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Mastering the Money Mindset is the first, but most important, step on the Road to Riches.
Dale Carnegie, Napoleon Hill, Rockefeller, Warren Buffett - what do they have in common? They mastered the money mindset and had money work for them...instead of the other way around.
No-one can embark on that journey to real riches without first understanding the importance of our view of money, how we interact with it, how we attract it or repel it. Do we have a healthy respect for money? Do we desire it? Or do we act as if we are not worthy enough to possess it? Do we consider wealth as wicked, or do we value the power that such resources can provide, the power to make a difference in our lives and the lives of so many others.
Without the proper money mindset you will never possess the level of wealth that is your potential. The purpose of this succinct and salient synthesis of life-altering lessons is to coach you, to open your mind to the idea of possessing real riches, to drive you to desire it so badly that it is not a matter of if but when. This concise and critical work is designed to stimulate your mind with money-making tips and ideas to get you started on that road to riches, to train you to maximize your full money potential.
This money mindset is the foundation for the art of making money. This work will provide you with the firm footing required to make this happen. It will teach you how to desire it, pursue it, act on that driving desire, and achieve it. It will be that catalyst which will launch your money creativity and creation.
Read, re-read this guide, then run, don't walk, down your ROAD to RICHES.

LESSONS ON THE MONEY MINDSET
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1. START WHERE YOU Are        

2. You are What You Think        

3. Prepare for Prosperity        

4. The Road to Riches        

5. Money-Making as an Art        

6. Through Your Thoughts, Make It Happen     

7. Cultivating Success      

8. Creativity and Success      

9. What’s the Secret?       

CHAPTER ONE 

START WHERE YOU ARE
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IN DEVELOPING THE MONEY mindset, don’t worry about those who start with riches.  Start where you are and make your own.  Then you are more likely to retain what you have earned.

Having the money mindset is one thing.  Having the product or service with which to make the money is another. 

So here we go: start by focusing on products or services that are needed.  Review your own situation.  Have you ever found a need for a particular product or service and wondered why it does not exist?  Do you know what this is?  Opportunity!  The reward goes to the person - whether man, woman or child - who sees an opportunity, the chance to satisfy a need, and seizes it with both hands.

If you can’t make a batch of the stuff, make a bottle.  If you can’t make a pound, make a penny’s worth.  But do something.  Start!

Then, once you start, move fast, and market the heck out of the thing.  Race to get it established before a big business gets inkling of your idea and rushes to reap the rewards of your hard work.  There are tools at your fingertips like never before.  Social media is your friend.  Not much money to invest in advertising?  Don’t despair.  When launching something that’s new and different, forget advertising and instead focus on P.R. - both effective and cost-effective when compared with advertising.  Find your local news channels and quickly work your way up to the larger stations.

Never limit your dreams for business, inventions or otherwise.  Believe in your ability to satisfy the opportunity you have identified, learn as much as you can, but don’t delay too long.  Learn enough to get started, then start!  Of course, you want a good product, but aim for excellence, not perfection.  The perfectionist will still be busy trying to perfect things while others run past and start making money off the same idea or business plan.

I know so many writer colleagues with superior writing skills who never finish the first novel or work of nonfiction, editing and re-editing, tightening up and tweaking while others, less proficient, have books on sale, making them comfortable incomes.  I repeat: aim for excellence, not perfection.

But how can I do that, you might ask?  How can I be excellent at something when I don’t even know what I could be doing, or making, or selling?  Never fear.  Here are some tips to spark your creativity, to get those juices flowing.  Where do you think the greatest inventors, writers and scientists got their ideas?  From what already exists!

Tip one: do what you enjoy and make money from it.  Chances are good that if you enjoy something, you’ll focus on it till you’re great at it.  Then you can share it with the world.  Don’t beat up on yourself to pursue a degree in chemistry when what you love is cooking.  If that is the case, find the best cooking school and excel in that area.  Then turn your passion into a business.  What if Pablo Picasso had taken up farming because that was what was expected or what his father wanted for him?  Forget that.  Pursue your passion.

Tip two: think of your personal experiences.  Have you ever been in a situation where you think, I wish I had something that could do this task or that?  Have you ever thought, I could do with some help - I wish someone would offer this or that service?  Do you know what that’s called?  Opportunity!  Think back through your experiences for those opportunities you may have missed.  If you can’t think of anything (in your past), don’t fret.  Start right now.  From today and onward, be an observer.  Keep your eyes open to see opportunities, your ears open to hear what people are wishing for or complaining about, your mind open to receive innovative ideas.  Once something clicks - and it will - jump on it.  Move with urgency to execute. 

Tip three: be willing and ready to create your own version of an existing product.  The key is to be different.  Create your own unique category.  Observe existing products and services and ask yourself how you could create your own version, unique and different.  Remember when there was only one kind of soda pop?  Okay maybe that’s too far back for you to remember, but you get the picture.  Diverge, differentiate, create something new that will appeal, if not to all, at least to a particular niche.  Chances are, this will be a niche no-one has noticed, one you can dominate.

Tip four: if you’re not finding ideas from other products, then turn to nature.  Observe!  Why do you think airplanes have wings?  Did you know that airplanes don’t need wings to fly?  Where do you think we got the idea of the submarine?  What about the baby carrier strapped onto the body?  That idea was swiped from the kangaroo.  Be an observer of life, not just with respect to products, but with respect to services as well. 

Tip five: action - don’t sit on your butt, waiting for me to feed you tips.  Get up right now, pick up a notepad and take a walk around the house (inside), around the house (outside) and down the street.  Observe.  Take note of products and services from which you can create your own, differentiated, unique version.  You are a creator.  Go do it!

In summary, don’t dwell on what you may or may not have.  Start where you are.  Identify a need and jump on the opportunity to fill that need.  Alternatively, you may come up with an idea for a product or service that seems to have no existing need.  Still, give it life.  It may be the next iPod or iTunes.  (Did people ask for these items before they existed?  No.  And look at these businesses now).

Last, but very important, think of how you and your products could be of service to others.  Can you use a portion of your proceeds (even a tiny bit) to give back to your community?  After all, what’s the purpose of life?  If we’re not serving others, what’s the point?  Now get cracking!  (No more excuses.)

CHAPTER TWO

THINK ON THESE THINGS
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I REMEMBER WHEN I WAS about four or five years old, my grandfather said something to me which I have never forgotten.  I can’t remember what I had done or what I may have said, but he looked me in the eyes and said, “You are a warranted child.

Now what the heck did that mean?  At my tender age I certainly didn’t know what he meant.  In fact, my grandpa not being an educated man, may not even have used the word in its proper context.  All I knew was, when he said the words I saw pride in his eyes.  My heart soared, seeing that my grandpa thought much of me.  As I moved into adolescence, young adulthood and maturity, I never forgot those words.  It made me think highly of myself, so highly that I always expected to be top of my class in school and top of my field of work.  How could I be anything less?  I had been named a ‘warranted child’.

This is how it is with the money mindset.  If we think we are destined for greatness where money is concerned, then we act as such.  If we think that only certain people are worthy of money, then we limit our ideas, our thinking, and our planning.

It is therefore imperative that we think BIG.  Let no-one - friend, family or boss - limit your dream (and they may try, with their disdain for your abilities, and their disbelief in your seriousness and your ambition).  Close your ears to naysayers.  Feed your mind with positivity, such as lessons from the best gurus and motivational speakers.

Think of yourself as capable and ready to take on the challenge.  Open your mind to success! 
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FEAST ON FORTIFYING food:

Just like a garden, your mind needs to be tended and nurtured.  Why leave it to itself, thus allowing weeds to take root and run wild?

Take charge of your mind.  Tend to that garden.  Nurture it with fortifying food for thought.  Instead of spending the bulk of your time on video games, rock music and social media (not saying to ditch these totally - they have their place), what about taking advantage of the abundance of educational, inspirational and motivational material available on the Internet?  What about investing in books (e-books, print books, audio books) focusing on your field of interest or a subject that can make a difference in your life (money, health, relationships, etc.).  Can you imagine the effect this would have on your thoughts?  Do you understand the corresponding effect this would have on your attitude, your actions and consequently on your circumstances in life?

Have you ever practiced self-control for any period of time?  If you have, then you can understand the impact of your thoughts on your circumstances.  Your circumstances are, in many instances, the result of your thoughts.

A friend told me about a young woman at his office, not a beauty queen by regular standards, but this lady thought so much of herself and exuded such self-assurance and esteem, that she was never short of admirers and suitors.  She carried herself like a queen, hair looking like she’d just left the salon, her clothes of highest quality and the latest fashion.  Did she let a homely appearance trap her into receiving correspondingly homely results?  Not at all.  Her high regard for herself opened doors that would have been closed to the average person in the same circumstances.  Her wishes and the results fell in sync with her thoughts of herself.

Change your thoughts and you will be surprised to see how your results reflect your new attitude.  When it comes to money, be ambitious.  Think grand thoughts.  Let your circumstances rise to fulfill your demand. 
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BUILD YOUR BEST BODY:

Your body is also the subject of your thoughts.  Health and well-being have a lot to do with the thoughts you hold.  So, hold positive thoughts with respect to your health.  Do what is right for your body - drink plenty of water, eat a balanced diet which is heavier on greens and raw foods, exercise, get adequate sleep, take high quality supplements where necessary and then let your positive thoughts do the rest. Positivity is best for a healthy body.  
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THE POWER OF PURPOSE:

Remember, though, that you must have a purpose for your life.  Positive thought is all well and good, but to what end?

Why do you want to make money?  Is it because you want to make the best life for yourself and your family?  Is it because you want to be of the greatest service to others?  Is it because you want to acquire all the material possessions you could ever want?

Material possessions are fine, but understand that riches do not bring happiness.  But having a purpose in life does.  What better way to benefit from your riches than by using the power provided by these resources to fulfill your dreams, what you see as your purpose for being on this earth.

So go on, use the positive vibrations of your thoughts to make your money dreams come true then go forth and be the prime example of the power of purpose.
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LEARN TO LOVE...LEARNING:

In addition to feeding your mind positive thoughts, it is important to dedicate time to learning in whatever form you are able to access it.  There are so many options in this 21st-century that there is really no excuse to remain stagnant.  For those who may not be able to enroll in an institution of higher learning, there are libraries and, of course, the internet.

In the same way that you focus your thoughts on the achievement of your money dreams, focus also on the nurture of your mind.  It is through learning that you will develop the ability to generate divergent ideas, ideas that can make you millions. 
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DARE TO DREAM...AND act:

As Steve Jobs’s Apple ad said, “The people who are crazy enough to think they can change the world are the ones who do.” 

Don’t let anyone limit your dreams.  Dare to dream but don’t just stop there.  Act on that dream.  Remember the quote from Alfred Lord Tennyson: “Tis better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all.”  

Well, here’s my spin on that quote, where money is concerned: “Tis better to have dared and failed than never to have tried at all.”

When you’re eighty-five or ninety, don’t look back with regret on what you thought of doing but never tried.  Remember the advice from Jeff Bezos of Amazon fame.  He decided to leave his job to go for his dream because he thought it important to practice ‘regret minimization’.  As he shared in an interview, he did not want to reach his eighties then look back and regret the fact that he’d never given his idea a try.  He would never regret having tried and failed but he would really regret never having tried at all.

Remember this - all the products you see on the market (including apps and services) - started with a dream, an idea but...note well...an idea that was executed, a dream that was given life.

So don’t just dream.  Act. 

CHAPTER THREE

PREPARE FOR PROSPERITY
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PREPARING FOR PROSPERITY - thinking positive thoughts:

As you prepare for prosperity be careful of your thoughts.  Always think positive, not negative.  Do not make the mistake of sending out negative vibrations that can (and often do) bounce back to you.

Feed all three regions of the mind - the subconscious, the conscious and the superconscious with the organic food of positivity: pesticide-free, free of the poison of negativity.  All three regions need this wholesome nourishment - the subconscious (the part of the mind that lacks direction), the conscious (the human mind that sees life literally), and the superconscious mind (the part of the mind that feeds off the vibrations of the world we may not fully understand, a world that is more spiritual than physical).  It is here that brilliant ideas are born.  It is closely connected with intuition, man’s inner guide.

All three regions of the mind are influenced by the food you feed them so be careful of your thoughts (the protein) and also of your words (the carbohydrates).  You are actually able to change your situation by changing your words.  You can be killed or healed even by the words you allow to leave your lips.

Choose to think and speak in positive terms.  Also, try to find ways to be thankful.  In difficult and even traumatic situations, find a reason to give thanks.

I speak from personal experience as someone who lost two loved ones under tragic circumstances on the same day.  However, if one little change had not been made that day I would have had to bid farewell to three instead of two.  So even in the face of intense grief I was still able to find a reason to give thanks.

Practice placing the positive in the prime position in your life.  Negate the negatives, praise the positives.

Then watch the positives bounce back to you.  
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THE LAW OF PROSPERITY:

Be mindful of the vibrations produced by your words and your thoughts.  Think and speak positively as you prepare for that thing you have asked for, even when you don’t see any sign of how it could be achieved.

Even when you have no clue where it will come from you need to picture it - see yourself receiving that gift.  In that way, you will be cheering yourself on.  You will be even more fortunate if you have someone - even one person - who believes in you and your dreams.  If you have that one person in your corner, hold on to that one true friend.  There are many high achievers who can attribute their achievement to that one person who believed.

If you have that cheerleader, feed off that faith and in that way you will overcome seemingly overwhelming obstacles and you will succeed.  
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THERE ARE SO MANY PEOPLE with brilliant ideas for services or businesses who never allow these ideas to take wing.  Their primary problem?  Fear.  It may be fear of criticism, fear of failure or even fear of success.  Grow too successful, they think, and my friends will become envious and hate me.  Or, if I grow too successful I might change, and not for the better.

But it is better to put fear aside and go for your goal, your gold-medal at the end of the race.  Know that you deserve it.  You pursued your dream, you made it, and you need apologize to no-one.

So face your fear, whatever is holding you back from pursuing your dream.  You will find that the minute you stand up and face your fear it will fall away like the coward it is.  This is the way fear works.  You can conquer him and you should.  And remember, whatever you voice, you attract.  So voice positives and pull only positive vibrations in your direction.

Have you ever noticed how those who constantly speak of disease tend to attract it?  That is because all disease has a mental component. One has to master the mind in order to begin healing the soul and subsequently the body, the temporary host of the spirit within.

Note, too, that what you say of others you also say of yourself.  Your words bounce back to you.  Therefore, always wish others well and in so doing, you are also blessing yourself.

Wish others well, wish them peace and prosperity, and watch as the blessings bounce right back to you.  
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GIVE THANKS FOR EVERY failure or, better stated, every challenge.

Also send out goodwill to your fellowmen.  Do not feel threatened by the achievements of others.  Instead, wish them all the best.  Send forth only good thoughts, which will open the doors for you to also receive good thoughts.  Send out good thoughts even in the face of failure.  Continue to speak positively and you will find failures being transformed into opportunities and even into successes.  Find the good in adverse situations.  Do not be moved by them.  Name them opportunities and watch them transform into just that.

Prepare yourself for the power of positive thinking.  
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THE LAW OF KARMA (SANSKRIT for ‘comeback’) says that we receive what we give.  Our thoughts and deeds return to us whether sooner or later.  We must therefore be careful to send out positives as they invariably come back to embrace...or bite...us.

Another tremendous force of which to take note is desire.  Be sure to direct desire in the right channels so you are always attracting the good and not the bad.

Be careful - we will attract, not only what we desire, but also what we fear.  If there are things you fear, do not dwell on them or else you will attract them to you.  Drop them by the wayside then turn your face to the other side of the situation, the positive, more promising side.  That is what you will want to attract.

If we are to master the money mentality, active faith is essential.  If we are to impress the subconscious we must believe that we can achieve our money goals.  We must master the money mentality.  We must exercise faith, acting as if we have already attained the desired goal.

Note, also, that in order to have success in a business you need to love your work.  It is the love of that work, the passion, that will drive that business to greater growth.

Correspondingly, in order to attract money, you must have a healthy respect for it and what it can do.  You cannot attract money if you despise it.  Often, it is the negative thoughts of money that keep people in poverty.  In order to attract something you have to be in harmony with it.

Grow to love the idea of having money, not just for the sake of having it, but for what it can help you do.  What better way to serve yourself and others than to have the resources to provide help as needed?  Develop a healthy respect for money. 

Again, it is important to choose the right words, as it is these words that either bring unseen forces to your aid or repel them.  Also, if you want to stimulate the ‘getting’ of money, then you must first be willing to give.  The old Jewish custom of tithing (giving ten percent of your income for the good) is an investment which many claim to increase rather than decrease wealth.  We may want to pay close attention to the money traditions of this community.  Half of the billionaires in America are of Jewish heritage.  Go figure.

And even if the tradition does not increase wealth, as some claim, think of the satisfaction of knowing that you are contributing to society and to the good of others. That is reward in itself, whether giving back to your community or simply paying your bills.  Do all with a spirit of cheerfulness and love, and reap the blessings that come with giving.

Attitude is everything.  
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EACH PERSON HAS A DIVINE destiny which, if tapped, will lead to prosperity.  The key is to tap into that divine design, that spiritual connection with the world.

Each of us has a special place on earth, one that will allow us to use our individual strength and do the most good.  This is why parents should not force children along a career path of their choosing.  Let children find their personal passion and in this way they can excel in a field that they can enjoy and master.

We should also note that in our connection with the world, fear and worry become anvils tied around the neck.  If not careful, and if fear and worry are dwelt upon, they become negative forces which do the opposite of what is desired: they bring to pass the very thing that is feared.  The only way to conquer fear and worry is to confront it head on.  My own technique in each situation is to ask myself - what’s the worst that could happen in this case?  As long as that worst thing has not happened, I give thanks.  There is always a reason to give thanks.

Faced with business debts that could put my assets (such as my home) at risk, of course I want to clear the debts but I do not dwell on them.  I ask myself, what’s the worst that could happen?  Well, they could take the house.  Is that the worst that could happen?  Invariably, there is always something worse.  Therefore, I choose not to dwell on the worry but instead on the possible solutions.  That is what occupies my mind.

Even if the situation were to lead to debtor’s prison, is that the worst that could happen?  (Just in case you’re wondering - no, there could always be something worse).  Take heart in the fact that Nelson Mandela spent twenty-seven years in prison and came out, not defeated, but a conqueror who went on to become president of his country.  In the end this negative closed with a strong positive.

The key, though, is purpose.  Even while in prison he had a cause for which he fought. 

It is purpose which gives meaning to life.  Find yours.  
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FINALLY, AS WE GROW our money consciousness it is important to develop a positive spirit, not just to giving but also to receiving.  There is much to be said for being a cheerful giver but it is equally important to be a cheerful receiver.

Sometimes, if offered a gift by someone we deem to possess less, we decline, thinking we are doing that person a favor.  But what we are doing is denying that person the blessing of giving and also denying ourselves the blessing of receiving.  If a poor man offers you a penny as a gift from his heart then take it, thank him for it, and gratify his spirit in your gracious acceptance
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This book is dedicated to aspiring and experienced writers alike.  Sometimes we need a kindly kick to get us going (again),


NOTE TO MY READERS
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