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    New Mexico 2050?

    A Prefatory Poem

    Hakim Bellamy

    New Mexico has been called

    lots of things

    by the Upper 48.

    My favorite

    is “recession proof.”

    Like some sort of backhanded condiment,

    like vinegar, when I ordered chile,

    like drought, instead of “desert,”

    like climate change for dinner

    instead of rain for breakfast.

    But “mean”

    is not what they mean.

    When poor is the new normal,

    you can’t feel the economy flatline.

    Just like you couldn’t feel it

    when it was booming.

    Just like the bottom of the ocean

    unmoved by the waves.

    What they meant

    is “irrelevant,”

    even “insignificant.”

    Because we take everything

    as a compliment.

    Because at 2050,

    with the oldest state capital in the country,

    we look damn good for our age.

    Compared to their Dow Jones Average

    we are finally exceptional,

    breaking the curve

    one border at a time.

    36 years from here,

    New Mexico will still be exotic to others

    and enchanting to us.

    We’ll still be inventing

    new names to call ourselves.

    Still be creating new races

    every monsoon season of love.

    New Mexico will still be magic,

    Like a horizon-taut canvas

    making something out of nothing.

    Pulling a rabbit out of the mesa

    waiting a sign, with both ears

    to the sky.

    Nothing under its sleeve

    but sacred heart ink.

    Acequia Sangre underneath

    its adobe-flavored skin.

    Hungry for the snowpack

    to finally shed a tear.

    As the highways grow

    wider and western than the Rio.

    As the river banks

    collapse like a recession

    in vein.

    As the scales of justice

    elevate us out of poverty

    instead of shackling us to it.

    As the education system

    weights opportunity

    over place of worth.

    As the sites

    become more sacred,

    and the sacred

    becomes more scarce.

    New Mexico will endure,

    evolve and enchant,

    as it has always done.

    Under many different names...

    But what about

    the Nuevomexicanos?

  


  
    Preface

    What Can We Be? What Will We Be?

    Fred Harris

    The past is prologue. True. And so is the present. But in New Mexico, neither of these is necessarily destiny.1

    A local announcer once opened the great annual Montana Crow Indian Fair Rodeo with the words, “Ladies and Gentlemen and all you white people, we have cowboys here tonight from all over the world—and many other places!”

    Well, I’m not a cowboy exactly, not an Indian either, but I’ve been nearly all over the world, and many other places, and I’ve never found any place I like as much as New Mexico. That’s the truth.

    We’ve got our problems. Everybody knows that.

    And maybe people say that we’ve made our own bed. But we don’t have to lie in it. The problems we have here in this wonderful state were by and large made by people. And they can be solved by people, too. That’s what New Mexico 2050, the book from which this text is taken, is about.

    A blueprint for New Mexico’s future.

    A handbook for New Mexico’s leaders and public officials, present and potential.

    A textbook for New Mexico’s students.

    A sourcebook for New Mexico’s teachers and researchers.

    A hymnbook for proud New Mexicans who want our beloved Land of Enchantment also to become the Land of Opportunity, fully and for all.

    ■■■■

    That, I am sure, is what John Byram, the dedicated and farsighted director of the University of New Mexico Press, had in mind when he asked me to organize, produce, and edit New Mexico 2050. And that’s what I, too, had in mind when I agreed to take on the task, after adding in my own mind a theoretical subtitle for the book: What Can We Be? What Will We Be?

    With a grant (for which we’re most grateful) from the McCune Foundation to assist with project expenses, I set out to find recognized New Mexico experts in each subject field.

    And I found them: our contributors. All of us went to work. And it has been a labor of love.

    New Mexico 2050 an honest book. I asked the contributors for each chapter, first, to be descriptive—to say frankly and plainly what the present situation in New Mexico is—about the economy, for example, or the environment. And they have done that. They tell what our liabilities are, of course. But they also tell what our assets are.

    New Mexico 2050 is a courageous book. I asked the contributors for each chapter, next, to be prescriptive—to say fearlessly what we need to do in New Mexico to make things better. They have done that, too.

    And New Mexico 2050 is a hopeful book. I asked the contributors for each chapter, finally, to be predictive—to say optimistically what the well-informed and wise people of New Mexico, and their leaders, can and will bring about in our state’s future. And the contributors have also done this.

    Demographics may be as determinant for New Mexico as our DNA, and politics is the way we can do something, not just stand there. We were so pleased, then, when New Mexican Gabriel R. Sánchez, a first-rate and nationally recognized political scientist, aided by Shannon Sánchez-Youngman, an outstanding political science doctoral student, took on the vitally important task of researching and producing “New Mexico Demographics and Politics in 2050.”

    This E-short is enhanced by an accompanying essay on African Americans and other minorities in New Mexico, written so convincingly by the popular attorney and activist Pamelya Herndon.

    And finally—and I should have, in fact, put this first—Hakim Bellamy, the great Albuquerque poet laureate (2012–2014) has, in his wonderful and challenging prefatory poem, “New Mexico 2050?,” put a serious query to us that we undertake in this book to respond to in a sound and inspirational way.

    Read on.

    
      
        1 Note: This is an abridged version of the Preface that appears in the University of New Mexico Press title New Mexico 2050.

      

    

  


  
    New Mexico Demographics and Politics in 2050

    Gabriel R. Sánchez and Shannon Sánchez-Youngman

    Presidential politics has a lot to do, of course, with numbers. The U.S. Electoral College system pushes candidates and their strategists to follow paths that will most likely gain them the necessary and decisive 270 electoral votes. So, given the relatively small number of electoral votes that New Mexico can provide a presidential candidate (only five, compared to thirty-­eight in neighboring Texas, for example, or eleven in Arizona, nine in Colorado), one might assume that New Mexico would be irrelevant in the presidential campaigns and elections every four years. But that’s not what our recent history shows.

    New Mexico Is a Minority-Majority State

    The relative national interest in New Mexico’s voting and politics has been driven largely by the state’s unique demography, political history, and political competitiveness. As national party strategists increasingly recognized the growing political importance that Hispanics would have in presidential elections, they began to give more attention to New Mexico’s heavily Hispanic electorate.1 Hispanics or Latinos—we will use the terms interchangeably—currently make up 47 percent of New Mexico’s population, the largest Hispanic percentage in any state in the nation.2Combining New Mexico’s Hispanic population with its Native American community (which constitutes 10.2 percent of the state’s population) makes New Mexico one of the few minority-majority states in the country. And the youthfulness of the present New Mexico Hispanic and other minority populations ensures that the state will become increasingly minority-majority over time.

    Hispanic Political and Governmental Representation

    Their strong electoral participation and historical political importance and influence have led to high levels of descriptive representation in New Mexico for both Hispanics and Native Americans. For example, the proportion of Hispanics in the New Mexico State Legislature is about the same as the proportion of Hispanics in New Mexico’s general population, and New Mexico is the only state to have such relative parity in population and legislative representation. Further, Hispanics hold several key positions in statewide offices, on county commissions, city councils, school boards, and in other local government offices. In 2010 Susana Martinez became the first Latina governor in U.S. history, but she is the sixth Latino governor of New Mexico.

    Governor Martinez has emerged as a national political figure who is on a select list of Republicans frequently mentioned as potential vice presidential candidates for 2016. She had a prime-time speaking role at the Republican National Convention in 2012. And in 2013 she was featured as one of Time magazine’s one hundred most influential people in America.3 The national political prominence of Governor Martinez is a continuation of the high-profile status of New Mexico governors, begun with her predecessor in the governor’s office, Bill Richardson. Also a Latino, Richardson was a Democratic presidential candidate in 2008 and was therefore very much in the national news during that campaign season, and thereafter.

    At the federal level, two of the three New Mexico members of the U.S. House of Representatives are Hispanic, rounding out a Latino or Hispanic descriptive representation in New Mexico that is deeply rooted in the state, across time and multiple levels of office.

    Native American Political and Governmental Representation

    Although not as well documented as Latinos’ elected-official story in the state, Native Americans have also achieved impressive levels of political representation in New Mexico. This community is currently represented in both chambers of the New Mexico State Legislature. Presently, there are two Native American senators out of forty-two in the New Mexico Senate and three Native American New Mexico House members out of that chamber’s total membership of seventy. John Pinto, Navajo, is currently New Mexico’s longest-serving state senator, now in his ninth term in that body.4Debra Haaland of Laguna Pueblo was unopposed for the 2014 Democratic nomination for lieutenant governor of New Mexico.

    New Mexico: Red, Blue, or Purple?

    New Mexico was for a long time thought of as a swing state in presidential elections, and that focused a lot of national attention on the state. In the 2000 presidential election, New Mexico was a “blue” state, though barely: Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore won the state against Republican George W. Bush by only 366 votes, the closest state margin in the country that year. Four years later, the partisan result was the reverse, “red”: President George W. Bush, running for reelection, won New Mexico’s popular vote over Democrat John Kerry by 5,988 votes, making New Mexico one of only three
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