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  IN THE

  HOME

  PVC Storage Container

  Occasionally, you may be presented with the need to store, cache, or hide items. Perhaps you wish to hide your egg money in something other than a fruit jar. You may feel the need to put away a firearm and supply of ammunition. Or you may just have something of value that you would like to hide securely away from prying eyes. A simple and durable storage container can be made in a few minutes by using scraps of appropriately sized PVC pipe. All it takes is a section of pipe of the proper diameter and length for the item or items you wish to store. You can make these in 4-, 6-, 8-, 10-, or even 12-inch diameter.

  Glue into place an end cap on one end of the pipe. On the other end, glue into place a collar with female threads to accept the same-sized male screw-in plug. You are all set.

  When using your storage container, a desiccant may help prevent damage to the stored item. This is a simple and cheap process: Merely toss into the container an old sock or other cloth bag filled with rice. The rice will serve as a very suitable moisture absorber. Or you can apply a bead of silicone sealer when you thread the cap into place. This will serve as a final moisture barrier.

  Here’s another tip. If you choose to put your container underground—that is, to bury it vertically in a posthole-type hole—then get a piece of black corrugated plastic drain tile in the next size larger than the PVC container you have. Dig the hole large enough to accommodate the black drain tile. Once it is in place, just drop in your PVC container. Cover with a large flat stone and cover with soil. If you are concerned about finding your storage site later, lay a piece of metal atop the stone before you cover it with earth. This will enable you to locate the site using a metal detector.
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  PVC Curtain Rod

  It is not difficult to make a sturdy curtain rod from ordinary PVC pipe. Select the size that will fit through the end of your curtain or valance. Cut it to length and glue an elbow onto each end. Now mount two ordinary metal angle braces to the wall. Drill a couple of small holes in each elbow to match the holes in the braces, and mount the rod to the braces using small, tightly fitting machine screws.
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  Clothes Rod/Rack

  This clothes rack is made from some scraps of pipe and a few fittings. It is ideal for a college student or to put in the garage or wherever hunting clothes are stored.

  You will need 11⁄2-inch material for this project, including six elbows and four T’s. Cut the top and bottom pieces about 32 to 36 inches long. If you make it too wide, the rod might sag with the weight of clothes on it.

  The height of the rack is also a matter of choice; about chin high is handy for most folks. The base of the rack should be wide enough to prevent it from tipping over easily. If you cut each of the four leg pieces about 12 inches long, that should work nicely.

  Cut the pieces of pipe to the size you want, and dry-fit everything together before gluing.
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  Newspaper Box

  If you need to attach a box to your mailbox post for your local newspaper, you can make one quickly with a piece of 4-inch PVC pipe and an end cap. Cut the pipe to a length that will accept the paper, and glue on the end cap.

  You can attach the box to the post in a number of ways, depending on what you are working with. If you have a wooden post, you may want to use screws. If the post is a common 4 × 4 model, drill two holes in the paper box about 21⁄2 inches apart along the length of the pipe. It will take a bit of time, but—using two appropriately sized hex-head lag screws and a ratchet—attach the box to the post.

  You can also use heavy cable ties to attach the paper box. Put two around the box as far apart as the post is wide. Run one more cable tie through each of the first two, around the post, and secure. Tighten up all three snugly, and the box should be secure.
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  Firewood Rack

  A handy rack for holding firewood can be made from 2- or 3-inch PVC pipe. Granted, it won’t hold a month’s worth of wood, but it will hold a surprisingly large amount of fuel for your fireplace or stove.

  Using four elbows and eight T’s, along with some lengths of PVC pipe, you can turn out this firewood rack in an hour or less. Specific lengths for the pipes are not given here—your needs may vary. But on the average, if you make your rack about 3 feet long and 2 feet tall, sagging should not be a problem. If you want to make it longer, or just want to add some stability, check out the additional illustration that includes a set of support legs in the middle of the bottom pipes. This will help take care of any sagging that the weight of the wood might cause.
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  Soap Mold

  If you enjoy making soap at home, try using pieces of 11⁄2-, 2-, or 3-inch pipe cut into short lengths as a simple soap mold. Using duct tape, close one end of the mold by covering it with a piece of heavy plastic film. Two thicknesses are better. Pour in the soap “batter” and allow it to set up. Placing the soap-filled mold in the freezer should cause enough contraction that you can tap and shake the finished soap from the pipe mold. If it is still too snug to remove, try heating it a bit with a hair dryer. It should slip out easily.

  Gutter Cleaner 1

  If you need a good way to flush out your gutters without doing a balancing act on the extension ladder, try this trick. Use a female-threaded PVC coupler for attaching to a garden or washing machine hose. Glue it to an appropriate length of 3⁄4-inch PVC pipe. Add a 90-degree elbow, a length of PVC pipe about 6 to 8 inches long, and a 45-degree elbow. To that, add a 3- to 4-inch piece of pipe. Attach the wand to a shutoff coupler on the hose end—and you’re in business.
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  Gutter Cleaner 2

  Here is another gutter cleaner that you might like to try. This one uses air instead of water.

  Select a piece of PVC pipe that will fit over the end of your leaf blower pipe. This may require splitting the PVC pipe and shoving it over the end of the leaf blower. Make it a length convenient to reach your gutters. Add a couple of 45-degree elbows with a short piece on the end and you should be able to blow dried leaves and debris right out of your gutters using the power of the leaf blower.

  Mailbox Post

  A good PVC mailbox post can be made similarly to the post for a birdhouse or feeder (see the next chapter). You will need a section of 4-inch PVC pipe and a PVC stool flange.

  Cut the pipe to the length you will need, including the portion that will be set in the ground. Glue the flange to the top of the post. Cut a board to fit the bottom of the mailbox and screw it to the stool flange. Attach the mailbox and set the post by digging a hole 21⁄2 to 3 feet deep. It is a good idea to drill a couple of holes on opposite sides of the pipe and run a rod or pipe through before setting the post. This will keep the post from turning in the hole.
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  IN THE

  GARDEN

  Row Hoops

  Possibly one of the best uses for joints of 1⁄2-inch PVC pipe is to create a miniature greenhouse in your garden. Combined with a sheet of heavy, clear plastic, this pipe can make a great growing-season extender in your own garden no matter how large a plot you have.

  To construct your row covers, you will first need to cut twice as many 18-inch pieces of 1⁄4-inch reinforcement rod (commonly called rebar) as you have pieces of PVC pipe. Here on our place, I simply used light metal electric-fence posts. They worked very well.

  Drive in one rebar or fence post where you want the end of the PVC pipe to be. Continue down along either side of the row at about 3- or 4-foot intervals. Directly across the row or seedbed, set another post. Place one end of the 1⁄2-inch pipe over one of the posts. Bend the pipe over like a hoop on an old covered wagon and slide it down over the other post. Repeat this down the row until you have set out the number of hoops you need.

  Cut the plastic plenty long, so that you can gather it up and anchor it at the ends with a big rock or block. Allow for an extra 12 to 18 inches on either side as well. I used this extra plastic to help anchor the little structure. Simply take a piece of pipe or conduit, and, with a helper, hold the edge of the plastic to the pipe and roll it up over the pipe. After rolling it up a few times around the pipe, lay a block or rock on either end of the pipe to anchor the plastic.
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  PVC Birdhouse

  Excellent birdhouses can be made from scrap pieces of 4-inch pipe. For example, to make fine bluebird houses, take a section of 4-inch pipe about 9 inches long. To one end, glue an end cap. Just below the end cap on the main tube, use a door lockset hole drill and bore the 11⁄4-inch hole that is ideal for bluebirds. About 1⁄2 inch from the bottom of the tube’s open end, drill two holes about 1⁄8 inch diameter and about 11⁄2 inches apart. Directly across the diameter of the tube, repeat the procedure. You may make two or three shallow cuts with a saw directly below the entrance hole. This will permit the adult birds approaching the box to get a grip on it as they prepare to enter. Cut one of these deep enough that it makes a slot completely through the pipe about an inch long. This will be used for the next step.

  Cut a piece of 1⁄4- or 1⁄2-inch hardware cloth about the same diameter as the pipe. Insert it flatly into the bottom of the tube. This will be the actual bottom of the birdhouse. Through the four 1⁄8-inch holes that you drilled near the bottom of the tube, insert a U-shaped piece of wire and bend the ends to secure it. This will hold the hardware cloth floor in place.
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  You may wish to use a different type of bottom in the birdhouse. This can be done by slipping another end cap onto the bottom of the birdhouse in place of the wires and hardware cloth. Once the cap is in place, drill two pilot holes and secure it with a couple of self-tapping screws 1⁄2 to 3⁄4 inch long. This will enable you to remove the bottom of the box seasonally for cleaning.
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  PVC Hanging Planter

  An attractive hanging planter can be made from PVC pipe. To create your planter, first locate a piece of 4-inch PVC pipe in the length you would like for your planter; something in the area of 16 to 24 inches works well.

  Next, bore 11⁄2-inch-diameter holes in the pipe at points where you want plants. I spaced the holes in staggered rows up and down the pipe; a row of three, turn the pipe 90 degrees, then a row of two. Add another row of three and another row of two, turning the pipe as you go.

  Next, glue an end cap onto the bottom of the pipe with regular PVC cement. Near the center of the end cap, drill three or four small holes to allow for water drainage. At the top of the pipe, drill three holes about 1⁄8 inch in diameter at points dividing the circumference of the pipe into thirds.

  To hang the planter, you can use twine, wire, chain—whatever you have handy. I used four small S-hooks and some light chain
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  Carryall Handle
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  Tomato Stakes
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  Tomato Cages
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  Cold Frame Cover
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  DIY Sprinkler for Greenhouse and Garden

  
  
  Bird Feeder
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  Squirrel-Proof Bird Feeder Post
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  Seed Planter

  
  
  Pinwheel Holder

  
  Hosta Ring

  
  Orchard Limb Spreader
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  Tool Holder 1
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  Planter Hanger
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  Grape Arbor
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  Garden Trellis
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  Garden Gate
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  PVC

  FURNITURE

  SOURCES

  For furniture parts, fittings, and plans try these sources:

  


  C&S Plastics, Inc.

  1550 5th Street SW

  Winter Haven, FL 33880

  1-800-476-0823

  Savko Plastic Pipe & Fittings, Inc.

  683 East Lincoln Avenue

  Columbus, OH 43229

  1-877-885-4445

  www.savko.com

  A to Z Supply

  13396 Ridge Road

  Grass Valley, CA 95945

  530-273-6608

  www.atozsupply.com


  FURTHER

  READING

  ON PVC

  FURNITURE

  
    
      	PVC Furniture (Weekend Workshop Collection) by Edward A. Baldwin

      	PVC Furniture: 27 Easy-to-Build, Inexpensive, Last Forever Projects from Workman Publishers

      	How to Make PVC Pipe Furniture: For Indoors & Outdoors by Ed and Steve Baldwin

      	For a great Web site pertaining to PVC furniture, check out www.pvcplans.com. It offer loads of information.
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The mailbox post calls for PVC pipe and a stool flange.
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One half of the garden gate is shown. Make two and join them with pieces of pipe.
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A garden trellis can be made easily from PVC pipe.
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A PVC post and toilet flange makes a sturdy and pest-proof
support for a birdhouse or feeder.
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A firewood rack made from PVC pipe.
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Half of the PVC tomato tower is visible here.
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This grape arbor was made from 4-inch PVC pipe.
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This attractive planter can be made easily and quickly.
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This cold frame cover was dry-fitted before gluing.
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Tomato stakes can be easily made from scraps of PVC pipe.
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PVC scraps can be fashioned into a clothes rack.
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Yet another simple birdhouse made from PVC.
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Use PVC to clean your gutters.
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The cover with plastic in place.
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Even a curtain rod can be made from PVC pipe.
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This handy garden carryall has a simple
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A wooden block is used to anchor the pipes for the garden trellis.






