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The sun dipped low on the horizon, casting a warm golden glow through the dining room windows. The dinner table was meticulously set for a cozy evening meal—a crisp white tablecloth draped elegantly over the wooden table, with a centerpiece of freshly cut flowers. The soft candlelight flickered in the gentle breeze, dancing to the classical music playing softly in the background, setting a serene mood for the evening ahead. The room was filled with anticipation as Chloe went about making the final touches on setting the dinner table. 

She looked magnificent and elegant in her red attire; the fabric shimmered subtly under the soft lights in the dining room. Her hair, styled in loose waves, framed her face gracefully and highlighted her features with effortless charm. A subtle hint of perfume lingered around her, a fragrance that complimented her outfit. Her eyes flickered between the clock on the wall and the front door. It’s almost time, she thought. As she waited, she arranged the table with care, ensuring that everything was perfect for their dinner together.  

With each passing moment, her heart beat a little faster, filled with a mix of excitement and longing to see him again. The very thought of him made her blush, and just then, there was a knock on the door. “Just a minute,” she said, and quickly went to the mirror and touched up her hair. She looked around the room and the table, and it looked perfect. She quickly walked towards the door, and as she approached the door, her heart fluttered with a mix of excitement and curiosity. This was going to be a very special evening. She took a deep breath, reached for the doorknob, and opened the door slowly.

Standing before her was her man, whose presence seemed to radiate warmth and confidence. He stood tall with an easy grace; his dark hair tousled just enough to give him a rugged charm. His eyes, a deep shade of brown, sparkled with kindness and a hint of mischief as they met hers. A smile spread across his face, genuine and inviting, as he took in her look with appreciation. In that moment, time seemed to pause as they stood there, silently taking each other in. “You look beautiful tonight, Chloe,” he said in his deep voice, and pecked her on the cheek as he offered her a single rose and a gift. 

Chloe burst into a big smile. He knew that she loved gifts. Her voice exuberated with excitement as she asked him, “What is it?”

“Open it,” he said. 

Chloe went and sat on the couch nearby. James followed behind her and remained standing. Chloe shook the package excitedly; it was beautifully wrapped. She carefully removed the wrapping and opened the box. As she opened the box slowly, her eyes widened. She gasped and turned to look at James with bewilderment. James loved that look; it was worth it, he thought with a smile at the corner of his mouth.

Nestled inside was the most beautiful piece of diamond necklace. It shimmered with stunning brilliance. Its design was elegant and reflected her taste as she held it in her hand. A rush of emotions swept over her—gratitude, joy, and a profound sense of being cherished. 

“It’s beautiful,” she whispered. It was a moment she would never forget, a reminder of love and appreciation that warmed her heart and filled her with excitement for the future moments that they would share. “It’s beautiful, James. It is so beautiful,” she said, tears welling up in her eyes. She couldn’t hold them back anymore. 

“The moment I saw it, I thought of you,” James said beaming with joy. 

“Oh, James! You didn’t have to...how can we afford to buy this...I mean, our wedding is in another three weeks, and I thought we had agreed to pool all our resources together.”

“Yes, we did,” said James, “but I had to make the sacrifice. I really wanted to get this for you, darling.”

Chloe tried hard to swallow her tears of joy. She gazed at James with misty eyes, which reflected tremendous love and appreciation. She knew the amount of sacrifice James must have put in to get her this precious gift, and she really cherished it.

“Allow me,” said James. He quickly came over to her side and took the necklace from Chloe’s hands. Chloe turned her back to him and he put it around her neck. Chloe saw her reflection in a mirror at the farther end of the room, and the necklace dazzled, reflecting the light from the candles. It matched her evening outfit, and she looked stunning.

Chloe turned around and raised her chin and pecked him on his cheek, “You are the best.” With a twinkle in her eye and a mischievous smile, she jumped to her feet.

James laughed when he saw Chloe jump from the couch energetically, “I shall take that as a compliment,” he said with a boyish grin and ran his hand through his tousled hair. He looked at the set table and said, “So, with that out of the way, hmm... when do we eat? I am famished.”

“Dinner is almost ready, darling! But we have to wait for my parents. They should be here any time now,” said Chloe as she looked at the clock.

“Dinner with your parents? Again?” exclaimed James. 

“Yes, please don’t be mad. They insisted, and I couldn’t tell them no,” she said with a sheepish look.

“It’s okay,” said James in a resigned tone. 

He knew that Chloe’s parents were very excited about the upcoming wedding, especially Chloe’s mom, Mary. She was very supportive about the whole thing and wanted to help as much as possible with the wedding plans, and at the same time, ensure that she doesn’t cause too much interference. She was quite understanding. After all, Chloe was her
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