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______________________________________________________________________________________

Today we want to get to know the figure of the brightest scholar of his time. A scholar who possessed a vast ocean of knowledge but did not seek fame among people. His name was Abdullah ibn Mubarak, or commonly known as Ibn Mubarak, or people would address him as Abu Abdurrahman. 

Ibn Mubarak's house was very large, located in Marwa. The courtyard of his house was about 50 x 50 hasta (1 hasta is approximately 50 cm). If you wanted to see a knowledgeable scholar, a worshipper, and a respected man in Marwa, you would find his house. Every day, a large number of people would gather at his house. They would study together until Ibn Mubarak came out of his room, and they would gather around him.

When Ibn Mubarak moved to Kufah, he lived in a small house. He would usually come out for prayer and then return to his house. He rarely left his house and was no longer visited by many people. 

At that time, I said to him, 

"Oh Abu Abdurrahman, don't you feel isolated here compared to your house in Marwa?" 

He replied, 

"I avoided Marwa because I wanted to avoid something you like, and now I live here because I like something you dislike. When I was in Marwa, there was no problem except that people would bring their issues to me and say, 'Ask Ibn Mubarak,' but here I am free from all of that."

"Be an unknown person who dislikes fame, and do not show that you dislike being famous to elevate your status. For if you claim to be ascetic, it means your asceticism has collapsed, as you drag yourself to be praised and admired."

One day, I accompanied Ibn Mubarak to a water source where ordinary people would drink. He approached the water source and drank from it, while people did not recognize him. They crowded and pushed him. 

When he came out of there, he said to me, 

"This is the true nature of life." He meant that when we are not known and respected by others.

A scholar named Abdurrahman bin Mahdi said, 

"My eyes have never seen anyone more sincere in advising the Muslim ummah (society) than Ibn Mubarak."

From Husain bin Hasan Al-Mirwazi, he said, "Ibn Mubarak said, 

'Be an unknown person who dislikes fame, and do not show that you dislike being famous to elevate your status. For if you claim to be ascetic, it means your asceticism has collapsed, as you drag yourself to be praised and admired.'"

From Asy'ats bin Syu'bah Al-Mushishi, he said, 

"Once Harun al-Rashid came to Riqqah (a place name), and the people came out to welcome Ibn Mubarak. They crowded so much that sandals broke and dust flew. Then a woman, a slave of Caliph Harun al-Rashid, came out from a wooden building. 

When she saw the crowd, she said, 

'What is happening?' 

The people replied, 'A knowledgeable person from Khurasan has arrived in Riqqah. His name is Abdullah bin Mubarak.' 

The woman said, 'By Allah, this is a king, but not Harun, who can only gather people with police and soldiers.

From Qosim bin Muhammad, he said, 

"I once traveled with Ibn Mubarak. At that time, what often came to my mind was why this person was so esteemed above us to the extent that he was so famous among people. 

After all, when he prayed, we also prayed. When he fasted, we also fasted. When he fought, we also fought, and when he performed Hajj, we did the same."

Qosim continued, 

"One night, while we were traveling towards Syria, we had dinner at a house. Suddenly, the lights went out. So, one of us went out of the house to find some light. 

Shortly after, he returned with a lamp. I saw Ibn Mubarak's face, and his beard was wet with tears. Seeing that, I said to myself, 

'Perhaps it is with such fear that he is elevated above us.' Maybe, when the lights went out and darkness surrounded us, he was reminded of the Day of Judgment."

Nu'aim bin Hammad said,  "Ibn Mubarak used to spend more time at home, so he was asked, 'Don't you feel lonely?' 

He replied, 'How could I feel lonely when I am with the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him?' (He meant being with the hadiths of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him)."

Thus, this is a glimpse of the story about Ibn Mubarak, and surely there are many more narrations that tell of his greatness. May we always strive to emulate him. Amen.

Quoted from the book: "Siyar A'lam al-Nubala" by Az-Zahabi.
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______________________________________________________________________________________

A pious man named Tsabit bin Ibrahim was walking on the outskirts of the city of Kufah. Suddenly, he saw an apple fall outside the fence of a fruit garden. Seeing the ripe, red apple lying on the ground made Tsabit's mouth water, especially on a hot day when he was thirsty. 

Without thinking much, he picked up the apple and began eating it, but halfway through, he remembered that the apple did not belong to him, and he hadn't obtained permission from its owner.

He hurried into the fruit garden to find the owner and ask for permission to eat the apple he had already consumed. In the garden, he met a man and immediately said, 

"I have eaten half of this apple. I hope you will make it lawful for me." 

The man replied, 

"I am not the owner of this garden. I am its caretaker, responsible for taking care of it." 

With regret, Tsabit asked again, 

"Where does the owner live? I will meet him and ask for permission to eat the apple." 

The garden caretaker informed him, 

"If you want to go there, you have to endure a day and a night's journey."

Tsabit bin Ibrahim was determined to go and meet the owner of the garden. He said to the elderly caretaker, 

"That's alright. I will still go and meet him, even if his house is far away. I have consumed an apple that was not lawful for me without the owner's permission. Didn't the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) warn us through his saying: 

'Whoever is nourished by what is forbidden, the fire is more deserving of him?'"

Tsabit went to the owner's house, and when he arrived, he knocked on the door. After the homeowner opened the door, Tsabit politely greeted him and said, 

"O generous sir, I have already eaten half of your apple that fell outside your garden. Therefore, would you be willing to make it lawful for me?" 

The old man in front of Tsabit observed him carefully. Then he suddenly said, 

"No, I cannot make it lawful for you unless you fulfill one condition." 

Tsabit felt worried about the condition because he feared he might not be able to meet it. So he immediately asked, 

"What is that condition, sir?" 

The man replied, "You must marry my daughter!"

Tsabit bin Ibrahim did not understand the purpose and intention of the man, so he said, 

"Just because I ate half of your apple, should I marry your daughter?" 

But the owner of the garden did not pay attention to Tsabit's question. He added, saying, 

"Before the marriage begins, you must know the deficiencies of my daughter. She is blind, mute, and deaf. Moreover, she is also paralyzed!" 

Tsabit was shocked by the information provided by the owner of the garden. He thought to himself, 

"Should I marry a woman like her just because I ate half of her apple without permission?" 

Then the garden owner stated again, 

"I cannot make it lawful for you unless you fulfill that condition."

However, Tsabit firmly responded, 

"I will accept her proposal and the marriage. I have decided to make a transaction with Allah, the Lord of all worlds. Therefore, I will fulfill my obligations and rights towards her because I hope that Allah will always be pleased with me, and hopefully, I can increase my good deeds in the sight of Allah."

Thus, the marriage took place. The owner of the garden brought two witnesses to witness their marriage contract. After the marriage was concluded, Tsabit was allowed to enter and meet his wife. When Tsabit was about to enter the bridal chamber, he thought he would still greet her, even though she was deaf and mute, because the angels of Allah who roam in their house are surely not deaf and mute either. So he greeted her, saying, "Assalamu alaikum..."

Unexpectedly, the woman standing in front of him, now his official wife, responded to his greeting with kindness. When Tsabit approached her, she extended her hand to shake his. 

Once again, Tsabit was surprised because the woman, who was supposed to be deaf and mute, warmly welcomed him and reached out her hand. Tsabit was taken aback by this sight. He thought, 

"Her father said she is deaf and mute, but she responded to my greeting. If that's the case, it means she can hear and is not mute. Her father also said she is blind and paralyzed, but she
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