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The Prequel series is a Sub-Series of the Chronicles of Kerrigan.

The prequel on how Simon Kerrigan met Beth!!
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​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN: PREQUEL –

Christmas Before the Magic

Question the Darkness

Into the Darkness

Fight the Darkness

Alone in the Darkness

Lost the Darkness
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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

Book II - Dark Nebula 

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca24STi_bFM

Book III - House of Cards 

Book IV - Royal Tea 

Book V - Under Fire

Book VI - End in Sight 

Book VII – Hidden Darkness 

Book VIII – Twisted Together 

Book IX – Mark of Fate

Book X – Strength & Power

Book XI – Last One Standing

Book XII – Rae of Light
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MATTER OF TIME

Time Piece

Second Chance

Glitch in Time

Our Time
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The Chronicles of Kerrigan: Gabriel

Living in the Past
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Present for Today
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Staring at the Future
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Book 1 – Stopping Time

Book 2 – A Passage of Time

Book 3 – Ticking Clock

Book 4 – Secrets in Time

Book 5 – Time in the City

Book 6 – Ultimate Future
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The Kerrigan Kids
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Website:
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Facebook:
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Newsletter:
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HOME IS WHERE THE HEART is...unless that home burns to the ground.

When Guilder University is attacked, it’s all hands on deck. Agents are called in from all corners of the globe. The alumni reunite to protect the younger generation and safeguard the future of the school.

But things aren’t as simple as they seem.

The sudden emergence of a shadow organization leaves Rae Kerrigan and her friends scrambling to put together the pieces. The strike at Guilder is only the beginning. The supernatural world is starting to fall apart. The future blinks in and out of focus as everyone becomes a target.

Who’s pulling the strings? How are they connected to James? Can they be stopped in time?

Or is it impossible to change one’s fate?
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Rae Kerrigan and her friends walked slowly to the window, staring in silence as a chapter from their childhood went up in smoke. It was like something out of a dream, the flames licking up the sides of the buildings, the clouds of ash billowing across an otherwise perfect sky.

It had happened so suddenly, at such an early hour, that most people hadn’t even noticed it yet. Through the rafters above her, Rae could hear students chattering obliviously as they got ready for morning classes. The woman who ran the cafeteria was unloading cartons of fresh-baked bread.

This can’t be real, she thought, watching as a third-year telekinetic floated the morning paper towards the faculty hall, breathing heavy without realizing the reason why. This can’t be happening.

Then Aria tugged on her sleeve. “Momma, should I wake up Benji now?”

That’s when they heard the first of the screams.

At once—it was chaos.

Dogs were barking, people were shouting over one another—pulling out cell phones, pulling out weapons, pulling children out of hospital cots. A slow but steady haze was drifting in from the ventilation shafts, settling in a blanket across the ceiling, obscuring the overhead lights.

“The glass,” Gabriel said quickly, glancing at the children. “Break it.”

Rae didn’t understand how it was happening so quickly. Through the infirmary window, she could see that the science building and Oratory had begun to burn. But there were also flames in the windows of the faculty room, and smoke was drifting in from the main hall.

It wasn’t a single fire. It was ten fires, all at once.

“Rae!” Gabriel shouted. “The glass!”

At once she lifted her hands, sending a blast of gale-force wind at the window. It struck with the force of a hurricane, strategically angling the debris outside, away from the infirmary.

The effect was instantaneous, the smoke on the ceiling beginning to clear. But more was leaking in from the air ducts, and the room itself was beginning to heat.

“We need to get out of here,” she gasped, casting a frantic look around the room. Only a few seconds had passed, but they’d changed everything. “We need to get them out of here.”

The gang had witnessed every disaster imaginable—both supernatural and otherwise. But never with their children. And never in a place they regarded as a second home.

“Hey—get up!”

She whirled around as her daughter’s trilling voice echoed over the tile. To her great surprise, Aria had bypassed everyone else and run straight to James, shaking him with all her strength.

“Get up!”

His eyes blinked open in surprise, stared in disorientation at the chaos around him, then focused on her face. A second later, he sprang his feet. She was safe in his arms, protesting furiously.

“No, I’m saving you!” she cried, beating at him with her fists. “Put me down!”

“Mo—” he started to call, then changed names halfway through, “R-Rae?!”

Their eyes met ever so briefly, and she beckoned him forward.

“Guilder’s on fire,” she said, in a voice far calmer than she felt. “We need to leave.”

“On fire...” he repeated in a daze, staring around the room.

Devon was frantically re-dressing, pulling the IV tubes and wires out of his arms. Angel was stuffing Lily’s feet into shoes just behind him, while Luke, Julian, and Molly simultaneously grabbed the bags and the rest of the kids. Gabriel ejected the security tape and stuffed it hastily into his jacket pocket, keeping one hand on Natasha the entire time.

“But that’s not supposed to happen,” James continued incredulously, staring at the smoke like he couldn’t believe his eyes. “Guilder’s not supposed to burn—”

“Trust me, it’s definitely on fire.” Rae spun him towards the door, lowering her voice at the same time. “You’re in charge of your sister, okay? I’m counting on you.”

He nodded quickly, arms tightening protectively around her, before casting a worried look around the infirmary. The worry tripled when he saw his father—a man who had recently survived a car bomb, only to have his heart stop several times on the blood-soaked pavement nearby.

“What about Dad?” he asked softly.

Rae paused only a moment before answering with complete confidence. “Julian’s going to get your dad outside,” she replied, loud enough for the psychic to hear.

Their eyes met across the infirmary and Julian nodded, setting down what he was holding before draping Devon’s arm around his neck. The two men glanced first at the window, silently gauged the distance to be too far for the children, then quickly swept across the tile to the door.

The others clamored after them—bags slung over shoulders, children perched in arms. It was a frantic processional led by a wildly-barking golden retriever and silently vigilant wolf.

A wolf who froze abruptly the moment they reached the door.

“Move, baby,” Julian murmured, trying to nudge her aside with his leg. “It’s time to go.”

She refused to budge, turning instead to face him.

“Arrow,” he commanded sharply, snapping his fingers, “move.”

But it was impossible to move a wolf under the best of circumstances, and this one had no intention of moving now. She sank down on her haunches, staring plaintively into his eyes.

“Jules, let’s go!” Luke called from the back.

The psychic quickly glanced over his shoulder. Despite the open window the room behind them was beginning to fill with smoke, but when he reached towards the handle the wolf growled softly, showing her teeth. He jerked back immediately, staring in astonishment.

He and Angel had never officially trained Arrow.

Since the first day, she’d instinctively known what they wanted her to do, reading their minds with a kind of lupine telepathy. Wolves were also instinctively protective, and this one had bonded to her new pack stronger than most. Sleeping at the foot of Lily’s bed, violently defending both Angel and Julian from such threats as pizza delivery and the mailman.

Never once had she growled at a member of the family. Never once had she bared her teeth.

Today was a bad time to start.

“Baby,” he muttered anxiously, shifting Devon higher on his arm, “you’ve got to—”

An explosion rocked the ground they were standing on, sending them sprawling across the floor. The kids screamed, the adults sucked in gasps of surprise—hands flying out to make sure little heads didn’t crack against the floor. Only then did they notice the plumes of smoke spiraling up beneath the door. Only then did they suddenly realize what they’d been about to walk in to.

The wolf landed beside them with a quiet whimper then pushed to her feet, shaking bits of ash from her dark fur. She gave Angel and Lily a cursory sniff, licking the child before turning to Julian, sinking her teeth into his sleeve and pulling him gently to his feet.

He lifted Devon up along with him, staring down at her in shock.

“Uh, good girl.”

That was putting it mildly. But it raised the obvious question.

“How the heck are we supposed to get out of here?” Natasha asked shakily.

Gabriel gently helped her to her feet, keeping an arm around her while his eyes darted nervously out the window. It was a jump the others would make in their sleep. If for some reason they weren’t able, they’d simply climb into the ventilation shaft. But those were options that didn’t quite work when you had three young children and one shell-shocked ballerina.

“Rae, could you jump out first?” he proposed softly. “Catch the rest of us?”

She followed his gaze, then shook her head doubtfully. “With it raining debris outside? What if something happened when one of the kids—”

“We’re wasting time,” James muttered, setting Aria on the counter before moving deliberately to the far wall. He touched it for only a moment, feeling for heat on the other side, before raising his hand suddenly and blasting a giant hole right in the center. Massive slabs of stone and concrete went flying as he calmly swept back to his sister, lifting her into his arms. “How about that?”

There was a moment of silence as the friends stared back at him. Even little Aria looked reluctantly impressed. His parents shared a quick glance, then Rae forced a smile.

“That works.”

The friends raced into the main hall, then stopped short. They’d been expecting a certain degree of chaos, but it was worse than they could have ever imagined.

Guider was no longer a school. It was a war zone.

The student population was in a full-blown panic, screaming frantically to one another as they scrambled down the winding stairs. A few of them were trying without any luck to fight back the flames before being shouted down by teachers. A few were trying to haul personal items with them. Laptops, books—one was even carting what looked like half her closet.

Those things were collectively abandoned before they made it halfway down the stairs. This was not a situation one could hope to salvage. It was enough to make it out alive.

The faculty was in a tailspin. Racing towards the main campus from their cottages across the grass, trying to evacuate the students. Fortunately, the Oratory was still packed with agents who had been called in to track down James. Their weapons were holstered and they were moving as quickly as they could, clearing room after room as the flames leapt from rafter to rafter.

Every inch of Rae was dying to help them. She actually shot a wave of ice to block a marble bust from falling onto a trio of girls on the second floor. But every time she wanted to dart up the burning staircase, she was stopped by two raven heads of hair.

Family first. School second.

The friends ran through the hallway instead. Each waging the same inner battle. Each doing their best to shield the children as the school they knew and loved came down before their eyes.

“Don’t run on the stairs!” Madame Elpis screeched. Her grey hair was still in curlers as she pointed a finger at the fleeing students, clinging to any semblance of order. “Don’t run on the—”

A chunk of the ceiling crashed to the floor.

“RUN!” she squawked. “RUN on the stairs!”

Another piece fell, and a series of screams followed. In a second, the friends were caught in the terrified mob swarming towards the door.

“We have to do something!” Devon cried, trying to free his arm. “Let go, Julian!”

On any other day his tatù would have done the trick, but the parking lot was still painted in swirls of his blood. If it weren’t for the psychic, there was a chance he couldn’t stay standing.

“Not a chance,” Julian panted, though it looked like it was killing him to leave.

A second before they made it to the archway he shouted suddenly for his wife, pointing in terror toward the top story. A group of girls was trapped in the common room, screaming for help as the passage to the stairs began to splinter and break. Angel’s eyes flashed up for only a moment before she thrust Lily into his arms. The flames froze an instant later, the floorboards soon to follow.

The girls stared around incredulously, then darted down the stairs.

The rest of the friends were having similar luck.

No sooner had Luke rushed past what was supposed to be an empty classroom, clutching Benji tight in his arms, than he heard a frantic pounding on the other side. With the rest of them otherwise engaged, he was forced to set the little boy down for a fraction of a second before body-slamming open the door. Benji was red-faced and screaming by the time he picked him back up. 

Rae levitated a pair of fifteen-year-olds off a balcony to safety, while Molly grabbed another by the jacket and threw her outside with her bare hands. Gabriel stopped an iron chandelier from falling on a group of passing students, while James shot occasional arcs of water at the upper stories as he raced his tiny sister towards the front door.

It was madness. Absolute madness.

Just get to the door. Everyone just needs to get to the door.

Rae looked up as her children ran past, dark hair flying out behind them.

James had pulled Aria’s shirt over her nose to protect from the smoke, and was flat-out sprinting towards the door, holding her tight against his chest. Her eyes widened in fright as the ancient archway suddenly caught fire, and his feet scrambled backwards, sliding to a stop. For a second, they simply stared. Then his eyes flashed in determination and they flew forward once more.

“No—NO!”

Aria was screaming, pounding on his chest, reaching over his shoulder for her parents to save her from the fire. Rae froze where she stood, heart pounding. Devon was pale as a sheet by her side, lips parting in slow motion. There was a moment when it looked like the flames were too thick, like they were going to be incinerated on the spot. Then James shot out what looked like some kind of forcefield and they burst through to safety—his hand clamped over her terror-stricken eyes.

The rest of the friends were right on their heels. They might not have had a forcefield, but when the entire wall caught fire Rae took a page from her son’s book and simply broke through it.

They burst into the sunlight a moment later, sliding to a stop on the wet lawn.

“Honey,” Devon panted, eyes desperately searching the grass, “where are—”

“Mom!”

James pushed his way quickly through the crowd, holding tight to Aria’s hand. She glanced mutely up at him, but seemed too overwhelmed for any sort of response. The most she could do was run to her mother when Rae sank to her knees, throwing open her arms.

“You’re okay, sweetie! Mommy’s here!”

Rae fussed and cooed, checking her all over for damages, before wiping the tears and soot from her face. Devon was doing the same thing—only with his teenage son. A son who had no idea how to respond to such effusive concern from his twenty-five-year-old father.

“I’m okay...” he muttered, trying uselessly to pull away before Devon dragged him back again. “Seriously, Dad. I’m fine.”

“Hold still,” Devon commanded softly.

If it was possible, it was even more chaotic outside. Students were pouring out of the fiery buildings like mice on a ship that had begun to take on water, clustering together in the middle of the grass. More were coming every minute. And still, the flames continued to rise.

“I need to find my dad,” Devon said in a sudden panic, whirling around whist clinging to Julian for support. “He could be—”

“He’s right there!”

Molly pointed and the others turned in unison, just in time to see Tristan Wardell flipping off from the roof of the history building—a pair of teenagers gripped safely in each arm. The friends stared for a moment, frozen with identical looks of shock, before Julian shook his head.

“Yep, that’s definitely your dad.”

Rae stared another moment at her father-in-law before turning back to the group. There were still people trapped in those buildings, but she needed to triage before running inside.

First: take care of the children.

“James,” she said quietly, “you and the kids are going with Luke and Molly. I don’t know how long this is going to be, but you’re going to stay with them, all right?”

“Like hell I am!” he cried. “I’m going to stay with you—”

“You’re going to do as I say!” she silenced him fiercely before lowering her voice. “This is your five-year-old sister. Would you rather I left her in the care of someone else?”

His hand tightened instinctively around Aria’s, but an all too familiar look of worry paled the edges of his face. A worry she was just starting to realize never really left.

“What about Dad?” he asked again.

Second: take care of husband.

“Your dad’s going to be right behind you.”

That was the plan. To spirit her recently resurrected spouse to safety.

Devon had some different thoughts on the matter.

“Like hell I am.” He echoed his son’s exact words, forcing a jacket over his stiff and battered arms. “I’m evacuating the others—”

“You can barely stand,” Rae hissed.

“I’m fine—”

“You almost blew up!”

Aria stared between them with wide eyes, and Rae quickly checked herself, slipping into a voice that was almost comically sweet.

“I mean...you almost blew up, honey. Julian’s getting you out of here.”

NOW, she added telepathically.

“Where are they supposed to go?” Gabriel muttered, one hand wrapped protectively around Natasha’s wrist. It had been there since they’d left the infirmary. “Back to the parking lot?”

A delayed shiver ran down Rae’s back as she felt the heat of the car bomb all over again.

“No, not the parking lot,” she decided on the fly. They still didn’t know what cars were safe, and she wasn’t going to risk finding out now. “There’s a service entrance in the southeast corner; it’s where the delivery people get in to drop off food and supplies. We’ll meet there.”

“And do what?” Molly asked incredulously. “It’s a bunch of weeds.”

“It won’t be for long.”

“And what are you going to do?” Devon’s eyes shone with concern as he stared down at his wife, flickering occasionally to his children. It wasn’t like him to jump ship, especially when the stakes were so high, but there simply wasn’t another option. “Sweetheart, come with us.”

A part of her was dying to do just that. But another part would never forgive herself if she walked away. Already a band of hydrokinetics was standing in the middle of the lawn, firing giant arcs of water in every direction. In just a few moments, she fully intended to join them.

“I’m going to stay here and help.” She flashed a bright smile over his shoulder to where Aria was watching. “I’ll be there in just a few—”

CRACK!

The friends whirled around, their faces turned skyward as a giant crack made its way up the massive bell tower above the main hall, splintering it almost in half. It swayed precariously from side to side, clusters of crimson flames dancing around it, clusters of people running to freedom beneath.

The gang froze in terror, staring between the students and the broken stone. Any second, it was going to fall. Already, it was tilting dangerously towards the ground.

“Angel, can you freeze it?”

The lovely girl lifted her hands, frowned, shook back her hair, then lifted them again. An odd look flashed across her face as she tried a third time. This from a girl who could freeze anything. Who had once frozen LaGuardia Airport just so she and Julian wouldn’t miss
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