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Who Was Apollos?

Apollos is one of the lesser-known but highly significant figures in the New Testament. Though only briefly mentioned in Acts and Paul’s letters, the details provided about him reveal a man of exceptional capability, learning, and influence. This chapter examines the factual information about Apollos’ identity, background, and early ministry as described in the Bible.

Apollos’ Introduction in Scripture

Apollos first appears in Acts 18:24-28, where Luke introduces him as "a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria." This succinct description is rich with implications. From the outset, we learn three critical details about him:

	His Jewish Heritage: Apollos was a devout Jew, firmly rooted in the traditions and Scriptures of his people. This positioned him within the broader narrative of God’s covenant with Israel and the fulfilment of that covenant in Christ.

	His Origin in Alexandria: His birthplace, Alexandria, situates him in a city renowned for its intellectual, cultural, and religious significance.

	His Characteristics: Apollos is described as "eloquent" and "mighty in the Scriptures," indicating a man of great skill in communication and a deep knowledge of God’s Word.







The Significance of Alexandria

Alexandria, located in Egypt, was one of the most important cities of the ancient Mediterranean world. Founded by Alexander the Great in 331 BC, it quickly became a hub of learning and culture. By the time of Apollos, Alexandria was home to the famous Library of Alexandria, which sought to collect and preserve all human knowledge. The city was also a centre of philosophical thought, attracting scholars and thinkers from across the Roman Empire.

For Jews living in Alexandria, this cultural richness was combined with religious devotion. The city was home to a large and influential Jewish community, including the translators of the Septuagint, the Greek version of the Hebrew Scriptures. This translation played a crucial role in making the Scriptures accessible to Greek-speaking Jews and Gentiles alike. Apollos, as a native of Alexandria, would have been shaped by this intellectual and spiritual environment.

Apollos’ Education and Eloquence

Acts 18:24 notes that Apollos was "eloquent." This term implies more than a natural talent for public speaking; it suggests formal training in rhetoric, a skill highly prized in the Greco-Roman world. Rhetoric involved the art of persuasion, the ability to construct compelling arguments, and the capacity to engage diverse audiences.

Apollos’ eloquence, combined with his "mighty" understanding of the Scriptures, made him a formidable teacher. His knowledge of the Scriptures indicates a deep familiarity with the Hebrew Bible, likely through the lens of the Septuagint. This would have enabled him to engage both Jewish and Gentile audiences with clarity and authority.

Apollos’ Knowledge of the Way of the Lord

Acts 18:25 provides further insight into Apollos’ spiritual understanding. He had been "instructed in the way of the Lord" and "spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John." This statement reveals both his strengths and his limitations.


•  Strengths: Apollos understood that Jesus was the promised Messiah and accurately taught others about Him. His teaching was based on the Hebrew Scriptures and aligned with John the Baptist’s call to repentance.

•  Limitations: His knowledge was incomplete. He was familiar with John’s baptism, which symbolized repentance and preparation for the Messiah, but he had not yet fully grasped the significance of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.




Apollos’ Encounter with Priscilla and Aquila

In Ephesus, Apollos encountered Priscilla and Aquila, a married couple who were prominent co-workers of Paul. Recognizing his potential, they took him aside and "explained to him the way of God more accurately" (Acts 18:26). This private correction was pivotal in Apollos’ ministry.

Priscilla and Aquila’s role in Apollos’ growth highlights several key points:


•  Humility: Apollos, despite his education and eloquence, was willing to learn from others. His willingness to accept instruction reflects a teachable spirit.

•  Mentorship: Priscilla and Aquila exemplify the importance of discipleship in the Church. They did not criticize Apollos publicly but instead invested in him privately, helping him become a more effective minister.




Apollos in Achaia

Following his time in Ephesus, Apollos travelled to Achaia, where he played a significant role in strengthening the believers there. Acts 18:27-28 describes how he "greatly helped those who had believed through grace" and "powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ."

In Achaia, Apollos’ eloquence and scriptural knowledge were particularly valuable. He engaged in public debates with Jewish leaders, using the Scriptures to demonstrate that Jesus fulfilled the Messianic prophecies. His ministry not only strengthened the faith of existing believers but also likely contributed to the spread of the gospel in the region.

Lessons from Apollos’ Early Ministry

Apollos’ story offers several important lessons for believers today:

	The Value of Education: Apollos’ background in Alexandria equipped him with the tools to engage a diverse audience. His story underscores the importance of preparation, both intellectual and spiritual, in serving God effectively.

	The Power of Humility: Despite his gifts and accomplishments, Apollos was willing to learn from others. His humility allowed him to grow and become more effective in his ministry.

	The Role of Community: Apollos’ encounter with Priscilla and Aquila highlights the collaborative nature of ministry. The Church is strongest when believers invest in one another’s growth.

	The Importance of Starting Where You Are: Though Apollos’ understanding was initially incomplete, he faithfully proclaimed what he knew. His boldness in sharing his faith laid the foundation for even greater effectiveness as he matured.
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Apollos and the Early Church

Apollos’ role in the early Church is highlighted through his interactions with key figures and communities in the New Testament. While not as prominent as Paul or Peter, Apollos left a significant mark on the Christian movement. This chapter explores Apollos’ impact on the early Church, focusing on his ministry in Corinth, his connection to Paul, and his influence on the believers he served.

Apollos in Corinth

Apollos’ ministry in Corinth is one of the most discussed aspects of his work in the New Testament. After receiving further instruction from Priscilla and Aquila, he travelled to Corinth in Achaia, as described in Acts 18:27-28. Corinth was a major city in the Roman Empire, known for its wealth, diversity, and immorality. For the early Church, it was both an opportunity and a challenge to minister in such a city.

In Corinth, Apollos became an influential teacher and preacher. His ability to articulate the gospel and demonstrate Jesus as the fulfilment of the Scriptures greatly encouraged the believers there. His ministry complemented the groundwork laid by Paul, who had established the church in Corinth. Apollos’ contributions helped solidify the faith of the Corinthian Christians and likely attracted new converts.

The Division Among the Corinthians

Despite Apollos’ positive impact, his ministry inadvertently became a source of division in the Corinthian church. In 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, Paul addresses the issue:

“I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgement. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarrelling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each one of you says, ‘I follow Paul,’ or ‘I follow Apollos,’ or ‘I follow Cephas,’ or ‘I follow Christ.’ Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptised in the name of Paul?”

Here, Paul identifies a faction within the church that identified with Apollos. This division was not due to Apollos himself but to the believers’ misunderstanding of Christian leadership. They began to elevate certain leaders above others, creating rivalries within the community.

Paul’s rebuke makes it clear that the focus should remain on Christ, not on individual leaders. While Apollos was a gifted teacher, his role was to point people to Jesus, not to himself. This incident serves as a reminder of the dangers of misplaced loyalty and the importance of unity in the Church.

Paul’s Relationship with Apollos

Paul’s letters reveal a respectful and collaborative relationship with Apollos. In 1 Corinthians 3:5-9, Paul writes:

“What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labour. For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.”

Paul acknowledges the complementary nature of their ministries. He describes himself as the one who "planted" the church in Corinth and Apollos as the one who "watered" it, nurturing the growth of the believers. Both roles were essential, but the ultimate credit for the growth of the Church belongs to God.

This passage also highlights Paul’s humility and his refusal to compete with Apollos. Their relationship reflects the cooperative spirit that characterized much of the early Church’s leadership. Each leader had unique gifts and responsibilities, but they worked together for the same purpose: to advance the gospel.

Apollos’ Departure from Corinth

After his time in Corinth, Apollos likely moved on to minister in other regions. While the Bible does not provide a detailed account of his later activities, Titus 3:13 offers a glimpse of his ongoing ministry. In this letter, Paul instructs Titus to "do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing." This brief mention suggests that Apollos continued to be an active and respected leader in the early Church.

Apollos’ Influence on the Church

Apollos’ ministry left a lasting impression on the early Church. His eloquence and scriptural knowledge made him a valuable teacher, while his humility and willingness to learn exemplified the qualities of a true servant of Christ. Though



	The Danger of Division: The factions in Corinth highlight the tendency of believers to elevate leaders over Christ. Apollos’ story serves as a reminder to focus on unity and keep Christ at the centre.

	The Value of Complementary Gifts: Paul and Apollos had different roles but worked toward the same goal. Their relationship demonstrates the importance of recognizing and appreciating the unique contributions of others in ministry.

	The Necessity of Humility: Apollos’ willingness to move on and serve in new areas reflects his commitment to God’s mission rather than personal recognition. His story challenges us to prioritize the gospel over individual ambition.
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