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Introduction


What do you think of when you hear the word ‘detective’? You may have read a book about a detective solving crimes, watched a film where a detective outwits a villain or perhaps you are the family champion at Cluedo! Maybe you have thought that you would like to become a detective yourself one day and become famous by solving the ‘crime of the century’! There are several reasons why you may enjoy detective stories or films. Perhaps you enjoy the hunt for evidence and solving clues and puzzles, or maybe you enjoy the thrill of mystery and danger.

However, have you actually thought about what a detective is and what detectives actually do?

The dictionary definition of a ‘detective’ is ‘a person, often a police officer, whose occupation is to investigate and solve crimes’.

There are different types of detectives, such as:


	•  police detectives

	•  private investigators

	•  amateur sleuths.



In this book, you will be reading about fictional and real-life detectives and exploring what makes a successful detective story. You might be surprised by how many fictional detectives you have heard of!


Kid detectives: The Famous Five

You might have read about The Famous Five. These fictional detectives are four children (Julian, Dick, Anne and Georgina) and their dog (Timmy), who always get caught up in adventures or find a mystery to solve – whether on a treasure island, in a caravan, at sea or on Demon’s Rock. Beginning in 1942, the British author Enid Blyton wrote 22 books about The Famous Five.
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NOW TRY THIS

Undertake some research to find out the titles of the 22 books. Which of the titles do you think sounds the most exciting or the scariest? Be prepared to explain your choice to your class.
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Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys

The Nancy Drew Mysteries were a series of books by an American writer about a clever, confident and independent teenager who had a knack for solving crimes and mysteries. Linked to these stories are the Hardy Boys – two fictional brothers who solved the cases that adults couldn’t.
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[image: ] Nancy Drew as she appears in a 2007 film




Sherlock Holmes

Probably the most famous fictional detective of all time is Sherlock Holmes – in fact some people even thought he was real. However, Sherlock Holmes was a character created by the Scottish writer Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The character lived at 221B Baker Street in London and his stories are narrated by his trusted friend Watson. There are many famous stories about Sherlock Holmes and his crime fighting skills.
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NOW TRY THIS

How many of the Sherlock Holmes stories can you name? Who is Holmes’s arch enemy?

If you are not sure, you could undertake some research about the character.

Here are some images of actors who have played the role of Sherlock Holmes. Which is the closest to how you imagine him to look? Share your opinion with your partner.


[image: ]

Using the pictures to help you and drawing on your own knowledge, list some of the clothes and props that are associated with Sherlock Holmes. What do these suggest to us about the type of character he is? Share your opinions with your partner.
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Auguste Dupin

Interestingly, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle based his character of Sherlock Holmes on another fictional detective, Auguste Dupin, created by the American writer Edgar Allan Poe. Dupin appears in several stories and perhaps the most famous one is Murders in the Rue Morgue. Arthur Conan Doyle said that Poe ‘was the model for all time’. What you think he might have meant by this?



Hercule Poirot

Another famous fictional detective is Hercule Poirot, created by the British writer Agatha Christie. He is probably best known for his immense moustache and his intelligence in solving tricky cases.
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[image: ] Hercule Poirot
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NOW TRY THIS

Make a list of adjectives you would use to describe a detective, for example intelligent, determined.
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Real life detectives

Almost every time you read a newspaper or watch the news on television, you will hear stories of real-life detectives and police officers solving crimes, saving lives and helping people. However, the day-to-day life of a real detective is probably not as exciting or glamorous as the fictional detectives you read about.
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[image: ] A detective conducting an interview
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NOW TRY THIS

With a partner, research some of the real-life detectives from the list below. Produce a fact file for the detective(s) you find the most interesting.


	•  Allan Pinkerton

	•  Ignatius Pollaky

	•  William J Burns

	•  Frank Hamer and Maney Gault.
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Wyatt Earp (1848–1929)

Of course, officers of the law have been keeping citizens safe and protecting the innocent for centuries. Many of these officers were known as ‘sheriffs’ in the American Old West. One of these real-life
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Detectives in poetry
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	•  Agatha Oddly: The Silver Serpent, Lena Jones

	•  The Murder Most Unladylike series, Robin Stevens

	•  The ABC Murders, Agatha Christie

	•  The Sign of Four, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
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