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Talk with your feet, play with your heart...
Amelia left. 

To the other side of the world, America, just to get away from me—well, the mess that surrounds her when she’s with me, at least. 

I can’t let her go just like that. 

Whatever we have, it’s too powerful to let slip through our fingers like that, and I know I have to go after her. 

Except leaving puts everything on the line for me. 

How much am I willing to lose to get Amelia back? And what kind of life is waiting for us if I manage to convince her just how much I care about her?
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I checked my phone for what felt like the thousandth time. When was she going to stop ignoring my texts, and get back to me? I wasn’t sure how much more of this I could take or how much longer I could go without seeing her again.

It had been nearly a week since Amelia had made her break for America, and I was starting to worry that she really meant it. When I had first heard that she was going to be getting out of the UK for a while, I had assumed that she would be back sooner or later. I got it, I did, I knew that she was struggling with everything, but running away from her problems just didn’t seem like the smartest way to go about fixing them. 

But here I was, still waiting to hear a word from her, and the longer it went on, the longer I spent without hearing her voice, the more I started to wonder, in all seriousness, if she had any intention of coming back to see me or any of this ever again. 

I had tried calling, texting, emailing, all of it, but nothing had been enough to prompt a response from her. I supposed that I shouldn’t have expected anything; she was a woman in her own right, and she could do anything that she wanted to. She could tell me to get lost and mean it, even if it felt like something profound had slipped through my fingers as a result of her lack in my life right now. 

I had been in touch with her mother, to at least confirm that she had made it there safely and that nothing had happened to her, so I could cool my heels in knowing that she hadn’t exploded in a ball of fiery aircraft on the trip over there, at least. It didn’t do a whole lot to make me feel better, though. Nothing did, when she seemed as distant as she did right now. I needed to see her, needed to hear her voice again, but she didn’t want to hear a word from me. 

And I got it. At first, I thought she had been totally over-reacting, running off to the other side of the world to get away from me, but the more I thought about it, the more I came to realize where she had been coming from. I had gone behind her back, the one person that she thought she could trust. She had been dealing with pretty much everyone working against her, and she thought that she could trust me and I had proven to her that she couldn’t.

But I still knew that I had done the right thing, at least, from the perspective of her career. She might not have been willing to admit to it, but I knew that she needed to play again, no matter how far removed from possibility it seemed. I saw the way she lit up when she was on the ball, the way her world seemed to slip into place when she was playing, and I just wanted her to have a chance to experience that again. 

But she was gone now, and whatever she was doing in America, I didn’t get a say in it. I wished that I could just tell her that I was sorry, that I would never do something like that again, and that I would work double-time to make it up to her if she would just come back so we could be together. Hell, I would have flown out there after her if I thought that I could get away with it, but I knew Hans was keeping an eye on me and any attempt to fly the coop was going to end with me getting in more trouble than it was worth. 

Wasn’t she worth it, though? Of everything that I had done, everything that I had been through, she was the one part of it that had always seemed worthwhile to me. The one part of it I had been able to convince myself was worth it, every step of the way. Even in the chaos that we had both been caught up in since we had started this, I had always come back to her, always come back to the sureness that she was what I needed in my life, and that nothing else would come close to matching that. 

There was this gap in my mind right now, in my life, that she should have been able to fill. I hadn’t been alone like this in so long, even when the two of us had been apart. Even when we’d had to keep ourselves away from one another, there had always been that sense that we would come back together again, and that was what kept me going against everything else. Even when it got hard, even when it felt impossible that the two of us could work it out, I could hang on to that future where we would be together and everything else would just fall into place around us. 

But now, she was gone, and I didn’t know what the hell I was meant to do. She had opted out of that future that I had been hanging on to for dear life, and honestly, the thought of going on without her was just more than I could come close to taking.

I was at home right now, staring at my phone, willing Amelia to reach out to me again, just once, to let me know that she was thinking of me. Did I even cross her mind anymore? I doubted it. It seemed like she had scrubbed me out of her memory, out of her life, like none of it had happened in the first place.

But she hadn’t said a word to me, and I knew that wasn’t going to change anytime soon. She had made her mind up – it was up to me, now, to catch the hell up and accept that I wasn’t going to get to be with her again, no matter how badly I wanted to.

There was a buzz on the door, and my head snapped up. Was it her? Could it be? I knew that the chances were slim, if not none, but I needed to hang on to that small sliver of hope, pray that I could get her back where I needed her, back in my arms again, back where she belonged. 

I got to my feet to let whoever it was in, and a few moments later, I found myself looking at Poppy. I sighed heavily, not even able to get mad the way I used to. I was just too exhausted for that, too exhausted by everything that she had done and everything that she had managed to fuck up inside my head. 

“What do you want?” I demanded. She brushed past me and into the flat; I knew that there was no point expecting her to actually respect my space, but shit, it would have made a nice change. 

“I need to talk to you,” she told me. She was wearing a different perfume than she normally did, I noticed – something heavier and muskier. It didn’t suit her. I wondered if it was some brand deal that she had agreed to, and now she had to pretend that she actually liked it to get the cash in hand. 

“About what?” I replied. 

“I’m worried about you,” she explained, her eyes meeting mine and scanning them for some sense of connection. There was nothing there – there never would be again, I knew that much for sure. She was trying to make like there was something left between us, but it had long-since vanished, and I was sure that she would never be able to put it together again. 

“Why? I’m fine,” I snapped back. I was so sick of her shit, so sick of her pretending for a second that she actually cared about me when I knew that it was anything but – she was here, trying to cause as much trouble as humanly possible, and she wasn’t going to stop until she got what she thought she was owed. 

“You’ve been so absent lately....”

“From your life?” I snapped back. “Yeah, because I’m trying to avoid you. That’s the whole point.”

“Not just from me,” she replied, and she reached for my hand. I pulled it away from her before she could so much as touch it. If she really thought that I was just going to let her touch me like that, after everything that she had done, she had another thing coming. 

“It must be getting in the way of you and Amelia, too,” she continued. I glared at her. I was sure that she was well-aware that Amelia had taken off to the other side of the world by now, and that she was just trying to coax it out of me so she could torment me about it even further. 

“She’s not here anymore,” I muttered.

“What?” she replied, her eyes widening with faux-shock. “What are you talking about...?”

“You know exactly what I’m talking about. She left for America after all the shit you tried to pull.”

“You mean after the accident?” She replied. “She ran off after that? Couldn’t she just have admitted that she was –”

“She wasn’t going to admit to anything, because she didn’t do anything,” I replied, shaking my head. “You tried to frame her for it and she wasn’t going to let you do that, so she left.”

She paused for a moment; this wasn’t going the way she had wanted it to, that much was for sure. I could sense her brittle tension, how angry she was at the fact that she couldn’t just get me to bend to her will like she had before, but I wasn’t going to let her twist it. 

“You need to start thinking about yourself again,” she told me, changing tack. She knew that she wasn’t going to get me anywhere by bringing up what had happened with Amelia, and I wanted nothing more than to forget the impact she’d had on that part of my life for good. So she was coming at me with a different approach, trying to convince me that she was here for me, not for anything else. 

“And I bet that involves getting back together with you, doesn’t it?” I asked. She bit her lip. 

“You just have to think about what’s right for you,” she replied. She sounded like she was spewing right from the pages of some cheesy influencer self-help book that she had flicked through in a waiting room one afternoon, and I wasn’t buying it.

“What’s right for me is you getting out of here,” I told her bluntly. A flash of anger passed over her face. I knew it wasn’t what she wanted to hear, but she shouldn’t have come here expecting anything else. I hated her, I hated her so much that it literally made my head hurt, and the fact that she couldn’t seem to get that through her thick skull was starting to seriously drive me crazy. 

“Noah, I’m just trying to help—”

“You can help by leaving, and staying away,” I replied. “I don’t want to see you again, I don’t want to have to deal with you again. You need to accept that this is over.”

“And if I don’t want to?” She replied, her voice stiffening. 

“Then I’ll get a restraining order out to make sure that you understand,” I replied. “Out. Now. Before I call the cops and get you taken out of here.”

She left then, probably figuring that I actually meant what I was saying this time around, and I sighed with relief as soon as the door was closed behind her. I hoped that she would take that warning for what it was, and not as some invitation to come sloping back in the first chance she got. I knew what she was like, knew what she had always been like with this shit, and I had to put my foot down hard to make sure that she could get the message. I wasn’t going to let her walk around in my life again and act like she had any claim to anything there. She had fucked up one of the only truly great things I had going, and she would bring the rest of it down with her if she got the chance. 

By the time I had her out the door, I was starting to feel a little saner again – until I looked around, and remembered that Amelia wasn’t here, and that I was going to have to keep pushing forward without her. 

None of it felt possible. Not even close. I didn’t know how I was supposed to handle myself, how I was supposed to live without her around. I missed her like crazy, deeper and more profoundly than I had ever missed anyone in my entire life. She was so far from me, and she wouldn’t even talk to me right now to tell me that she was okay, and I couldn’t live like that. I couldn’t live without her. 

I tried to go about my normal life as best I could without getting too caught up on her, but it was downright impossible. How the hell was I supposed to manage myself when I knew that she was on the other side of the world and that she was all alone? That she had run there because of what had happened between us? I wasn’t sure that I could take it. I needed to get to her and convince her that she would have been better off back here, where she belonged. 

And I tried, I really did, I pushed forward and did everything that I could to keep myself going, but it just wasn’t enough. Not even close. Every corner I turned, I expected to see her. And I couldn’t go on like that – I needed to go over there and check in on her, even if it was just for a little while, even just to assure myself that she was doing okay and that she was going to be fine. 

I went to Hans, and I knew that I was pushing every bit of my luck by even bringing this up, but I had to try. He was the only person who could give me the out that I was looking for. 

“I need to
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