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DIVORCED, CHILDLESS, and jobless at 30.

My younger self had it all planned. I would be married by 22—check. Have the dream job after university—check. And a couple of kids to go with the perfect wife.

Scratch that. My wife left me for a guy ten years younger than me, and they’re having the babies we should have had.  The dream job became a dream when the company I worked for went belly up because of bad investments.

So here I am, moving across the state with just my dog to the big city. Single, jobless and about enough money after the divorce to pay-off my truck, and hopefully rent an apartment.

Apparently it’s my destiny.

I got offered an easy job managing some billionaire’s estate while he’s off to Antarctica for three months on some expedition. So here I sit, counting his money, pretending to be him. Well, more like a glorified house sitter whose German shepherd actually landed me the job because he looks like a guard dog. (Which couldn’t be further from the truth.)

What I didn’t expect (nor I assume did he) was that his daughter would show up. One that apparently can’t stand her father.

He said to treat everything as if it were mine.

I might be taking this job a little too literally. 
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“‘Atta boy. We’re almost there.”

“You’ve been so good during this trip.”

“You ready for a treat? Yes, you are. I bet you are ready for something.”

I reached over, scratching behind Beau’s ear. He was my dog. My faithful companion. My soft-hearted German Shepherd. While he looked like an attack dog, he was more of a lap dog. A face licking poodle in disguise. He licked at my hand and pushed at my palm with his nose. I stroked my hand down his back, feeling the knots in his fur I needed to work out with a brush tonight. He’d been cooped up in my truck for fourteen hours now. Fourteen hours, heading from Minneapolis to New York City in an effort to start a new life.

All we needed was a place to crash.

Both of us needed to get some rest tonight before we got up and on the road early in the morning. A bit of coffee. A bit of breakfast. Some food for Beau. Then, we’d finish the rest of the trek into the city. Four, maybe five hours, tops. Depending on the speed I could keep up. I expected to hit some serious traffic in New York City. The drive in the city alone could take me forty-five minutes. And even though I knew I wouldn’t sleep much tonight, I knew Beau needed a place to rest his head.

After taking a shower and getting his fur combed out.

“Stay Beau. I need to go get us a room,” I said.

When I opened my door, Beau hopped up. So, I whipped around and held out my finger.

“Stay,” I said sternly.

He whimpered, but listened. He eased himself back down into the passenger’s seat and I closed my truck door. I walked around the front of it, feeling the heat of my high beam lights. Making my way into the rundown motel lobby, I approached the front desk, looking around for someone who could help me.

“Hello?” I called out.

I heard some whispering and some shuffling around. Even some cursing before someone stumbled into the wall. A young woman appeared in the doorway, her cheeks flushed and her hair disheveled. She sniffed, as if she were trying to gather herself. As if she were trying to put on some kind of show, like I didn’t see the man in the back dashing down the hallway with his pants down around his knees.

She cleared her throat before she walked up to me, putting a barrier between my eyesight and the hallway the man was currently stumbling down.

“Welcome to Motel 84. Need a room?” she asked.

Looks like you and your boyfriend do.

“One room, yes. Just for tonight,” I said.

The young woman sniffed the air again before she frowned.

“You smell like dog,” she said.

I shrugged. “Then you better make sure I get a room with a shower.”

“Pets aren’t allowed in the rooms.”

“Good thing I don’t have one, then.”

“How do you smell like dog if you don’t have a dog?”

“I’ve been cooped up on the road for fourteen hours. The air conditioning doesn’t work in my truck. It’s the dead of summer. Smelling like ‘dog’ is probably a compliment compared to what the rest of me smells like.”

She wrinkled her nose and her eyes fell past my shoulder. The only thing I could hope and pray was that Beau was still hunkered down in that passenger seat. Otherwise, we’d be sleeping in my truck in a parking lot somewhere. Her eyes came back to me before she harrumphed. Such a crabby personality for a young woman. She was in her celebratory years. College age. The time when kids should be enjoying night-long ‘ragers’ before going into class and acing their tests without studying.

“This is a motel, so we don’t have breakfast in the morning. There’s complimentary coffee in your room and a bag of chips. Free of charge. Delivery menus are on the bathroom counter and complimentary toiletries are there, too. I suggest you use them,” she said.

She frowned at me as she held out a key for one of the rooms, dropping it into my hand.

“Room 12. Down at the end of this first stretch. Tucked away in the corner. It’s our best room,” she said.

“I appreciate it. Thanks,” I said.

She ran my card and I cringed a little inside. I didn’t have much money to my name at all. After my life fell apart, I had just enough to pay off my truck and set some aside in my savings. I was traveling off that meager amount. Getting myself from point A to point B. If I was lucky, I’d have enough for a deposit and first month’s rent on some shitty closet apartment on the outskirts of the city.

The only reason I was headed to New York City was because of a job I’d taken.

Well, a job I hoped would be offered to me after my interview.

“Sign here, here, initial here, and write your license number here,” the woman said.

I did as she asked, then slid the paperwork back to her.

“Anything else?” I asked.

Her eyes scanned my body. “You don’t look sweaty enough for someone whose truck doesn’t have air conditioning.”

“Windows,” I said flatly.

“Uh huh,” she said, nodding her head.

“Can I go now?” I asked.

“Sure. Yeah. Enjoy your stay.”

I felt the young woman’s eyes on me as I left. I slipped into my truck and pressed my hand on top of Beau’s head. He tried to sit up, but I pressed him back to the seat. I just had to get him into the room, and all would be well.

“Sorry, boy. Just hold on,” I said softly.

He pressed his nose against my palm, trying to get me off. I pulled into the parking space and looked over toward the lobby, just to make sure the woman hadn’t come out to watch me. When I saw the coast was clear, I tapped my thigh.

“Come on, Beau. Hurry up,” I said.

I threw my door open and he lunged out of the car, jumping clear over me to get out of the seat. He ran around in circles, chasing his tail and very excited to be out of the car. I couldn’t blame him. I was excited to be out of the damn thing, too. I quickly used the key to open the motel room door, then ushered Beau in. He jumped on the bed and began jumping around, panting with his tongue hanging out.

“No barking. No. Okay?” I asked.

He whimpered, but he complied.

Closing the hotel room door, I walked back out to my truck. I looked back and saw the curtains of the window toggling, until Beau’s head appeared in the window. He shoved his body underneath the curtains, pressing his paws against the window. I saw him licking at the glass, and chuckled to myself.

I wondered what the woman would think about lick marks on the glass once the housekeeping staff found them tomorrow.

After grabbing my small bag out of the back of the car, I reached for the bag I’d packed for Beau. The bag that held his food, his water, and his treats. I reached for the small bag of groceries, too. Soda and a few snacks I’d picked up along the way. Before heading inside, I walked around back to make sure the tarp over the bed of my truck was still tied down, covering all the clothes and other assets I’d packed up to haul with me.

Everything I owned after years of marriage.

“Come on, boy. Let’s get you some food. Then we can get you a bath,” I said.

Beau barked, and I slammed the door behind me before putting my finger to my lips.

“No barking,” I said, curtly scolding him.

His ears flattened and his tail tucked between his legs. Already feeling bad, I set everything down, then dug around in his bag for his snacks. I tossed one into the air and watched him lunge for it, scarfing it down in one or two bites.

“You can have some more after we take you out,” I said.

I tucked the motel room key in my pocket and wiped at my brow. The summer heat was thick, and the humidity, stifling. I walked over and cranked up the air conditioner on the unit in the room, then I opened the door to take Beau for a walk. I knew he wouldn’t run off, but he also needed to stretch his legs. I guided him toward the corner of the motel before we made our way into the woods behind the property. Beau sniffed around while I drew in the fresh scent of the wooded area. The smell reminded me of all the nature that had surrounded Minneapolis during my time there.

Of all the nature walks I’d taken with my wife. Before she left me for a ‘man’ ten years younger than me.

“Damn boy isn’t even legal to drink,” I murmured.

We walked through the small patch of woods before they broke open into a clearing. We came across an abandoned parking lot that looked to be part of a rundown mechanic shop. The sign hung off the side and it looked as if people hadn’t been there for years. Beau ran around exploring, and peeing on everything in sight. We were far enough away from the motel where he could bark and I felt comfortable with it. So, I found myself a stack of old tires to lean against while Beau ran himself ragged.

“That’s it. Good boy. Go poo poo while you’re at it, boy. Poo poo. ‘Atta, boy,” I said.

My life had been turned upside down. At thirty, I was wifeless, jobless, and childless. I was a guy who had an entire checklist for my life. A plan. Married by twenty-two. Dream job after graduating college. A couple of kids to go with the perfect wife by the time I was twenty-nine. I would have everything I ever wanted. Everything I needed on my checklist.

Until my wife announced she had been cheating on me with some twenty-year old asshat and was leaving with him. Whether I liked it or not.

After that, my dream job turned into a nightmare. I was a prominent accountant at one of the nation’s greatest technological empires. I was at the top of the food chain, pulling more money than I’d ever need in my life. My stocks in the company grew by the hundreds of thousands of dollars while we skyrocketed to fame and glory. I was jetted off to business adventures on beautiful islands and given more paid vacation time off than I could shake a stick at.

Then, my company made my bad investments. Eventually, those decisions tanked the financials of the company.

It was as if I had stood at the helm of my own sinking ship. I kept running numbers for the company, watching them fall into a pit of despair. Watching them struggle. Watching them tank, months after my wife had left me. After she had abandoned me and taken everything with her. In exchange for a swift divorce, I agreed to give her everything. The house and the two convertibles, so long as I could keep the beat-up truck I had been working on in my spare time. Our vacation home in Hawaii, and half of whatever my stocks ended up cashing out to.

I cashed them out at a good time, but I still lost over half of what I had initially invested.

After paying my ‘perfect’ ex-wife off to leave me alone, I was left with nothing. No perfect life. No perfect job. And my spouse was off having children with some twenty-year old trust fund idiot. She was having our children with some other guy.

It made me sick to my stomach to think about.

“Come on, Beau. Let’s get back,” I said.

I whistled for him and he came running around the corner, a stick in his hand.

“No, no. We need rest. We’ll play tomorrow, I promise,” I said.

I knelt down and scratched Beau’s cheeks. He licked my face and I smiled, trying to absorb some of his energy. I felt tired in the marrow of my bones. Tired of my life imploding. My only hope was an interview I had tomorrow with some guy named Richard Pembroke. A man who was looking for a personal accountant to handle his estate and count all his riches for him, one by one. It was a job I needed. A job to help me get back on my feet. A job that would hopefully enable me to start piecing my life back together.

Beau’s barking pulled me from my trance.

“Yes, I’m ready buddy. Sorry. I got lost in my thoughts there. Come on. Let’s get you some food,” I said.

We made our way back through the woods. Back to the motel room. I closed the door behind us and locked it, then put my finger to my lips. Beau jumped up onto the bed and laid down, his eyes gazing at his backpack. I took the liberty of setting up his food and water first, then made my way to the grocery bag.

I wasn’t hungry, and hadn’t been for months. I pulled out one of the sodas and cracked it open, taking a few swigs. I sat on the edge of the bed and immediately felt Beau jump up and make his way for me. He sat down beside me, pressing his soft coat of fur against my side.

When he placed his head on my lap, he began to whimper.

“I know buddy. I know you miss her,” I said.

Scratching softly behind his ear, I watching as he sighed. And just that quickly, my drink was forgotten.

“I miss her, too,” I whispered.
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​Chapter 2
Sophie
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“Well hello there, Charlotte. My gosh. Is that the new Louis Vuitton? I’m so jealous, I was waitlisted. Can you believe that? Me, Sophie Pembroke. Waitlisted. I’d love to know your contact. Care to share the information?”

“Daniel, darling. It’s so good to see you! Please tell me you’re over that nasty cold. I don’t need you sneezing all over my guests and getting them sick.”

“Oh, you know that view is as beautiful as always. Of course, you’re allowed on the porch! Just don’t fall off. The police would really be a damper on something like this.”

The music rhythmically pumped and the drinks were flowing. The bartenders I had hired on my father’s dime were dishing up cocktails specifically made for my event. They party I decided to throw last week was fully-catered, complete with my father’s connections. The food was to die for, and as it came out on silver platters, I scooped one up and popped it into my mouth.

“Mm! My compliments to the chef!”

I slipped a pink martini off a moving tray and raised it into the air. Everyone cheered and followed suit, whistling and cheering my name. We all stopped and danced to the music, with the D.J. at the helm of the crowd-controlled party. We jumped to the left. We swayed to the right. We did the cha-cha and I felt men grinding against me. I tossed my hair back as
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