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Into Outer Space – Again?

 


 



Introduction

 


The following is a compilation of official reports
and personal logs which have recently been translated. Please note
that there are substantial differences of opinions on the part of
those scholars who might claim any acquaintance with the ancient
language and some of them are positive that the following
compilation is simply a modern fantasy with no correlation to what
the documents in the original language could possibly mean. Those
of us who worked on this compilation are too aware that the reports
and logs which are available are not always complete (indeed, some
are little more than fragments) and that some extrapolation on the
part of the compilers was necessary in order to make the following
understandable without significantly altering (we hope) the
meaning. With those caveats in place, the following is presented
for your review and consideration.
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The Translated Compilation Begins

 


 


Background

 


After decades of disappointment as the far-ranging
probes sent back reports of no success in finding a planet which
met the programmed criteria of a planet where humans might be able
to live, the information from one probe seemed to have some
possibilities. The scientists eagerly reviewed the incoming
information and when someone decided that an appropriate level of
positive information was received, they sent the long awaited
confirmation up the chain of command. Of course, those who were in
power at the time were rather skeptical that anything positive
could be received after so many years and since they’re used to
instantaneous communication, they simply could not fathom how long
it takes for a signal at even the speed of light to reach the
nearest star system, much less one further away.

Further positive information from the probe seemed to
sway some of those in power, but they were reluctant to authorize
the release of the funds which were needed to upgrade the
colonization vehicle which had been in orbital storage for years or
to recruit appropriate people to colonize the far distant world.
Although the funds were in a specific colonization fund, it was
hard for the politicians to justify their release when the money
might have had a positive effect on those who would re-elect them,
especially considering all of the problems in the world. Almost
none of them wanted to admit that over population was wearing out
the world at a faster pace than before or that pollution was
destroying the remaining natural resources or that they didn’t have
the courage to make the hard decisions which were necessary in
order to make a difference.

Yet, those problems were what had initiated the
colonization program decades before by people who would rather try
to escape the problems than to solve them. Still fewer people at
that time were willing to admit that even if they could colonize
another world with a few thousand people, it won’t relieve the
Earth of the billions who over populate it. So they propagandized
the idea that if another world was made available to a few humans,
there was hope for all of mankind.

There is no evidence that such a propaganda attempt
was successful. Or if it was, it was for a very short period of
time. Of more immediate concern to most people was whether they
would have enough to eat in order to live for another day and since
that has become even more of a problem in the present, it has led
to the almost daily reports of riots or uprisings by those who lack
what some authorities claim is a barely subsistence level of
resources.

In spite of those issues, it was finally decided to
make the colonization attempt (which resulted in further riots over
using money to buy a pie in the sky instead of bread on earth).
However, the attempt was delayed then almost cancelled due to the
politicians who each insisted that their pet project or idea was
included or their favorite prejudice was excluded. Finally, with a
crew of one thousand scientists, technicians, and support people
along with all of the knowledge and equipment which they thought
would be needed to colonize a new world, the colonization ship
departed orbit towards the last reported location of the probe.

 


Condensed from the ship historian’s report.

 


 



 


Enroute

 


While the scientists and engineers have designed
engines which are able to propel our colonization ship at almost
the speed of light, they haven’t developed a way for humans to
sleep for extended periods of time. As a result, we have a thousand
people trapped in a confined space which doesn’t have the extra
room of a prison exercise yard. And we’re supposed to remain
productive and happy in this environment for the years it will take
us to arrive at our destination?

Although we were all subjected to extensive tests and
declared to be the most reasonable and stable of human beings,
humans just do not do well in confined spaces. Those in my
profession who used to work in prisons would clearly recognize what
is happening here. My fellow shipmates are among the most
intelligent and motivated people, but many of them do not have
enough meaningful work to keep them occupied for years. And that
leads them to behave it ways which would nicely be called
‘mischief’, but when that’s combined with their innovative
abilities, it can cause significant problems for others.

Of course, with the high capabilities of everybody,
some of them also tend to be rather arrogant which may have been
less obvious in a normal work environment, but is accentuated in
this environment. And that is often expressed as disdain for
virtually anyone who either isn’t a member of their chosen
profession or isn’t considered as good in the profession, which
amounts to virtually everyone on board.

As with any group of humans, regardless of their
apparent stability or intelligence, cliques have been formed,
although not as quickly as in a school setting. With the passage of
time, personalities clash which causes cliques to be revised or new
cliques to be established with the resentments of the clashing
personalities being passed on to the new clique members. And
without the room to avoid each other, some of those clashes have
escalated from unpleasant looks to vindictively spoken words to
actual physical violence.

The pairing up of people for intimate purposes was
bound to happen and was even somewhat encouraged by those who
planned this colonization ship. However, without an approximately
equal diversity of genders, there are those who are left out as
well as those who have multiple willing partners. Obviously, that
causes jealousy on the part of those who ‘don’t have’ and bragging
on the part of those who ‘do have’. And when partners are discarded
for someone else, feelings can become intense and lead to behavior
which is not consistent with societal stability, to put it
nicely.

I’m not sure how much the rest of the ship’s
leadership was prepared for some of these issues, but I was assured
that my role would be more oriented to dealing with minor issues
while I had the unique opportunity to do an in-depth study of the
best of humanity in an unusual environment. That’s what it was like
at the beginning of the voyage, but as time passes, the ‘best’
prove that underneath the façade of social excellence, humans are
very similar and not in a positive way. Hopefully, as the ship
moves closer to its destination, the people onboard will return to
their purpose for being here.

In the meantime, the leadership and I continue to try
to diminish the worst behaviors while the physicians patch up the
injuries and the occasional body is added to the organic components
converter/recycler.

 


Condensed from the ship psychologist’s personal
log.

 


 



 


Arrival

 


We were provided with a lot of information about our
proposed new home before we left Earth and received more on the
journey, but, as they say, seeing is believing. From a distance,
the planet looks like a marble sitting on an invisible string
strung between two beach balls. The actual scale is more extreme
than that, but that gives you an idea of what it’s like to see a
planet suspended in the middle of a binary star system. Neither the
probe, which departed to continue its mission of looking for other
possible planets, nor any of our ship’s instruments have been able
to detect any other planets in the system. How one planet ended up
being stuck here has already been a topic of serious
discussion.

However, ours is not to reason why but to work with
the situation as we find it. While some people had argued that
there must have been some glitch with the probe for what it
reported, we found that the reports were accurate, at least for
what they contained. The planet is smaller than the Earth, has a
higher rate of rotation (which theoretically produces a gravity
similar to Earth), and, other than some apparent small seas, it is
completely covered by forest.

We looked for ice caps at what we presumed were the
poles, but couldn’t find any and then the instruments confirmed
that the axial tilt of the planet is about forty-five degrees. This
means that
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