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Introduction

About Paper 1

Paper 1 Option 1F: In search of the American Dream: The USA, c.1917–96 requires a breadth of knowledge of a historical period, as well as knowledge of the historical debate around the impact of Reagan’s presidency. Paper 1 tests you against two Assessment Objectives: AO1 and AO3.

AO1 tests your ability to:


•  organise and communicate your own knowledge

•  analyse and evaluate key features of the past

•  make supported judgements

•  deal with concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.



On Paper 1, AO1 tasks require you to write essays from your own knowledge.

AO3 tests your ability to:


•  analyse and evaluate interpretations of the past

•  explore interpretations of the past in the context of historical debate.



On Paper 1, the AO3 task requires you to write an essay which analyses the work of historians.

At A-level, Paper 1 is worth 30 per cent of your qualification. At AS Level, Paper 1 is worth 60 per cent of your qualification. Significantly, your AS grade does not count towards your overall A-level grade.

The exam

The Paper 1 AS exam and A-level exam each last for 2 hours and 15 minutes, and are divided into three sections.

Section A and Section B test the breadth of your historical knowledge of the four themes.

Section A requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. Section A questions will usually test your knowledge of at least a decade. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section A – this includes making a brief plan.

Section B requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. Section B essays usually test your knowledge of a third of the period 1918–79, around 23 years. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section B – this includes making a brief plan.

Section C tests your knowledge of the debate around the impact of Reagan’s presidency on the USA in the years 1981–96. Section C requires you to answer one compulsory question relating to two extracts from the work of historians. Questions will focus on the years 1979–97. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section C, and an additional 20 minutes to read the extracts and make a plan.

The AS questions are of a lower level in order to differentiate them from the A-level questions. You will find examples of AS and A-level questions throughout the book.

How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in this exam.


•  Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads.

•  On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn.

•  Words in bold in the main content are defined in the glossary.

•  On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities.



Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.

Examination activities

There are three levels of exam-focused activities.


•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol. [image: ]

•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol. [image: ]

•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol. [image: ]



Each section ends with an exam-style question and model high-level answer with commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades.

Activities with this symbol have answers available online. [image: ]


1 The changing political environment, 1917–80

The rise and decline of Republicanism to 1933

The situation in 1917–21

Woodrow Wilson, a progressive Democrat, was re-elected president in 1916 and served a second term from 1917 to 1921. In 1917, Wilson took the USA into the First World War. The end of the war did not leave the USA impoverished and in turmoil as it did much of Europe. Yet it seems to have resulted in a mood of disillusionment. By 1920, Wilsonian zeal, whether for domestic reform or a new world order, was out of fashion. Incapacitated by a stroke in September 1919, Wilson himself proposed no further reform measures during his last two years in office.

The 1920 election

Republican bosses chose Warren Harding, a conservative, as their presidential candidate. The Democrats nominated James Cox. Cox tried to make membership of the League of Nations the main campaign issue, but voters were more concerned about rising prices and industrial strife, which they blamed on the party in power. Harding said little about anything. In a typically bland speech, he declared that ‘America’s present need is not heroics but healing, not nostrums but normalcy.’ Whatever ‘normalcy’ was supposed to mean, it was apparently what Americans wanted. Harding triumphed, winning 61 per cent of the popular vote.

Republican dominance, 1921–29

The Republican Party dominated American politics throughout the 1920s. Sympathetic to big business, the Republicans believed that government intervention in the economy should be kept to a minimum.

Harding declared, ‘We want less government in business and more business in government.’

Warren Harding

Harding, an amiable conservative, appointed a number of able men to key posts – for example Herbert Hoover, who became secretary of commerce. But Harding gave other posts to some of his ‘Ohio Gang’. In 1923, it emerged that there was extensive corruption within his administration. Several men, including Interior Secretary Albert Fall, were imprisoned for misappropriating funds or accepting bribes. Harding, not personally implicated in the corruption activities, unexpectedly died in 1923.

Calvin Coolidge

Vice President Coolidge now became president. Honest and incorruptible, he did not smoke, drink, play cards or chase women (like Harding). He had a laissez-faire philosophy. ‘The business of America’, he said, ‘is business’. In the 1924 election, Coolidge won 15 million votes; John Davis, his Democrat opponent, won 8 million. The USA remained prosperous and Coolidge remained popular, although he did and said very little. To most Americans he became a symbol of traditional values threatened by the forces of change.

The 1928 election

When Coolidge refused to stand in 1928, the Republicans selected Herbert Hoover. An orphaned farm boy, he became a successful mining engineer and was a millionaire before he was 40. Efficient and humanitarian, he was nicknamed ‘the wonder boy’. Democrat candidate Al Smith, a Catholic, called for the end of Prohibition. This, and Smith’s religion, were the main campaign issues. Hoover won 58 per cent of the popular vote. The Republicans also won large majorities in Congress.

Hoover and the Great Depression

Hoover soon faced serious economic problems. In October 1929, the value of stocks and shares plummeted. The Wall Street Crash helped bring about the Great Depression. By December 1932, 12 million Americans were unemployed. Many blamed Hoover. He was seen as doing too little to improve the economic situation or to help those in need. In reality, he intervened in the economy more energetically than any of his predecessors. He nearly doubled federal public works expenditure in three years. Few politicians advocated more radical measures than those Hoover supported.

The 1932 election

Hoover was re-nominated as Republican presidential candidate. The Democrats chose New York Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR). In July 1932, Roosevelt pledged himself to a New Deal for the American people. But he did not define exactly what he intended to do. In November 1932, Roosevelt obtained 22.8 million popular and 472 Electoral College votes to Hoover’s 15.8 million popular and 59 Electoral College votes. The Democrats also won large majorities in both houses of Congress.
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Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and specific examples, but lacks a concluding analytical link back to the question. Complete the paragraph by adding this link in the space provided.


How accurate is it to say that the American presidents were ‘do-nothing presidents’ in the period 1921–33?
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President Hoover assumed government responsibility for the economic situation after 1930 and intervened in the economy more energetically than any of his predecessors. Few politicians advocated more radical measures than those Hoover supported. Congress, which was controlled by the Democrats after 1930, advocated a balanced budget. It had no real programme except to obstruct Hoover. The Depression seemed to be under control in early 1931. However, as things deteriorated in 1931–32, Hoover was prepared to take direct government action. In 1932, for example, he set up the Reconstruction Finance Corporation to lend money to ailing banks, railroads and insurance companies. Other measures included the Glass-Steagall Banking Act and the Relief and Construction Acts. Hoover nearly doubled federal public works expenditure in three years. Therefore,

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________
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[image: ] Spot the mistake      [image: ]

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Why does this paragraph not get into Level 4? Once you have identified the mistake, rewrite the paragraph so that it displays the qualities of Level 4. The mark scheme on pages 109–10 will help you.


How far was Republican dominance in American politics the result of the economic situation in the period 1921–28?
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The First World War did not leave the USA impoverished and in turmoil, as it did much of Europe. Yet many Americans were concerned by interracial strife, a Red Scare, rising prices and a short-lived repression, all of which they blamed on the Democrats – the party in power. A mood of disillusionment set in. This influenced many aspects of social and political life. Most Americans longed for stability and order.
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The influence of Roosevelt

Roosevelt’s first term, 1933–36

Inaugurated president in March 1933, Roosevelt remained president for the rest of his life, winning a total of four presidential elections.

Roosevelt’s character

In 1921, Roosevelt had been stricken with polio, losing the use of his legs. Remaining cheerful and optimistic, he refused to let this disability end his political career. The complexities of his character baffled contemporaries and still baffle historians. On the one hand, he projected extraordinary charm and warmth. But he could also be evasive and devious. Historian Ted Morgan described him as ‘part lion, part fox’.

Roosevelt and the New Deal

In his inaugural address, Roosevelt gave Americans hope that he would improve the economic situation. Taking advice from his formal cabinet and his ‘Brain Trust’, Roosevelt supported a host of measures to get Americans back to work. One of his strengths was his receptiveness to new ideas. He was also able to ‘sell’ these ideas to Congress and the public. Projecting a sense of utter self-confidence, he proved himself a masterly politician, reconciling the conflicting views of his reform-minded supporters. By no means were all his New Deal measures successful. But some were and slowly the US economy improved.

The 1936 election

In 1936, Roosevelt was re-nominated on a platform promising more reform. Republican candidate Alfred Landon wanted to reduce public spending and balance the budget. During the bitterly fought campaign, Roosevelt seemed to go out of his way to stir up class hatreds. His strategy worked. He won nearly 61 per cent of the popular vote and carried every state except two. The Democrats totally dominated both houses of Congress.

Roosevelt’s second term, 1937–40

FDR’s second term was less successful than his first as he had to deal with increased opposition:


•  Roosevelt’s attempt to reform the Supreme Court led to a storm of protest. He was accused of seeking to overthrow the balance of the Constitution.

•  Roosevelt’s Court plan shattered Democratic unity. It convinced many Democrats (particularly southerners) that Roosevelt had dictatorial ambitions. After 1937, he found it hard to win support in Congress for his measures.



The 1940 election

Roosevelt stood for an unprecedented third time for the presidency in 1940. Given the foreign situation, the USA needed an experienced pair of hands. Helped by the start of a war boom, Roosevelt won almost 55 per cent of the popular vote – 449 Electoral College votes compared to 82 for his Republican opponent Wendell Wilkie.

Roosevelt’s third and fourth terms

Roosevelt’s last two terms were dominated by the USA’s entry into the Second World War in December 1941. Roosevelt proved to be a brilliant war leader. He delegated well and had an excellent grasp of the war’s overall direction. Aided by his Chief of Staff Marshall, he made virtually all the right strategic decisions – defeating Germany first, supporting an invasion of France and financing the project that led to the atomic bomb’s production.

The 1944 election

In November 1944, Roosevelt won his fourth presidential election. He did so with fewer votes than in 1940 – a sign that opinion was moving to the right.

Roosevelt’s death

In April 1945, Roosevelt died suddenly. He had served the USA at a crucial time. Virtually everything he tried to do sparked controversy. The twentieth century’s most loved and most hated president, he was also probably its best. Roosevelt was, in British Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s view, ‘the greatest man I have ever known’.
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[image: ] Support or challenge?

Below is a sample exam-style question which asks you to what extent you agree with a specific statement. Below that is a list of general statements which are relevant to the question. Using your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page, decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in question.


How far do you agree that Roosevelt united Americans during the course of his presidencies in the years 1933–41?





	Statement
	Support
	Challenge



	Roosevelt won an overwhelming majority in the 1932 election.
	 
	 



	Roosevelt’s New Deal measures did not win universal support.
	 
	 



	Roosevelt easily won the 1936 election.
	 
	 



	Roosevelt lost support as a result of his challenge to the Supreme Court.
	 
	 



	Many Southern Democrats opposed Roosevelt after 1937.
	 
	 



	Roosevelt won a convincing victory in the 1940 election.
	 
	 



	The economic situation helped Roosevelt in 1940.
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[image: ] Identify key terms

Below is a sample exam question which includes a key word or term. Key terms are important because their meaning can be helpful in structuring your answer, developing an argument and establishing criteria that will help form the basis of a judgement.


How accurate is it so say that Roosevelt’s presidency went from strength to strength in the years 1933–1945?




•  First, identify the key word or term. This will be a word or phrase that is important to the meaning of the question. Underline the word or phrase.

•  Secondly, define the key phrase. Your definition should set out the key features of the phrase or word that you are defining.

•  Third, make an essay plan that reflects your definition.

•  Finally, write a sentence answering the question that refers back to the definition.



Now repeat the task, and consider how the change in key terms affects the structure, argument and final judgement of your essay.


To what extent was Roosevelt a more successful wartime than peacetime president?
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Changing styles of presidential leadership, 1945–72

American presidents have invariably had different styles of leadership. This was evident in the years from 1945 to 1972.

Harry Truman, 1945–52

Vice President Truman became president after Roosevelt’s death. Having little previous governmental experience, Truman had to learn fast. He quickly grew in confidence and proved himself a determined and decisive president who was prepared to take strong action – not least the decision to drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. After victory in the Second World War, he committed the USA to standing firm against the USSR. To most pundits’ surprise, Truman won the 1948 election after a barnstorming tour across America. In 1950, he went to war to save South Korea from Communist aggression. At home, Truman’s efforts to end racial discrimination had only limited success.

Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1953–61

Eisenhower had a successful career in the US army, commanding the victorious Allied armies in Europe in 1944–45. His ability to foster teamwork and confidence was particularly impressive. In 1952, he won the Republican nomination and defeated Democrat Adlai Stevenson with 55 per cent of the vote. Given that the USA was still at war in Korea, he seemed – and was – a safe (conservative) pair of hands. Re-elected president in 1956, he exuded calmness and strength. His ill health was a problem but most Americans trusted and liked ‘Ike’.

John F. Kennedy, 1961–63

Kennedy (JFK), the Democrat candidate, defeated Richard Nixon, Eisenhower’s vice president, in a closely fought election in 1960. Handsome and charismatic, Kennedy was in many ways the first television-generated president. Determined to stand up to the USSR, he took the world to the brink of nuclear war during the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. Kennedy was less liberal on domestic matters than many thought. Nevertheless, by 1963 he was committed to the cause of civil rights. President for only a thousand days, he was assassinated in Dallas in November 1963. His untimely death gave him something of a heroic status, which may be undeserved. With Kennedy, style often outweighed substance.

Lyndon Baines Johnson, 1963–69

Vice President Johnson (LBJ) became president on Kennedy’ death. A tough, experienced liberal politician, Johnson used Kennedy’s death to push a wide-ranging Civil Rights Bill through Congress. In 1964, he decisively defeated Republican Barry Goldwater, polling 61 per cent of the total votes. In 1965 Johnson supported the Great Society programme, committing his administration to a war on poverty, racial equality, educational reform and improvement in housing. Not all his measures were successful but his civil rights legislation and Medicare helped improve many lives. After 1965 he massively escalated US involvement in the Vietnam War (despite promises in the 1964 election that he would not do so). His presidency was increasingly accompanied by anti-war and other protests. Blamed by many Americans for the tumult on the streets, Johnson was so unpopular he decided not to stand for re-election in 1968.

Richard Nixon’s first term, 1968–72

Nixon, the Republican candidate, defeated Democrat Hubert Humphrey, in 1968 – an election in which right-wing Southerner George Wallace won 13.5 per cent of the total vote as an independent candidate. Nixon was a pragmatic politician. Once associated with his party’s right wing, by 1968 he was seen – and saw himself – as a moderate. He prided himself on representing the views of Middle America. He also sought to win the support of white Southerners who no longer felt at home in the liberal Democrat party. Nixon was not generally liked or trusted. But he slowly de-escalated the Vietnam War and improved relations with the USSR and China. He was less successful in dealing with the USA’s growing economic problems. Nevertheless, in 1972, standing against liberal Democrat George McGovern, Nixon won 60.7 per cent of the vote – 520 electoral votes to only 17 for McGovern. During the course of the campaign, McGovern complained about the ‘dirty tricks’ of the Republicans, not least the fact that a group of burglars were caught breaking into the Democratic National Committee headquarters in the Watergate complex in Washington (see page 12).
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[image: ] Simple essay style

Below is a sample exam question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points, and provide three pieces of specific information to support each general point. Once you have planned your essay, write the introduction and conclusion for the essay. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should summarise the key points and justify which point was the most important.


To what extent was Eisenhower the USA’s most successful president in the years 1945–72?
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[image: ] Eliminate irrelevance      [image: ]

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and identify parts of the paragraph that are not directly relevant to the question. Draw a line through the information that is irrelevant and justify your decision in the margin.


To what extent were American presidents generally trusted and respected by the electorate in the years 1945–72?
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By 1968, Richard Nixon had abandoned his earlier divisiveness. He now portrayed himself as the candidate of peace and national harmony. Having defeated Hubert Humphrey in the very close 1968 election, Nixon set about trying to bring Americans together. He had some success. He managed to withdraw huge numbers of US troops from Vietnam without losing the war and he also improved relations with China and Russia. His domestic policies were less successful, particularly on the economic front. In 1971, with inflation and unemployment rising, he abruptly abandoned his hostility to economic controls and ordered a ninety-day freeze on wages, prices and rents and called for a tax cut to stimulate the dollar. The general thrust of his domestic policy was conservative. Appealing to the spirit of individualism, he undermined and dismantled many of Johnson’s social welfare programmes and vetoed much new health, education and welfare legislation emanating from a Democratic-controlled Congress. Many Americans did not trust ‘Tricky Dicky’. Nevertheless, the ‘silent majority’ seemed to respect him. This was shown in the 1972 presidential election when he won an overwhelming victory over George McGovern, a liberal senator from South Dakota. Nixon won nearly 61 per cent of the popular vote, a larger share than any previous candidate except Lyndon Johnson in 1964. But Nixon was soon to lose the respect he had built up in his first term. In his second term he was soon embroiled in the Watergate scandal. Nixon denied all knowledge of the break-in at the Democratic party headquarters in the Watergate apartment building in Washington. But it soon emerged that some of Nixon’s closest White House associates had planned the break-in and had subsequently conspired with others to cover up their involvement. As the affair dragged on, Senate investigators uncovered evidence of one presidential misdeed after another and most Americans lost confidence in their president. In 1974, he resigned the presidency rather than face impeachment charges.
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A decline in confidence, 1968–80

US problems, 1968–72

By 1968, the USA faced a number of problems. These included:


•  the continuing Vietnam War, which the USA was clearly not winning.

•  divisions at home between black and white, young and old, rich and poor.

•  economic problems, including rising inflation and growing unemployment.



Americans lost confidence in Johnson because he was seen as responsible for these problems. Nor did they have much confidence in Nixon. Although Nixon won a landslide victory in 1972, he was not particularly popular. Unfortunately for Nixon, the elections left the Democrats in control of Congress.

Watergate

Nixon’s second term

The impact of Watergate


•  The scandal, which was hardly a good advertisement for democracy, led to a decline in America’s international standing.

•  It is sometimes seen as the end of the imperial presidency.

•  It contributed to increased popular cynicism towards – and distrust of – politicians and government.



Ford’s presidency, 1974–77


The 1976 election


Carter’s presidency, 1977–81


The loss of national self-confidence



•  The economy continued to suffer from inflation (mostly due to rising oil prices and government over-spending), a balance of trade deficit and unemployment.

•  The USSR seemed to be winning the Cold War.

•  Carter did not handle the 1979 Iran hostage crisis effectively.

•  Carter’s administration was involved in a number of scandals, one involving his brother Billy who admitted receiving a ‘loan’ from the Libyan government.



The 1980 election
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From ‘rugged individualism’ to New Deal ideas, 1920s–30s

Rugged individualism


Big business


The impact of the Great Depression


President Hoover’s reaction



•  He stepped up federal spending on roads, bridges and public buildings.

•  He set up the Federal Farm Board to bolster farm prices.

•  He created the Reconstruction Finance Corporation to lend money to ailing banks, railroads and insurance companies.

•  The 1932 federal budget ended up $2.7 billion in the red – the largest peacetime deficit in US history.




The New Deal


Roosevelt’s aims


Roosevelt’s actions


The Second New Deal


Was the New Deal new?



•  The New Deal did not challenge the basic tenets of capitalism.

•  Much of Roosevelt’s policy echoed that of Woodrow Wilson and Herbert Hoover.

•  The New Deal did not redistribute national income to any extent.

•  Roosevelt, reluctant to engage in massive deficit spending, hankered after balancing the budget.
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1  Rugged individualism in the 1920s

2  The impact of the Great Depression

3  Hoover’s actions 1929–33

4  The 1932 election

5  Roosevelt’s aims in 1933

6  The Hundred Days

7  The Second New Deal

8  The 1936 election

9  The situation by 1937
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•  Hoover basically supported rugged individualism.

•  Hoover did something after 1929 – but not enough.

•  Roosevelt was committed to federal intervention in economic matters.

•  Roosevelt did far more than Hoover.
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The Red Scares and anti-Communism, 1917–80

The Red Scare of 1919


Reaction



•  Congress expelled socialist members.

•  Thirty-two states passed laws making membership of syndicalist organisations a crime.

•  Around 9,000 people were arrested and held without trial: over 500 aliens were deported.



The growth of anti-Communism


Truman’s actions



•  established a Loyalty Review Board to investigate all federal employees

•  allowed the FBI to investigate subversives.





•  Republican politicians, like Nixon, realised that anti-Communism was an issue that was likely to win themselves and their party support.

•  The Korean War broke out in 1950, creating conditions in which anti-Communism bred.



McCarthyism


McCarthy’s rise


The 1952 election


McCarthy’s fall


The age of fear?



•  Conservatives feared that Communists posed a threat externally and internally. They were concerned that Communists had infiltrated the US government.

•  Liberals feared that America’s traditional freedoms were being eroded by witch hunts. They were appalled that hundreds of teachers and government workers, suspected of being Communist sympathisers, had lost their jobs.





•  While Communist agents did exist, very few held positions where they had access to important information or could influence US policy.

•  McCarthyism did result in lost jobs and books being removed from library shelves. But there were no executions, no lynchings, no prison camps and no threat to democratic government.
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Liberalism, counterculture and the conservative reaction, c1960–80

Liberalism in the 1960s



•  Most supported the Civil Rights movement.

•  Most opposed the Vietnam War.

•  Most wanted the government to help poor Americans.

•  Some favoured experimentation, including sexual liberation, drug-taking and alternative lifestyles.



Johnson’s presidency



•  He supported civil rights (see page 28).

•  He wanted to create a Great Society (see page 76).





•  the Vietnam War

•  counter-cultural movements, for which he had little sympathy.



Counter-cultural movements


Hippies


The role of the media


Reaction to counterculture


Nixon’s election, 1968


Bringing America together



•  In October–November 1969, huge anti-war protests occurred across America.

•  When Nixon appeared to be extending the Vietnam War to Cambodia in 1970, anti-war protests erupted in most American universities.

•  Nixon also faced pro-civil rights, pro-Black Panther and anti-capitalist protests.





•  withdrawing troops from Vietnam

•  ordering FBI surveillance of disruptive groups

•  threatening to end federal scholarships and loans for student trouble-makers.



Evangelical Christians


•  The Catholic Church opposed abortion, setting up the National Right to Life Committee in 1967. This had considerable support, holding mass rallies.

•  The Religious Right was increasingly influential in the 1970s. Its supporters espoused traditional values opposing feminism, divorce, drug-taking, pre-marital sex and homosexuality.

•  An estimated 5 million evangelical Christians who had not previously voted, voted for Reagan in 1980.
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The return to normalcy and support for isolationism, 1917–41

The impact of the First World War



•  a boost to Allied morale – a major factor in Germany’s defeat in 1918

•  some 100,000 American deaths in Europe in 1917–18

•  President Wilson’s determination to make a ‘world safe for democracy’. His Fourteen Points were the basis of the Treaty of Versailles (1919).



The League of Nations


The return to normalcy


American isolationism, 1920–39



•  Americans became convinced that arms manufacturers and international bankers had ‘persuaded’ Congressmen and public opinion to support US entry into the First World War.

•  After 1929, most Americans were preoccupied with the economic consequences of the Great Depression.

•  Roosevelt favoured US participation in the international community. But opinion in Congress tied his hands.

•  In 1935, Congress passed the first Neutrality Act which required the President to put an impartial arms embargo on all belligerents. A second Neutrality Act (1936) added a ban on loans to belligerents.



The USA and the Second World War


Support for Britain


Isolationism


The 1940 election


Increasing US involvement


•  In December 1940, Roosevelt told Americans that the USA must become ‘the arsenal of democracy’.

•  In 1941, Roosevelt persuaded Congress to support lend-lease aid to Britain worth $7 billion.

•  By autumn 1941, the USA was involved in an undeclared war against German U-boats in the Atlantic.

•  US economic actions against Japan led to Japanese retaliation. On 7 December 1941, Japanese planes bombed the US Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor. The USA now declared war on Japan.

•  On 11 December 1941, Hitler declared war on the USA.
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•  The USA committed itself to the First World War in 1917.

•  It initially committed itself to preserving peace after 1918.

•  Americans preferred isolationism to international involvement from 1920–39.

•  By 1940–41, Roosevelt and most Americans were committed to supporting Britain.
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The USA’s emergence as a Cold War superpower, 1941–50

The impact of the Second World War


The US economy


The political situation


The situation in 1945


•  The USA had suffered 292,000 deaths.

•  It had mobilised over 12 million men.

•  The USA had paid the least of all the major Allies in lives. It had also avoided being bombed or invaded.

•  The USA emerged as the world’s wealthiest and strongest power. It was the only country to have atomic weapons, which it used to bring the war with Japan to an end by bombing Hiroshima and Nagasaki.



The start of the Cold War


The Truman Doctrine


Marshall Aid



•  to help Europeans

•  to promote Europe economically so that Europeans would buy American goods

•  to stop a poverty-struck Europe adopting Communism.



The CIA


The situation in the USA


The 1948 election


The situation in 1948–50



•  In September 1948, the USSR blockaded West Berlin. Truman stood firm, organising a massive air lift to provide Berliners with 13,000 tons of goods per day. Stalin lifted the blockade in May 1949.

•  In April 1949, the NATO alliance was formed.
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The impact of involvement in Korea and Vietnam

The Korean War


The domestic impact


The 1952 election


The Vietnam War


Escalation and growing opposition



The 1968 election


Nixon’s presidency


The results of the war
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1  The influence of the Korean War

2  The start of the Vietnam War

3  The 1964 election

4  The escalation of the war, 1965–68

5  Student protest, 1967–68

6  The 1968 election

7  Nixon’s de-escalation

8  The 1970 anti-war protests

9  The end of the war
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