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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town {Alden} in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturdays in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton
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2025 LAS VEGAS BOWL



Page | 
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Brief History of Nebraska Football
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Nebraska plays its home games at Memorial Stadium, where it has sold out every game since 1962. Nebraska is among the most storied programs in college football history. As of the end of the 2019 season, the Cornhuskers rank seventh in all-time victories among FBS teams. Nebraska claims 46 conference championships and five national championships {1970, 1971, 1994, 1995, and 1997}, and has won nine other national championships that the school does not claim. Nebraska's 1971 and 1995 title-winning teams are among the best in college football history. The 1983 team is considered one of the best teams to never win a National Championship. Only a one point upset loss to Miami in the 1984 Orange Bowl stands between this team being heralded as one of the best. Famous Cornhuskers include Heisman Trophy winners Johnny Rodgers, Mike Rozier, and Eric Crouch, who join 22 other Cornhuskers in the College Football Hall of Fame. Notable among these are players Bob Brown, Guy Chamberlin, Tommie Frazier, Rich Glover, Dave Rimington, and Will Shields, and Coaches Bob Devaney and Tom Osborne. Six past Nebraska head coaches have been inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame: Eddie N. Robinson, Fielding H. Yost, Dana X. Bible, Biff Jones, Bob Devaney, and Tom Osborne. Devaney had a 101-20-2 record {.829} in 11 seasons. Osborne had a 255-49-3 record {.836} in 25 seasons and three National Championships.

The program's first extended period of success came just after the turn of the century. Between 1900 and 1916, Nebraska had five undefeated seasons and completed a stretch of 34 consecutive games without a loss, still a program record. Despite a span of 21 conference championships in 33 seasons, the Cornhuskers didn't experience major national success until Bob Devaney was hired in 1962. In eleven seasons as head coach, Devaney won two national championships, eight conference titles, and coached 22 All-Americans, but perhaps his most lasting achievement was the hiring of Tom Osborne as offensive coordinator in 1969. Osborne was named Devaney's successor in 1973, and over the next 25 years established himself as one of the best coaches in college football history with his trademark I-form offense and revolutionary strength, conditioning, and nutrition programs. The Cornhuskers have had only 26 losing seasons in their history, which started in 1890.

Nebraska has had numerous players selected in the NFL Draft {AFL Draft}, including 34 players selected in the 1st round. Sam Francis {1937} and Irving Fryar {1984} were number one overall selections in the draft. Nebraska has played in 53 bowl games, including an NCAA-record 35 straight from 1969 to 2003. Nebraska has played in 17 Orange Bowls with an 8-9 record. They are 2-4 in the Fiesta Bowl, 3-0 in the Alamo Bowl and 0-3 in the Citrus Bowl. They are 4-0 vs LSU in Bowl games, 1-4 vs Miami in Bowl games and 0-4 vs Florida State in Bowl games. One of the most memorable Bowl games of all time is the 1984 Orange Bowl where Tom Osborne elected to go for two points instead of settling for a tie and having a pass knocked down in the end zone, denying the Cornhuskers a National Championship.
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Traditions
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Tunnel Walk

Since 1994, Nebraska's home games have opened with the "Tunnel Walk". Just before kickoff, Memorial Stadium plays "Sirius" as the Huskers take the field from the northwest tunnel. Immediately before the Tunnel Walk, the west side of Memorial Stadium yells "Husker" in unison, while the east side responds with "Power." 

Balloon release

At every home game since the 1930s, fans have released red helium balloons when the Huskers score their first points. In 2012, a global helium shortage threatened the tradition, but the university allowed for a limited number of balloon releases throughout the season. The tradition returned to normal the following year.

Walk-on program

Nebraska has a long-standing walk-on program, designed to attract student-athletes who did not receive scholarship offers. Nebraska accepted its first walk-on in the early 1960s, and Tom Osborne began an official program in 1973 after the NCAA reduced the number of scholarships schools could offer. The size and stature of the program means that Nebraska's rosters are often unusually large; Nebraska had 141 players on its 1996 Fiesta Bowl team, while opponent Florida had only 94. Osborne credited his walk-ons with providing flexibility to better scout future opponents. Unlike some other schools, Nebraska's walk-ons have the same access to training facilities and academic counseling as those with scholarships. Nebraska has had six walk-ons become All-Americans and 29 play in the NFL.

Helmets

Nebraska's first helmet was red with a single white stripe, later changed to plain white with a black number on the side. From 1967 to 1969, the helmet featured a red, offset "Nebraska" on each side. In 1970, this was changed to the now-familiar single "N", although a few "Nebraska" helmets remained as late as 1972. The change was necessitated due to a shortage of "U" stickers, and when the program claimed its first national championship, the single N remained. The helmet design has remained essentially unchanged since, except for a facemask switch from grey to red in 1982. Nebraska’s road uniforms of white shirts with red pants have been considered one of College Football’s most iconic looks for decades.

The “Blackshirts”

The term dates to the 1960s and was inspired by the black jerseys that Nebraska's first-string defenders began to wear during practice. Recent NCAA rule changes permitted two-platoon football teams {different players dedicated to offense and defense}, and head coach Bob Devaney ensured the two squads would be visually distinguishable during practice by having the offense and defense wear contrasting colors. Assistant coach Mike Corgan was tasked with obtaining the new jersey pullovers. The sporting goods store he visited reportedly gave him a good deal on black, because the color had not been selling well. The new jerseys were assigned to be worn by the defense. The black jerseys immediately helped the coaches quickly identify starting players. The unmarked jerseys were collected each day for laundering and then redistributed during the next practice. After a time, the black jerseys were only given to the defensive players who practiced and performed well. "There probably wasn't a day when we didn't make switches," said George Kelly, Nebraska's defensive line coach from 1960 to 1968. Long-time sports information director Don Bryant credits much of Blackshirt mystique to Kelly, who was often heard yelling and exhorting the Blackshirts during practices and scrimmages. Eventually, the rest of the coaches began calling the top defensive unit by the same name, and by the time Kelly retired and was succeeded by Monte Kiffin, the "Blackshirts" had become a widely recognized name for Nebraska's defensive starters. The choice of black to bring about the name "Blackshirts" was not intentional. Said Kelly in later years, "Honestly, it was an accident of availability".
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Mascots

Herbie Husker

Herbie Husker is the oldest current mascot of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln's sports teams. Herbie was created by Lubbock artist Dirk West and first appeared on the cover of the Huskers' media guide in 1974. Soon after, he became the university's official mascot. Historically, Herbie is dressed in denim overalls, a red cowboy hat emblazoned with a large N, and an ear of corn in his pocket. Before the 2003 college football season, Herbie's appearance was altered to include a red workshirt, blue jeans, and [image: Nebraska Cornhuskers Football Team mascot - Herbie Husker | Nebraska  cornhuskers football, Husker football, Nebraska football]workboots. This was done to update the overall appearance of the state's agricultural workers and public, but the new design has not been well-received. During halftime of the 2006 Capital One Bowl, Herbie was named National Mascot of the year for 2005. In January 2005, Herbie starred in his own children's book, Hello, Herbie Husker! published by Mascot Books.

Lil’ Red

[image: Nulilred.jpg]Lil' Red is one of two mascots representing University of Nebraska–Lincoln's athletic programs. Lil' Red was created in 1993, after a statewide contest was conducted to find a counterpart for Herbie Husker. Then-associate athletic director Barbara Hibner spearheaded the contest, hoping a second mascot would appeal to Nebraska's young fans. The mascot has since become a recognizable part of Nebraska athletics culture. Though Lil' Red's initial intention was mainly to represent the school's volleyball team, it can now be most prominently seen on the Memorial Stadium sideline at Nebraska football games, as well as Pinnacle Bank Arena during Nebraska basketball games. The mascot is manufactured by Omaha-based Signs & Shapes International, Inc. The operator of the costume wears a "PowerBelt," a belt with an attached air circulation system, which brings in over 100 cubic feet of outside air per minute, enough to accommodate roughly 1,000 people. Due to the outfit's incredibly light weight, the larger-than-life mascot can run, dance, shake hands, and crowd surf. Lil' Red won the national championship at the NCAA National Mascot Competition in 1999 and was inducted into the Mascot Hall of Fame in 2007, which selected its winners through an online vote.

Origin of the Cornhuskers

Charles Sumner "Cy" Sherman was an American journalist and is known as the "father of the Cornhuskers" after giving the Nebraska Cornhuskers football team the name "Cornhuskers" in 1899. During the 1890 through 1899 seasons, the Huskers had been called multiple names including Treeplanters, Rattlesnake Boys, Antelopes, Old Gold Knights and Bugeaters. The school was changing its school colors to scarlet and cream in 1892 and the Old Gold Knights no longer made sense. By 1892, the team's most used nickname was the Bugeaters, possibly named after the insect-devouring bull bats or possibly as a teasing reference to the only food an East Coast reporter believed was left for residents to eat after an 1870s drought. Sherman attended a Thanksgiving 1893 game between Nebraska and the University of Iowa and when he saw the team called the "Bug Eaters" in the papers after the game, he decided the team should have a better name. Sherman thought the name Bugeaters was unglamorous and was tired of referring to the Nebraska teams with that name. Sherman was writing for the Nebraska State Journal starting in about 1898, and in 1899 was the first to use the name Cornhuskers to refer to Nebraska. He did so frequently in his columns and University journalism professor Alvin Watkins Jr. made a push for its adoption on campus. It was a successful effort, and Cornhuskers would become the only used name for the team starting in 1900. The student yearbook changed its name to the “Cornhusker” in 1907. When the Nebraska legislature passed a bill naming Nebraska the Cornhusker State in 1946, Sherman received the pen used to sign the bill.
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Retired numbers and jerseys
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Nebraska has retired the number of three players and the jersey of 17.


	No.

	Player

	Pos.

	Career

	7

	Eric Crouch

	QB

	1998–2001


	15

	Tommie Frazier

	QB

	1992–95


	20

	Johnny Rodgers†

	WB

	1970–72


	30

	Mike Rozier

	IB

	1981–83


	34

	Trev Alberts

	LB

	1990–93


	50

	Dave Rimington

	C

	1979–82


	54

	Dominic Raiola

	C

	1998–2000


	60

	Tom Novak†

	C

	1946–49


	64

	Bob Brown†

	OT

	1961–63


	67

	Aaron Taylor

	G

	1994–97


	71

	Dean Steinkuhler

	G

	1980–83


	72

	Zach Wiegert

	OT

	1991–93


	75

	Larry Jacobson

	DT

	1969–71


	Will Shields

	G

	1989–92


	79

	Rich Glover

	MG

	1970–72


	93

	Ndamukong Suh

	DT

	2005–09


	98

	Grant Wistrom

	DE

	1994–97
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College Football Hall of Fame
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Nebraska has had 25 former coaches and players inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame.


	Name

	Pos.

	Years at Nebraska

	Inducted


	Dana X. Bible

	Coach

	1929–36

	1951


	Ed Weir

	T

	1923–25

	1951


	Fielding H. Yost

	Coach

	1898

	1951


	George Sauer

	FB

	1931–33

	1954


	Biff Jones

	Coach

	1937–41

	1954


	Eddie N. Robinson

	Coach

	1896–97

	1955


	Guy Chamberlin

	E

	1913–15

	1962


	Clarence Swanson

	E

	1918–20

	1973


	Sam Francis

	FB

	1934–36

	1977


	Bob Devaney

	Coach

	1962–72

	1981


	Bobby Reynolds

	HB

	1950–52

	1984


	Forrest Behm

	T

	1938–40

	1988


	Wayne Meylan

	MG

	1965–67

	1991


	Bob Brown

	OT

	1961–63

	1993


	Rich Glover

	MG

	1970–72

	1995


	Dave Rimington

	C

	1979–82

	1997


	Tom Osborne

	Coach

	1973–97

	1999


	Johnny Rodgers

	WB

	1970–72

	2000


	Mike Rozier

	IB

	1981–83

	2006


	Grant Wistrom

	DE

	1994–97

	2009


	Will Shields

	G

	1989–92

	2011


	Tommie Frazier

	QB

	1992–95

	2013


	Trev Alberts

	LB

	1990–93

	2015


	Aaron Taylor

	G

	1994–97

	2018


	Eric Crouch

	QB

	1998–2001

	2020
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National Awards
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	Heisman Trophy

	Lombardi Award


	Johnny Rodgers – 1972

	Rich Glover – 1971, 1972


	Mike Rozier – 1983

	Dave Rimington – 1982


	Eric Crouch – 2001

	Dean Steinkuhler – 1983


	Chuck Bednarik Award

	Grant Wistrom – 1997


	Ndamukong Suh – 2009

	Ndamukong Suh – 2009


	Dick Butkus Award

	Maxwell Award


	Trev Alberts – 1993

	Mike Rozier – 1983


	Walter Camp Award

	Tommie Frazier – 1995


	Johnny Rodgers – 1972

	Eric Crouch – 2001


	Mike Rozier – 1983

	Ndamukong Suh – 2009


	Eric Crouch – 2001

	Bronko Nagurski Trophy


	Davey O'Brien Award

	Ndamukong Suh – 2009


	Eric Crouch – 2001

	William V. Campbell Trophy


	
	Kyle Vanden Bosch – 2000





	Outland Trophy


	Larry Jacobson – 1971


	Rich Glover – 1972


	Dave Rimington – 1981, 1982


	Dean Steinkuhler – 1983


	Will Shields – 1992


	Zach Wiegert – 1994


	Aaron Taylor – 1997


	Ndamukong Suh – 2009


	Dave Rimington Trophy


	Dominic Raiola – 2000


	Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award


	Tommie Frazier – 1995


	AP Player of the Year


	Ndamukong Suh – 2009
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Nebraska Cornhusker All-Americans
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	Year

	Player

	Pos.

	
	Year

	Player

	Pos.


	1914

	Claire Jaunken

	T

	
	1972

	Rich Glover 

	MG


	1915

	Guy Chamberlin

	E

	
	
	Willie Harper 

	DE


	1924

	Ed Weir

	T

	
	
	Johnny Rodgers 

	WB


	1925

	Ed Weir 

	T

	
	
	Daryl White

	OT


	1926

	Lonnie Stiner

	T

	
	1973

	John Dutton

	DT


	1928

	Danny McMullen

	G

	
	1974

	Rik Bonness

	C


	1929

	Ray Richards

	T

	
	
	Marvin Crenshaw

	OT


	1930

	Hugh Rhea

	T

	
	
	David Humm

	QB


	1932

	Lawrence Ely

	C

	
	1975

	Rik Bonness 

	C


	1933

	George Sauer

	FB

	
	
	Bob Martin

	DE


	1936

	Sam Francis

	FB

	
	
	Wonder Monds

	DB


	1937

	Fred Shirey

	T

	
	1976

	Dave Butterfield

	DB


	
	Charley Brock

	C

	
	
	Vince Ferragamo

	QB


	1940

	Warren Alfson

	G

	
	
	Mike Fultz

	DT


	
	Forrest Behm

	T

	
	1977

	Tom Davis

	C


	1949

	Tom Novak

	C

	
	1978

	Kelvin Clark

	OT


	1950

	Bobby Reynolds

	HB

	
	
	George Andrews

	DE


	1952

	Jerry Minnick

	T

	
	1979

	Junior Miller

	TE


	1963

	Bob Brown

	OT

	
	1980

	Derrie Nelson

	DE


	1964

	Larry Kramer

	T

	
	
	Jarvis Redwine

	IB


	1965

	Freeman White

	E

	
	
	Randy Schleusener

	OG


	
	Walter Barnes

	T

	
	1981

	Dave Rimington

	C


	
	Tony Jeter

	E

	
	
	Jimmy Williams

	DE


	1966

	LaVerne Allers

	G

	
	1982

	Dave Rimington 

	C


	
	Larry Wachholtz

	DB

	
	
	Mike Rozier

	IB


	
	Wayne Meylan

	MG

	
	1983

	Irving Fryar

	WB


	1967

	Wayne Meylan 

	MG

	
	
	Mike Rozier 

	IB


	1968

	Joe Armstrong

	G

	
	
	Dean Steinkuhler

	OG


	1970

	Jerry Murtaugh

	LB

	
	1984

	Bret Clark

	DB


	
	Bob Newton

	T

	
	
	Harry Grimminger

	OG


	1971

	Jeff Kinney

	HB

	
	
	Mark Traynowicz

	C


	
	Larry Jacobson

	DT

	
	1985

	Bill Lewis

	C


	
	Jerry Tagge

	QB

	
	
	Jim Skow

	T


	
	Rich Glover

	MG

	
	1986

	Danny Noonan

	MG


	
	Willie Harper

	DE

	
	1987

	John McCormick

	OG


	
	Johnny Rodgers

	WB

	
	
	Neil Smith

	DT




Nebraska Cornhusker All-Americans


	Year

	Player

	Pos.

	
	Year

	Player

	Pos.


	1987

	Steve Taylor

	QB

	
	1997

	Jason Peter

	DT


	
	Broderick Thomas

	LB

	
	
	Aaron Taylor 

	OG


	1988

	Broderick Thomas 

	LB

	
	
	Grant Wistrom

	DE


	
	Jake Young

	C

	
	1999

	Mike Brown

	DB


	1989

	Doug Glaser

	OT

	
	
	Ralph Brown

	DB


	
	Jake Young 

	C

	
	2000

	Russ Hochstein

	OG


	1990

	Kenny Walker

	DT

	
	
	Carlos Polk

	LB


	1992

	Travis Hill

	LB

	
	
	Dominic Raiola

	C


	
	Will Shields

	OG

	
	2001

	Keyuo Craver

	DB


	1993

	Trev Alberts

	LB

	
	
	Eric Crouch

	QB


	1994

	Brenden Stai

	OG

	
	
	Toniu Fonoti

	OG


	
	Ed Stewart

	LB

	
	2002

	DeJuan Groce

	PR


	
	Zach Wiegert

	OT

	
	2003

	Josh Bullocks

	DB


	1995

	Tommie Frazier

	QB

	
	
	Kyle Larson

	P


	
	Aaron Graham

	C

	
	2009

	Ndamukong Suh

	DT


	
	Jared Tomich

	DE

	
	2010

	Prince Amukamara

	DB


	1996

	Aaron Taylor

	C

	
	
	Alex Henery

	K


	
	Grant Wistrom

	DE

	
	2011

	Lavonte David

	LB
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Bowl Games
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	12/31/2025

	NEBRASKA

	vs

	#15 UTAH

	22

	44

	L

	Las Vegas Bowl


	12/28/2024

	NEBRASKA {7-6}

	vs

	BOSTON COLLEGE {7-6}

	20

	15

	W

	Pinstripe Bowl


	12/30/2016

	#24 NEBRASKA {9-4}

	vs

	TENNESSEE {9-4}

	24

	38

	L

	Music City Bowl


	12/26/2015

	NEBRASKA {6-7}

	vs

	UCLA {8-5}

	37

	29

	W

	Foster Farms Bowl


	12/27/2014

	#24 NEBRASKA {9-4}

	vs

	#25 USC {9-4}

	42

	45

	L

	Holiday Bowl


	1/1/2014

	NEBRASKA {9-4}

	vs

	GEORGIA {8-5}

	24

	19

	W

	Gator Bowl


	1/1/2013

	#23 NEBRASKA {10-4}

	vs

	#6 GEORGIA {12-2}

	31

	45

	L

	Capital One Bowl


	1/2/2012

	#21 NEBRASKA {9-4}

	vs

	#10 SOUTH CAROLINA {11-2}

	13

	30

	L

	Capital One Bowl


	12/30/2010

	#18 NEBRASKA {10-4}

	vs

	WASHINGTON {7-6}

	7

	19

	L

	Holiday Bowl


	12/30/2009

	#20 NEBRASKA {10-4}

	vs

	#22 ARIZONA {8-5}

	33

	0

	W

	Holiday Bowl


	1/1/2009

	NEBRASKA {9-4}

	vs

	CLEMSON {7-6}

	26

	21

	W

	Gator Bowl


	1/1/2007

	#22 NEBRASKA {9-5}

	vs

	#10 AUBURN {11-2}

	14

	17

	L

	Cotton Bowl


	12/28/2005

	NEBRASKA {8-4}

	vs

	#20 MICHIGAN {7-5}

	32

	28

	W

	Alamo Bowl


	12/29/2003

	#22 NEBRASKA {10-3}

	vs

	MICHIGAN STATE {8-5}

	17

	3

	W

	Alamo Bowl


	12/27/2002

	NEBRASKA {7-7}

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI {7-6}

	23

	27

	L

	Independence Bowl


	1/3/2002

	#4 NEBRASKA {11-2}

	vs

	#1 MIAMI {11-1}

	14

	37

	L

	Rose Bowl


	12/30/2000

	#9 NEBRASKA {10-2}

	vs

	#18 NORTHWESTERN {8-4}

	66

	17

	W

	Alamo Bowl


	1/2/2000

	#3 NEBRASKA {12-1}

	vs

	#6 TENNESSEE {9-3}

	31

	21

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	12/30/1998

	#14 NEBRASKA {9-4}

	vs

	#5 ARIZONA {12-1}

	20

	23

	L

	Holiday Bowl


	1/2/1998

	#2 NEBRASKA {13-0}

	vs

	#3 TENNESSEE {11-2}

	42

	17

	W

	Orange Bowl


	12/31/1996

	#6 NEBRASKA {11-2}

	vs

	#10 VIRGINIA TECH {10-2}

	41

	21

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/2/1996

	#1NEBRASKA {12-0}

	vs

	#2 FLORIDA {12-1}

	62

	24

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	1/1/1995

	#1 NEBRASKA {13-0}

	vs

	#3 MIAMI {10-2}

	24

	17

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1994

	#2 NEBRASKA {11-1}

	vs

	#1 FLORIDA STATE {12-1}

	16

	18

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1993

	#11 NEBRASKA {9-3}

	vs

	#3 FLORIDA STATE {11-2}

	14

	27

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1992

	#11 NEBRASKA {9-2-1}

	vs

	#1 MIAMI {12-0}

	0

	22

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1991

	#19 NEBRASKA {9-3}

	vs

	#2 GEORGIA TECH {11-0-1}

	21

	45

	L

	Florida Citrus Bowl


	1/1/1990

	#6 NEBRASKA {10-2}

	vs

	#5 FLORIDA STATE {10-2}

	17

	41

	L

	Fiesta Bowl


	1/2/1989

	#6 NEBRASKA {11-2}

	vs

	#2 MIAMI {11-1}

	3

	23

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1988

	#5 NEBRASKA {10-2}

	vs

	#3 FLORIDA STATE {11-1}

	28

	31

	L

	Fiesta Bowl


	1/1/1987

	#6 NEBRASKA {10-2}

	vs

	#5 LSU {9-3}

	30

	15

	W

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/1986

	#7 NEBRASKA {9-3}

	vs

	#5 MICHIGAN {10-1-1}

	23

	27

	L

	Fiesta Bowl


	1/1/1985

	#4 NEBRASKA {10-2}

	vs

	#12 LSU {8-3-1}

	28

	10

	W

	Sugar Bowl


	1/2/1984

	#1 NEBRASKA {12-1}

	vs

	#1 MIAMI {11-1}

	30

	31

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1983

	#3NEBRASKA {12-1}

	vs

	#13 LSU {8-3-1}

	21

	20

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1982

	#4 NEBRASKA {9-3}

	vs

	#1 CLEMSON {12-0}

	15

	22

	L

	Orange Bowl


	12/27/1980

	#8 NEBRASKA {10-2}

	vs

	#17 MISSISSIPPI STATE {9-3}

	31

	17

	W

	Sun Bowl


	1/1/1980

	#7 NEBRASKA {10-2}

	vs

	#8 HOUSTON {11-1}

	14

	17

	L

	Cotton Bowl


	1/1/1979

	#6 NEBRASKA {9-3}

	vs

	#4 OKLAHOMA {11-1}

	24

	31

	L

	Orange Bowl


	12/19/1977

	#12 NEBRASKA {9-3}

	vs

	#14 NORTH CAROLINA {8-3-1}

	21

	17

	W

	Liberty Bowl


	12/31/1976

	#13 NEBRASKA {9-3-1}

	vs

	#9 TEXAS TECH {10-2}

	27

	24

	W

	Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl


	12/26/1975

	#6 NEBRASKA {10-2}

	vs

	#7 ARIZONA STATE {12-0}

	14

	17

	L

	Fiesta Bowl


	12/31/1974

	#8 NEBRASKA {9-3}

	vs

	#18 FLORIDA {8-4}

	13

	10

	W

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/1974

	#12 NEBRASKA {9-2-1}

	vs

	#8 TEXAS {8-3}

	19

	3

	W

	Cotton Bowl


	1/1/1973

	#9 NEBRASKA {9-2-1}

	vs

	#12 NOTRE DAME {8-3}

	40

	6

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1972

	#1 NEBRASKA {13-0}

	vs

	#2 ALABAMA {11-1}

	38

	6

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1971

	#1 NEBRASKA {11-0-1}

	vs

	#5 LSU {9-3}

	17

	12

	W

	Orange Bowl


	12/20/1969

	#14 NEBRASKA {9-2}

	vs

	GEORGIA {5-5-1}

	45

	6

	W

	Sun Bowl


	1/2/1967

	#6 NEBRASKA {9-2}

	vs

	#3 ALABAMA {11-0}

	7

	34

	L

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/1966

	#3 NEBRASKA {10-1}

	vs

	#4 ALABAMA {9-1-1}

	28

	39

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1965

	#6 NEBRASKA {9-2}

	vs

	#2 ARKANSAS {11-0}

	7

	10

	L

	Cotton Bowl


	1/1/1964

	#6 NEBRASKA {10-1}

	vs

	#5 AUBURN {9-2}

	13

	7

	W

	Orange Bowl


	12/15/1962

	NEBRASKA {9-2}

	vs

	MIAMI {7-4}

	36

	34

	W

	Gotham Bowl


	1/1/1955

	NEBRASKA {6-5}

	vs

	#14 DUKE {8-2-1}

	7

	34

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1941

	#7 NEBRASKA {8-2}

	vs

	#2 STANFORD {10-0}

	13

	21

	L

	Rose Bowl
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Nebraska Stadium {1909-1922}

It was the home field of the University of Nebraska Cornhuskers from 1909 through 1922. Nebraska Field was succeeded by the new Memorial Stadium in 1923, which was built in the same location. The local portion of North 10th Street was eventually renamed Stadium Drive in the years following the completion of Memorial Stadium. The present playing field at Memorial Stadium is conventionally aligned north-south, but Nebraska Field was oriented east-west. 

––––––––
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[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/32/NebraskaFieldLincolnNebraska1921_3.png/150px-NebraskaFieldLincolnNebraska1921_3.png]Nebraska Field's exact capacity is not recorded, but the largest recorded attendance was 16,000 in its final game, against Notre Dame on November 30, 1922. It was the first of only two losses for the legendary Four Horsemen of Notre Dame {the other was also in Lincoln in the following season}, Notre Dame was undefeated in 1924.

The final game at Nebraska Field in 1922 was also the last attended by Nebraska's longtime trainer Jack Best, who had served since the program's inception in 1890.

[image: 091507-USCNeb-MemorialStadium.jpg]Memorial Stadium {1923-Present} 

Memorial Stadium, nicknamed The Sea of Red, was built in 1923 at a cost of $450,000 with a capacity of 31,080 to replace Nebraska Field, where the Cornhuskers played home games from 1909 to 1922. The first game at the new stadium was a 24–0 Nebraska victory over Oklahoma on October 13, 1923. A series of expansions has brought the stadium's current capacity to 85,458, but attendance numbers regularly exceed 90,000. Nebraska has sold out an NCAA-record 375 consecutive games at Memorial Stadium, a streak that dates back to 1962. When full, Memorial Stadium famously holds more people than the population of Nebraska's third-largest city, Bellevue. The stadium was named Memorial Stadium to honor Nebraskans who served in the Civil and Spanish American Wars, and the 751 Nebraskans who died in World War I. Later, the stadium would also honor Nebraskans who died in World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. Each corner of the stadium bears an inscription from former Nebraska professor of philosophy Hartley Burr Alexander.

	Southeast: "In Commemoration of the men of Nebraska who served and fell in the Nation's Wars."

	Southwest: "Not the victory but the action; Not the goal but the game; In the deed the glory."

	Northwest: "Courage; Generosity; Fairness; Honor; In these are the true awards of manly sport."

	Northeast: "Their Lives they held their country's trust; They kept its faith; They died its heroes."


A statue of former head coach Tom Osborne and former quarterback Brook Berringer can be found at the main entrance of the Osborne Athletic Complex on the north side of the stadium. Berringer, a native Nebraskan and backup quarterback on Nebraska's 1994 and 1995 national championship-winning teams, died in a plane crash on April 18, 1996, just two days before the 1996 NFL Draft, where he was projected to be an early- to mid-round pick. In 2013, a statue of former head coach Bob Devaney was unveiled at the entrance of the newly renovated east stadium, just before Nebraska's season opener against Wyoming. Nebraska and Wyoming were the only two schools Devaney served as a head coach at the collegiate level at.
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Rivalries
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[image: See the source image]Nebraska-Oklahoma Rivalry 

Nebraska and Oklahoma have long been considered one of the great college football rivalries. The teams have met 86 times, dating back to 1912, a 13–9 Nebraska win. The Sooners lead the series 47–38–3 through the 2024 season. Since Nebraska's move to the Big Ten in 2011, the series has been dormant. Notably, the 2021 game in Norman marked the 50th anniversary of Nebraska's 35–31 victory over Oklahoma in the "Game of the Century". Nebraska dominated the series until 1942, going 16–3–3 in the first 22 meetings. The Sooners then won 16 consecutive games, the longest streak in the series. Nebraska's 1959 win both ended the Cornhuskers' drought against the Sooners and snapped Oklahoma's 74-game conference win streak. Nebraska won the "Game of the Century" in 1971, of which Dave Kindred of The Courier-Journal wrote, "They can quit playing now, they have played the perfect game." Oklahoma won every matchup from 1972 to 1977, a streak that ended in 1978, when Nebraska upset #1 Oklahoma; less than two months later, OU won a rematch in the Orange Bowl. Nebraska controlled the 1990s, including a 69–7 win in 1997, the largest margin of victory in series history. When the Big 12 was formed in 1996, the schools no longer played annually, ending a stretch of 68 consecutive years they had met. The teams met for the last time as conference opponents in the 2010 Big 12 Championship Game, when Oklahoma defeated Nebraska 23–20.

The two programs combined to win 74 of 89 Big Eight championships, 41 by Nebraska and 33 by Oklahoma. The teams played 18 times when both were ranked in the AP Poll top ten, and nine times when both were in the top five.

Colorado-Nebraska Rivalry

The rivalry between Nebraska and Colorado, one-sided for much of its history, gained traction with Colorado's resurgence in the 1990s. The teams have met 73 times, with the series dating back to 1898, a 23–10 Nebraska win. The Cornhuskers lead the series 50–21–2 through the 2024 season. The rivalry began when Colorado joined the Big Eight in 1947; they played in the same conference as Nebraska until 2010. A bison head named Mr. Chip was presented to the winning team throughout the 1950s, but this exchange ended when Colorado misplaced the trophy in 1961. 

[image: See the source image]Iowa-Nebraska Rivalry 

The Heroes Trophy has been awarded to the winner of the Iowa–Nebraska game {also known as "The Heroes Game"} since 2011. The teams have met 55 times, with the series dating back to 1891, a 22–0 Iowa win. The Cornhuskers lead the series 29–23–3 through the 2025 season. 

Page | 

Minnesota-Nebraska Rivalry

The teams have met 65 times, dating back to 1900, a 20–12 Minnesota win. The Golden Gophers lead the series 38–25–2 through the 2025 season. 

[image: See the source image]Missouri-Nebraska Rivalry 

The Victory Bell {also known as the Missouri–Nebraska Bell} has been awarded to the winner of the Missouri–Nebraska game since 1927. The teams have met 104 times, with the series dating back to 1892, a 1–0 Nebraska win when Missouri forfeited to protest the presence of African American George Flippin on Nebraska's roster. The Cornhuskers lead the series 65–36–3. Nebraska holds the Victory Bell after defeating the Tigers in 2010. Since Nebraska's move to the Big Ten in 2011, the series has been dormant. No future games are scheduled.
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Legendary Coaches
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[image: Bob Devaney (1915-1997) - Find A Grave Memorial]Bob Devaney 
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Devaney served as the head coach at the University of Wyoming from 1957 to 1961 and at the University of Nebraska from 1962 to 1972, compiling a career record of 136–30–7 {.806}. Devaney's Nebraska Cornhuskers won consecutive national championships in 1970 and 1971 and three consecutive Orange Bowls. Devaney also served as the athletic director at Nebraska from 1967 to 1993 and was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach in 1981. He died of a heart attack at age 82 in 1997 and is buried at Lincoln Memorial Park in Lincoln.

Devaney's first college head coaching job was at the University of Wyoming, where he went 35–10–5 {.750} in five seasons {1957–1961}. The Cowboys won the Sun Bowl in his second season and won or shared the Skyline Conference title in his final four seasons in Laramie. Devaney was released from his contract by the university's board of trustees in February 1962 and was hired at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln at an annual salary of $17,000.

Devaney was the fourth choice of Nebraska's athletic director, Tippy Dye. Utah's Ray Nagel and Utah State's John Ralston had turned down the job. Michigan State coach Duffy Daugherty also turned down Dye, but recommended Devaney, his former assistant, for the Cornhuskers. When Devaney balked at leaving Wyoming for Nebraska, it was Daugherty who convinced him to accept the position because he could potentially win a national title at Nebraska, a goal that Wyoming was very unlikely to obtain. Devaney joined Nebraska in 1962 and immediately reestablished the program as a force in the Big Eight Conference. Prior to Devaney's arrival, Nebraska football had fallen on hard times with seven consecutive losing seasons. The 1961 team under Bill Jennings went 3–6–1 overall and 2–5 in conference. After a winning tradition up until the early 1940s, Nebraska had only three winning seasons in the two decades preceding Devaney's arrival. 

Devaney engineered an immediate turnaround with a 9–2 record in 1962 that included a victory in the Gotham Bowl at Yankee Stadium over the Miami Hurricanes. It was the first of forty consecutive winning seasons for Nebraska. Devaney followed this up with an even better 10–1 season the next year, including a perfect 7–0 record in the Big Eight to claim the conference title and an Orange Bowl victory over Auburn. His success continued through 1966, with records of 9–2, 10–1, and 9–2, bringing his record at Nebraska to 47–8 {.855} in his first five seasons. This had so revived Nebraska football that Memorial Stadium was enlarged significantly by enclosing both ends. For the first time, Nebraska was on television once or twice a year and fans all over the state sat down to watch the Bob Devaney TV show each week, in which he used his folksy manner to review the tape of the game for all of the fans who hadn't seen it in person. 

Consecutive 6–4 seasons followed in 1967 and 1968; allegedly known as a drinker,] Devaney became subject to a whispering campaign about whether he had peaked. However, he had brought in an innovative offensive thinker as an assistant coach, Tom Osborne. Devaney and Osborne revamped the offensive scheme, an I formation with an unbalanced line, and upgraded the recruiting effort. Nebraska began the 1969 season at a 2–2 start and in its fifth game needed a last-minute comeback at home to beat a Kansas team that finished the season with only one win. But the Huskers kept winning and concluded the regular season at 8–2, then routed Georgia 45–6 in the Sun Bowl. This set the stage for the highlight of Devaney's coaching career.

[image: Devaney (Page 2) Record vs Teams Ranked at Game Time -  NEBRASKA/FOOTBALL/HISTORY]The 1970 Nebraska team returned most of the key offensive starters from the previous year, and added sophomore Johnny Rodgers, an explosive punt returner and wide receiver, who won the Heisman Trophy in 1972 as a senior. Nebraska tied USC in Los Angeles early in the season and was ranked #3 going into the Orange Bowl against LSU. A late touchdown by quarterback Jerry Tagge gave the Huskers a 17–12 victory to finish the season at 11–0–1. This secured a share of the national championship, after the other two undefeated teams in the nation, Texas, and Ohio State, lost their bowl games earlier in the day. The final AP Poll, conducted after the bowl games were played, picked Nebraska as champion, while the final UPI Poll, released in early December before the bowl games, had Texas first with Nebraska third. With most of its key players back and its defense vastly improved in 1971, Nebraska rolled through the first ten games. The top-ranked Huskers met unbeaten #2 Oklahoma in Norman on Thanksgiving Day in the Game of the Century, one of the most celebrated games in college football history. A late touchdown by tailback Jeff Kinney gave the Huskers a hard-fought 35–31 victory. When Nebraska crushed unbeaten Alabama 38–6 in the Orange Bowl to finish 13–0, the Cornhuskers were said by many to be the greatest team in college football history. In fact, the Huskers defeated the teams ranked second, third, and fourth in the final AP Poll: Oklahoma, Colorado, and Alabama. 

Devaney coached one more year in 1972 and expectations were high for a third straight national title. Although a disappointing loss to UCLA at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum opened the season, the Huskers finished with a 9–2–1 record. The loss to UCLA ended Nebraska's 32-game unbeaten streak, which dated back nearly three years to October 11, 1969, when they lost at Missouri. Although the Cornhuskers tied Iowa State and lost by three points to Oklahoma in Lincoln in November, the season ended with a 40–6 victory over Notre Dame in the Orange Bowl, the Huskers' third consecutive victory in that bowl game. Nebraska finished the 1972 season ranked #4 in the AP Poll. In addition, Johnny Rodgers was selected as the winner of the Heisman Trophy. The UPI Coaches' Poll, released before the bowls, had Nebraska at #9. Following the 1972 season, Devaney stepped down as head coach at age 57 and hired his protégé to succeed him, offensive coordinator Tom Osborne. Devaney's overall record at Nebraska was 101–20–2 {.829} in 11 seasons, with nine bowl appearances and two national championships. His teams won or shared eight Big Eight Conference titles. His record in his final three seasons was 32–2–2 {.919}, and his career college head coaching record at Wyoming and Nebraska was 136–30–7 {.806} in 16 seasons.
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Tom Osborne 

[image: ]


[image: Legendary Husker Coach Tom Osborne, I want that style to come back! |  Cornhuskers football, Nebraska cornhuskers football, Husker football]Osborne served as head football coach of the Nebraska Cornhuskers from 1973 to 1997. After being inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1999, Osborne was elected to Congress in 2000 from Nebraska's third district as a Republican. He served three terms {2001–2007}, returned to the University of Nebraska as athletic director in 2007, and retired in 2013. Osborne played college football as a quarterback and wide receiver at Hastings College, and soon after finishing his brief NFL career he was hired by Nebraska head coach Bob Devaney as an assistant. Osborne was named Devaney's successor in 1973, and over the next 25 years established himself as one of the best coaches in college football history with his trademark I-form offense and revolutionary strength, conditioning, and nutrition programs. He retired with a career record of 255–49–3 {.836}, 13 conference titles, and three national championships. He coached 53 All-Americans, including 1983 Heisman Trophy winner Mike Rozier. Osborne's 1995 national championship team is considered by many to be the best in college football history.

In 1962, Osborne joined Nebraska's coaching staff as an unpaid assistant to Head Coach Bob Devaney; his only compensation was the ability to dine at the athletic training table. After disappointing 6–4 seasons in both 1967 and 1968, Devaney named Osborne offensive coordinator for the 1969 season. Osborne immediately overhauled the offense, switching to a balanced attack operated from the I formation. The revamped offense sparked the 1970 Cornhuskers to the first national title in program history. Nebraska defeated LSU 17–12 in the Orange Bowl on New Year's night and finished first in the post-bowl AP Poll. Nebraska won the national title again in 1971, becoming the first champion ever to defeat the next three teams in the final AP Poll {Oklahoma, Colorado, and Alabama}. Devaney stepped down as head coach after the 1972 season to concentrate on his duties as athletic director and named Osborne his successor. Devaney's final game was a convincing win over Notre Dame in the Orange Bowl, Nebraska's third straight Orange Bowl victory. At age 35, Osborne took over as Nebraska's head coach, a position he would hold for 25 years until his retirement following the 1997 season.

[image: Tom Osborne declines comment on Nebraska hiring Scott Frost; former coach,  A.D. says anything 'should come from Bill Moos' | Football | omaha.com]In his quarter-century as head coach, Osborne was a model of consistency. His teams never won fewer than nine games in a season, only finished worse than third in conference or division play once, finished in the top 15 of the final AP poll 24 out of 25 years, and were ranked in the top 25 for 304 out of his 307 games as head coach. Osborne's teams won outright national championships in 1994 and 1995, and a share of another in 1997. Osborne's Huskers also won or shared 13 conference championships {12 Big Eight, one Big 12}. His 255–49–3 record gave him the best winning percentage {83.6%} among active coaches at the time of his retirement and the fifth-best of all time, and he won 250 games faster than any coach in Division I-A history. Osborne finished his coaching career with a bowl record of 12–13. Osborne's teams were known for their powerful rushing attack and strong defense {also known as the Blackshirts—a reference to the black jerseys worn in practice by Nebraska's defensive starters}. Using Osborne's trademark, I-form option, Nebraska led the nation in rushing several times in the 1980s and 1990s, due to the efforts of men like Jarvis Redwine, Heisman Trophy winner Mike Rozier, Calvin Jones, Ahman Green, and Lawrence Phillips. Osborne's offenses were initially balanced attacks, but after struggling against Oklahoma's wishbone option in the 1970s, he switched to a run-based option to better utilize the versatility of dual-threat quarterbacks such as Jeff Quinn, Turner Gill, Tommie Frazier, and Scott Frost.

One of the enduring moments of Osborne's tenure was the 1984 Orange Bowl. Nebraska entered the game 12–0 and had been ranked #1 the entire season. The Cornhuskers scored a late touchdown against #5 Miami to cut the Hurricanes' lead to 31–30, but rather than kick the extra point to tie {which would have won the national title for Nebraska}, Osborne opted to attempt the two-point conversion and go for the win. However, Gill's pass attempt was tipped away in the end zone, giving hometown Miami the victory and their first national championship. Nebraska lost another heartbreaking title game in the 1994 Orange Bowl. Despite going into the game as a 17-point underdog, the Cornhuskers held a 16–15 lead over Florida State with less than two minutes remaining. After Florida State drove to retake the lead 18–16, Nebraska hit a quick downfield pass to get one last field goal attempt as time ran out, which sailed wide. The next year, Osborne finally earned his first title as head coach, defeating Miami in the Orange Bowl. The Huskers trailed 10–0 after one quarter but rallied to win 24–17. The next year, the Cornhuskers roared through the regular season, winning every game by at least 14 points, and shattering offensive records. Nebraska hammered Florida 62–24 in the 1996 Fiesta Bowl to earn Osborne his second national championship. Many pundits consider Nebraska's 1995 team the best college football team of all time. 

Osborne announced his retirement late in the 1997 season, selecting longtime I-backs coach Frank Solich to succeed him. In his final game, Nebraska won the national championship with a 42–17 victory over Tennessee. In his final five seasons, Osborne's record was a staggering 60–3, which remains the strongest finale to any Division I coaching career.
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It was the Cornhuskers' first season. The team was unofficially coached by Langdon Frothingham, though his actual role is unclear. Nebraska played no home games. Frothingham suffered a broken leg while participating in a practice scrimmage prior to Nebraska's game against Doane. After spending just one year teaching in Nebraska, he was hired at the Veterinary College of Dresden, and later at Yale's Sheffield Scientific School, before returning to Boston to teach at Harvard from 1901 until his retirement in 1928. Having won both games against the only other viable Nebraska-based teams, the Old Gold Knights claimed what amounted to a state championship.

Home games were played at Lincoln Park


	11/27/1890

	Nebraska

	@

	Omaha YMCA

	10

	0

	W


	2/14/1891

	Nebraska

	@

	Doane  

	18

	0

	W


	Coach: Langdon Frothingham

	
	
	Season Record >>

	28

	0

	2-0




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Omaha YMCA

Approximately 500 students from the Lincoln campus were in attendance, a significant contingent given the transportation options available for a 55-mile journey. Early American football games were divided into two halves instead of four quarters, with four-point touchdowns and two-point "field kicks" after touchdowns. Omaha started the game with possession and drove 40 yards before fumbling to Nebraska. Nebraska failed to capitalize, coming as close as one yard from the end zone before a penalty meant the drive resulted in no points. Omaha's subsequent possession ended early when an attempt to kick the ball out of the end zone failed and the kicker was tackled for a safety by Charles Chandler and James Porterfield, marking Nebraska's first-ever points scored and putting them ahead 2–0. After several possession changes, Nebraska came close enough to try for a field goal. However, the play was executed as a drop-kick, and although it went through the uprights it was ruled as a punt by officials, and no points were awarded. Nebraska soon after forced an Omaha fumble in their end zone, but Omaha recovered it to prevent the touchdown, instead suffering another safety which brought the scoreboard to 4–0 Nebraska. After a third safety early in the second half, Nebraska led 6–0. The teams traded several more scoreless possession until Nebraska's Albert Troyer broke through the line and scored a touchdown to put Nebraska up 10–0, and time expired soon afterward.

Doane

Nebraska's started the game with a 50 yard pass to Ebenezer Mockett, and a subsequent 25 yard touchdown run by Oliver. The field kick was good, and Nebraska was ahead 6–0. Later in the half, Oliver scored another touchdown, but the field kick failed, and Nebraska led 10–0. Just before halftime, Ebenezer Mockett rushed for another touchdown to put Nebraska up 14–0. Both teams struggled in the second half, resulting in numerous kicks and fumbles as the teams traded possessions. Eventually, Doane's kicker dropped the ball in the endzone, and it was recovered by James Porterfield for another Nebraska touchdown. Again, the field kick failed, and the score remained 18–0 until time expired.
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The team had no head coach, but Theron Lyman led Nebraska in preparation for its game against Iowa. The team played its single home game at Lincoln Park, in Lincoln, Nebraska. Nebraska fielded its second football team in 1891. Although the university did not provide an official head coach, Iowa College coach Theron Lyman assisted Nebraska in preparation for its November 26 game against Iowa, to increase the competitiveness of Nebraska's young program against the veteran Hawkeyes. However, Lyman likely did not even attend his single game as "head coach". Nebraska's second victory over Doane gave the program a second straight unofficial Nebraska state championship. This was the final year Nebraska was known as the Old Gold Knights. They would later be referred to as the "Tree Planters", "Nebraskans", "The Rattlesnake Boys", "Red Stockings", and "Antelopes", but "Bugeaters" became the university's official nickname in 1892.

Home games were played at Lincoln Park


	10/31/1891

	Nebraska

	vs

	DOANE 

	28

	4

	W


	11/14/1891

	Nebraska

	@

	Doane  

	12

	14

	L


	11/26/1891

	Nebraska

	vs

	IOWA

	0

	22

	L


	12/5/1891

	Nebraska

	@

	Doane  

	32

	0

	W


	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	72

	40

	2-2




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

DOANE

Although Doane scored the first points of the game {the first ever scored against Nebraska}, Nebraska posted 16 unanswered points before halftime. The game was reportedly very physical, with several players suffering serious injuries, to the point that the Doane squad considered calling off the rest of the game, though they eventually agreed to a shortened 15-minute second half. Nebraska scored 12 more points to win 28-4.

Doane

Nebraska, hoping for more playing time before facing the established Iowa Hawkeyes, scheduled a rematch with Doane. Team captain Ebenezer Mockett withdrew from the university prior to the game, leaving the Old Gold Knights without a head coach or captain. Doane reportedly prepared at length for the game, while several Nebraska players remained out with injuries. Nebraska scored the first points off an early Doane fumble to go ahead 6-0. Doane pulled ahead 10-6 at the beginning of the second half, Nebraska's first-ever deficit. Although the Old Gold Knights responded with six points to regain the lead, Doane responded to hand Nebraska the first loss in program history.

IOWA

Although Nebraska was supported by temporary head coach Theron Lyman, the Old Gold Knights' lack of experience and substandard equipment made Nebraska heavy underdogs against the Hawkeyes. Despite having played just one more season than Nebraska, Iowa used playing styles and strategies Nebraska had never seen before, such as pre play signal calling by the quarterback. Despite a strong defensive effort by Nebraska, Iowa pulled away in the second half to win 22–0, Nebraska's first shutout loss.

Doane

After splitting two games, Nebraska and Doane arranged a tie-breaking third game to serve as an unofficial state championship game. Despite losing a physical game to Iowa just one week prior, visiting Nebraska opened the first half with 22 unanswered points. Nebraska halfbacks George Flippin, the first African American to play football for Nebraska, and James Johnston each scored three touchdowns. Nebraska added ten points in the second half on the way to a 32–0 victory and the unofficial Nebraska state championship for the second consecutive year.
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[image: George Flippin first black player at NU | Huskers | columbustelegram.com]1892 Nebraska Bugeaters 
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The team had no head coach, though Omaha lawyer J. S. Williams led the team for one game. They competed as members of the Western Interstate University Football Association. This was Nebraska's first season as a member of an athletic conference, joining Iowa, Kansas, and Missouri in the newly formed WIUFA. Nebraska played without a permanent head coach for the third straight season, upsetting many program supporters. The university's newspaper opined "We are thoroughly disgusted with the cheap-John plan of amateur coaches". By the beginning of the 1893 season, Nebraska hired its first paid football coach.

Home games were played at Lincoln Park


	10/24/1892

	Nebraska

	vs

	ILLINOIS

	6

	0

	W


	10/29/1892

	Nebraska

	@

	Denver AC

	4

	18

	L


	11/5/1892

	Nebraska

	vs

	MISSOURI

	1

	0

	W


	11/12/1892

	Nebraska

	vs

	KANSAS

	0

	12

	L


	11/24/1892

	Nebraska

	vs

	IOWA

	10

	10

	T


	Coach: NO COACH

	
	
	Season Record >>

	20

	48

	2-2-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

ILLINOIS

George Flippin {Pictured above}, Nebraska's first black player and only the fifth black athlete at a predominantly white college, recovered a late fumble and later scored the game's only points to give the Bugeaters a 6–0 win. Historical sources disagree on who coached Nebraska in this game. Some suggest J. S. Williams coached this game and quit after, while others show a different coach recorded only as "Mr. Baldwin" was expected to coach against Illinois but ultimately did not, and therefore Williams arrived sometime after this game. This was the first game in which Nebraska appeared in scarlet and cream, which would later become the university's official colors.

Denver AC

Although Nebraska faced an out-of-state team for the first time in 1891, this was Nebraska's first game played outside the state of Nebraska. The Bugeaters were badly outmatched by the professional-grade Denver Athletic Club, managing only a late touchdown to avoid a shutout loss.

MISSOURI

This was set to be Nebraska's first-ever conference game, but the University of Missouri squad refused to play due to the presence of African American George Flippin on Nebraska's roster. The game was ruled a forfeit and the score officially recorded as 1–0. Afterward, the WIUFA established a rule preventing member teams from refusing to play scheduled matches.

KANSAS

The Bugeaters escaped early Jayhawks scoring opportunities but were unable to do anything on offense as Kansas eventually wore Nebraska down to claim the first WIUFA football title. This was the first of what would become the longest continuous annual series between any two college football teams, as Kansas and Nebraska would meet every year from 1891 through 2010. The annual series ended in 2011 when Nebraska joined the Big Ten Conference.

IOWA

Halfback George Flippin opened the game with a 40 yard run around the right end, which was followed by a Bugeater touchdown. Iowa responded with two touchdowns before halftime to pull ahead 10–4. Flippin scored to open the second half, and a successful extra kick tied the game at 10, when it was called on account of darkness, becoming the first tie in Nebraska history.
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1893 Nebraska Bugeaters
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The team was coached by first-year head coach Frank Crawford. Prior to the 1893 season, Nebraska hired an official head coach for the first time in program history. Frank Crawford, also the first head coach of Michigan's football program, was compensated with a $500 stipend plus tuition to the university. Nebraska also began charging a 25-cent admission fee to attend games played at Lincoln Park.

Home games were played at Lincoln Park


	10/21/1893

	Nebraska

	vs

	DOANE 

	28

	0

	W


	10/28/1893

	Nebraska

	vs

	BAKER

	10

	10

	T


	11/4/1893

	Nebraska

	@

	Denver AC

	1

	0

	W


	11/11/1893

	Nebraska

	@

	Missouri 

	18

	30

	L


	11/18/1893

	Nebraska

	vs

	KANSAS

	0

	18

	L


	11/30/1893

	Nebraska

	vs

	IOWA

	20

	18

	W


	Coach: Frank Crawford

	
	
	Season Record >>

	76

	48

	3-2-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

DOANE

Nebraska dominated the game, shutting out Doane, including a goal-line stand from the two yard line that was followed by a lengthy Nebraska touchdown drive. Doane, down by 28 late in the second half, ultimately forfeited the rest of the game. Nebraska's first mascot, a white bull terrier painted red on one side, made its first appearance at this game.

BAKER

According to the custom of the time, each team selected one of the two members of the officiating crew, and Baker's selection was a member of their own team. Baker's official reportedly made several calls or non-calls that prompted anger from the Bugeaters, who quickly fell behind 6–0. Ten unanswered points gave Nebraska a 10–6 lead until a late Baker touchdown tied the game, and the game ended 10–10. This was the only game ever played between Baker and Nebraska.

Denver AC

Nebraska's rematch with the Denver Athletic Club was a highly physical game, with reports of slugging, kicking, and at least one player temporarily knocked unconscious. Animosity ran high, reportedly nearing a riot by halftime. There were still ten minutes left to play in the second half of a tied game when the Denver AC squad was called for a slugging foul, turning the ball over to the Bugeaters. The Denver AC team walked off the field and, after an extended debate, refused to finish the game. This resulted in a forfeit, and the official score was recorded as a 1–0 Nebraska win.

Missouri

Before Nebraska's first conference game of the season, the team was delayed arriving in Kansas City until very early on the morning of the game. Missouri took advantage of the weary Bugeaters, outscoring Nebraska 18–6 in the second half to win the game 30–18. University of Missouri records list the final score as an 18–12 Missouri victory.

KANSAS

The Jayhawks scored all 18 of the game's points, including a bizarre play in which a Kansas punt was fumbled by Nebraska and recovered by Kansas, whose players subsequently fumbled and recovered the ball twice before running it in for a touchdown.

IOWA

Iowa met Nebraska to close out league play in blizzard conditions. The game was punctuated by the appearance of Bugeater head coach Frank Crawford in the lineup, playing off the right half and kicking field goals {this practice was not uncommon at the time}. Nebraska held on for a 20–18 win, resulting in a third place WIUFA finish between Nebraska and Iowa.
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[image: 1894 Nebraska Cornhuskers football team.jpg]1894 Nebraska Bugeaters {WIUFA Co-Champions}
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The team was coached by second-year head coach Frank Crawford. They competed as members of the Western Interstate University Football Association. For the first time in program history, Nebraska started the season with a returning head coach. Crawford left after the season to become the head football coach at Texas. Nebraska played a pre-season exhibition game against Lincoln High.


	WIUFA Co-Champions




Home games were played at Lincoln Park


	10/20/1894

	Nebraska

	vs

	GRINNELL 

	22

	0

	W


	10/27/1894

	Nebraska

	vs

	DOANE 

	0

	12

	L


	11/3/1894

	Nebraska

	vs

	Missouri 

	14

	18

	L


	11/10/1894

	Nebraska

	@

	Omaha YMCA

	36

	6

	W


	11/17/1894

	Nebraska

	@

	Kansas  

	12

	6

	W


	11/19/1894

	Nebraska

	@

	Ottawa

	6

	0

	W


	11/29/1894

	Nebraska

	vs

	IOWA

	36

	0

	W


	12/25/1894

	Nebraska

	@

	Omaha YMCA

	10

	6

	W


	Coach: Frank Crawford

	
	
	Season Record >>

	136

	48

	6-2




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

GRINNELL

Grinnell had won four of the previous five Iowa state championships prior to their first game against Nebraska. A hard-fought first half ended scoreless, but the underdog Bugeaters used three second-half touchdowns by George Flippin to pull away.

Omaha YMCA

Nebraska's first-ever football game was a tightly contested game against the Omaha YMCA, but by 1894 the Bugeaters outmatched the YMCA's team of high school students and other Omaha residents. Nebraska led 30–0 lead at halftime and won the game 36–6.

Kansas

An officiating dispute delayed kickoff, but once underway Kansas took an early 6–0 lead. The Bugeaters pulled ahead 8–6 by halftime and kept the Jayhawks off the scoreboard in the second half to win for the first time against Kansas.

Ottawa

Though the game was planned just one week ahead of time, efforts were made to publicize the match, drawing over 400 locals from the area to watch. Nebraska padded its roster in preparation, adding head coach Frank Crawford as a quarterback and another {unnamed} football coach as a fullback. Nebraska's first half touchdown was the only scoring of the day. This was the only game ever played between Nebraska and Ottawa.

IOWA

Nebraska's final conference game was a trip to Omaha to meet Iowa. Nebraska, led by future Utah governor and United States Secretary of War George Dern, dominated the game on the way to a 36–0 win. The win gave Nebraska a share of its first conference championship. University of Iowa records suggest the final score of this game was a 14–12 Nebraska victory.

Omaha YMCA

After a dominating Nebraska victory just weeks prior, the Omaha YMCA nearly upset the Bugeaters in a Christmas Day rematch. The YMCA led 6–0 at halftime but Nebraska answered with 10 points in the second half to win.
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1895 Nebraska Bugeaters {WIUFA Co-Champions}
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The team was coached by first-year head coach Charles Thomas and played their one home game at the "M" Street Park in Lincoln, Nebraska. They competed as members of the Western Interstate University Football Association. Thomas spent two years as an assistant before being promoted to head coach following the departure of Frank Crawford at the conclusion of the 1894 season. After the season, Nebraska's second consecutive WIUFA conference championship, Thomas left to become the head coach at Arkansas.


	WIUFA Co-Champions




Home games were played at Lincoln Park and M Street Park


	10/12/1895

	Nebraska

	@

	Sioux City AC

	38

	0

	W


	10/18/1895

	Nebraska

	@

	Butte 

	6

	16

	L


	10/19/1895

	Nebraska

	@

	Denver AC  

	12

	4

	W


	10/26/1895

	Nebraska

	@

	Omaha U Club

	36

	0

	W


	11/2/1895

	Nebraska

	vs

	MISSOURI

	12

	10

	W


	11/16/1895

	Nebraska

	vs

	KANSAS

	4

	8

	L


	11/19/1895

	Nebraska

	@

	Doane  

	24

	0

	W


	11/22/1895

	Nebraska

	@

	Grinnell  

	0

	24

	L


	11/28/1895

	Nebraska

	vs

	IOWA

	6

	0

	W


	Coach: Charles Thomas

	
	
	Season Record >>

	138

	62

	6-3




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Sioux City AC

Nebraska's trip to Sioux City was the longest road trip in the program's young history, a record surpassed several times later in the season. Nebraska dominated the game, shutting out Sioux City and setting new program records for points scored and margin of victory.

Butte

Nebraska again undertook its longest-ever road trip, traveling over 1,000 miles to Butte, Montana to face the Butte Athletic Club. Butte's ball control-heavy game plan meant Nebraska had only one possession in the game's first twenty minutes, and Butte led 12–0 by the half. A late Nebraska touchdown was not enough to overcome the early deficit. 

Denver AC

The third game between Nebraska and the Denver AC was considerably less emotional than the 1893 matchup, which resulted in Denver choosing to forfeit the contest during the second half. The Bugeaters used a strong run game to control the game and win 12–4. 

Omaha U club

Nebraska's first game against the University of Nebraska–Omaha was a resounding Bugeaters victory. Nebraska led by 12 at halftime and scored 24 more unanswered points to win 36–0. This was the only game ever played between Nebraska and Omaha.

MISSOURI

Nebraska and Missouri met in Omaha to open the 1895 WIUFA season. The Bugeaters trailed 10–6 at halftime but scored the second half's only touchdown to win 12–10. University of Missouri records suggest the final score of this game was a 12–0 Nebraska victory.

KANSAS

Nebraska failed to take advantage of several first-half scoring opportunities, and the game reached halftime tied at zero. Both teams scored a touchdown and missed the following field kick, tying the game at four. Near the end of the game, Nebraska's players reportedly became confused about the amount of time remaining and eased back on their defensive effort, allowing Kansas to score the game-winning touchdown.

Doane

Nebraska traveled to Crete to meet Doane for the seventh time, dominating the game on the way to a 24–0 victory. Wins over Doane and Omaha allowed the Bugeaters to claim a third unofficial Nebraska state championship.

Grinnell

A year after a 22–0 Nebraska win over Grinnell, the Pioneers returned the favor, shutting out the favored Bugeaters 24–0.

IOWA

By 1895, the Nebraska-Iowa contest was being held annually on Thanksgiving Day. The 1895 iteration was a defensive struggle, remaining scoreless until a second-half Nebraska touchdown and subsequent field kick gave the Bugeaters a 6–0 win. The Bugeaters victory, combined with Missouri's defeat of Kansas, resulted in a three-way tie for the WIUFA championship. The tie-breaking system of the time awarded the conference pennant to the team that had allowed the fewest points on the season; this method of selection left Nebraska in third place, but the university later claimed the conference title.
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