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    This single-author collection presents a broad survey of William Cowper’s art and mind, assembling major poems, hymns, letters, translations, and occasional prose. Readers will find the early didactic and satiric pieces gathered with The Task in six books, together with closely related occasional poems and epistles. The volume also preserves Cowper’s prefatory and explanatory writings, along with biographical and memorial pieces, including the Life, a memoir of his early years, and material concerning his family. Contextual documents, such as preliminary remarks and short essays, sit beside the principal works, enabling the whole to be read not only as poetry and correspondence but as a record of vocation, community, and reception.

The letters—presented in three parts and addressed to friends, patrons, and kin such as Lady Hesketh, Joseph Hill, the Rev. John Newton, the Rev. William Unwin, Samuel Rose, and William Hayley—form a substantial core of the collection. They exhibit Cowper’s distinctive epistolary voice: sociable yet reflective, attentive to domestic detail, landscape, and conscience, and alive to the fortunes of his books. Beyond literary news, the correspondence offers a running commentary on public events, private attachments, and the daily textures of rural life. Read together, these letters trace the networks that sustained him and clarify the circumstances from which the poems emerged.

Cowper’s principal poetic volumes are represented in full. The early sequence of moral and satiric essays in verse—Table Talk, The Progress of Error, Truth, Expostulation, Hope, Charity, Conversation, and Retirement—tests public conduct against religious and civic ideals in a plain yet flexible idiom. The Task, composed in blank verse, begins at the sofa and ranges outward through garden and village to questions of conscience, compassion, and national life. Related pieces, including Tirocinium and verse epistles, extend these concerns to education, friendship, and the pressures of custom, showing Cowper’s gift for a conversational style that accommodates meditation and critique.

Alongside these stand the occasional and narrative poems that broaden his range: the comic flight of The Diverting History of John Gilpin; humane protest in The Negro’s Complaint and Pity for Poor Africans; meditations on memory and filial devotion in On the Receipt of My Mother’s Picture; and late contemplations such as Yardley Oak and The Castaway. Animal fables, garden pieces, inscriptions, and elegies display a consistent sympathy with living creatures and with ordinary scenes. Whether playful or grave, these works reveal a poet who unites moral seriousness with humor, delicacy of observation, and a steady regard for the claims of feeling.

The devotional center of Cowper’s achievement appears in the Olney Hymns, represented here with scriptural headings and brief prose introductions. Composed in fellowship with John Newton, these hymns explore contrition, dependence, patience, joy in believing, and hope amid affliction. Their clear diction and close attachment to everyday experience helped shape English hymnody. Additional materials concerning Madame Guyon, together with Cowper’s translations of her verse, illuminate the mystical current that informed his piety. Read with the poems and letters, the hymns reveal the same discerning conscience, now disciplined to communal worship and private prayer.

Cowper’s classical and modern engagements are shown through extensive translations and imitations. He renders Milton’s Latin and Italian poems, selected fables of Gay, epigrams by Owen, and pieces from Virgil, Ovid, Horace, and the Greek Anthology, alongside occasional versions from Homer. His own Latin verse appears with English counterparts, including bilingual pairings such as The Lily and the Rose and The Poplar Field. These endeavors display his technical control, ethical tact, and historical curiosity, confirming translation as an extension of his craft—a way to test English against older measures while bringing ancient moral insight into contemporary speech.

Across genres, certain signatures persist: a conversational plainness capable of sudden elevation; close observation of fields, lanes, and hearth; a conscience sharpened by evangelical conviction; and a humane wit that prefers correction to scorn. In the letters, hymns, occasional poems, and long blank verse, Cowper enlarges the sphere of the domestic and natural into matters of public and spiritual moment. Often cited as a crucial bridge between eighteenth-century moral verse and the introspective currents that followed, he remains a writer of continuing relevance, prized for sympathy without sentimentality and for a style that makes candor an instrument of art.
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    The Works of William Cowper gathers a lifetime of verse, hymns, translations, and occasional pieces shaped by eighteenth‑century England’s moral and religious ferment. Born in 1731 and dying in 1800, Cowper wrote at the hinge between Augustan classicism and early Romanticism, blending conversational plainness with Miltonic blank verse. His career was repeatedly redirected by crises of mental health and by retreats to the rural parishes of Olney and Weston Underwood in Buckinghamshire. The collection’s prefaces, memoirs, and many addressed poems reveal an author situated within Evangelical networks, polite literary society, and expanding print culture, speaking to national politics through a domestic, reflective lens.

Educated at Westminster School under the Latin poet Vincent Bourne, Cowper absorbed classical discipline before entering the Inner Temple to train for the law. In 1763, a parliamentary appointment precipitated a breakdown that led to confinement at St. Albans with Dr. Nathaniel Cotton, whose piety foreshadowed Cowper’s Evangelical turn. By 1767 he had settled at Olney, living with Mary Unwin and under the pastoral care of the former slave‑ship captain turned minister John Newton. Their collaboration produced Olney Hymns (1779), an influential contribution to congregational song. The addressed verses to Unwin, Newton, and family members emerged within this intimate, reform‑minded milieu.

In the 1780s Cowper’s poetry widened from devotional inwardness to national critique. The Task (1785), prompted by Lady Austen’s playful “sofa” challenge, adopted stately blank verse to meditate on rural life, sociability, and conscience amid commercial expansion and enclosure. Through Newton’s circle, Cowper aligned with the burgeoning abolition movement—exemplified in The Negro’s Complaint and Pity for Poor Africans (both 1788), widely circulated as campaign verse after the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade formed in 1787. These poems marry moral urgency with accessible diction, helping position Cowper as a humane voice uniting Evangelical ethics and civic feeling.

Political turbulence also supplied subjects and occasions. The Gordon Riots of 1780 reverberate in Cowper’s lines on the burning of Lord Mansfield’s library, emblematic of law and civil order under threat. Naval disaster spurred Song on the Loss of the Royal George (1782–83), while addresses to Lord Thurlow weigh patronage and principle during contentious ministries. His verses on Warren Hastings reflect impeachment debates beginning in 1788. Across the decade, Britain watched the French Revolution with hope and dread; Cowper’s Annus Memorabilis, 1789 records an English Protestant’s guarded response, balancing sympathy for liberty with anxiety about zeal, crowds, and contagion.

Personal alliances continually shaped production and reception. Lady Austen’s vivacity yielded John Gilpin (first performed 1782), a comic ballad that raced through newspapers and salons, broadening Cowper’s audience. Patronage from the Catholic Throckmorton family at Weston Underwood (from 1786) supplied stability and subjects, while his cousin Lady Hesketh’s renewed support in 1785 eased finances. Young admirers like the lawyer Samuel Rose visited as pilgrims, and extensive verse‑letters to Joseph Hill, the Reverend William Unwin, and others enact eighteenth‑century epistolary sociability. Cowper’s pieces for the Northampton Mercury and kindred periodicals reveal an author attuned to provincial print networks.

Translation anchored Cowper in long quarrels over taste. His blank‑verse Homer (Iliad and Odyssey, 1791) repudiated Pope’s couplets, championing fidelity and an unornamented idiom consistent with his conversational aims; reviews were mixed but influential. He revived schoolboy reverence by translating Milton’s Latin and Italian verse, and rendered fables and minor poems from Horace, Vincent Bourne, and others, participating in a pan‑European republic of letters. Occasional sallies at contemporary poets—Erasmus Darwin among them—register anxieties about didactic science and ornament. Together these works placed Cowper at the center of debates about classicism, vernacular authenticity, and the moral uses of poetry.

Local landscapes supplied both solace and argument. From Olney to Weston Underwood, Buckinghamshire fields, rivers, and hedgerows become emblems of transience in The Poplar Field, Yardley Oak, and companion pieces lamenting felling and enclosure. His domestic menagerie—hares, dogs, birds—anchors a poetics of sympathy that anticipates Romantic animal feeling. Yet recurrent depressive episodes in 1773, the early 1780s, and disastrously in 1794–95 darkened his theology of election, while Mary Unwin’s stroke in 1792 and death in 1796 intensified loss. Late poems such as To Mary and The Castaway (1799) register spiritual shipwreck within a steadfast ethic of compassion.

Cowper’s contemporary reputation rested on The Task, his hymns, and his humane satire; they resonated with Britain’s Evangelical Revival, philanthropic reform, and a widening middling readership. Abolitionists quoted his verses; congregations sang his Olney Hymns; household anthologies preserved John Gilpin’s humor. After his death in 1800, relatives and friends—especially John Johnson and the poet William Hayley, whose Life and Letters of William Cowper appeared in 1803–04—shaped his posthumous image. The present collection’s memoirs, letters, and translations confirm a transitional figure: a poet of conscience and conversation bridging Augustan polish and Romantic inwardness, provincial retirement and public reform.
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    Prefaces and Poem Arguments
Introductory notes and arguments frame Cowper’s major poems with moral purpose, structure, and intended scope.
The tone is earnest and guiding, foregrounding themes of reform, piety, and rural reflection that recur throughout the collection.
The Life of Cowper (Parts I–III)
A multi-part biography traces Cowper’s upbringing, friendships, religious awakening, and literary labors.
Sympathetic and reflective, it charts his struggles with melancholy alongside the consolations of faith, nature, and companionship.
Autobiographical Writings: Memoir and Adelphi
These personal narratives (including Adelphi) record early family history, temperament, and spiritual experience.
Candid and searching, they reveal the roots of Cowper’s conscience-driven poetics and his turn to contemplative retirement.
Biographical and Critical Prose on John Newton and Cowper
Sketches and appraisals honor the Rev. John Newton and assess Cowper’s own literary character and aims.
Devotional and critical in balance, they illuminate the evangelical friendships and intellectual networks shaping the poetry.
Periodical Essays (The Connoisseur): Three Papers and Mr. Village to Mr. Town
Light, observant essays anatomize manners and taste in an urbane, conversational key.
They foreshadow Cowper’s later satiric verse, blending polite wit with moral scrutiny.
Epistolary Poems to Friends and Patrons (Lady Hesketh, Joseph Hill, Rev. Newton, Rev. Unwin, Rev. Bagot, and others; Parts I–III)
A vast series of verse-letters addresses intimates and patrons—among them Lady Hesketh, Joseph Hill, the Rev. John Newton, the Rev. William Unwin, the Rev. Walter Bagot, Mrs. Cowper, Mrs. Newton, Mrs. King, Samuel Rose, John Johnson, Lord Thurlow, Warren Hastings, and many more.
By turns playful, affectionate, corrective, and devout, these poems chronicle daily life, literary exchange, and spiritual counsel, revealing Cowper’s sociable voice across changing moods and years.
Moral Satires and Didactic Essays in Verse (Table Talk; The Progress of Error; Truth; Expostulation; Hope; Charity; Conversation; Retirement)
Discursive poems argue against fashionable impiety and public vice while championing sincerity, domestic virtue, and heartfelt religion.
Argumentative yet companionable in tone, they blend satire with pastoral imagery and evangelical assurance.
The Task (Books I–VI: The Sofa; The Time-Piece; The Garden; The Winter Evening; The Winter Morning Walk; The Winter Walk at Noon)
A capacious blank-verse meditation begins from a sofa and expands through garden, season, history, and conscience.
Relaxed yet morally urgent, it fuses domestic detail, nature-observation, and reformist critique into Cowper’s signature reflective mode.
Tirocinium; or, A Review of Schools
A didactic examination of education attacks fashionable schooling and proposes conscientious, individualized formation.
Practical and reformist in tone, it calls parents and tutors to moral stewardship of the young.
Olney Hymns (with Preliminary Remarks)
A sequence of devotional lyrics traces the believer’s journey through conviction, affliction, assurance, and praise, introduced by plainspoken pastoral counsel.
Simple, fervent, and congregational, they articulate Cowper’s evangelical theology and consolatory art.
Religious Translations and Mystical Devotions from Madame Guyon
Translations and a brief account render French Quietist spirituality into lucid English meditation.
Tender and contemplative, they emphasize surrender to divine love, inward repose, and joy refined by suffering.
Translations of Milton’s Latin and Italian Poems
Elegant versions of Milton’s elegies, odes, and sonnets display Cowper’s classical tact and moral sympathy.
Polished and faithful, they align his voice with a republican and pious literary lineage.
Translations from Vincent Bourne
Light, humane miniatures dwell on animals, art, and small civilities.
Genial and exact, they celebrate kindness and wit in the modest scenes that also animate Cowper’s own fables.
Translations of Greek Epigrams and Fragments
Compact renderings from the Greek Anthology consider friendship, mortality, satire, and daily habit.
Concise and poised, they balance playful sting with stoic reflection.
Translations from Gay, Virgil, Ovid, Horace, Homer, and Other Imitations
Classical and Augustan pieces—odes, satires, and descriptions—are adapted with clarity and measure, alongside select imitations and paraphrases.
Supple and idiomatic, they foreground moral reflection and technical control.
Cowper’s Original Latin Poems and Bilingual Versions
Original Latin pieces and paired Latin–English treatments address nature, time, public events, and loss.
Learned and compact, they echo classical form while conversing with Cowper’s English themes.
Ballads and Comic or Narrative Pieces (John Gilpin, Report of an Adjudged Case, The Cock-Fighter’s Garland, The Halibut, The Flatting Mill)
Humorous tales and mock-heroics turn everyday mishaps and oddities into brisk narratives.
Lively and performative, they showcase timing, character, and good-natured satire.
Fables, Animal Pieces, and Domestic Miniatures (The Dog and the Water-Lily; The Doves; The Rose; Pairing Time Anticipated; The Faithful Bird; The Retired Cat; and related poems)
Short moral tales and creature studies make pets, birds, and household scenes emblems of feeling and conduct.
Affectionate and gently didactic, they use clear narrative and image to reflect on sympathy, restraint, and the pleasures of home.
Nature and Place Poems (The Poplar Field; Yardley Oak; To the Nightingale; garden inscriptions; flood pieces; A Thought on the Sea Shore)
Elegiac and descriptive pieces linger over trees, birdsong, garden retreats, and rural prospects.
Meditative and sensory, they mingle transience with solace, treating nature as moral and spiritual companion.
Political and Social Poems (abolition, public events, patronage, rural economy)
Occasional verse addresses slavery, riots, patronage, and civic virtue, including anti-slavery laments and topical exhortations.
Earnest and reformist, it reframes controversy through conscience and compassion, extending to rural conditions in pieces like The Cottager and His Landlord.
Historical and Heroic Pieces (Boadicea; Heroism; The Four Ages)
These poems revisit classical and national exempla to test courage, liberty, and moral pride.
Grave and exhortative, they recast history as a mirror for present conduct.
Love, Friendship, and Memory Lyrics (On the Receipt of My Mother’s Picture; To Mary; To Mrs. Unwin; Friendship; The Castaway and related poems)
Personal addresses and elegies dwell on family, intimate bonds, gratitude, and the ache of remembrance.
Intimate and sometimes desolate, they trace a movement from tender gratitude toward late meditations on isolation and loss.
Songs, Odes, and Occasional Pieces
Short, tuneful poems written for friends or events range from celebratory and patriotic to peace-minded and reflective.
Accessible and melodic, they favor immediacy, sentiment, and social exchange.
Inscriptions, Epigrams, Sonnets, and Epitaphs
Brief commemorations and pointed miniatures honor people, pets, places, and trifles.
Compressed, witty, or poignant, they crystallize Cowper’s observational acuity and moral tact in highly finished small forms.
Literary and Artistic Addresses (To Sir Joshua Reynolds; To George Romney; On Flaxman’s Penelope; On the Neglect of Homer; and related pieces)
Verse letters and tributes to artists and scholars debate taste, celebrate craft, and register literary kinships.
Urbane and collegial, they situate Cowper within a living Republic of Letters while reflecting on art’s moral purpose.
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THE PINE APPLE AND THE BEE.
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SONG WRITTEN IN THE SUMMER OF 1783, AT THE REQUEST OF LADY AUSTEN.
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In presenting to the public this new and complete edition of the Life, Correspondence, and Poems of Cowper, it may be proper for me to state the grounds on which it claims to be the only complete edition that has been, or can be published.

After the decease of this justly admired author, Hayley received from my lamented brother-in-law, Dr. Johnson, (so endeared by his exemplary attention to his afflicted relative,) every facility for his intended biography. Aided also by valuable contributions from other quarters, he was thus furnished with rich materials for the execution of his interesting work. The reception with which his Life of Cowper was honoured, and the successive editions through which it passed, afforded unequivocal testimony to the industry and talents of the biographer and to the epistolary merits of the Poet. Still there were many, intimately acquainted with the character and principles of Cowper, who considered that, on the whole, a very erroneous impression was conveyed to the public. On this subject no one was perhaps more competent to form a just estimate than the late Dr. Johnson. A long and familiar intercourse with his endeared relative had afforded him all the advantages of a daily and minute observation. His possession of documents, and intimate knowledge of facts, enabled him to discover the partial suppression of some letters, and the total omission of others, that, in his judgment, were essential to the development of Cowper's real character. The cause of this procedure may be explained so as fully to exonerate Hayley from any charge injurious to his honour. His mind, however literary and elegant, was not precisely qualified to present a religious character to the view of the British public, without committing some important errors. Hence, in occasional parts of his work, his reflections are misplaced, sometimes injurious, and often injudicious; and in no portion of it is this defect more visible than where he attributes the malady of Cowper to the operation of religious causes.

It would be difficult to express the painful feeling produced by these facts on the minds of Dr. Johnson and of his friends. Hayley indeed seems to be afraid of exhibiting Cowper too much in a religious garb, lest he should either lessen his estimation, alarm the reader, or compromise himself. To these circumstances may be attributed the defects that we have noticed, and which have rendered his otherwise excellent production an imperfect work. The consequence, as regards Cowper, has been unfortunate. "People," observes Dr. Johnson, "read the Letters with 'the Task' in their recollection, (and vice versâ,) and are perplexed. They look for the Cowper of each in the other, and find him not; the correspondency is destroyed. The character of Cowper is thus undetermined; mystery hangs over it, and the opinions formed of him are as various as the minds of the inquirers." It was to dissipate this illusion, that my lamented friend collected the "Private Correspondence," containing letters that had been previously suppressed, with the addition of others, then brought to light for the first time. Still there remains one more important object to be accomplished: viz., to present to the British public the whole Correspondence in its entire and unbroken form, and in its chronological order. Then, and not till then, will the real character of Cowper be fully understood and comprehended; and the consistency of his Christian character be found to harmonize with the Christian spirit of his pure and exalted productions.

Supplemental to such an undertaking is the task of revising Hayley's Life of the Poet, purifying it from the errors that detract from its acknowledged value, and adapting it to the demands and expectations of the religious public. That this desideratum has been long felt, to an extent far beyond what is commonly supposed, the Editor has had ample means of knowing, from his own personal observation, and from repeated assurances of the same import from his lamented friend, the Rev. Legh Richmond.[2]

The time for carrying this object into effect is now arrived. The termination of the copyright of Hayley's Life of Cowper, and access to the Private Correspondence collected by Dr. Johnson, enable the Editor to combine all these objects, and to present, for the first time, a Complete Edition of the Works of Cowper, which it is not in the power of any individual besides himself to accomplish, because all others are debarred access to the Private Correspondence. Upwards of two hundred letters will be thus incorporated with the former work of Hayley, in their due and chronological order.

The merits of "The Private Correspondence" are thus attested in a letter addressed to Dr. Johnson, by a no less distinguished judge than the late Rev. Robert Hall.—"It is quite unnecessary to say that I perused the letters with great admiration and delight. I have always considered the letters of Mr. Cowper as the finest specimen of the epistolary style in our language; and these appear to me of a superior description to the former, possessing as much beauty, with more piety and pathos. To an air of inimitable ease and carelessness they unite a high degree of correctness, such as could result only from the clearest intellect, combined with the most finished taste. I have scarcely found a single word which is capable of being exchanged for a better. Literary errors I can discern none. The selection of words, and the construction of periods, are inimitable; they present as striking a contrast as can well be conceived to the turgid verbosity which passes at present for fine writing, and which bears a great resemblance to the degeneracy which marks the style of Ammianus Marcellinus, as compared to that of Cicero or of Livy. In my humble opinion, the study of Cowper's prose may on this account be as useful in forming the taste of young people as his poetry. That the Letters will afford great delight to all persons of true taste, and that you will confer a most acceptable present on the reading world by publishing them, will not admit of a doubt."

All that now remains is for the Editor to say one word respecting himself. He has been called upon to engage in this undertaking both on public and private grounds. He is not insensible to the honour of such a commission, and yet feels that he is undertaking a delicate and responsible office. May he execute it in humble dependence on the Divine blessing, and in a spirit that accords with the venerated name of Cowper! Had the life of his endeared friend, Dr. Johnson, been prolonged, no man would have been better qualified for such an office. His ample sources of information, his name, and his profound veneration for the memory of Cowper, (whom he tenderly watched while living, and whose eyes he closed in death,) would have awakened an interest to which no other writer could presume to lay claim. It is under the failure of this expectation, which is extinguished by the grave, that the Editor feels himself called upon to endeavour to supply the void; and thus to fulfil what is due to the character of Cowper, and to the known wishes of his departed friend. Peace be to his ashes! They now rest near those of his beloved Bard, while their happy spirits are reunited in a world, where no cloud obscures the mind, and no sorrow depresses the heart: and where the mysterious dispensations of Providence will be found to have been in accordance with his unerring wisdom and mercy.



It is impossible for the Editor to specify the various instances of revision in the narrative of Hayley, because they are sometimes minute or verbal, at other times more enlarged. The object has been to retain the basis of his work, as far as possible. The introduction of new matter is principally where the interests of religion, or a regard to Cowper's character seemed to require it; and for such remarks the Editor is solely responsible.
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	184



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Nov. 1, 1784. Cowper's reasons for not earlier acquainting Mr. Newton with his intention of publishing again; he resolves to include "John Gilpin"
	184



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Nov. 1784. On the death of Mr. Hill's mother; Cowper's recollections of his own mother; departure of Lady Austen; his new volume of Poems
	185



	To the Rev. John Newton, Nov. 27, 1784. Sketch of the contents and purpose of his new volume
	185



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Olney, 1784. On the transmission of his Poems; effect of medicines on the composition of poetry
	185



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Nov. 29, 1784. Substance of his last letter to Mr. Newton
	186



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Dec. 4, 1784. Aërial voyages
	188



	To the Rev. John Newton, Dec. 13, 1784. On the versification and titles of his new Poems; propriety of using the word worm for serpent
	188



	Passages in Milton and Shakespeare in which worm is so used
	189



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Dec. 18, 1784. Balloon travellers; inscription to his new poem; reasons for complimenting Bishop Bagot
	189



	To the Rev, John Newton, Christmas-eve, 1784. Cowper declines giving a new title to his new volume of Poems; remarks on a person lately deceased
	190



	General remarks on the particulars of Cowper's personal history
	190



	Remarks on the completion of the second volume of Cowper's Poems
	190



	Gibbon's record of his feelings on the conclusion of his History
	191



	Moral drawn from the evanescence of life
	191



	To the Rev. John Newton, Jan. 5, 1785. On the renouncement of the Christian character; epitaph on Dr. Johnson
	191



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Jan. 15, 1785. On delay in letter-writing; sentiments of Rev. Mr. Newton; Cowper's contributions to the Gentleman's Magazine; Lunardi's narrative
	192



	Explanations respecting Cowper's poem, entitled "The Poplar Field"
	192



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Jan. 22, 1785. Breaking up of the Frost; anticipations of proceedings in Parliament
	193



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Feb. 7, 1785. Progress of Cowper's second volume of Poems; his pieces in the Gentleman's Magazine; sentiments of a neighbouring nobleman and gentleman respecting Cowper
	193



	To the Rev. John Newton, Feb. 19, 1785. An ingenious bookbinder; poverty at Olney; severity of the late winter
	194



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Feb. 27, 1785. Inquiry concerning his health, and account of his own
	195



	To the Rev. John Newton, March 19, 1785. Uses and description of an old card table; want of exercise during the winter; petition against concessions to Ireland
	195



	To the Rev. William Unwin, March 20, 1785. Remarks on a Nobleman's eye; progress of his new volume; political reflections; celebrity of "John Gilpin"
	196



	To the Rev. John Newton, April 9, 1785. On the prediction of a destructive earthquake, by a German ecclesiastic
	197



	To the Rev. John Newton, April 22, 1785. On the popularity of "John Gilpin"
	197



	To the Rev. William Unwin, April 30, 1785. On the celebrity of "John Gilpin;" progress of Cowper's new volume; Mr. Newton's sentiments in regard to him; mention of some old acquaintances; discovery of a bird's nest in a gate-post
	198



	To the Rev. John Newton, May, 1785. Sudden death of Mr. Ashburner; remarks on the state of Cowper's mind; reference to his first acquaintance with Newton
	199



	To the Rev. John Newton, June 4, 1785. Character of the Rev. Mr. Greatheed; completion of Cowper's new volume; Bacon's monument to Lord Chatham
	200



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., June 25, 1785. Cowper's summer-house; dilatoriness of his bookseller
	200



	To the Rev. John Newton, June 25, 1785. Allusion to the mental depression under which Cowper laboured; Nathan's last moments; complaint of Johnson's delay; effects of drought; tax on gloves
	201



	To the Rev. John Newton, July 9, 1785. Mention of letters in praise of his Poems; conduct of the Lord Chancellor and G. Colman; reference to the commemoration of Handel; cutting down of the spinney
	202



	To the Rev. William Unwin, July 27, 1785. Violent thunder-storm; courage of a dog; on the love of Christ
	203



	To the Rev. John Newton, Aug. 6, 1785. Feelings on the subject of authorship; reasons for introducing John Gilpin in his new volume
	204



	To the Rev. John Newton, Aug. 17, 1785. Reasons for not writing to Mr. Bacon; Dr. Johnson's Diary; illness of Mr. Perry
	205



	Character of Dr. Johnson's Diary
	206



	Extracts from it
	207



	Arguments for the necessity of conversion
	207



	Johnson's neglect of the Sabbath
	207



	Testimony of Sir William Jones respecting the Holy Scriptures
	208



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Aug. 27, 1785. Thanks for presents; his second volume of Poems; remarks on Dr. Johnson's Journal; claims of who and that
	208



	To the Rev. John Newton, Sept. 24, 1785. Recollections of Southampton; recovery of Mr. Perry; proposed Sunday School
	209



	Origin of Sunday Schools
	210



	Their utility
	210



	Sentiments of the late Rev. Andrew Fuller on the Bible Society and on Sunday Schools
	210



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Oct. 11, 1785. Cowper excuses himself for not visiting Wargrave; on his printed epistle to Mr. Hill
	210



	Renewal of Cowper's intimacy with his cousin, Lady Hesketh
	211



	To Lady Hesketh, Oct. 12, 1785. Recollections revived by her letter; account of his own situation; allusion to his uncle's health; necessity of mental employment for himself
	211



	To the Rev. John Newton, Oct. 16, 1785. On the death of Miss Cunningham; expected removal of the Rev. Mr. Scott from Olney; Mr. Jones, steward of Lord Peterborough, burned in effigy
	212



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Oct. 22, 1785. Progress of his translation of Homer; course of reading recommended for Mr. Unwin's son
	213



	To the Rev. John Newton, Nov. 5, 1785. On his tardiness in writing; remarks on Mr. N.'s narrative of his life; strictures on Mr. Heron's critical opinions of Virgil and the Bible; lines addressed by Cowper to Heron
	214



	Remarks on Heron's "Letters on Literature"
	215



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Nov. 7, 1785. On the interruptions experienced by men of business from the idle
	215



	To Lady Hesketh, Nov. 9, 1785. Reference to his poems; he signifies his acceptance of her offer of pecuniary aid; his translation of Homer; description of his person
	215



	To the same, without date. His feelings towards her allusion to his translation of Homer
	217



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Nov. 9, 1785. On Bishop Bagot's Charge
	217



	To the Rev. John Newton, Dec. 3, 1785. Causes which led him to undertake the translation of Homer; visit from Mr. Bagot; renewal of his correspondence with Lady Hesketh; complains of indigestion
	217



	To the same, Dec. 10, 1785. On the favourable reports of his last volume of poems; censure of Pope's Homer
	218



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Dec. 24, 1785. On his translation of Homer
	219



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Dec. 24, 1785. On his translation of Homer
	219



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Dec. 31, 1785. On his negotiation with Johnson respecting the Translation of Homer; want of bedding among the poor of Olney
	220



	To Lady Hesketh, Jan. 10, 1786. His consciousness of defects in his poems; on his Translation of Homer
	221



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Jan. 14, 1786. On Mr. Unwin's introduction to Lady Hesketh; specimen of Cowper's translation of Homer, sent to General Cowper; James's powder; what is a friend good for? unreasonable censures
	221



	To the Rev. John Newton, Jan. 14, 1786. On his translation of Homer
	222



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Jan. 15, 1786. Explanation of the delay in the publication of his proposals; allusion to Bishop Bagot
	222



	To the same, Jan. 23, 1786. Dr. Maty's intended review of "The Task;" Dr. Cyril Jackson's opinion of Pope's Homer
	223



	To Lady Hesketh, Jan. 31, 1786. Acknowledgment of presents from Anonymous; state of his health; progress of his translation of Homer; correspondence with General Cowper
	223



	To the same, Feb. 9, 1786. Anticipations of a visit from her; description of the vestibule of his residence
	224



	To the same, Feb. 11, 1786. He announces that he has sent off to her a portion of his translation of Homer; effect of criticisms on his health; promise of Thurlow to Cowper
	225



	To the Rev. John Newton, Feb. 18, 1786. On their correspondence; his translation of Homer; proposed mottoes
	226



	To Lady Hesketh, Feb. 19, 1786. Preparations for her expected visit; character of Homer; criticism on Cowper's specimen
	226



	To the Walter Bagot, Feb. 27, 1786. Condolence on the death of his wife
	227



	To Lady Hesketh, March 6, 1786. On elisions in his Homer; progress of the work
	227



	To the Rev. W. Unwin, March 13, 1786. Character of the critic to whom he had submitted his Homer
	229



	To the Rev. John Newton, April 1, 1786. Expected visitors
	229



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., April 5, 1786. Reasons for declining to make any apology for his translation of Homer
	229



	Motives which induced Cowper to undertake a new version
	230



	To Lady Hesketh, April 17, 1786. Description of the vicarage at Olney, where lodgings had been taken for her; Mrs. Unwin's sentiments towards her; letter from Anonymous; his early acquaintance with Lord Thurlow
	230



	To Lady Hesketh, April 24, 1786. On her letters; anticipations of her coming; General Cowper
	231



	To the same, May 8, 1786. On Dr. Maty's censure of Cowper's translation of Homer; Colman's opinion of it; Cowper's stanzas on Lord Thurlow; invitation to Olney; specimen of Maty's animadversions; recommendation of a house at Weston; blunder of Mr. Throckmorton's bailiff; recovery of General Cowper
	232



	To the same, May 15, 1786. Anticipations of her arrival at Olney; proposed arrangements for the occasion; presumed motive of Maty's censures; confession of ambition
	233



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, May 20, 1786. His translation of Homer; reasons for not adopting Horace's maxim about publishing, to the letter
	235



	Secret sorrows of Cowper
	235



	To the Rev. John Newton, May 20, 1786. Cowper's unhappy state of mind; his connexions
	236



	Remarks on Cowper's depression of spirit
	237



	Delusion of supposing himself excluded from the mercy of God
	237



	Religious consolation recommended in cases of disordered intellect
	237



	To Lady Hesketh, May 25, 1786. Delay of her coming; visit to a house at Weston; the Throckmortons; anecdote of a quotation from "The Task;" nervous affections
	238



	To the same, May 29, 1786. Delay of her coming; preparations for it; allusion to his fits of dejection
	239



	To the same, June 4 and 5, 1786. Cowper rallies her on her fears of their expected meeting; dinner at Mr. Throckmorton's
	240



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., June 9, 1786. Relapse of the Lord Chancellor; renewal of correspondence with Colman; the Nonsense Club; expectation of Lady Hesketh's arrival
	241



	Arrival of Lady Hesketh at Olney
	241



	Influence of that event on Cowper
	241



	Extract from a letter from him to Mr. Bull
	241



	Description of a thunder-storm, from a letter to the same
	242



	Cowper's House at Olney
	242



	His intimacy with Mr. Newton
	242



	His pious and benevolent habits
	242



	He removes from Olney to the Lodge at Weston
	242



	His acquaintance with Samuel Rose, Esq. and the late Rev. Dr. Johnson
	242



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., June 19, 1786. His intended removal from Olney
	242



	To the Rev. John Newton, June 22, 1786. His employments; interruption given to them by Lady Hesketh's arrival; Newton's Sermons
	243



	To the Rev. Wm. Unwin, July 3, 1786. Lady Hesketh's arrival and character; state of his old abode and description of the new one at Weston; books recommended for Mr. Unwin's son
	243



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, July 4, 1786. Particulars relative to the translation of Homer
	244



	To the Rev. John Newton, Aug. 5, 1786. His intended removal from Olney; its unhealthy situation; his unhappy state of mind; comfort of Lady Hesketh's presence
	245



	Cowper's spirits not affected apparently by his mental malady
	246



	To the Rev. William Unwin, Aug. 24, 1786. Progress of his Translation; the Throckmortons
	246



	To the same, (without date.) His lyric productions; recollections of boyhood
	246



	Extract of a letter to the Rev. Mr. Unwin
	247



	Lines addressed to a young lady on her birth-day
	247



	Proposed plan of Mr. Unwin for checking sabbath-breaking and drunkenness
	247



	To the Rev. Wm. Unwin, (no date.) Cowper's opinion of the inutility of Mr. Unwin's efforts
	247



	Exhortation to perseverance in a good cause
	248



	Hopes of present improvement
	248



	To the Rev. William Unwin, (no date.) State of the national affairs
	248



	To the Rev. William Unwin, (no date.) Character of Churchill's poetry
	249



	To the same, (no date.) Cowper's discovery in the Register of poems long composed and forgotten by him
	250



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Aug. 31, 1786. Defence of elisions; intended removal to Weston
	250



	To the Rev. John Newton, Sept. 30, 1786. Defence of his and Mrs. Unwin's conduct
	251



	Explanatory remarks on the preceding letter
	251



	Amiable spirit and temper of Newton
	251



	To Joseph Hill, Esq. Oct. 6, 1786. Loss of the MS. of part of his translation
	251



	Cowper's removal to Weston
	251



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Nov. 17, 1786. On his removal from Olney; invitation to Weston
	253



	To the Rev. John Newton, Nov. 17, 1786. Excuse for delay in writing; his new residence; affection for his old abode
	253



	To Lady Hesketh, Nov. 26, 1786. Comforts of his new residence; the cliffs; his rambles
	254



	Unexpected death of the Rev. Mr. Unwin
	254



	To Lady Hesketh, Dec. 4, 1786. On the death of Mr. Unwin
	255



	To the same, Dec. 9, 1786. On a singular circumstance relating to an intended pupil of Mr. Unwin's
	255



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Dec. 9, 1786. Death of Mr. Unwin; Cowper's new situation at Weston
	256



	To the Rev. John Newton, Dec. 16, 1786. Death of Mr. Unwin; forlorn state of his old dwelling
	256



	To Lady Hesketh, Dec. 21, 1786. Cowper's opinion of praise; Mr. Throckmorton's chaplain
	257



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Jan. 3, 1787. Reason why a translator of Homer should not be calm; praises of his works; death of Mr. Unwin
	257



	Cowper has a severe attack of nervous fever
	258



	To Lady Hesketh, Jan. 8, 1787. State of his health; proposal of General Cowper respecting his Homer; letter from Mr. Smith, M.P. for Nottingham; Cowper's song of "The Rose" reclaimed by him
	258



	To the Rev. John Newton, Jan. 13, 1787. Inscription for Mr. Unwin's tomb; government of Providence in his poetical labours
	258



	To Lady Hesketh, Jan. 18, 1787. Suspension of his translation by fever; his sentiments respecting dreams; visit of Mr. Rose
	259



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., July 24, 1787. On Burns' poems
	260



	Remarks on Burns and his poetry
	260



	Passages from his poems
	261



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Aug. 27, 1787. Invitation to Weston; state of Cowper's health; remarks on Barclay's "Argenis," and on Burns
	261



	To Lady Hesketh, August 30, 1787. Improvement in his health; kindness of the Throckmortons
	262



	To the same, Sept. 4, 1787. Delay of her coming; Mrs. Throckmorton's uncle; books read by Cowper
	262



	To the same, Sept. 15, 1787. His meeting with her friend, Miss J——; new gravel-walk
	263



	To the same, Sept. 29, 1787. Remarks on the relative situation of Russia and Turkey
	263



	To the Rev. John Newton, Oct. 2, 1787. Cowper confesses that for thirteen years he doubted Mr. N.'s identity; acknowledgments for the kind offers of the Newtons; preparations for Lady Hesketh's coming
	263



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Oct. 19, 1787. State of his health; strength of local attachments
	264



	To the Rev. John Newton, Oct. 20, 1787. His miserable state during his recent indisposition; petition to Lord Dartmouth in behalf of the Rev. Mr. Postlethwaite
	264



	To Lady Hesketh, Nov. 10, 1787. On the delay of her coming; Cowper's kitten; changes of weather foretold by a leech
	265



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Nov. 16, 1787. On his own present occupation
	266



	To Lady Hesketh, Nov. 27, 1787. Walks and scenes about Weston; application from a parish clerk for a copy of verses; papers in "The Lounger;" anecdote of a beggar and vermicelli soup
	266



	To Lady Hesketh, Dec. 4, 1787. Character of the Throckmortons
	267



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Dec. 6, 1787. Visit to Mr. B.'s sister at Chichely; Bishop Bagot; a case of ridiculous distress
	267



	To Lady Hesketh, Dec. 10, 1787. Progress of his Homer; changes in life
	268



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Dec. 13, 1787. Requisites in a translator of Homer
	268



	To Lady Hesketh, Jan. 1, 1788. Extraordinary coincidence between a piece of his own and one of Mr. Merry's; "The Poet's New Year's Gift;" compulsory inoculation for small-pox
	269



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Jan. 5, 1788. Translation of the commencing lines of the Iliad, by Lord Bagot; revisal of Cowper's translation; the clerk's verses
	270



	To Lady Hesketh, Jan. 19, 1788. His engagement with Homer prevents the production of occasional poems; remarks on a new print of Bunbury's
	270



	To the Rev. John Newton, Jan. 21, 1788. Reasons for not writing to him; expected arrival of the Rev. Mr. Bean; changes of neighbouring ministers; narrow escape of Mrs. Unwin from being burned
	271



	To Lady Hesketh, Jan. 30, 1788. His anxiety on account of her silence
	272



	To the same, Feb. 1, 1788. Excuse for his melancholy; his Homer; visit from Mr. Greatheed
	272







	Causes of Cowper's correspondence with Mrs. King
	273



	To Mrs. King, Feb. 12, 1788. Reference to his deceased brother; he ascribes the effect produced by his poems to God
	273



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Feb. 14, 1788. A sense of the value of time the best security for its improvement; Mr. C——; brevity of human life illustrated by Homer
	273



	Commencement of the efforts for the abolition of the slave trade
	274



	To Lady Hesketh, Feb. 16, 1788. On negro slavery; Hannah More's poem on the Slave Trade; extract from it; advocates of the abolition of slavery; trial of Warren Hastings
	274



	To Lady Hesketh, Feb. 22, 1788. Remarks on Burke's speech impeaching Warren Hastings, and on the duty of public accusers
	276



	To the Rev. John Newton, March 1, 1788. Excuse for a lapse of memory in regard to a letter of Mr. Bean's
	276



	To the same, March 3, 1788. Arrival of Mr. Bean at Olney; Cowper's correspondence with Mrs. King
	276



	To Mrs. King, March 3, 1788. Brief history of his own life
	277



	To Lady Hesketh, March 3, 1788. Catastrophe of a fox-chace; Cowper in at the death
	278



	To the same, March 12, 1788. Remarks on Hannah More's works, and on Wilberforce's book; the Throckmortons
	278



	Cowper is solicited to write in behalf of the negroes
	279



	To General Cowper. 1788. Songs written by him on the condition of negro slaves
	279



	"The Morning Dream," a ballad
	279



	Efforts for the abolition of the Slave Trade
	280



	Wilberforce, the Liberator of Africa
	280



	Cowper's ballads on Negro slavery
	280



	The Negro's Complaint
	280



	The question why Great Britain should be the first to sacrifice interest to humanity answered by Cowper
	280



	Lines from Goldsmith's "Traveller," on the English character
	281



	Exposition of the cruelty and injustice of the slave trade, by Granville Sharp
	281



	Proof of the slow progress of truth
	281



	Extracts from Cowper's poems on Negro slavery
	282



	Case of Somerset, a slave, and Lord Mansfield's judgment
	282



	Final abolition of slavery by Great Britain, and efforts making for the religious instruction of the Negroes
	282



	Probability that Africa may be enlightened by their means
	283



	Cowper's lines on the blessings of spiritual liberty
	283



	Letter to Mrs. Hill, March 17, 1788. Thanks for a present of a turkey and ham; Mr. Hill's indisposition; inquiry concerning Cowper's library
	284



	To the Rev. John Newton, March 17, 1788. With a Song, written at Mr. N.'s request, for Lady Balgonie
	284



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, March 19, 1788. Coldness of the spring; remarks on "The Manners of the Great;" progress of his Homer
	284



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., March 29, 1788. He expresses his wonder that his company should be desirable to Mr. R.; Mrs. Unwin's character; acknowledges the receipt of some books; Clarke's notes on Homer; allusion to his own ballads on Negro slavery
	285



	To Lady Hesketh, March 31, 1788. He makes mention of his song, "The Morning Dream;" allusion to Hannah More on the "Manners of Great"
	286



	Character of and extracts from Mrs. More's work
	286



	To Mrs. King, April 11, 1788. Allusion to his melancholy, and necessity for constant employment; improbability of their meeting
	286



	To the Rev. John Newton, April 19, 1788. Remarks on the conduct of government in regard to the Slavery Abolition question
	287



	To Lady Hesketh, May 6, 1788. Smollett's Don Quixote; he thanks her for the intended present of a box for letters and papers; renewal of his correspondence with Mr. Rowley; remarks on the expression, "As great as two inkle weavers"
	288



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., May 8, 1788. Lament for the loss of his library; progress of his Homer
	288



	To Lady Hesketh, May 12, 1788. Mrs. Montagu and the Blue-Stocking Club; his late feats in walking
	288



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., May 24, 1788. Thanks for the present of prints of the Lacemaker and Crazy Kate; family of Mr. Chester; progress of Homer; antique bust of Paris
	289



	To the Rev. William Bull, May 25, 1788. He declines the composition of hymns, which Mr. B. had urged him to undertake
	290



	To Lady Hesketh, May 27, 1788. His lines on Mr. Henry Cowper; remarks on Mrs. Montagu's Essay on the Genius of Shakespeare; antique head of Paris; remarks on the two prints sent him by Mr. Hill
	290



	To the same, June 3, 1788. Sudden change of the weather; remarks on the advertisement of a dancing-master of Newport-Pagnell
	291



	To the Rev. John Newton, June 5, 1788. His writing engagements; effect of the sudden change of the weather on his health; character of Mr. Bean; visit from the Powleys; he declines writing further on the slave-trade; invitation to Weston; verses on Mrs. Montagu
	291



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., June 8, 1788. On the death of his uncle, Ashley Cowper
	292



	To Lady Hesketh, June 10, 1788. On the death of her father, Ashley Cowper
	292



	To the same, June 15, 1788. Recollections of her father
	293



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, June 17, 1788. Coldness of the season; reasons for declining to write on slavery; contrast between the awful scenes of nature and the horrors produced by human passions
	293



	To Mrs. King, June 19, 1788. He excuses his silence on account of inflammation of the eyes; sudden change of weather; reasons why we are not so hardy as our forefathers; his opinion of Thomson, the poet
	294



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., June 23, 1788. Apology for an unanswered letter; providence of God in regard to the weather; visitors at Weston; brevity of human life
	294



	To the Rev. John Newton, June 24, 1788. Difficulties experienced by Mr. Bean in enforcing a stricter observance of the Sabbath at Olney; remarks on the slave trade
	295



	To Lady Hesketh, June 27, 1788. Anticipations of her next visit; allusion to Lord Thurlow's promise to provide for him; anecdote of his dog Beau; remarks on his ballads on slavery
	296



	The Dog and the Water Lily
	297



	To Joseph Hill, Esq, July 6, 1788. He gives Mr. H. notice that he has drawn on him; allusion to an engagement of Mr. H.'s
	297



	To Lady Hesketh, July 28, 1788. Her talent at description; the lime-walk at Weston; remarks on the "Account of Five Hundred Living Authors"
	297



	To the same, August 9, 1788. Visitors at Weston; motto composed by Cowper for the king's clock
	298



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., August 18, 1788. Circumstances of their parting; he recommends Mr. R. to take due care of himself in his pedestrian journeys; strictures on Lavater's Aphorisms
	298



	Remarks on physiognomy, and on the merits of Lavater as the founder of the Orphan House at Zurich. Note
	299



	To Mrs. King, August 28, 1788. He playfully guesses at Mrs. King's figure and features
	299



	To the Rev. John Newton, Sept. 2, 1788. Reference to Mr. N.'s late visit; his own melancholy state of mind; Mr. Bean's exertions for suppressing public houses
	300



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Sept. 11, 1788. Remarkable oak; lines suggested by it; exhortation against bashfulness
	300



	To Mrs. King, Sept. 25, 1788. Thanks for presents; invitation to Weston
	301



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Sept. 25, 1788. A riddle; superior talents no security for propriety of conduct; progress of Homer; Mrs. Throckmorton's bullfinch
	302



	To Mrs. King, Oct. 11, 1788. Account of his occupations at different periods of his life
	302



	To the Rev. John Newton, Nov. 29, 1788. Declining state of Jenny Raban; Mr. Greatheed
	303



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Nov. 30, 1788. Vincent Bourne; invitation to Weston
	303



	To Mrs. King, Dec. 6, 1788. Excuse for not being punctual in writing; succession of generations; Cumberland's "Observer"
	304



	To the Rev. John Newton, Dec. 9, 1788. Mr. Van Lier's Latin MS.; Lady Hesketh and the Throckmortons; popularity of Mr. C. as a preacher
	304



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Jan. 19, 1789. Local helps to memory; Sir John Hawkins' book
	305



	To the same, Jan. 24, 1789. Accidents generally occur when and where we least expect them
	305



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Jan. 29, 1789. Excuse for irregularity in correspondence; progress of Homer; allusion to political affairs
	305



	To Mrs. King, Jan. 29, 1789. Thanks for presents; Mrs. Unwin's fall in the late frost; distress of the Royal Family on the state of the King, and anecdote of the Lord Chancellor
	306



	To the same, March 12, 1789. Excuse for long silence, and for not having sent, according to promise, all the small pieces he had written; his poem on the King's recovery
	306



	To the same, April 22, 1789. He informs Mrs. K. that he has a packet of poems ready for her; his verses on the Queen's visit to London on the night of the illuminations for the King's recovery; disappointment on account of her not coming to Weston; Twinings' translation of Aristotle
	307



	To the same, April 30, 1789. Thanks for presents; his brother's poems
	308



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., May 20, 1789. Reference to his lines on the Queen's visit; character of Hawkins Brown
	309



	To Mrs. King, May 30, 1789. He acknowledges the receipt of a packet of papers; reference to his poem on the Queen's visit
	309



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., June 5, 1789. He commissions Mr. R. to buy him a cuckoo-clock; Boswell's Tour to the Hebrides; Hawkins' and Boswell's Life of Johnson
	309



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, June 16, 1789. On his marriage; allusion to his poem on the Queen's visit
	310



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., June 20, 1789. He expresses regret at not receiving a visit from Mr. R.; acknowledges the arrival of the cuckoo-clock; remark on Hawkins' and Boswell's Life of Johnson
	310



	To Mrs. Throckmorton, July 18, 1789. Poetic turn of Mr. George Throckmorton; news concerning the Hall
	310



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., July 23, 1789. Importance of improving the early years of life; anticipations of Mr. R.'s visit
	311



	To Mrs. King, August 1, 1789. Grumbling of his correspondents on his silence; his time engrossed by Homer; he professes himself an admirer of pictures, but no connoisseur
	311



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., August 8, 1789. Mrs. Piozzi'sTravels; remark on the author of the "Dunciad"
	312



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., August 12, 1789. Unfavourable weather and spoiled hay; multiplicity of his engagements; Sunday school hymn
	312



	To the Rev. John Newton, August 16, 1789. Excuse for long silence; progress of Homer
	313



	Remarks on Cowper's observation that authors are responsible for their writings
	313



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Sept. 24, 1789. Coldness of the season
	313



	To the same, Oct. 4, 1789. Description of the receipt of a hamper, in the manner of Homer
	314



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot (without date). Excuse for long silence; why winter is like a backbiter; Villoison's Homer; death of Lord Cowper
	314



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot (without date). Remarks on Villoison's Prolegomena to Homer
	314



	Note on the reveries of learned men
	315



	To the Rev. John Newton, Dec. 1, 1789. Apology for not writing; Mrs. Unwin's state of health; reference to political events
	315



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Dec. 18, 1789. Political reflections
	316



	Character of the French Revolution
	316



	Burke on the features which distinguish the French Revolution from that of England in 1688
	316



	Political and moral causes of the French Revolution
	317



	Origin of the Revolution in America
	317



	The Established Church endangered by resistance to the spirit of the age
	318



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Jan. 3, 1790. Excuses for silence; inquiry concerning Mr. R.'s health; laborious task of revisal
	318



	To Mrs. King, Jan. 4, 1790. His anxiety on account of her long silence; his occupations; Mrs. Unwin's state
	319



	To the same, Jan. 18, 1790. He contradicts a report that he intends to quit Weston; reference to his Homer
	319



	Commencement of Cowper's acquaintance with his cousin the Rev. John Johnson
	320



	To Lady Hesketh, Jan. 22, 1790. Particulars concerning a poem of his cousin Johnson's; anticipations of the Cambridge critics respecting his Homer
	320



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Feb. 2, 1790. He impugns the opinion of Bentley that the last Odyssey is spurious
	320



	To the Rev. John Newton, Feb. 5, 1790. Account of his painful apprehensions in the month of January
	321



	To Lady Hesketh, Feb. 9, 1790. Service rendered by her to his cousin Johnson; Cowper's lines on a transcript of an Ode of Horace by Mrs. Throckmorton
	321



	To the same, Feb. 26, 1790. He promises to send her a specimen of his Homer for the perusal of a lady; his delight at being presented by a relative with his mother's picture
	322



	To Mrs. Bodham, Feb. 27, 1790. He expresses his delight at receiving his mother's picture from her; lines written by him on the occasion; recollections of his mother; invitation to Weston; remembrances of other maternal relatives
	323



	To John Johnson, Esq., Feb. 28, 1790. He refers to the present of his mother's picture; he mentions his invitation of the family of the Donnes to Weston; inquires concerning Mr. J.'s poem
	324



	To Lady Hesketh, March 8, 1790. On Mrs. —— opinion of his Homer; his sentiments on the Test Act; passage from his poems on that subject; ill health of Mrs. Unwin
	324



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., March 11, 1790. On the state of his health: he condemns the practice of dissembling indispositions
	325



	To Mrs. King, March 12, 1790. On her favourable opinion of his poems; his mother's picture and his poem on the receipt of it
	325



	To Mrs. Throckmorton, March 21, 1790. He regrets her absence from Weston; Mrs. Carter's opinion of his Homer; his new wig
	326



	To Lady Hesketh, March 22, 1790. His opinion of the style best adapted to a translation of Homer
	326



	To John Johnson, Esq., March 23, 1790. Character of the Odyssey; Cowper professes his affection for Mr. J.
	327



	To the same, April 17, 1790. Remark on an innocent deception practised by Mr. J.; Cowper boasts of his skill in physiognomy, and recommends the study of Greek
	328



	To Lady Hesketh, April 19, 1790. His revisal of Homer; anecdote of a prisoner in the Bastile, and lines on the subject
	328



	To the same, April 30, 1790. Message to Bishop Madan; remarks on General Cowper's approbation of his picture verses
	328



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., May 2, 1790. On the approaching termination of his employment with Homer
	329



	To Mrs. Throckmorton, May 2, 1790. Humorous account of a boy sent with letters to her in Berkshire; Cowper's adventure with a dog
	329



	To Lady Hesketh, May 28, 1790. He declines the offer of her services to procure him the place of poet laureat
	329



	To the same, June 3, 1790. He is applied to by a Welshman to get him made poet laureat
	330



	To John Johnson, Esq., June 7, 1790. Advice to Mr. J. on his future plans and studies; with remarks on Cowper's strictures on the University of Cambridge
	330



	Remarks on Cowper's exhortation respecting the divinity of the glorious Reformation
	330



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., June 8, 1790. Congratulations on his intended marriage; proposed riddle
	331



	To Mrs. King, June 14, 1790. His literary occupations; state of Professor Martyn's health; ill health of Mrs. Unwin
	331



	To Lady Hesketh, June 17, 1790. Grievance of going a-visiting; his envy of a poor old woman; inscriptions for two oak plantations
	332



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, June 22, 1790. Snakes and ants of Africa; Bishop Bagot and his mutinous clergy
	333



	To Mrs. Bodham, June 29, 1790. Anticipations of a visit from her
	333



	To Lady Hesketh, July 7, 1790. State of Mrs. Unwin; remarks on the abolition of ranks by the French
	334



	To John Johnson, Esq., July 8, 1790. Recommendation of music as an amusement; expected visit from Mr. J. and his sister
	334



	To Mrs. King, July 16, 1790. On their recent visit to Weston; reference to his own singularities; regrets for the distance between them
	334



	To John Johnson, Esq., July 31, 1790. Warning against carelessness and shyness; proposed employments and amusements
	335



	To the Rev. John Newton, Aug. 11, 1790. On the state of Mrs. Newton's health; he refers to his own state, and declines the offer of trying the effect of animal magnetism
	336



	To Mrs. Bodham, Sept. 9, 1790. He informs her of the termination of his labours with Homer, and the conveyance of his translation to London by Mr. Johnson
	336



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Sept. 13, 1790. On his marriage; Cowper's preface to his Homer; solution of the riddle in a former letter to Mr. R.
	337



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Sept. 17, 1790. On the list of subscribers to his Homer
	337



	To Mrs. King, Oct. 5, 1790. On her illness; allusion to a counterpane which she had presented to him; reference to the list of subscribers to his Homer, and the time of publication
	338



	To the Rev. John Newton, Oct. 15, 1790. On the death of Mrs. Scott; translation of Van Lier's letters; concern for Mrs. Newton's sufferings
	338



	To the same, Oct. 26, 1790. His instructions to Johnson, the bookseller, to affix to the first volume of his poems the preface written for it by Mr. N.; fall of the leaves a token of the shortness of human life
	338



	On Christian submission to the divine will in regard to life and death
	339



	To Mrs. Bodham, Nov. 21, 1790. Character of her nephew, Mr. Johnson; Mrs. Hewitt
	340



	To John Johnson, Esq., Nov. 26, 1790. On the study of jurisprudence; visit from the Dowager Lady Spencer
	340



	To Mrs. King, Nov. 29, 1790. On the praises of friends; his obligations to Professor Martyn; progress in printing his Homer
	341



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Nov. 30, 1790. On his professional exertions in behalf of a friend; revisal of proofs of his Homer
	341



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Dec. 1, 1790. He retorts the charge of long silence, and boasts of his intention to write; progress in printing his Homer; his reasons for not soliciting the laureatship
	341



	To the Rev. John Newton, Dec. 5, 1790. Dying state of Mrs. Newton
	341



	Remarks on the doubts and fears of Christians
	342



	To John Johnson, Esq., Dec. 18, 1790. Cambridge subscription for Homer; progress in printing the work
	342



	To Mrs. King, Dec. 31, 1790. Thanks for the present of a counterpane; his own indisposition; his poetical operations
	342



	Cowper's verses on the visit of Miss Stapleton to Weston
	343



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Jan. 4, 1791. On his own state of health; on the quantity of syllables in verse
	343



	To the Rev. John Newton, Jan. 20, 1791. On the death of Mrs. N.
	344



	To John Johnson, Esq., Jan. 21, 1791. He urges Mr. J. to come to Weston; caution respecting certain singularities
	344



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Feb. 5, 1791. Thanks for subscriptions from Scotland, and for the present of Pope's Homer
	344



	To Lady Hesketh, Feb. 13, 1791. Influence of a poet's reputation on an innkeeper
	345



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Feb. 26, 1791. He playfully gives Mr. B. leave to find fault with his verses; his sentiments respecting blank verse
	345



	To John Johnson, Esq., Feb. 27, 1791. Progress in printing Homer; neglect of his work by Oxford
	346



	To Mrs. King, March 2, 1791. Apology for forgetting a promise, owing to his being engrossed by Homer; success of his subscription at Cambridge; the Northampton dirge
	346



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., March 6, 1791. Progress in Printing his Homer
	346



	Commencement of Cowper's acquaintance with the Rev. James Hurdis
	347



	To the Rev. James Hurdis, March 6, 1791. He compliments Mr. H. on his poetical productions; thanks him for offers of service; excuses himself from visiting him, and invites him to Weston
	347



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., March 10, 1791. Simile drawn from French and English prints of subjects in Homer
	347



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, March 18, 1791. On Dr. Johnson's taste for poetry; aptness of Mr. B.'s quotations; Mr. Chester's indisposition
	347



	To John Johnson, Esq., March 19, 1791. On the poems of Elizabeth Bentley, an untaught female of Norwich
	348



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., March 24, 1791. On his application to Dr. Dunbar relative to subscriptions to Cowper's Homer
	348



	To Lady Hesketh, March 25, 1791. Slight of Horace Walpole; a night alarm and its effects; remarks on a book sent by Lady H.
	349



	To the Rev. John Newton, March 29, 1791. Recollections of past times; difference between dreams and realities; reasons why the occasional pieces which he writes do not reach Mr. N.; expected visit of his maternal relations; his mortuary verses
	349



	To Mrs. Throckmorton, April 1, 1791. On the failure of an attempt in favour of his subscription at Oxford; remarks on a pamphlet by Mr. T.
	350



	To John Johnson, Esq., April 6, 1791. Thanks for Cambridge subscriptions
	350



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., April 29, 1791. Subscriptions to his Homer
	351



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, May 2, 1791. Progress in printing Homer; visit from Mr. B.'s nephew; Milton's Latin poems
	351



	Dr. Johnson's remark on Milton's Latin poems
	351



	To the Rev. Mr. Buchanan, May 11, 1791. On a poem of Mr. B.'s
	352



	To Lady Hesketh, May 18, 1791. Complaint of her not writing; letter from Dr. Cogswell, of New York, respecting his poems
	352



	To John Johnson, Esq., May 23, 1791. On his translation of the Battle of the Frogs and the Mice
	352



	The Judgment of the Poets, a poem, by Cowper, on the relative charms of May and June
	352



	To Lady Hesketh, May 27, 1791. Tardiness of the printer of his Homer
	353



	To John Johnson, Esq., June 1, 1791. He congratulates Mr. J. on the period of his labours as a transcriber
	353




PART THE THIRD.




	Observations on Cowper's version of Homer
	353



	Reasons of his failure in that work to satisfy public expectation
	354



	Comparative specimens of Pope's and Cowper's versions
	354



	To the Rev. Mr. Hurdis, June 13, 1791. Completion of his Homer; their mutual fondness for animals; a woman's character best learned in domestic life
	355



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., June 15, 1791. Man an ungrateful animal; visit from Norfolk relations
	356



	To Dr. James Cogswell, June 15, 1791. Acknowledgement of a present of books; his translation of Homer; books sent by him to Dr. C.
	356



	To the Rev. John Newton, June 24, 1791. Exhortation to more frequent correspondence; affectionate remembrance of Mr. N.; on the recent loss of his wife; value of Homer
	357



	To Mrs. Bodham, July 7, 1791. Apology for having omitted to send a letter which he had written; he declines visiting Norfolk; state of health of her relatives then at Weston
	358



	To the Rev. John Newton, July 22, 1791. His engagement in making corrections for a new edition of Homer; decline of the Rev. Mr. Venn; reference to the riots at Birmingham
	359



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Aug. 2, 1791. Visit of Lady Bagot; riots at Birmingham
	359



	To Mrs. King, Aug. 4, 1791. State of her health; his own and Mrs. Unwin's; invitation to Weston; publication of his Homer
	360



	To the Rev. Mr. Hurdis, Aug. 1791. His study being liable to all sorts of intrusions, he cannot keep his operations secret; reason for his dissatisfaction with Pope's Homer; recommendation of Hebrew studies
	360



	To John Johnson, Esq., Aug. 9, 1791. Causes for his being then an idle man
	361



	Cowper undertakes the office of editor of Milton's works
	361



	Regret expressed that he did not devote to original composition the time given to translation
	361



	Origin of Cowper's acquaintance with Hayley
	362



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Sept. 21, 1791. He informs him of his new engagement as editor of Milton
	362



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Sept. 21, 1791. Pleasure afforded by Lord Bagot's testimony in favour of his Homer; inquiry concerning persons alluded to in an elegy of Milton's
	362



	To the Rev. Mr. King, Sept. 23, 1791. On Mrs. K.'s indisposition
	363



	To Mrs. King, Oct. 22, 1791. Congratulation on her recovery; he contends that women possess much more fortitude than men; he acquaints her with his new engagement on Milton
	363



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Oct. 25, 1791. Visit of Mr. Chester; poem of Lord Bagot's; condemnation of a remark of Wharton's respecting Milton
	364



	To John Johnson, Esq., Oct. 31, 1791. His delight to hear of the improved health of Mr. J. and his sister; his own state of health; his new engagement
	364



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., Nov. 14, 1791. On compound epithets; progress in his translation of Milton's Latin poems
	365



	To the Rev. John Newton, Nov. 16, 1791. Apology for not sending a poem which Mr. N. had asked for; Mr. N.'s visit to Mrs. Hannah More; her sister's application for Cowper's autograph; Cowper regrets that he had never seen a mountain; his engagement on Milton
	365



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Dec. 5, 1791. Expectation of a new edition of his Homer; he defends a passage in it; his engagement upon Milton
	366



	To the Rev. Mr. Hurdis, Dec. 10, 1791. His engagement upon Milton
	366



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., Dec. 21, 1791. Sudden seizure of Mrs. Unwin
	366



	Cowper's affliction on occasion of Mrs. Unwin's attack
	367



	To Mrs. King, Jan. 26, 1792. He describes the circumstances of Mrs. Unwin's alarming seizure; he asserts that women surpass men in true fortitude; his engagements
	367



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot, Feb. 14, 1792. On the indisposition of Mr. B. and his children; he professes his intention to avail himself of all remarks in a new edition of his Homer; course which he purposes to pursue in regard to Milton; his correspondence with the Chancellor
	368



	To Thomas Park, Esq., Feb. 19, 1792. Acknowledgment of the receipt of books sent by him; he signifies his acceptance of the offer of notices relative to Milton
	368



	To the Rev. John Newton, Feb. 20, 1792. Lines written by him for Mrs. Martha More's Collection of Autographs; his reply to the demand of more original composition; remarks on the settlement at Botany Bay, and African colonization
	369



	To the Rev. Mr. Hurdis, Feb. 21, 1792. Reasons for deferring the examination of Homer; progress made in Milton's poems
	369



	To the Rev. Mr. Hurdis, March 2, 1792. He expresses his obligations for Mr. H.'s remarks on Homer; he permits the tragedy of Sir Thomas More to be inscribed to him
	370



	To the Rev. John Newton, March 4, 1792. Departure of the Throckmortons from Weston; his dislike of change
	370



	To Mrs. King, March 8, 1792. On her late indisposition; testimonies concerning his Homer
	371



	To Thomas Park, Esq., March 10, 1792. On Mr. P.'s professional pursuits; he disclaims a place among the literati; and asks for a copy of Thomson's monumental inscription
	371



	To John Johnson, Esq., March 11, 1792. He mentions having heard a nightingale sing on new year's day, departure of Lady Hesketh; expected visit of Mr. Rose
	372



	Verses addressed to "The Nightingale which the author heard on new year's day, 1792"
	372



	To the Rev. John Newton, March 18, 1792. He assures Mr. N. that, though reduced to the company of Mrs. Unwin alone, they are both comfortable
	372



	To the Rev. Mr. Hurdis, March 23, 1792. Remarks on Mr. H.'s Tragedy of Sir Thomas More
	373



	To Lady Hesketh, March 25, 1752. Cause of the delay of a preceding letter to her; detention of Mr. Hayley's letter to Cowper, at Johnson the bookseller's
	373



	To Thomas Park, Esq., March 30, 1792. Remarks on a poem of Mr. P.'s
	374



	To Samuel Rose, Esq., March 30, 1792. Spends his mornings in letter writing
	374



	To the same, April 5, 1792. Vexatious delay of printers; supposed secret enemy
	374



	To William Hayley, Esq., April 6, 1792. Expected visit of Mr. H.; Cowper introduces Mrs. Unwin, and advises him to bring books with him, if he should want any
	375



	To the Rev. Mr. Hurdis, April 8, 1792. Apology for delay in writing; reference to Mr. H.'s sisters; and to an unanswered letter
	375



	To Joseph Hill, Esq., April 15, 1792. Thanks for a remittance; satirical stanzas on a blunder in his Homer; progress in Milton
	376



	To Lady Throckmorton, April 16, 1792. Lady thieves; report of his being a friend to the slave trade; means taken by him to refute it
	376



	Sonnet addressed to William Wilberforce, Esq., and published by Cowper in contradiction of the report above-mentioned
	377



	Remarks on a report respecting Cowper's sentiments relative to the Slave Trade
	377



	Reflections on Popularity
	377



	Letter to the Rev. J. Jekyll Rye. April 16, 1792. Cowper asserts the falsehood of a report that he was friendly to the Slave Trade
	377



	To the Printers of the Northampton Mercury; on the same subject, with a Sonnet addressed to Mr. Wilberforce
	378



	Remarks on the relative merits of rhyme and blank verse, with reference to a translation of Homer
	378



	Cowper's sentiments on the subject, and on translation in general
	379



	To the Lord Thurlow. On the inconvenience of rhyme in translation
	379



	Lord Thurlow to William Cowper, Esq. On the value of rhyme in certain kinds of poems; on metrical translations; close translation of a passage in Homer
	380



	To the Lord Thurlow. Vindication of Cowper's choice of blank verse for his translation of Homer; his version of the passage given by Lord T.
	381



	Lord Thurlow to William Cowper, Esq. On his translation of Homer
	382



	To the Lord Thurlow. On the same subject
	382



	Passages from Cowper's translation
	382



	Facts respecting it
	383



	To Mr. Johnson, the bookseller. Feb. 11, 1790. Cowper acknowledges his obligations to Mr. Fuseli, for his remarks on his translation of Homer
	383



	To the same. Sept. 7, 1790. On the same subject
	383



	Indignant remonstrance of Cowper's, addressed to Johnson on the alteration of a line in one of his poems
	384



	To Thomas Park, Esq. April 27, 1792. Remarks on some Poems of Mr. P.'s, and on his own literary engagements
	384



	Marriage of Mr. Courtenay to Miss Stapleton
	385



	To Lady Hesketh. May 20, 1792. On the marriage of Mr. Courtenay; Dr. Madan's promotion to a Bishopric; complimentary Sonnet produced by Cowper, addressed to Mr. Wilberforce; Lines to Warren Hastings, Esq.
	385



	To John Johnson, Esq. May 20, 1792. On the postponement of his Ordination, &c.
	386



	Hayley's visit to Cowper, and his account of it
	386



	Sonnet addressed by Cowper to Mrs. Unwin
	386



	Mrs. Unwin's paralytic attack
	386



	Kind attentions of Hayley
	387



	To Lady Hesketh. May 24, 1792. Seizure and state of Mrs. Unwin
	387



	To the same. May 26, 1792. State of Mrs. Unwin
	387



	Lines addressed to Dr. Austen
	388



	To Mrs. Bodham. June 4, 1792. On the postponement of Mr. Johnson's Ordination
	388



	To William Hayley, Esq. June 4, 1792. State of Mrs. Unwin
	388



	To the same. June 5, 1792. On the same subject
	388



	To the same. June 7, 1792. On the same subject
	389



	To the same. June 10, 1792. On the same subject; Lines addressed to Dr. Darwin
	389



	Origin of Darwin's Poem of the "Botanic Garden"
	389



	To Lady Hesketh. June 11, 1792. On his growing correspondence; improvement in Mrs. Unwin's health; events of the past two months; arrival of Mr. Johnson
	390



	To William Hayley, Esq. June 19, 1792. State of Mrs. Unwin; Ice-islands and cold summers; proposed visit to Hayley at Eartham
	390



	Remarks on a supposed change in the climate, with passages from Cowper's translation of a Poem of Milton's on that subject
	391



	To William Hayley, Esq. June 27, 1792. Intended journey to Eartham; Catharina, on her marriage to George Courtenay, Esq.
	391



	To the same. July 4, 1792. Suspension of his literary labours; his solicitude for Mrs. Unwin; his visit to Weston Hall
	392



	To the same. July 15, 1792. On the proposed journey to Eartham; translations from Milton; portrait of Cowper by Abbot
	392



	To Thomas Park, Esq. July 20, 1792. On the obstacles to his literary engagements; reference to Cowper's drawings, and to the Olney Hymns
	392



	To William Hayley, Esq. July 22, 1792. Preparations for the journey to Eartham
	393



	To the Rev. William Bull. July 25, 1792. On his sitting to Abbot for his portrait; his intended journey to Eartham
	393



	To William Hayley, Esq. July 29, 1792. His terror at the proposed journey; resemblance of Abbot's portrait
	394



	To the Rev. John Newton. July 30, 1792. State of Mrs. Unwin; intended journey to Eartham; recollections awakened by Mr. N.'s visit to Weston
	394



	To the Rev. Mr. Greatheed. Aug. 6, 1792. Account of his journey to Eartham, and situation there
	395



	To Mrs. Courtenay. Aug. 12, 1792. Particulars of the journey to Eartham, and description of the place
	395



	To Samuel Rose, Esq. Aug. 14, 1792. Invitation to Eartham
	396



	To the same. Aug. 18, 1792. Cowper wishes him to join the party at Eartham
	396



	To Mrs. Courtenay. Aug. 25, 1792. Epitaph on Fop; arrangements for the return to Weston; state of himself and Mrs. Unwin
	396



	To the Rev. Mr. Hurdis. Aug. 26, 1792. On the death of his sister; invitation to Eartham
	397



	To Lady Hesketh. Aug. 26, 1792. Company at Eartham; his own state and Mrs. Unwin's; portrait of Cowper by Romney
	397



	To Mrs. Charlotte Smith. Sept. 1792. Sympathy of himself and Hayley in her misfortunes: remark on an expression in her letter; state of Mrs. Unwin
	398



	To Lady Hesketh. Sept. 9, 1792. Reasons for preferring Weston to Eartham; state of Mrs. Unwin; arrangements for their return; character of Mr. Hurdis
	398



	Cowper's occupations at Eartham
	399



	Account of Andreini's Adamo, which suggested to Milton the design of his Paradise Lost
	399



	To Mrs. Courtenay. Sept. 10, 1792. Reference to the French Revolution; state of Mrs. Unwin; remembrances to friends at Weston
	400



	Departure from Eartham
	400



	To William Hayley, Esq. Sept. 18, 1792. Cowper's feelings on his departure
	400



	To the same. Sept. 21, 1792. Particulars of his journey and arrival at Weston
	401



	To the same. Oct. 2, 1792. Unsuccessful attempt at writing
	401



	To the same. Oct. 13, 1792. Cowper's impatience for the arrival of Hayley's portrait; his intention of paying a poetical tribute to Romney
	401



	To Mrs. King. Oct. 14, 1792. Reference to the visit to Eartham
	402



	To the Rev. John Newton. Oct. 18, 1792. His employments at Eartham; and indisposition at Weston, urged as an excuse for not writing; reference to his visit to Hayley
	402



	To John Johnson, Esq. Oct. 19, 1792. On his expected visit; Cowper's unfitness for writing
	403



	To John Johnson, Esq. Oct. 22, 1792. Reflections on J.'s sitting for his picture
	403



	To William Hayley, Esq. Oct. 28, 1792. Cowper complains of his unfitness for literary labour, and the grievance that Milton is to him; sonnet addressed to Romney
	403



	To John Johnson, Esq. Nov. 5, 1792. Cowper's opinion of his Homer
	404



	To Samuel Rose, Esq. Nov. 9, 1792. Hindrances to his literary labours; Mrs. Unwin's situation and his own depression of spirits; he consents to the prefixing his portrait to a new edition of his poems
	404



	To the Rev. John Newton. Nov. 11, 1792. Apology for not writing to him; his gloomy state of mind
	405



	To John Johnson, Esq. Nov. 20, 1792. Thanks him for his verses; his engagement to supply the new clerk of Northampton with an annual copy of verses; reference to his indisposition
	405



	To William Hayley, Esq. Nov. 25, 1792. Acknowledgment of his friendship; his acceptance of the office of Dirge-writer to the new clerk of Northampton
	405



	To the Rev. John Newton. Dec. 9, 1792, Reasons for not being in haste with Milton; injurious effect of the season on his spirits
	406



	To Joseph Hill, Esq. Dec. 16, 1792. Political reflections with reference to the question of Parliamentary Reform, reformation of the Church, and the rights of Catholics and Dissenters
	406



	First agitation of the question of Parliamentary Reform
	407



	To Thomas Park, Esq. Dec. 17, 1792. Obstacles to his writing while at Mr. Hayley's, and since his return home; on Johnson's intention of prefixing his portrait to his poems
	407



	Anecdote of Mrs. Boscawen
	407



	To William Hayley, Esq. Dec. 26, 1792. The year '92 a most melancholy one to him
	408



	To Thomas Park, Esq. Jan. 3, 1793. Introduction of Mr. Rose to him; Cowper refers to a remedy recommended by Mr P. for inflammation of the eyes; his share in the Olney Hymns
	408



	To William Hayley, Esq. Jan. 20, 1793. Cowper's solicitude respecting his welfare; arrival of Hayley's picture
	408



	To the same. Jan. 29, 1793. On the death of Dr. Austen
	409



	To John Johnson, Esq. Jan. 31, 1793. Thanks for pheasants, and promises of welcome to a bustard
	409



	To Samuel Rose, Esq. Feb. 5, 1793. Revisal of Homer
	409



	To Lady Hesketh. Feb. 10, 1793. Necessity for his taking laudanum; he rallies her on her political opinions
	410



	To Samuel Rose, Esq. Feb. 17, 1793. Remarks on a criticism on his Homer in the Analytical Review
	410



	To the Rev. Mr. Hurdis. Feb. 22, 1793. He congratulates Mr. H. on the prospect of his being elected Poetry Professor at Oxford; observations in natural history
	410



	To William Hayley, Esq. Feb. 24, 1793. Complains of inflamed eyes as a hindrance to writing; revisal of Homer; dream about Milton
	411



	Milton's Vision of the Bishop of Winchester
	411



	To the Rev. Walter Bagot. March 4, 1793. His ailments and employments; reference to the French Revolution
	411



	Letter from Thomas Hayley (son of William Hayley, Esq.) to William Cowper, Esq. containing criticisms on his Homer
	412



	To Mr. Thomas Hayley. March 14, 1793. In answer to the preceding
	413



	To William Hayley, Esq. March 19, 1793. Complains of being harassed by a multiplicity of business; his progress in Homer; reference to Mazarin's epitaph
	413



	Last moments of Cardinal Mazarin
	413



	To Samuel Rose, Esq. March 27, 1793. On the conclusion of an engagement with Johnson for a new edition of his Homer
	413



	To Joseph Hill, Esq. March 29, 1793. Reference to his pecuniary circumstances; preparations for a new edition of his Homer; remarks on an intended canal
	414



	To John Johnson, Esq. April 11, 1793. On sending his pedigree to the Herald's College; liberality of Johnson the bookseller; on Mr. J.'s determination to enter the church
	414



	Illustrious ancestry of Cowper
	414



	To William Hayley, Esq. April 23, 1793. His engagement in writing notes to Homer
	415



	To the Rev. John Newton. April 25, 1793. He urges business as an excuse for the unfrequency of his letters; his own and Mrs. Unwin's state; his exchange of books with Dr. Cogshall of New York; reference to the epitaph on the Rev. Mr. Unwin
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The family of Cowper appears to have held, for several centuries, a respectable rank among the merchants and gentry of England. We learn from the life of the first Earl Cowper, in the Biographia Britannica, that his ancestors were inhabitants of Sussex, in the reign of Edward the Fourth. The name is found repeatedly among the sheriffs of London; and William Cowper, who resided as a country gentleman in Kent, was created a baronet by King Charles the First, in 1641.[3] But the family rose to higher distinction in the beginning of the last century, by the remarkable circumstance of producing two brothers, who both obtained a seat in the House of Peers by their eminence in the profession of the law. William, the elder, became Lord High Chancellor in 1707. Spencer Cowper, the younger, was appointed Chief Justice of Chester in 1717, and afterwards a Judge in the Court of Common Pleas, being permitted by the particular favour of the king to hold those two offices to the end of his life. He died in Lincoln's Inn, on the 10th of December, 1728, and has the higher claim to our notice as the immediate ancestor of the poet. By his first wife, Judith Pennington (whose exemplary character is still revered by her descendants), Judge Cowper left several children; among them a daughter, Judith, who at the age of eighteen discovered a striking talent for poetry, in the praise of her contemporary poets Pope and Hughes. This lady, the wife of Colonel Madan, transmitted her own poetical and devout spirit to her daughter Frances Maria, who was married to her cousin Major Cowper; the amiable character of Maria will unfold itself in the course of this work, as the friend and correspondent of her more eminent relation, the second grandchild of the Judge, destined to honour the name of Cowper, by displaying, with peculiar purity and fervour, the double enthusiasm of poetry and devotion. The father of the subject of the following pages was John Cowper, the Judge's second son, who took his degrees in divinity, was chaplain to King George the Second, and resided at his Rectory of Great Berkhamstead, in Hertfordshire, the scene of the poet's infancy, which he has thus commemorated in a singularly beautiful and pathetic composition on the portrait of his mother.


Where once we dwelt our name is heard no more;
 Children not thine have trod my nursery floor:
 And where the gard'ner Robin, day by day,
 Drew me to school along the public way,
 Delighted with my bauble coach, and wrapt
 In scarlet mantle warm, and velvet-capt,
 'Tis now become a history little known,
 That once we call'd the past'ral house our own.
 Short-liv'd possession! but the record fair
 That memory keeps of all thy kindness there,
 Still outlives many a storm, that has effac'd
 A thousand other themes less deeply traced.
 Thy nightly visits to my chamber made,
 That thou might'st know me safe and warmly laid;
 Thy morning bounties ere I left my home,
 The biscuit or confectionary plum;
 The fragrant waters on my cheeks bestowed
 By thy own hand, till fresh they shone and glow'd;
 All this, and, more endearing still than all,
 Thy constant flow of love, that knew no fall;
 Ne'er roughen'd by those cataracts and breaks
 That humour interpos'd too often makes:
 All this, still legible in memory's page,
 And still to be so to my latest age,
 Adds joy to duty, makes me glad to pay
 Such honours to thee as my numbers may.




The parent, whose merits are so feelingly recorded by the filial tenderness of the poet, was Ann, daughter of Roger Donne, Esq., of Ludham Hall, in Norfolk. This lady, whose family is said to have been originally from Wales, was married in the bloom of youth to Dr. Cowper: after giving birth to several children, who died in their infancy, and leaving two sons, William, the immediate subject of this memorial, born at Berkhamstead on the 26th of November, 1731, and John (whose accomplishments and pious death will be described in the course of this compilation), she died in childbed, at the early age of thirty-four, in 1737. Those who delight in contemplating the best affections of our nature will ever admire the tender sensibility with which the poet has acknowledged his obligations to this amiable mother, in a poem composed more than fifty years after her decease. Readers of this description may find a pleasure in observing how the praise so liberally bestowed on this tender parent, at so late a period, is confirmed (if praise so unquestionable may be said to receive confirmation) by another poetical record of her merit, which the hand of affinity and affection bestowed upon her tomb—a record written at a time when the poet, who was destined to prove, in his advanced life, her most powerful eulogist, had hardly begun to show the dawn of that genius which, after many years of silent affliction, rose like a star emerging from tempestuous darkness.

The monument of Mrs. Cowper, erected by her husband in the chancel of St. Peter's church at Berkhamstead, contains the following verses, composed by a young lady, her niece, the late Lady Walsingham.


Here lies, in early years bereft of life,
 The best of mothers, and the kindest wife:
 Who neither knew nor practis'd any art,
 Secure in all she wish'd, her husband's heart.
 Her love to him, still prevalent in death,
 Pray'd Heav'n to bless him with her latest breath.
 Still was she studious never to offend,
 And glad of an occasion to commend:
 With ease would pardon injuries receiv'd,
 Nor e'er was cheerful when another griev'd;
 Despising state, with her own lot content,
 Enjoy'd the comforts of a life well spent;
 Resign'd, when Heaven demanded back her breath,
 Her mind heroic 'midst the pangs of death.
 Whoe'er thou art that dost this tomb draw near,
 O stay awhile, and shed a friendly tear;
 These lines, tho' weak, are as herself sincere.




The truth and tenderness of this epitaph will more than compensate with every candid reader the imperfection ascribed to it by its young and modest author. To have lost a parent of a character so virtuous and endearing, at an early period of his childhood, was the prime misfortune of Cowper, and what contributed perhaps in the highest degree to the dark colouring of his subsequent life. The influence of a good mother on the first years of her children, whether nature has given them peculiar strength or peculiar delicacy of frame, is equally inestimable. It is the prerogative and the felicity of such a mother to temper the arrogance of the strong, and to dissipate the timidity of the tender. The infancy of Cowper was delicate in no common degree, and his constitution discovered at a very early season that morbid tendency to diffidence, to melancholy and despair, which darkened as he advanced in years into periodical fits of the most deplorable depression.

The period having arrived for commencing his education, he was sent to a reputable school at Market-street, in Bedfordshire, under the care of Dr. Pitman, and it is probable that he was removed from it in consequence of an ocular complaint. From a circumstance which he relates of himself at that period, in a letter written in 1792, he seems to have been in danger of resembling Milton in the misfortune of blindness, as he resembled him, more happily, in the fervency of a devout and poetical spirit.

"I have been all my life," says Cowper, "subject to inflammations of the eye, and in my boyish days had specks on both, that threatened to cover them. My father, alarmed for the consequences, sent me to a female oculist of great renown at that time, in whose house I abode two years, but to no good purpose. From her I went to Westminster school, where, at the age of fourteen, the small-pox seized me, and proved the better oculist of the two, for it delivered me from them all: not however from great liableness to inflammation, to which I am in a degree still subject, though much less than formerly, since I have been constant in the use of a hot foot-bath every night, the last thing before going to rest."

It appears a strange process in education, to send a tender child, from a long residence in the house of a female oculist, immediately into all the hardships attendant on a public school. But the mother of Cowper was dead, and fathers, however excellent, are, in general, utterly incompetent to the management of their young and tender offspring. The little Cowper was sent to his first school in the year of his mother's death, and how ill-suited the scene was to his peculiar character is evident from the description of his sensations in that season of life, which is often, very erroneously, extolled as the happiest period of human existence. He has been frequently heard to lament the persecution he suffered in his childish years, from the cruelty of his schoolfellows, in the two scenes of his education. His own forcible expressions represented him at Westminster as not daring to raise his eye above the shoe-buckle of the elder boys, who were too apt to tyrannize over his gentle spirit. The acuteness of his feelings in his childhood, rendered those important years (which might have produced, under tender cultivation, a series of lively enjoyments) mournful periods of increasing timidity and depression. In the most cheerful hours of his advanced life, he could never advert to this season without shuddering at the recollection of its wretchedness. Yet to this perhaps the world is indebted for the pathetic and moral eloquence of those forcible admonitions to parents, which give interest and beauty to his admirable poem on public schools. Poets may be said to realize, in some measure, the poetical idea of the nightingale's singing with a thorn at her breast, as their most exquisite songs have often originated in the acuteness of their personal sufferings. Of this obvious truth, the poem just mentioned is a very memorable example; and, if any readers have thought the poet too severe in his strictures on that system of education, to which we owe some of the most accomplished characters that ever gave celebrity to a civilized nation, such readers will be candidly reconciled to that moral severity of reproof, in recollecting that it flowed from severe personal experience, united to the purest spirit of philanthropy and patriotism.

The relative merits of public and private education is a question that has long agitated the world. Each has its partizans, its advantages, and defects; and, like all general principles, its application must greatly depend on the circumstances of rank, future destination, and the peculiarities of character and temper. For the full development of the powers and faculties of the mind—for the acquisition of the various qualifications that fit men to sustain with brilliancy and distinction the duties of active life, whether in the cabinet, the senate, or the forum—for scenes of busy enterprize, where knowledge of the world and the growth of manly spirit seem indispensable; in all such cases, we are disposed to believe, that the palm must be assigned to public education.

But, on the other hand, if we reflect that brilliancy is oftentimes a flame which consumes its object, that knowledge of the world is, for the most part, but a knowledge of the evil that is in the world; and that early habits of extravagance and vice, which are ruinous in their results, are not unfrequently contracted at public schools; if to these facts we add that man is a candidate for immortality, and that "life" (as Sir William Temple observes) "is but the parenthesis of eternity," it then becomes a question of solemn import, whether integrity and principle do not find a soil more congenial for their growth in the shade and retirement of private education? The one is an advancement for time, the other for eternity. The former affords facilities for making men great, but often at the expense of happiness and conscience. The latter diminishes the temptations to vice, and, while it affords a field for useful and honourable exertion, augments the means of being wise and holy.

We leave the reader to decide the great problem for himself. That he may be enabled to form a right estimate, we would urge him to suffer time and eternity to pass in solemn and deliberate review before him.

That the public school was a scene by no means adapted to the sensitive mind of Cowper is evident. Nor can we avoid cherishing the apprehension that his spirit, naturally morbid, experienced a fatal inroad from that period. He nevertheless acquired the reputation of scholarship, with the advantage of being known and esteemed by some of the aspiring characters of his own age, who subsequently became distinguished in the great arena of public life.

With these acquisitions, he left Westminster at the age of eighteen, in 1749; and, as if destiny had determined that all his early situations in life should be peculiarly irksome to his delicate feelings, and tend rather to promote than to counteract his constitutional tendency to melancholy, he was removed from a public school to the office of an attorney. He resided three years in the house of a Mr. Chapman, to whom he was engaged by articles for that time. Here he was placed for the study of a profession which nature seemed resolved that he never should practise.

The law is a kind of soldiership, and, like the profession of arms, it may be said to require for the constitution of its heroes,

"A frame of adamant, a soul of fire."

The soul of Cowper had indeed its fire, but fire so refined and ethereal, that it could not be expected to shine in the gross atmosphere of worldly contention. Perhaps there never existed a mortal, who, possessing, with a good person, intellectual powers naturally strong and highly cultivated, was so utterly unfit to encounter the bustle and perplexities of public life. But the extreme modesty and shyness of his nature, which disqualified him for scenes of business and ambition, endeared him inexpressibly to those who had opportunities to enjoy his society, and discernment to appreciate the ripening excellences of his character.

Reserved as he was, to an extraordinary and painful degree, his heart and mind were yet admirably fashioned by nature for all the refined intercourse and confidential enjoyment both of friendship and love: but, though apparently formed to possess and to communicate an extraordinary portion of moral felicity, the incidents of his life were such, that, conspiring with the peculiarities of his nature, they rendered him, at different times, the victim of sorrow. The variety and depth of his sufferings in early life, from extreme tenderness of feeling, are very forcibly displayed in the following verses, which formed part of a letter to one of his female relatives, at the time they were composed. The letter has perished, and the verses owe their preservation to the affectionate memory of the lady to whom they were addressed.


Doom'd, as I am, in solitude to waste
 The present moments, and regret the past;
 Depriv'd of every joy I valued most,
 My friend torn from me, and my mistress lost;
 Call not this gloom I wear, this anxious mien,
 The dull effect of humour or of spleen!
 Still, still, I mourn, with each returning day,
 Him[4] snatch'd by fate in early youth away;
 And her[5]—thro' tedious years of doubt and pain,
 Fix'd in her choice, and faithful—but in vain!
 O prone to pity, generous, and sincere,
 Whose eye ne'er yet refus'd the wretch a tear;
 Whose heart the real claim of friendship knows,
 Nor thinks a lover's are but fancied woes;
 See me—ere yet my destin'd course half done,
 Cast forth a wand'rer on a world unknown!
 See me neglected on the world's rude coast,
 Each dear companion of my voyage lost!
 Nor ask why clouds of sorrow shade my brow,
 And ready tears wait only leave to flow!
 Why all that soothes a heart from anguish free,
 All that delights the happy—palls with me!


Having concluded the term of his engagement with the solicitor, he settled himself in chambers in the Inner Temple, as a regular student of law; but, although he resided there till the age of thirty-three, he rambled (according to his own colloquial account of his early years) from the thorny road of his austere patroness, Jurisprudence, into the primrose paths of literature and poetry. During this period, he contributed two of the Satires in Duncombe's Horace, which are worthy of his pen, and indications of his rising genius. He also cultivated the friendship of some literary characters, who had been his schoolfellows at Westminster, particularly Colman, Bonnell Thornton, and Lloyd. Of these early associates of Cowper, it may be interesting to learn a brief history. Few men could have entered upon life with brighter prospects than Colman. His father was Envoy at the Court of Florence, and his mother was sister to the Countess of Bath. Possessed of talents that qualified him for exertion, with a classical taste perceptible in his translation of Horace's Art of Poetry, and of the works of Terence, he relinquished the bar, to which he had been called, and became principally known for his devotedness to theatrical pursuits. His private life was not consistent with the rules of morality; and he closed his days, after a protracted malady, by dying in a Lunatic Asylum in Paddington, in the year 1794.

To Bonnell Thornton, jointly with Colman, we owe the Connoisseur, to which Cowper contributed a few numbers. Thornton also united with Colman and Warner in a translation of Plautus. But his talents, instead of being profitably employed, were chiefly marked by a predilection for humour, in the exercise of which he was not very discreet; for the venerated muse of Gray did not escape his ridicule, and the celebrated Ode to St. Cecilia was made the occasion of a public burlesque performance, the relation of which would not accord with the design of this undertaking. He who aims at nothing better than to amuse and divert, and to excite a laugh at the expense of both taste and judgment, proposes to himself no very exalted object. Thornton died in the year 1770, aged forty-seven.

Lloyd was formerly usher at Westminster School, but feeling the irksomeness of the situation, resigned it, and commenced author. His Poems have been repeatedly re-published. His life presented a scene of thoughtless extravagance and dissipation. Overwhelmed with debt, and pursued by his creditors, he was at length confined in the Fleet Prison, where he expired, the victim of his excesses, at the early age of thirty-one years.

We record these facts,—1st. That we may adore that mercy which, by a timely interposition, rescued the future author of the Task from such impending ruin:—2ndly, To show that scenes of gaiety and dissipation, however enlivened by flashes of wit, and distinguished by literary superiority, are perilous to character, health, and fortune; and that the talents, which, if beneficially employed, might have led to happiness and honour, when perverted to unworthy ends, often lead prematurely to the grave, or render the past painful in the retrospect, and the future the subject of fearful anticipation and alarm.

Happily, Cowper escaped from this vortex of misery and ruin. His juvenile poems discover a contemplative spirit, and a mind early impressed with sentiments of piety. In proof of this assertion, we select a few stanzas from an ode written, when he was very young, on reading Sir Charles Grandison.


To rescue from the tyrant's sword
 The oppress'd;—unseen, and unimplor'd,
 To cheer the face of woe;
 From lawless insult to defend
 An orphan's right—a fallen friend,
 And a forgiven foe:


These, these, distinguish from the crowd,
 And these alone, the great and good,
 The guardians of mankind.
 Whose bosoms with these virtues heave,
 Oh! with what matchless speed, they leave
 The multitude behind!


Then ask ye from what cause on earth
 Virtues like these derive their birth?
 Derived from Heaven alone,
 Full on that favour'd breast they shine,
 Where faith and resignation join
 To call the blessing down.


Such is that heart:—but while the Muse
 Thy theme, O Richardson, pursues,
 Her feebler spirits faint:
 She cannot reach, and would not wrong,
 That subject for an angel's song,
 The hero, and the saint.




His early turn to moralize on the slightest occasion will appear from the following verses, which he wrote at the age of eighteen; and in which those who love to trace the rise and progress of genius will, I think, be pleased to remark the very promising seeds of those peculiar powers, which unfolded themselves in the richest maturity at a remoter period, and rendered that beautiful and sublime poem, The Task, the most instructive and interesting of modern compositions. Young as the poet was when he produced the following lines, we may observe that he had probably been four years in the habit of writing English verse, as he has said in one of his letters, that he began his poetical career at the age of fourteen, by translating an elegy of Tibullus. I have reason to believe that he wrote many poems in his early life; and the singular merit of this juvenile composition is sufficient to make the friends of genius regret that an excess of diffidence prevented him from preserving the poetry of his youth.

VERSES,
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WRITTEN AT BATH, ON FINDING THE HEEL OF A SHOE, 1748.


Fortune! I thank thee: gentle goddess! thanks!
 Not that my Muse, though bashful, shall deny
 She would have thank'd thee rather hadst thou cast
 A treasure in her way; for neither meed
 Of early breakfast, to dispel the fumes
 And bowel-racking pains of emptiness,
 Nor noon-tide feast, nor evening's cool repast,
 Hopes she from this—presumptuous, tho', perhaps,
 The cobbler, leather-carving artist, might.
 Nathless she thanks thee, and accepts thy boon
 Whatever, not as erst the fabled cock,
 Vain-glorious fool! unknowing what he found,
 Spurn'd the rich gem thou gav'st him. Wherefore ah!
 Why not on me that favour (worthier sure)
 Conferr'dst thou, goddess? Thou art blind, thou say'st;
 Enough—thy blindness shall excuse the deed.
 Nor does my Muse no benefit exhale
 From this thy scant indulgence!—even here,
 Hints, worthy sage philosophy, are found;
 Illustrious hints, to moralize my song!
 This pond'rous heel of perforated hide
 Compact, with pegs indented, many a row,
 Haply,—for such its massy form bespeaks,—
 The weighty tread of some rude peasant clown
 Upbore: on this supported, oft he stretch'd,
 With uncouth strides along the furrow'd glebe,
 Flatt'ning the stubborn clod, 'till cruel time,
 (What will not cruel time?) on a wry step,
 Sever'd the strict cohesion; when, alas!
 He who could erst with even, equal pace,
 Pursue his destin'd way with symmetry
 And some proportion form'd, now, on one side,
 Curtail'd and maim'd, the sport of vagrant boys,
 Cursing his frail supporter, treacherous prop!
 With toilsome steps, and difficult, moves on.
 Thus fares it oft with other than the feet
 Of humble villager. The statesman thus,
 Up the steep road where proud ambition leads,
 Aspiring, first uninterrupted winds
 His prosp'rous way; nor fears miscarriage foul,
 While policy prevails, and friends prove true:
 But that support soon failing, by him left
 On whom he most depended, basely left,
 Betray'd, deserted: from his airy height
 Headlong he falls, and, through the rest of life,
 Drags the dull load of disappointment on.




Of a youth, who, in a scene like Bath, could produce such a meditation, it might fairly be expected that he would


"In riper life, exempt from public haunt,
 Find tongues in trees, books in the running brooks,
 Sermons in stones, and good in every thing."




Though extreme diffidence, and a tendency to despond, seemed early to preclude Cowper from the expectation of climbing to the splendid summit of the profession he had chosen; yet, by the interest of his family, he had prospects of emolument in a line of life that appeared better suited to the modesty of his nature and to his moderate ambition.

In his thirty-first year he was nominated to the offices of Reading Clerk and Clerk of the private Committees in the House of Lords—a situation the more desirable, as such an establishment might enable him to marry early in life; a measure to which he was doubly disposed by judgment and inclination. But the peculiarities of his wonderful mind rendered him unable to support the ordinary duties of his new office; for the idea of reading in public proved a source of torture to his tender and apprehensive spirit. An expedient was devised to promote his interest without wounding his feelings. Resigning his situation of Reading Clerk, he was appointed Clerk of the Journals in the same House of Parliament. Of his occupation, in consequence of this new appointment, he speaks in the following letter to a lady, who will become known and endeared to the reader in proportion to the interest he takes in the writings of Cowper.

TO LADY HESKETH.
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The Temple, August 9, 1763.

My dear Cousin,—Having promised to write to you, I make haste to be as good as my word. I have a pleasure in writing to you at any time, but especially at the present, when my days are spent in reading the Journals, and my nights in dreaming of them; an employment not very agreeable to a head that has long been habituated to the luxury of choosing its subject, and has been as little employed upon business as if it had grown upon the shoulders of a much wealthier gentleman. But the numscull pays for it now, and will not presently forget the discipline it has undergone lately. If I succeed in this doubtful piece of promotion, I shall have at least this satisfaction to reflect upon, that the volumes I write will be treasured up with the utmost care for ages, and will last as long as the English constitution—a duration which ought to satisfy the vanity of any author, who has a spark of love for his country. Oh, my good Cousin! if I was to open my heart to you, I could show you strange sights; nothing I flatter myself that would shock you, but a great deal that would make you wonder. I am of a very singular temper, and very unlike all the men that I have ever conversed with. Certainly I am not an absolute fool: but I have more weaknesses than the greatest of all the fools I can recollect at present. In short, if I was as fit for the next world as I am unfit for this, and God forbid I should speak it in vanity, I would not change conditions with any saint in Christendom.

My destination is settled at last, and I have obtained a furlough. Margate is the word, and what do you think will ensue, Cousin? I know what you expect, but ever since I was born I have been good at disappointing the most natural expectations. Many years ago, Cousin, there was a possibility that I might prove a very different thing from what I am at present. My character is now fixed, and riveted fast upon me, and, between friends, is not a very splendid one, or likely to be guilty of much fascination.

Adieu, my dear Cousin! so much as I love you, I wonder how it has happened I was never in love with you. Thank Heaven that I never was, for at this time I have had a pleasure in writing to you, which in that case I should have forfeited. Let me hear from you, or I shall reap but half the reward that is due to my noble indifference.

Yours ever, and evermore,

W. C.



It was hoped from the change of his station that his personal appearance in parliament might not be required, but a parliamentary dispute made it necessary for him to appear at the bar of the House of Lords, to entitle himself publicly to the office.

Speaking of this important incident in a sketch, which he once formed himself, of passages in his early life, he expressed what he endured at the time in these remarkable words: "They whose spirits are formed like mine, to whom a public exhibition of themselves is mortal poison, may have some idea of the horrors of my situation—others can have none."

His terrors on this occasion arose to such an astonishing height, that they utterly overwhelmed his reason; for, although he had endeavoured to prepare himself for his public duty, by attending closely at the office for several months, to examine the parliamentary journals, his application was rendered useless by that excess of diffidence, which made him conceive that, whatever knowledge he might previously acquire, it would all forsake him at the bar of the House. This distressing apprehension increased to such a degree, as the time for his appearance approached, that, when the day so anxiously dreaded arrived, he was unable to make the experiment. The very friends who called on him for the purpose of attending him to the House of Lords, acquiesced in the cruel necessity of his relinquishing the prospect of a station so severely formidable to a frame of such singular sensibility.

The conflict between the wishes of honourable ambition and the terrors of diffidence so entirely overwhelmed his health and faculties, that, after two learned and benevolent divines (Mr. John Cowper, his brother, and the celebrated Mr. Martin Madan, his first cousin) had vainly endeavoured to establish a lasting tranquillity in his mind by friendly and religious conversation, it was found necessary to remove him to St. Alban's, where he resided a considerable time, under the care of that eminent physician, Dr. Cotton, a scholar and a poet, who added to many accomplishments a peculiar sweetness of manners, in very advanced life, when I had the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with him.

The misfortune of mental derangement is a topic of such awful delicacy, that I consider it to be the duty of a biographer rather to sink, in tender silence, than to proclaim, with circumstantial and offensive temerity, the minute particulars of a calamity to which all human beings are exposed, and perhaps in proportion as they have received from nature those delightful but dangerous gifts, a heart of exquisite tenderness and a mind of creative energy.


This is a sight for pity to peruse,
 Till she resembles, faintly, what she views;
 Till sympathy contracts a kindred pain,
 Pierc'd with the woes that she laments in vain.
 This, of all maladies, that man infest,
 Claims most compassion, and receives the less.
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 But with a soul that ever felt the sting
 Of sorrow, sorrow is a sacred thing.
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 'Tis not, as heads that never ache suppose,
 Forgery of fancy, and a dream of woes.
 Man is a harp, whose chords elude the sight,
 Each yielding harmony, disposed aright;
 The screws revers'd, (a task, which, if He please,
 God, in a moment, executes with ease),
 Ten thousand, thousand strings at once go loose;
 Lost, till He tune them, all their power and use.
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 No wounds like those a wounded spirit feels;
 No cure for such, till God, who makes them, heals.
 And thou, sad sufferer, under nameless ill,
 That yields not to the touch of human skill,
 Improve the kind occasion, understand
 A Father's frown, and kiss the chast'ning hand!




It is in this solemn and instructive light, that Cowper himself teaches us to consider the calamity of which I am now speaking; and of which, like his illustrious brother of Parnassus, the younger Tasso, he was occasionally a most affecting example. Providence appears to have given a striking lesson to mankind, to guard both virtue and genius against pride of heart and pride of intellect, by thus suspending the affections and the talents of two most tender and sublime poets, who resembled each other, not more in the attribute of poetic genius than in the similarity of the dispensation that quenched its light and ardour.

From December, 1763, to the following July, the sensitive mind of Cowper appears to have laboured under the severest suffering of morbid depression; but the medical skill of Dr. Cotton, and the cheerful, benignant manners of that accomplished physician, gradually succeeded, with the blessing of Heaven, in removing the indescribable load of religious despondency, which had clouded the faculties of this interesting man. His ideas of religion were changed from the gloom of terror and despair to the brightness of inward joy and peace.

This juster and happier view of evangelical truth is said to have arisen in his mind, while he was reading the third chapter of Saint Paul's Epistle to the Romans. The words that rivetted his attention were the following:

"Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God." Rom. iii. 25.

It was to this passage, which contains so lucid an exposition of the Gospel method of salvation, that, under the divine blessing, the poet owed the recovery of a previously disordered intellect and the removal of a load from a deeply oppressed conscience—he saw, by a new and powerful perception, how sin could be pardoned, and the sinner be saved—that the way appointed of God was through the great propitiation and sacrifice upon the cross—that faith lays hold of the promise, and thus becomes the instrument of conveying pardon and peace to the soul.

It is remarkable how God, in every age, from the first promulgation of the Gospel to the present time, and under all the various modifications of society, barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, has put his seal to this fundamental doctrine of the Gospel.

Whether we contemplate man amid the polished scenes of civilized and enlightened Europe, or the rude ferocity of savage tribes—whether it be the refined Hindoo, or the unlettered Hottentot, whose mind becomes accessible to the power and influences of religion, the cause and the effect are the same. It is the doctrine of the cross that works the mighty change. The worldly wise may reject this doctrine,—the spiritually wise comprehend and receive it. But, whether it be rejected, with all its tremendous responsibilities, or received with its inestimable blessings, the truth itself still remains unchanged and unchangeable, attested by the records of every church and the experience of every believing heart—"the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but unto us which are saved it is the power of God." 1 Cor. i. 18.

It is impossible not to admire the power, and adore the mercy, that thus wrought a double deliverance in the mind of Cowper by a process so remarkable. Devout contemplation became more and more dear to his reviving spirit. Resolving to relinquish all thoughts of a laborious profession, and all intercourse with the busy world, he acquiesced in a plan of settling at Huntingdon, by the advice of his brother, who, as a minister of the Gospel, and a fellow of Bene't College, Cambridge, resided in that University; a situation so near to the place chosen for Cowper's retirement, that it afforded to these affectionate brothers opportunities of easy and frequent intercourse. I regret that all the letters which passed between them have perished, and the more so as they sometimes corresponded in verse. John Cowper was also a poet. He had engaged to execute a translation of Voltaire's Henriade, and in the course of the work requested, and obtained, the assistance of William, who translated, as he informed me himself, two entire cantos of the poem. This fraternal production is said to have appeared in a magazine of the year 1759. I have discovered a rival, and probably an inferior translation, so published, but the joint work of the poetical brothers has hitherto eluded all my researches.

In June, 1765, the reviving invalid removed to a private lodging in the town of Huntingdon, but Providence soon introduced him into a family, which afforded him one of the most singular and valuable friends that ever watched an afflicted mortal in seasons of overwhelming adversity; that friend, to whom the poet exclaims in the commencement of the Task,


And witness, dear companion of my walks,
 Whose arm, this twentieth winter, I perceive
 Fast locked in mine, with pleasure, such as love,
 Confirmed by long experience of thy worth,
 And well tried virtues, could alone inspire;
 Witness a joy, that thou hast doubted long!
 Thou knowest my praise of Nature most sincere;
 And that my raptures are not conjured up
 To serve occasions of poetic pomp,
 But genuine, and art partner of them all.




These verses would be alone sufficient to make every poetical reader take a lively interest in the lady they describe; but these are far from being the only tribute which the gratitude of Cowper has paid to the endearing virtues of his female companion. More poetical memorials of her merit will be found in these volumes, and in verse so exquisite, that it may be questioned if the most passionate lover ever gave rise to poetry more tender or more sublime.

Yet, in this place, it appears proper to apprize the reader, that it was not love, in the common acceptation of the word, which inspired these admirable eulogies. The attachment of Cowper to Mrs. Unwin, the Mary of the poet, was an attachment perhaps unparalleled. Their domestic union, though not sanctioned by the common forms of life, was supported with perfect innocence, and endeared to them both, by their having struggled together through a series of sorrow. A spectator of sensibility, who had contemplated the uncommon tenderness of their attention to the wants and infirmities of each other in the decline of life, might have said of their singular attachment,


L'Amour n'a rien de si tendre,
 Ni l'Amitié de si doux.




As a connexion so extraordinary forms a striking feature in the history of the poet, the reader will probably be anxious to investigate its origin and progress.—It arose from the following little incident.

The countenance and deportment of Cowper, though they indicated his native shyness, had yet very singular powers of attraction. On his first appearance in one of the churches of Huntingdon, he engaged the notice and respect of an amiable young man, William Cawthorne Unwin, then a student at Cambridge, who, having observed, after divine service, that the interesting stranger was taking a solitary turn under a row of trees, was irresistibly led to share his walk, and to solicit his acquaintance.

They were soon pleased with each other, and the intelligent youth, charmed with the acquisition of such a friend, was eager to communicate the treasure to his parents, who had long resided in Huntingdon.

Mr. Unwin, the father, had for some years been master of a free school in the town; but, as he advanced in life, he quitted the laborious situation, and, settling in a large convenient house in the High-street, contented himself with a few domestic pupils, whom he instructed in classical literature.

This worthy divine, who was now far advanced in years, had been lecturer to the two churches at Huntingdon, before he obtained from his college at Cambridge the living of Grimston. While he lived in expectation of this preferment, he had attached himself to a young lady of lively talents, and remarkably fond of reading. This lady, who, in the process of time, and by a series of singular events, became the friend and guardian of Cowper, was the daughter of Mr. Cawthorne, a draper in Ely. She was married to Mr. Unwin, on his succeeding to the preferment that he expected from his college, and settled with him on his living of Grimston; but, not liking the situation and society of that sequestered scene, she prevailed on her husband to establish himself in Huntingdon, where he was known and respected.

They had resided there many years, and, with their two only children, a son and a daughter, they formed a cheerful and social family, when the younger Unwin, described by Cowper as


"A friend,
 Whose worth deserves the warmest lay
 That ever Friendship penn'd,"




presented to his parents the solitary stranger, on whose retirement he had benevolently intruded, and whose welfare he became more and more anxious to promote. An event highly pleasing and comfortable to Cowper soon followed this introduction; he was affectionately solicited by all the Unwins to relinquish his lonely lodging, and to become a part of their family.

We are now arrived at that period in the personal history of Cowper, when we are fortunately enabled to employ his own descriptive powers in recording the events and characters that particularly interested him, and in displaying the state of his mind at a remarkable season of his chequered life. The following are among the earliest letters of this affectionate writer, which the kindness of his friends and relatives has supplied towards the execution and embellishment of this work.

Among his juvenile intimates and correspondents, he particularly regarded two gentlemen, who devoted themselves to different branches of the law, the first Lord Thurlow, and Joseph Hill, Esq., whose name appears in Cowper's Poems, prefixed to a few verses of exquisite beauty, a brief epistle, that seems to have more of the genuine ease, spirit, and moral gaiety of Horace, than any original epistle in the English language. From these two confidential associates of the poet, in his unclouded years, we might have expected materials for the display of his early genius; but, in the torrent of busy and splendid life, which bore the first of them to a mighty distance from his less ambitious fellow-student of the Temple, the private letters and verses that arose from their youthful intimacy have perished.

The letters to Mr. Hill are copious, and extend through a long period of time, and although many of them were of a nature not suited to publication, yet many others will illustrate and embellish this volume. The steadiness and integrity of Mr. Hill's regard for a person so much sequestered from his sight gives him a particular title to be distinguished among those whom Cowper has honoured, by addressing to them his highly interesting and affectionate letters. Many of these, which we shall occasionally introduce in the parts of the narrative to which they belong, may tend to confirm a truth, not unpleasing to the majority of readers, that the temperate zone of moderate fortune, equally removed from high and low life, is most favourable to the permanence of friendship.

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ.
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Huntingdon, June 24, 1765.

Dear Joe,—The only recompence I can make you for your kind attention to my affairs, during my illness, is to tell you that, by the mercy of God, I am restored to perfect health, both of mind and body. This, I believe, will give you pleasure, and I would gladly do anything from which you could receive it.

I left St. Alban's on the 17th, and arrived that day at Cambridge, spent some time there with my brother, and came hither on the 22nd. I have a lodging that puts me continually in mind of our summer excursions; we have had many worse, and except the size of it (which however is sufficient for a single man) but few better. I am not quite alone, having brought a servant with me from St. Alban's, who is the very mirror of fidelity and affection for his master. And, whereas the Turkish Spy says, he kept no servant because he would not have an enemy in his house, I hired mine because I would have a friend. Men do not usually bestow these encomiums on their lackeys, nor do they usually deserve them, but I have had experience of mine, both in sickness and in health, and never saw his fellow.

The river Ouse, I forget how they spell it, is the most agreeable circumstance in this part of the world; at this town it is, I believe, as wide as the Thames at Windsor; nor does the silver Thames better deserve that epithet, nor has it more flowers upon its banks, these being attributes which, in strict truth, belong to neither. Fluellin would say, they are as like as my fingers to my fingers, and there is salmon in both. It is a noble stream to bathe in, and I shall make that use of it three times a week, having introduced myself to it for the first time this morning.

I beg you will remember me to all my friends, which is a task will cost you no great pains to execute—particularly remember me to those of your own house, and believe me

Your very affectionate

W. C.

TO LADY HESKETH.
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Huntingdon, July 1, 1765.


My dear Lady Hesketh,—Since the visit you were so kind to pay me in the Temple (the only time I ever saw you without pleasure), what have I not suffered? And, since it has pleased God to restore me to the use of my reason, what have I not enjoyed? You know, by experience, how pleasant it is to feel the first approaches of health after a fever; but, oh! the fever of the brain! To feel the quenching of that fire is indeed a blessing which I think it impossible to receive without the most consummate gratitude. Terrible as this chastisement is, I acknowledge in it the hand of an infinite justice; nor is it at all more difficult for me to perceive in it the hand of an infinite mercy likewise: when I consider the effect it has had upon me, I am exceedingly thankful for it, and, without hypocrisy, esteem it the greatest blessing, next to life itself, I ever received from the divine bounty. I pray God that I may ever retain this sense of it, and then I am sure I shall continue to be, as I am at present, really happy.

I write thus to you, that you may not think me a forlorn and wretched creature; which you might be apt to do, considering my very distant removal from every friend I have in the world—a circumstance which, before this event befell me, would undoubtedly have made me so; but my affliction has taught me a road to happiness, which, without it, I should never have found; and I know, and have experience of it every day, that the mercy of God, to him who believes himself the object of it, is more than sufficient to compensate for the loss of every other blessing.

You may now inform all those whom you think really interested in my welfare, that they have no need to be apprehensive on the score of my happiness at present. And you yourself will believe that my happiness is no dream, because I have told you the foundation on which it is built. What I have written would appear like enthusiasm to many, for we are apt to give that name to every warm affection of the mind in others which we have not experienced in ourselves; but to you, who have so much to be thankful for, and a temper inclined to gratitude, it will not appear so.

I beg you will give my love to Sir Thomas, and believe that I am obliged to you both for inquiring after me at St. Alban's.

Yours ever,

W. C.

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ.[6]
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Huntingdon, July 3, 1765.

Dear Joe,—Whatever you may think of the matter, it is no such easy thing to keep house for two people. A man cannot always live like the lions in the Tower; and a joint of meat, in so small a family, is an endless incumbrance. In short, I never knew how to pity poor housekeepers before; but now I cease to wonder at that politic cast which their occupation usually gives to their countenance, for it is really a matter full of perplexity.

I have received but one visit since here I came. I don't mean that I have refused any, but that only one has been offered. This was from my woollen-draper; a very healthy, wealthy, sensible, sponsible man, and extremely civil. He has a cold bath, and has promised me a key of it, which I shall probably make use of in the winter. He has undertaken, too, to get me the St. James's Chronicle three times a-week, and to show me Hinchinbrook House, and to do every service for me in his power; so that I did not exceed the truth, you see, when I spoke of his civility. Here is a card-assembly, and a dancing-assembly, and a horse-race, and a club, and a bowling-green; so that I am well off, you perceive, in point of diversions; especially as I shall go to 'em, just as much as I should if I lived a thousand miles off. But no matter for that; the spectator at a play is more entertained than the actor; and in real life it is much the same. You will say, perhaps, that if I never frequent these places, I shall not come within the description of a spectator; and you will say right. I have made a blunder, which shall be corrected in the next edition.

You are old dog at a bad tenant; witness all my uncle's and your mother's geese and gridirons. There is something so extremely impertinent in entering upon a man's premises, and using them without paying for 'em, that I could easily resent it if I would. But I rather choose to entertain myself with thinking how you will scour the man about, and worry him to death, if once you begin with him. Poor wretch! I leave him entirely to your mercy.

My dear Joe, you desire me to write long letters. I have neither matter enough nor perseverance enough for the purpose. However, if you can but contrive to be tired of reading as soon as I am tired of writing, we shall find that short ones answer just as well; and, in my opinion, this is a very practicable measure.

My friend Colman has had good fortune: I wish him better fortune still; which is, that he may make a right use of it. The tragedies of Lloyd and Bensley are both very deep. If they are not of use to the surviving part of the society, it is their own fault.

I was debtor to Bensley seven pounds, or nine, I forget which. If you can find out his brother, you will do me a great favour if you will pay him for me; but do it at your leisure.

Yours and theirs,[7]

W. C.

TO LADY HESKETH.
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Huntingdon, July 4, 1765.

Being just emerged from the Ouse, I sit down to thank you, my dear cousin, for your friendly and comfortable letter. What could you think of my unaccountable behaviour to you in that visit I mentioned in my last? I remember I neither spoke to you nor looked at you. The solution of the mystery indeed followed soon after, but at the same time it must have been inexplicable. The uproar within was even then begun, and my silence was only the sulkiness of a thunder-storm before it opens. I am glad, however, that the only instance in which I knew not how to value your company was when I was not in my senses. It was the first of the kind, and I trust in God it will be the last.

How naturally does affliction make us Christians! and how impossible it is, when all human help is vain, and the whole earth too poor and trifling to furnish us with one moment's peace—how impossible is it then to avoid looking at the Gospel! It gives me some concern, though at the same time it increases my gratitude, to reflect, that a convert made in Bedlam is more likely to be a stumbling-block to others





TO LADY HESKETH.
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