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          FASHION WOMEN: 1700s

        

      

    

    
      Dresses, dresses, and more dresses.

      That’s what the late 1700s meant in women’s fashion.

      The eighteenth Century  was a time of elegance and extravagance for the upper classes and extreme poverty for the lower classes, especially in Europe. Women’s fashions reflected this in the same way that palaces and grand houses were full of mirrors to reflect the stunning fashions and fabrics worn by men and women whose entire life was lived with glitter and glamour.

      The French court was the centre of fashion for Western Europe during much of the seventeenth century and all of the eighteenth.  Italy’s popularity had faded and England was battling civil war. France excelled in lace-making and silk and brocade manufacturing and these luxury items were in demand all over Europe.  European magazines and newspapers published all the latest French fashions and these fashion ideas were spread and copied throughout the expanding world.

      
        
          [image: 1799 ca.  Gardens Of Tuileries, Paris, France. Via Modes De Paris.]
        

        1799 ca.  Gardens Of Tuileries, Paris, France. Via Modes De Paris.

      

      By the 1700s, women’s clothing became much less restricting.  Tight-fitting corsets were replaced with flexible stays and flowing lace collars replaced stiff ruffs. Skirts were layered or padded at the hips to produce a full, flowing look.  Usually two skirts were worn, the overskirt (manteau) open at the front and usually forming a train or bustle at the back, and an underskirt. 

      In the early 1700s, waistlines were high but later on long, pointed bodices and stiff stomachers came back into fashion. Large sleeves were gathered at the wrist or elbow and often with turned-back lace cuffs. 

      A plunging neckline, or décolletage, could be covered with a wide lace collar when necessary.  A fichu was often worn around the neck and shoulders to provide modesty over lower cut necklines on gowns and for another opportunity to show off the beautiful laces and fine fabrics available.

      Although solid-colored silks and brocades were more popular than patterned fabrics and adornments were often simpler jewelry such as pearls or lace, ribbons, and some embroidery.

      In the 1720s, women wore robe à l’anglais with large cuffs and a lace collar.  In the 1730s,  a robe à la française in the Watteau or flying style was fashionable, with the back hanging loose from the bodice.  Aristocratic women and royalty wore the ridiculously wide panniers that were unmanageable for the common woman but ribbons on dresses and lace caps were common for everyone.

      In the 1750s, women wore a variety of caps, capes, and hoods trimmed with fur and ribbons or of white lace as in mob caps. 

      In the 1770s, overskirts of beautiful fabrics opened over dresses and bodices.  Sleeves flared at the elbows and hair was often powdered and curled during the last part of the Rococo era.  Louis XV’s mistress, Madame Pompadour, was one of the leaders in the Rococo fashions of light styles and pastel colors and later light stripes and floral patterns.  

      And who can forget Marie Antoinette, her dressmaker Rose Bertin, and her court, who led lives of fashion excess and extravagance which became one of the main causes of the poor and starving rebelling in the French Revolution.
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        18th Century Mid Maternity Dress.
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        1760 Golden Silk Dress, British.
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        1760-1775 ca. Dress, American.
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        1765 Bodice and Petticoat.
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        1765-1770 ca. Silk Sack Back Gown.
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        1774-1793 ca. Gown with metallic thread fabric.

      

      
        
          [image: 1774-1793 ca. Gown with metallic thread fabric.]
        

        1774-1793 ca. Gown with metallic thread fabric.
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        1760 c.a Woman’s Jacket (caraco), Europe.
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        1780 Silk Polonaise Dress, English.
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        18th Century Second Half Robe a la Francaise.
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        1750-1799 ca. Caraco Jacket.
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        1799 ca. January Full Dress in Round Gowns with Matching Caps.
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        1790-1799 ca. Dress of Brocade Linen, French. Showing drawstrings to open the bodice.
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      Riding Habits in the Late 1700s
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        1791  Riding Costume of Yellow Dress and Green Spencer.
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        1787 Riding Costume, French. Green and Orange Redingote. Via Gallerie des Modes

      

      
        
          [image: 1787  White Dress, Red Spencer, French. Via Magasin des Modes Nouvelles, French.]
        

        1787  White Dress, Red Spencer, French. Via Magasin des Modes Nouvelles, French.

      

      
        
          [image: 1787 Orange Summer Redingote. Young woman dressed in a summer redingote in red wool trimmed with fashionable buttons, chignon à la conseillere with a steel coulant straw hat trimmed with ribbons.]
        

        1787 Orange Summer Redingote. Young woman dressed in a summer redingote in red wool trimmed with fashionable buttons, chignon à la conseillere with a steel coulant straw hat trimmed with ribbons.
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        18th Century Early Riding Jacket, probably French.
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        18th Century Early Riding Jacket, probably French.
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        1750-1759 ca. Blue Riding Jacket.
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        1780 Riding Habit, Venice, Italy.

      

      
        
          [image: 1783-1787 ca.  Elegant young lady in Riding Redingote in the style of Pierrot with aqua spots, aqua collar trim and carrying a dark shawl with aqua spots. Red hair hanging below a black calico hat, shoes with aqua spots, French.]
        

        1783-1787 ca.  Elegant young lady in Riding Redingote in the style of Pierrot with aqua spots, aqua collar trim and carrying a dark shawl with aqua spots. Red hair hanging below a black calico hat, shoes with aqua spots, French.
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        1799 July  Green and Blue Riding Habits.
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        1760_RidingEnsemble
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      1795-1800 ca. Cream Embroidered Muslin Dress, French.
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      1790s  Late.  Cotton Dress, American or European.

      This is the beginning of the high-waisted and flowing women’s dresses that become popular during the Regency Era. The fabric is light and airy yet there is still a touch of decadence with the beautiful sequined embroidery.
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      1799-1810 ca. COTTON MUSLIN GOWN

      
        
          [image: 1799-1810 Cotton Muslin Gown.]
        

      

      This lovely loose fitting cotton muslin gown shows the transition from the decadent styles and fabrics before the French Revolution towards the simpler styles of the early 1800s and following through into the Regency Era, when Prinny was the British regent from 1811-1820. He then became King George IV when his father, mad George, died.
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      via Whitaker Auction whitakerauction.smugmug.com
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      Fashion Accessories 1700s

      In the 1700s, fashion accessories were essential to achieve the extravagant and frivolous look that the wealthy and indolent loved, especially for attending court and social events.

      
        
          [image: 1790-1795 ca. Ladies At Tea By Thomas Rowlandson (1756–1827 British). Watercolor with pen and red-brown and brown ink. Yale Center for British Art Paul Mellon Collection.]
        

        1790-1795 ca. Ladies At Tea By Thomas Rowlandson (1756–1827 British). Watercolor with pen and red-brown and brown ink. Yale Center for British Art Paul Mellon Collection.

      

      Though even a walk in the park provided an excuse to showcase and show-off incredible hats, reticules or bags or purses to replace pockets, colorful gloves, parasols, fans, shawls, muffs, and handkerchiefs.

      
        
          [image: 1790 Dresses and Extravagant Hats. Via Journal des Luxus.]
        

        1790 Dresses and Extravagant Hats. Via Journal des Luxus.
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1795-1800 ca. Dress, French.
Cream, embroidered
muslin. Palais Galliera,
musée de la Mode de la
Ville de Paris. a80-
musees.apps.paris.fr
suzilove.com
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18th Century Early. Riding
Jacket, probably French.
Front View. Silk, wool.
metmuseum.org






OEBPS/images/riding_1787_whitedressredspencerfrenchmagassindesmodesnouvellesfrench_graphic.jpg
1787 WHITE DRESS, FRENCH.

Lady in a white riding dress
with red Spencer, a large red
hat, and a riding cane.

From: suzilove.com and Magasin
des Modes Nouvelles, French,
volume 33, plate number 2.
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1760-75 Dress, United

States. winterthur.org
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1786 September Riding Habit, French.

via Magasin Des Modes
Nouvelles Francaise
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1750-1799 ca. Caraco Jacket.
Dark background patterned
with red roses.
metmuseum.org suzilove.com
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1787 ORANGE REDINGOTE, FRENCH.

Summer orange wool redingofte, or coat,
trimmed with fashionable buttons, fancy
hairstyle under a straw hat trimmed with
flowers and ribbons.

Fashion Plate via suzilove.com
and Gallerie des Modes, France.
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1795-1800 ca. Fabric Detail
Dress, French. Cream
embroidered muslin. Palais

Galliera, m la Mode
de la Ville de Paris. a80-
musees.apps.paris.fr
suzilove.com

1795 -1800 ca.
Cream embroidered
muslin dress,
French.
suzilove.com
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1780 ca. Silk Polonaise
dress, English.
collections.glasgowmuseu
ms.com suzilove.com






