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“Getting the permission of their mother and father, they came and touched the guru’s feet. They then put on yellow garments, tied a quiver around their waist, and held arrows and a bow in their hands.” (Janaki Mangala, 27)

pāi mātu pitu āyasu gurū pāyanha pare | 
kaṭi niṣaṃga paṭa pīta karani sara dhanu dhare ||
“Mom, do I have to go? Dad, can’t I stay home? Why do I have to do this? You always make me do things I don’t want to do. I’d rather stay home and play. I don’t want to go to that place.” That parents would compel their children to do things they don’t want is not out of the ordinary. And that children would protest vehemently to doing chores and travelling to places to accept responsibility is also not uncommon. With one king in particular, however, his children were so well behaved that even when they were sent to escort an innocent sage and protect him from vile attacking creatures in the wilderness, they were respectful, honorable, and eager to the task. The description of the scene where they prepared for leaving is delightful to the heart, with each aspect infused with transcendental goodness.

Normally, if you hear about someone getting ready to go somewhere, the words of description aren’t necessary. If a fighter is preparing for a large conflict, what is the big deal about them putting on their clothes or preparing mentally? The real action occurs when the conflict starts. In the scene in Ayodhya many thousands of years ago, two youths were getting ready to leave home, and they wouldn’t face danger until later on. Nevertheless, the personalities in question were divine, beautiful sons of King Dasharatha. Any time the mind can remember those two youths there are countless benefits received. Every aspect of their behavior, including their dedication to one another, is remarkable.

Why were divine personalities roaming the earth as children? Why not wield tremendous power and show off your true ability? This way people could then know who you are and worship you properly. With the Supreme Lord, the more amazing His displays of affection, kindness, compassion, honor, chivalry, and dedication, the greater the chances that others will take up worship in earnest.

To use a simple example to see the principle in action, we see that many athletes and celebrities rise to the top of their profession. Yet the ones who struggled in the beginning, who defied the odds, are given more attention. If someone who is considered less likely to succeed ends up winning in the end, their victory is more appreciated; it garners more attention. The person struggling through poverty, overcoming family adversity, dealing with debilitating diseases and handicaps, and then eventually rising to the top of their profession serves as a role model for others. If they can do it, why can’t anyone else?

When the Supreme Divine Being appears on this earth, He rarely displays His awesome powers immediately. Instead, He shows that even in the tiniest of forms, which normally wouldn’t have success in difficult ventures, He can succeed and live up to His role as the ultimate protector of the surrendered souls. Why protect only the surrendered and not everyone else? If someone doesn’t want protection, how are they going to be protected? For instance, we may have a fire extinguisher in the kitchen, but when the next fire arises, if we don’t use the extinguisher how can we be protected?

If the protection is not used, it cannot be blamed for anything bad that happens. With the Supreme Lord, His energy is everywhere. The energy belongs to Him, so it is an extension of His mercy. Yet depending on how the target living entities utilize that energy, there can be either benefits or harm. Under the spell of maya, or illusion, the external energy is utilized for personal gain, for trying to become the most successful enjoyer in the absence of God’s association.

From consulting Vedic wisdom it is revealed that the essence of identity is the spirit soul. One of the soul’s properties is blissfulness. In the constitutional state, the bliss arises from voluntary, unmotivated and uninterrupted service to the Supreme Lord. Accepting that constitutional position is difficult for one deluded by maya. The illusory energy of the material world belongs to God, but it is described as external because it can have different uses. If one wants to live in illusion, they can. For illusion to have a detrimental effect, the Lord’s internal potency cannot be used. Instead, maya turns into the temporary presiding deity, as she fosters lust, anger, greed and vice. Through her agents of wine, women, animal flesh and gambling she deludes the otherwise pure soul into searching after contaminated happiness.

For the Supreme Lord there is never a chance of association with maya. The energy belongs to Him, so when He appears on earth it acts under His direction to give the appearance of fallibility to others. The material energy provides no protection from calamity; that is why she is known as durga, or difficult to overcome. The spiritual energy is present within all of us, and it is a positive force. Yet unless we know how to utilize that energy, how to connect with it and take direction from it, maya remains the sole benefactor. You can think of maya as the horrible boss who makes you work like a dog and pays you very little. At the same time, your job is always threatened; never is there a moment of peace.

The Supreme Lord offers protection in different ways to those who sincerely desire it. In the most basic exercise, just thinking of the Lord’s personal form is protection enough, as the mental image creates peace within the consciousness. The ability to develop consciousness is unique to the human being; hence the species is considered superior by the Vedas, the original scriptural tradition of India. In no other form of body is there the chance for becoming fully Krishna conscious by the end of life.

In His original form God is known as Krishna because He is all-attractive. Attractiveness is coupled with a form, or spiritual manifestation. Sometimes this form is described as nirguna or avyakta, which can mean without qualities or unmanifested. The spiritual manifestation is unknown to us; it is a concept that cannot be conceived by the mind. For instance, if Krishna were to stand before us, He might appear to be a certain height. Yet there is no height limit for the Lord. He is both larger than the largest and smaller than the smallest. In this way He is not manifested. We are graced with His visible presence in the form of the avatara every now and then to get a slight idea of His features.

In the Treta Yuga, Krishna came as Lord Rama. The servitor God, the most dedicated servant of Krishna in His unmanifested, spiritual form is Baladeva, who is also known as Lord Ananta Shesha Naga. That divine personality appeared simultaneously with Rama as His younger brother Lakshmana. Dasharatha was their father, and the two boys had two other brothers. One time the venerable Vishvamitra Muni visited Ayodhya and asked to have Rama accompany him in the forest. It was not revealed to anyone that Rama was God. Rather, everyone just had a natural attraction to Him. The Lord was so pious that He could only be Dasharatha’s son. There was not a hint of sin in Him, and His three younger brothers looked up to Him like a father. Lakshmana was closest to Rama in affection, as he would always follow his elder brother around.

When Dasharatha finally allowed young Rama to go with Vishvamitra, Lakshmana was told to accompany them as well. The king was worried about his eldest son, for He was not even twelve years of age yet. There were many mature fighters that were part of the royal army, but Vishvamitra specifically told them to remain where they were. The enemy forces in the forests were a unique breed of man-eaters, capable of changing shapes at will. They were careful in their attacks, waiting until religious ceremonies were taking place. They were thus the vilest creatures who required an expert bow-warrior to be handled.

In the above referenced verse from the Janaki Mangala of Goswami Tulsidas, the actions of Rama and Lakshmana right before they left for the forest are presented. Many things would happen while protecting Vishvamitra, and indeed the main subject matter of the poem is the eventual marriage that would take place between Rama and the daughter of King Janaka, Sita Devi. Nevertheless, something as simple as Rama and Lakshmana’s preparation while leaving home is presented to give the mind something wonderful to think about. This mental image provides just as much protection as Rama and Lakshmana’s arrows did to Vishvamitra.

Why is this the case? We see that the two boys first got the permission of their parents and then touched the guru’s feet. Rama is God and Lakshmana is practically identical to Rama. They don’t need permission to do anything. With a simple exhalation, Lord Krishna’s form of Vishnu creates this and many other universes. To show just how much they loved their caretakers, Rama and Lakshmana set an example of ideal children. This behavior is more heartwarming coming from children because there is innocence. An adult showing respect in this way has the ability to discriminate, so perhaps they are following protocol to receive a benefit later on. Rama and Lakshmana innocently loved their parents and would do whatever they asked. They weren’t being sent off to camp or to a local playground either. They were to act as guardians for someone who was so exalted that the king himself took direction from him.

The boys did not hesitate in going. They showed respect to the people that deserved it. They next put on yellow clothes. Generally, Lord Rama wears a yellow robe and Lakshmana a blue one. When the brothers appear as Krishna and Balarama they follow the same tendency. The matching colors are also present with their appearance as Lord Chaitanya and NItyananda Prabhu. The brothers then tied their quivers around their waists. Again, they weren’t preparing for playing laser-tag or a day of innocent fun. Though youths at the time, they were getting ready to battle the world’s strongest fighters. Vishvamitra, as an expert teacher, would give them powerful mantras that could turn their arrows into weapons with the ability to create devastation like a nuclear weapon.

To complete the picture, they took bow-and-arrow sets in their hands. This wonderful scene of the two brothers readying for their journey with Vishvamitra cannot be contemplated enough. They say that a picture is worth a thousand words, and since Rama and Lakshmana are transcendental, just creating a mental picture through hearing has a similar, if not greater, effect. From this one scene we see how to properly respect our elders and spiritual guides. We see how dedicated to protecting the innocent the Supreme Lord is. We also see just how much Lakshmana loves Rama. Wherever the Lord goes, Lakshmana is right behind Him to act as protection. Rama doesn’t require this, but then Lakshmana doesn’t need anything except his brother’s association in life. As Akampana, a fierce Rakshasa fighter, would later point out, Rama is like a raging fire and Lakshmana a powerful wind that extends the reach of that fire.

“Rama’s younger brother, Lakshmana, has reddish eyes and a voice that resounds like a kettledrum. His strength matches that of Rama’s, and his face shines like a full moon. Just as wind gives aid to a raging fire, Lakshmana has joined forces with his brother. It is that best of kings, Shriman Rama, who has brought down the Rakshasas fighting in Janasthana.” (Akampana speaking to Ravana, Valmiki Ramayana, Aranya Kand, 31.16-17)

The same protection offered to Vishvamitra exists in the image of Rama and Lakshmana and also in the holy name itself. The Supreme Lord has thousands of names which describe His transcendental features, and they are best sequenced together in the maha-mantra: “Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare”. The holy name is the transcendental fire to burn up the sinful effects of the dark age of Kali, and the spiritual master, following Lakshmana’s lead, is the powerful wind to spread those flames throughout the world. With that combination, how can maya ever stand a chance against the sincere devotee?

In Closing:

In elders transcendental love swells so much,

When their feet the two young boys touch.

Bow and arrows carry in their hands so soft,

As to the woods with muni they are off.

Love for their parents the scene does reflect,

And Lord’s dedication to the brahmanas protect.

Brothers not leaving home to have days of fun,

Went to put pain in sage’s side on the run.

Wherever Rama goes Lakshmana by His side,

For attacking demons, from arrows nowhere to hide.
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“The material relations are based on reciprocation of material enjoyment, which depends mainly on material resources. Therefore, when material resources are withdrawn by the Lord, the devotee is cent percent attracted toward the transcendental loving service of the Lord. Thus the Lord snatches the fallen soul from the mire of material existence.” (Shrila Prabhupada, Shrimad Bhagavatam, 1.9.19 Purport)

Material nature is described as maya in Sanskrit, a word which at its root means “that which is not.” Maya casts a spell of illusion, causing the living being to accept something as part of their identity which really has no relation to their true qualities. The illusion extends to relationships as well, for otherwise man would never feel sadness over the loss of an inanimate object like an expensive shirt or car. For those who turn their back on maya, following the right steps along the spiritual path, a good portion of that illusion is removed personally by the master of maya. Bereft of material enjoyment with which to reciprocate, the material relation disintegrates, leaving the individual helpless in their desire to accept illusion. In that condition, they are better suited towards worship of the Supreme Lord, which is man’s primary occupation to begin with.

Reciprocation of material enjoyment is the essential ingredient in the relationship with illusion. Without that reciprocation, the return on the investment of action, the relationship wouldn’t last very long. For instance, if I work for an employer and provide him a good or service of value, I expect to be paid fairly. “Fair” in this regard refers to just compensation for the work provided. Fair has nothing to do with what other people in the company are making or what my financial situation is. For all the employer knows, I could be coming home every night and throwing my earned money into the river.

What keeps the relationship going is the return of material enjoyment. When the employer stops paying a wage or fair salary altogether, the work offered by the employee will eventually stop as well. In this sense, the loss of a material enjoyment leads to a type of renunciation. With working, however, such a stoppage of payment doesn’t mean that the worker will give up employment altogether. Rather, they will just look for another job, where ideally the level of reciprocation is higher than it was previously.

The same principles apply to every type of interaction with material nature. Every material relation is based on this reciprocal enjoyment, and once that enjoyment is cut off, the relationship dissipates. For the spiritualist sincerely interested in transcending the effects of maya, the direct method of achieving success is known as bhakti-yoga, or devotional service. Within bhakti there is no question of maya. At the same time, however, there is vibrancy in activity. The yogi following love for the Supreme Personality of Godhead will use whatever is at their disposal to please their beloved Bhagavan, a word which describes the Supreme Lord’s superior position as possessing opulences in the greatest abundance.

In the grand scheme, the living being is practically helpless in determining their living conditions. I may be very intelligent and capable of doing complex mathematics, but I can’t control the weather. I can’t control what happens to other people as well. Their behavior is determined by their desires, so there is no way for me to enter into their minds and tell them to desire something different. With respect to bhakti-yoga, the foremost activity is the chanting of the holy names, “Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare”. Recitation of these holy names keeps the mind thinking about God. More importantly, hearing takes place at the same time. The gateway to the soul is the ear, and if the proper message is transmitted through that channel, it can penetrate through the wall of nescience and cause a resurgence in the active principle of divine love, which is currently dormant.

While the sincere spiritualist is chanting the holy names regularly, if they are still bound by the spell of illusion, their progression will be slowed. Think of it like driving to work and then hitting traffic that temporarily halts your progress. The traffic for the devotee is the bevy of material relations. As mentioned before, these are kept alive through material enjoyment that goes back and forth. Therefore, to help the humble soul looking to connect with Him, the Supreme Lord personally intervenes, breaking away from His position of neutrality, and takes away one’s material enjoyment.

“I envy no one, nor am I partial to anyone. I am equal to all. But whoever renders service unto Me in devotion is a friend, is in Me, and I am also a friend to him.”  (Lord Krishna, Bhagavad-gita, 9.29)

In the Bhagavad-gita, Bhagavan in His original form of Lord Krishna states that He is not partial to anyone. At the same time, if one is devoted to Him, He takes a special interest. We can think of it like utilizing the sun’s power for a higher purpose. The sun’s rays shine down on everyone; thus the sun is not partial. At the same time, someone who knows how to use the rays properly can take the highest benefit. In a similar manner, one who knows how to use Krishna’s energy can find enlightenment and a steady determination in following the path that leads to the highest destination.

The added bonus with Krishna is that He will directly offer assistance to those who are desirous of it. The surrendered soul is protected like a helpless child that doesn’t know what is best. The independent, self-sufficient child may leave home in adulthood and go on to follow their passions in life, but the pet child is protected throughout by the parents. The devotees are Krishna’s favorite children, so He never lets go of them, even if they should try to get away.

The Supreme Lord shows favoritism to His devotees by sometimes taking away material enjoyment. What room is there for illusion in the life of one who is in constant contact with the real thing, the Supreme Lord? Spirit is immutable, unchangeable and primeval, and since Krishna is the Supreme Lord, even His body has the same properties as spirit. Regular matter, on the other hand, is temporary, changing and not vibrant. Attachment to matter can only take place when one is not fixed in devotional consciousness.

Sometimes Krishna’s personal intervention in this area is not immediately appreciated, though it always proves to be helpful. A famous example of this intervention took place with the venerable Narada Muni. Think of the greatest reformer you know and their resume would still pale in comparison to Narada’s. The former son of a maidservant is a special space-travelling saint who has the ability to impart supreme wisdom to those who are deserving of it. His disciples fill up the who’s who of famous acharyas of the Vedic tradition.

Despite his status as an intimate friend and servant of Lord Vishnu, another form of Krishna, or God, Narada once fell victim to maya’s influence. It should be noted that for the devotees the temporary bouts of illusion come from yogamaya, which is directly controlled by God. Mahamaya, on the other hand, is not directly supervised by the Lord. Under yogamaya the illusion actually ends up benefitting the devotee, strengthening their resolve in devotional life.

Narada’s humbling occurred when he saw a beautiful princess that he wanted to marry. The material relation would be created through a reciprocation of material enjoyment. That enjoyment could only occur if Narada would marry the princess. Her father was holding a svayamvara, or self-choice ceremony, to determine her marriage. The princess would get to pick her husband from a lineup of princes. Narada, who had previously boasted about having conquered the influence of the senses, prayed to Vishnu to be able to get the princess as a wife. “Please let her pick me”, was his prayer.

If the material enjoyment had been granted to Narada, the illusion would have continued longer. On the other hand, if the enjoyment was ripped away in a tragic manner, the relation would dissipate immediately. Vishnu cleverly answered Narada’s request by saying that He would do what was best for the sage. Lo and behold, when the time for the svayamvara came, the princess looked at the princes assembled, and when she looked at Narada’s face, she saw a monkey. Detested by the image, she did not pick him for a husband.

Narada was quite angry over what had happened. He was so mad that Vishnu betrayed him. Nevertheless, the personal intervention ended up saving the muni. He was not destined to be married, especially if his relation with his wife were based on material enjoyment. In bhakti, it doesn’t matter whether one is young or old, single or married, working or renounced. The only requirement is a sincerity of purpose in connecting with God.

In other types of yoga or spiritual life the direct intervention of Bhagavan is absent. This means that one must fend off the advances of maya on their own. As even an exalted personality like Narada can temporarily be drawn in by the allures of material beauty, the paths not involving bhakti are very difficult, and may take many lifetimes to complete. Shri Krishna is the Supreme Controller, so when He helps someone, there is no question of failure. His beloved Narada still sings His glories to this day, and though he was angered by the Lord’s actions that one time, in the end the supervision proved to be the best thing for him.

There are countless other historical examples of where Krishna rescued a sincere soul from the clutches of material existence. The rescuer is atmarama, or self-satisfied, so He doesn’t need anything for Himself. He does not remove the source of the material relations to punish or to teach lessons. Rather, He knows what is best for everyone, and those who are prone to accepting the right path in life come under His protection, whether they like it or not. Bhakti-yoga is non-different from Krishna, and one who adopts it as a way of life through making chanting and hearing the holy names their primary engagement gets rescued by the one person capable of remedying any situation.

In Closing:

From the clutches of maya set me free,

Please will someone come and rescue me.

For attachment enjoyment must reciprocate,

Only then will one link appreciate.

This fact Supreme Lord certainly knows,

Therefore towards struggling devotee He goes.

Away from objects of illusion He does tear,

Whether they like the intervention He does not care.

In end receive benefit from Krishna’s personal touch,

Tough love because the devotees He cares for so much.
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“Here is a large grove of gigantic Ashoka trees. I will explore it, as it has not yet been searched by me.” (Hanuman, Valmiki Ramayana, Sundara Kand, 13.55)

aśoka vanikā ca api mahatī iyam mahā drumā || 
imām abhigamiṣyāmi na hi iyam vicitā mayā |
Large and expansive trees, just perfect for hiding someone who shouldn’t be found. Erect a high barricade to prevent the defenders of justice from locating the innocent princess, who was ever worthy of being by the side of her husband. Though the tall trees provide enough of a cloak for the eyes, for extra precaution surround the damsel with hideous creatures ordered to torture her at every second. Even the most capable warrior, the person who is undeterred in his undying love and affection for his beloved, who is unwavering in his commitment to seek out success in the mission of all missions, almost didn’t locate the missing princess of Videha. Finally spotting his eyes on this expansive grove, the warrior in a monkey form seized upon the opportunity to continue his search, to remain dedicated to the service he promised to provide.

Was this person a hired gun? Was there a bounty waiting for him at the end? Was there a cash reward for success in the mission? Up until this point, he was known only as an emissary, a sort of diplomatic head of a small community residing in the forest. The members of this group were monkey-like, but they had many human features as well. Therefore they could organize their affairs and follow some basic codes of a civilized society. There was a head of state, whose name was Sugriva. His chief minister was Hanuman, who was as loyal as they come. Loyalty as a concept can be modeled after Hanuman, for there is not a hint of duplicity in him. When he’s carrying out a mission, he does whatever it takes to meet the interests of the party he’s representing.

As kings are known to do, Sugriva formed an alliance with a person who had a similar interest. Though Sugriva and his monkey community were living in fear on the top of the mountain called Rishyamukha, their home was the entire forest of Kishkindha. Sugriva, however, had been driven away by his more powerful brother, who also happened to be his mortal enemy. Through the diplomatic efforts of Hanuman, Sugriva formed an alliance with a prince named Rama, who was roaming the forests with His younger brother Lakshmana. Rama was looking for His wife, Sita, who had just gone missing. In this way both Sugriva and Rama were looking to regain something they had lost.

Hanuman thought it wise to pair the two together, to create an alliance to meet both ends. As an expert bow warrior, Rama first helped Sugriva gain back his kingdom. To return the favor, Sugriva dispatched his massive monkey army around the world to look for Sita. Hanuman was in one of the search parties. Though he was only one out of thousands of monkeys, it was known to both Rama and Sugriva that if anyone was going to find Sita, it would be Hanuman. Many times prior the hero had measured up to his standing, proving his capability to succeed in a task assigned to him.

Not only would their faith in him be tested, but the exercise of Hanuman’s abilities, both mental and physical, would be stretched to the limit as well. Rama and Sugriva had faith in Hanuman’s ability to find Sita, but they didn’t necessarily consider all of the obstacles he would have to face. Moreover, no one can predict the workings of the most difficult enemy of all: the mind. Hanuman did make it to Lanka, the island where Sita had been taken. As the only monkey capable of reaching the island in a single leap, he found himself resuming the search with no one around to help him. Add to the fact that the inhabitants of this island were enemies, we can see what a daunting task lay ahead of the hero.

Yet the strategic difficulties weren’t what would get to Hanuman. Marshalling his abilities in yoga and intelligence, Hanuman found a way to search through the entire majestic city without being noticed. So in this sense there were no difficulties presented by the Rakshasas. What did cause him trouble, however, was faith in the successful outcome. As more time passed by, it looked more and more likely that Sita would not be found.

When a television show gets cancelled, if it is popular enough with fans the producers will try to shop the show to other networks, hoping one of them will pick up the show. The likelihood of that happening is quite slim, and as the more time passes, the chances of success further evaporate. Hanuman was in a similar situation, as the more of Lanka he searched without finding Sita, the less likely it was that she wasn’t there. Who could have ever predicted this mental hurdle? At worst, perhaps the initial concern was that Hanuman couldn’t handle the onslaught of ghoulish creatures residing on the island. Sita was taken to Lanka by a Rakshasa king named Ravana. Rakshasas are a human-like species given to black magic, drinking, animal killing, and all sorts of other sinful behavior. Hanuman, on the other hand, is completely pure; hence the two didn’t mix well.

In the above referenced verse from the Ramayana, Hanuman is turning his mental outlook around, deciding to continue the search. He notices an Ashoka grove, a wooded area filled with many large trees. It would be a strange place to search for a missing princess, but since he had not looked in there yet, he might as well give it a shot. Human beings naturally reside in civilized parts of town, such as in the palaces and residential buildings. That Hanuman hadn’t searched this wooded area yet was understandable.

Though the many tall trees were hiding Sita, Ravana never would have thought that a monkey would come to find Rama’s beloved wife. Indeed, the wooded area was actually more conducive to Hanuman, since he was accustomed to living in the forest and climbing trees. He would be able to jump from tree to tree and not be seen by anyone. Moreover, he could use the strategic perch to gaze upon the situation down below, to map out a strategy on how to meet Sita. While the primary objective of his mission was to find Sita and then report back on her location to Sugriva and Rama, Hanuman also had to deliver to the princess Rama’s ring. This would give Sita validation that Rama was insistent on rescuing her and that Hanuman was His representative.

An ordinary garden full of trees isn’t that remarkable, but when it holds the goddess of fortune, the most beautiful woman to have ever graced this earth, it becomes a subject of interest. Because of this characteristic, any person who would search through the area looking for this princess would similarly become glorious. The image of Hanuman deciding to search through the Ashoka garden brings pleasure to the hearts of devotees, those whose primary business in life is to follow bhakti-yoga, or devotional service. All kinds of service take place during the living entity’s many trips through the material universe, but only one service stands far above the others. Loving God as a way of life is the best way to describe bhakti-yoga. If we should acknowledge the existence of a supreme ruler, an original creator, shouldn’t we try to connect with Him all the time? This is the aim of real yoga.

Since bhakti is the highest discipline in life, any person who practices it wonderfully, without any personal motivation, and provides an example for others to follow, also becomes worshipable, as is the case with Hanuman. He doesn’t know that he’s following a yoga system; he just wants to please Rama. This attitude extends to Rama’s wife Sita, His younger brother Lakshmana, and all His servants. Lord Rama is the very same person the rest of the world addresses as God, so in this sense there is no sectarian designation. We already suffer so much by ignoring God and service to Him. Yet the offer to take up His service is always open to accept, as is the story of Hanuman and his dedication. Though Hanuman is only concerned with pleasing Rama, His deeds also serve to ignite the flame of devotion resting within the hearts of all living entities. Hanuman shines bright with his unmatched love for Rama, and this love is so effusive that it can be distributed to others, to those who are pure at heart and who love Rama and His devotees.

In Closing:

Standing tall and many are the garden’s trees,

Making it difficult for Sita to be seen.

This wooded grove Hanuman had yet to search,

As monkey could climb trees and use as perch.

Ravana thought that kidnapped Sita couldn’t be found,

Ashoka trees the divine princess did surround.

For Rama’s sincere servant no obstacle too great,

To meet goddess of fortune was his destined fate.

Hanuman to finish his search and succeed,

No match for his will were the many trees.
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