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Chapter 1: The attack on the FNN Headquarters, 6th June 2028.
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CIA director James Winter was sitting in the FNN Headquarters, overlooking Central Park in New York. The sun was shining outside, and James would have hummed a tune if his business here wasn’t so important. “Mr Bucker will meet with you shortly. Would you like a cup of coffee while you are waiting?” Geoffrey Bucker’s secretary asked James. 
James didn’t bother answering, and he waved her away. James felt annoyed that Geoffrey didn’t consider him important enough to put everything else aside when he requested a meeting. This kind of contemptuous behaviour never happened to Pierre Beaumont. 

James realised that wealthy plutocrats were more interested in appeasing the world’s richest man, Pierre Beaumont, than appeasing him. James got distracted from that thought when his phone rang. It was Melinda. 

James stared at his phone and hesitated. Melinda Barnes was James’ subordinate at the CIA, and they had a secret fling. Although James felt closer to her than he had ever felt in his life, he also felt terrified at the same time. Melinda was a straight-and-arrow operator and a true patriot. James feared getting close to her as he had received a fortune from Pierre for concealing the truth about the Hei Bai Virus outbreak in 2021. The outbreak had killed 300,000 people in New York within a matter of days. Many of them had been world leaders, as the outbreak had coincided with a United Nations summit. 

Pierre had orchestrated this biological weapons outbreak to become the wealthiest man in the world by shorting the markets before the attack. 

To make matters worse, James had not only kept his mouth about Pierre’s crimes against humanity. James had also covered up that Pierre’s alleged cure for the Hei Bai virus, Reversogene, made by Pierre’s pharmaceutical company Axil Azteca, caused infertility and severe liver damage. Millions had died worldwide from Pierre’s shoddy drug, and many more had become sterile. 

James picked up the phone:


-  Hi Melinda.


Melinda:


-  Hi James. I was worried about you. You are not in your office and haven’t picked up your phone all day.


James:


-  I am sorry, Mel. I am meeting someone. 


Melinda:


-  Is this one of the many women that you’re meeting?


A part of James wanted to answer ‘yes’ to this question. His feelings for Melinda were risky, and he tried to keep her away. But James couldn’t make himself brush her off, so he replied:


-  No, I am meeting someone for work.


Melinda:


-  Who?


James: 


-  I am sorry, but that’s above your pay grade. 


Melinda remained silent for a few seconds, and James could imagine how annoyed she was. Finally, Melinda broke the silence and hid her irritation:


-  I understand. Are you still bowling with me, Jack, and Joanne tonight?


James: 


-  Yes, I can’t wait to meet those cute troublemakers again. Got to go. See you tonight.


James hung up the phone. How could it have come to this? Why was he about to swap his life of partying and glamorous women for being a monogamous boring old stepdad? It didn’t make sense, but perhaps that was the heart's way. 

‘Mr Bucker will receive you now.’ The secretary informed James, who got up and walked towards Geoffrey Bucker’s extravagant office. 
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GEOFFREY BUCKER SMILED as James Winter entered his office. The men shook hands and got seated by an antique mahogany table. 
Geoffrey: 


-  I am sorry to keep you waiting. As the CEO of the Factual News Network, I must report on daily occurrences that affect our world. A great responsibility, as you can appreciate. 


James shook his head and mocked:


-  Oh, I have always thought that FNN stood for Fake News Network. I learn something new every day.


Geoffrey:


-  Fake or factual, these are just words. What matters is the impact my news has on the world.


James: 


-  That is true, and that is why I am here. I have heard rumours about your intentions to report that Reversogene caused a lot of deaths and suffering back in 2022. Tell me why.


Geoffrey:


-  I haven’t decided yet. But our sources are credible, so releasing that scoop would be a good deed. 


James: 


-  That’s irrelevant. Revealing the truth would destroy President Mitchell Cent’s chance of re-election.


Geoffrey:


-  That’s what I am after. Mr Damien Vanderbilt owns this media empire. He would be keen to run for president himself.


James:


-  Revealing the truth could cause the opposition to win. Of course, we wouldn’t want that.


Geoffrey: 


-  Damien is quite content with losing the presidency to Barry O’Connor. But he would rather give it a shot than allow Mitchell Cent to run for president again.


James:


-  And what if he loses to Eva Moreno?


Geoffrey: 


-  Eva Moreno doesn’t stand a chance. It’s impossible for someone who is neither Republican nor Democrat to become America's president.


James:


-  It is not against the constitution, and it can happen. That is something we ought to stop. 


*Beep, Beep, Beep*

James Winter got distracted when his Zetan Monocle warned of danger. James got up, turned his back to Geoffrey and inserted the Zetan Monocle into his right eye. He squinted from discomfort as the monocle attached itself to his optical nerve, but it was a necessary evil. The monocle was the most intelligent AI on the planet, and James would be a fool to ignore this. 

James’ perception of time slowed down as the Zetan Monocle displayed the following message:

‘High threat level: Dozens of assailants from GAG, the Guns Against Globalism terrorist group, have entered the building. Their objective seems to be acquiring proof of the lethality of Reversogene. Suggested action: Destroy the security camera, subdue Geoffrey Bucker, steal the hard drive with stored evidence, and leave via the ventilation shaft. The probability of survival is 98 %, probability of success is 95%. Alternative options: Combat mode chance of winning is 72 %, Diplomacy mode 78 %’. 

James resumed time and chose the suggested action. He wouldn’t risk his life to save Geoffrey, who supported another candidate than him. James pulled up his silenced pistol, shot the security camera, roundhouse kicked Geoffrey in the head, and picked up the laptop. Next, James shot the hinges that held up the ventilation shaft cover and got into the shaft. 

There were a loud explosion and lots of gunfire. James set his monocle to ‘avoid confrontation’, and a hologram map of the air ventilation ducts came up in front of his right eye, guiding him to safety. 
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JAMES WINTER WAS BACK in his hotel room, a few blocks from the FNN Headquarters. James had escaped before the SWAT team stormed the building to fight the GAG terrorists. This was for the best. He didn’t want anyone to know about his visit there, and he would need to tie up loose ends before the end of the day. James was examining Geoffrey’s computer when he received a message from Pierre. The statement read: ‘Do you know anything about this?’
James opened the link. The link opened a video showing how GAG terrorists tortured and executed Geoffrey Bucker and other FNN executives. James felt a short burst of guilt. He could have stopped this from happening if he had accepted a 28 per cent probability of death and fought the terrorists. 

James brushed off the guilt. Why would he risk his life to save those vultures on the executive level of FNN? Death was a suitable punishment for their deceit; besides, they had proven uncooperative. 

James had a bigger problem than guilt. He could not find evidence about the lethality of the Reversogene drug. That proof could never see the light of the day. Otherwise, Pierre would fall, and he would drag James with him. But where could the evidence be? James had hoped it would be stored in Geoffrey’s computer, but the Zetan Monocle had failed to detect it. Apparently, not even a genius alien AI could know everything. 

James decided to come clean to Pierre. Pierre had real resources and Vladimir as an ally. These factors would make him better at finding and destroying the evidence than James. James wrote the following message:

‘I couldn’t find the evidence against us on Geoffrey’s computer. I need help from your side. I will tie up some loose ends in New York.’

Pierre responded with:


-  I will send Vladimir to chat with the GAG leader, Julienne Bessange. You can go back to playing stepdad for now. Be ready when I need you. 


James sighed. He hated that Pierre was spying on him, but it was to be expected. Besides, he wasn’t better himself, as the privacy of others was a danger to men that wanted to dominate the world.
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Chapter 2: Pierre sends Vladimir to deal with the GAG leader Julienne Bessange on 10th June 2028.
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It was a sunny Sunday afternoon, and Pierre Beaumont was sipping XO cognac on his terrace overlooking Lake Geneva from the top of a beautiful hill. He was annoyed that James Winter had failed to find and destroy the evidence for the adverse health effects of Reversogene. Sometimes, having the CIA director on his payroll was insufficient to convert inconvenient truths into forgotten falsehoods. However, Pierre knew who to send when James had failed. He would send his Siberian right-hand-man, Vladimir Kravchenko. 

Pierre, Vladimir, and James were all members of the Monocle Conspiracy. The Monocle Conspiracy was not united by a single cause but by a single technology. In 2020, nine individuals found alien technology that elevated their minds while hiking in Nepal. The technology was in the form of a monocle that elevated the mind and made the wearer superior. The monocle allowed Pierre to anticipate future outcomes and enabled Vladimir to become the world's most dangerous assassin.

Pierre recalled the last meeting within the monocle conspiracy. The group had gathered in Colombia in February 2026 to find another Zetan Temple. They had hoped to unearth more marvellous technologies. Pierre had left Vladimir at home to avoid arousing the anger of Sandra Santiago, whose father Vladimir had murdered in Nepal. The mission in Colombia had been a fiasco, and Pierre had almost died when Zetan sentry bots had defended the temple. Worse yet, they had not found anything of value in the secret temple.

Pierre thought of assembling the Monocle Conspiracy again. It had been two years, and it was nice to meet with a group of people that shared the same experience and the same elevated mindsets.

Apart from Pierre, the other members of the Monocle Conspiracy were the following: 

Vladimir Kravchenko was a sadistic Russian killer. Vladimir carried out assassinations for Pierre to fulfil his murderous desires. In return, Pierre used his wealth and influence to cover Vladimir’s back if he left incriminating evidence behind. Pierre and Vladimir had been occasional lovers over the years, but Pierre had left that part behind him. Vladimir was too dangerous, and Pierre did not intend to end his days, falling victim to a sadomasochistic sex marathon.

James Winter was the CIA director and the true power behind Mitchell Cent’s presidency. Having the US president in his pocket was helpful, and bribing the CIA director was less conspicuous than bribing the president. 

Ben Yehuda & Szymon Yehuda were fanatic Zionists working for the Mossad. They wanted to commit genocide on non-Jews in Israel to fulfil a Zionist golden age dream. Pierre had funded these two brothers and their resurgence of the Templar Order, as they were too dangerous to be against him. 

Martin Orchard was the man who had led the group to find the Zetan Monocles back in 2020. Martin was rash, unpredictable and dangerous. Pierre did not understand how Martin could be alive after having returned from the dead several times. However, Martin was too fascinating to have Vladimir put him down permanently. Instead, Pierre had convinced the Yehuda Brothers to make Martin the leader of the resurgent Templar Order. Martin had gone missing in 2026, and Pierre had been too busy with his other schemes to find out about Martin’s whereabouts.

Elaine Orchard was a middle-aged Indonesian business tycoon and Martin’s estranged wife. Pierre had lent Elaine a fortune to ensure that her corporation, the Harapan Conglomerate, became the most powerful entity in South East Asia. Elaine’s debts to Pierre made her controllable. 

Josefina Fiero was a Brazilian femme fatale and business tycoon in her late 40s. Like Elaine’s situation, Pierre had lent Josefina a fortune after the Hei Bai virus outbreak in 2021 had made him the wealthiest man on the planet. With Josefina indebted to him, her Avanço Verde-Ouro Corporation became the most powerful entity in South America.

Sandra Santiago was a pretty girl who was in her late teens. After Vladimir murdered Sandra's father in Nepal, Josefina took her in and raised her as her own. 

Having contacted the members of the Monocle Conspiracy, Pierre went inside to have an afternoon nap. 
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WHEN PIERRE WOKE UP, Vladimir stood silent in the room, staring at him. Pierre sighed:


-  I hope you didn’t hurt my guards.


Vladimir scoffed:


-  Hah. I wouldn’t do that to you. I know how difficult it is to find good employees these days.


Pierre:


-  So, how did you get in this time?


Vladimir: 


-  I climbed the mountainside. It’s a nice challenging climb. It’s the perfect warm-up for bed.


Pierre sighed. He lived in a palace on the top of a hill to avoid unannounced visitors, not to encourage them to climb the mountain for fitness. Pierre:


-  This is not a booty call, Vladimir. On the contrary, I summoned you for a new mission.


Vladimir:


-  I love going on missions. Especially if they entail death and mayhem.


Pierre:


-  I leave that to your discretion. You need to confront the Guns Against Globalism leader Julienne Bessange. She has information about our involvement in the Hei Bai Virus outbreak and the Reversogene cure we created.


Vladimir:


-  I like this mission already. I have seen the videos of what Julienne can do with a gun. I bet that she would rock the bedroom!


Pierre: 


-  I don’t think seduction is your strongest suit. Stick to your strengths.


Vladimir:


-  I will stick to my strengths, but I will fuck her, and you cannot stop me. I will carry out the mission the way I like.


Pierre sighed. It would be a complication if Vladimir, the sex-crazed bisexual, raped Julienne during the mission. But the main goal was for Vladimir to destroy the evidence against them regarding Reversogene causing death and infertility. For minor crimes like rape and murder, Pierre could pay off the authorities for cover-ups, especially if the rape victim was a well-known terrorist and a wanted criminal. 

Pierre:


-  Very well. Do what you deem necessary but don’t leave too much
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