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The Mahomes Effect: How One Draft Pick Could Have Changed the Chicago Bears Forever
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Welcome to one of the most entertaining alternate universes the NFL has never given us—where the Chicago Bears, in all their glorious unpredictability, step up to the podium in 2017 and select Patrick Mahomes instead of Mitch Trubisky. Yeah, I know. If you're a Bears fan, take a deep breath. Maybe stretch a little. This might sting, but we're going to have some fun along the way.

This introduction sets the stage for a playful, curious, and surprisingly emotional journey into what could have been. Sports fans love a good what-if scenario because it lets us poke around the corners of history and imagine worlds where everything turned out differently—usually better, sometimes worse, but always entertaining. In the case of Mahomes, a quirky, cannon-armed kid from Texas Tech, few expected he would evolve into a generational superstar who bends physics and defenses to his will. Meanwhile, Chicago... well, Chicago made a different choice. A safer choice. A choice that, in hindsight, feels like a cosmic prank.

But what if that prank never happened? What if the Bears embraced the chaos, recognized Mahomes' raw brilliance, and handed him the keys to Soldier Field? That's the question this book explores—casually, creatively, and with a dash of satire—because imagining the Bears with a franchise quarterback feels a little like imagining a world where pizza isn't judged by its thickness.

So grab your favorite snack, settle in, and let's rewrite history together. It's going to be a weird, wonderful ride.
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The Draft Room Rewrite: When the Chicago Bears Saw the Light
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Picture it: April 27th, 2017. Philadelphia. The NFL Draft is buzzing, fans are screaming, and somewhere in a Chicago Bears draft room, several gallons of coffee and pure adrenaline are doing battle in the bloodstream of every scout. In our real timeline, this is the moment the Bears traded up to select Mitch Trubisky, leaving Chicago fans with a mix of confusion, anxiety, and the faint hope that maybe—just maybe—the front office knew something no one else did.

But not in this universe.

In this alternate timeline, the air in the Bears' war room is different. Instead of everyone convincing themselves that Trubisky's one full year as a starter at North Carolina is a sign of hidden greatness, the Bears' staff is staring at a giant screen replaying Patrick Mahomes' highlight reel for the 19th time. You know the one—Mahomes rolling left, spinning right, flicking the ball like a shortstop with telekinetic powers, and somehow connecting with a receiver who definitely wasn't supposed to be part of the play.

The scouts are captivated. The coaches are leaning forward. And GM Ryan Pace, who in our real world developed a sudden, irreversible crush on Trubisky, instead mutters, “Alright... this kid might actually break football.”

Suddenly, the conversation shifts. Instead of asking, “Can we fix his mechanics?” they ask, “How fast can we install a pass-happy offense before training camp?” Instead of debating Mahomes' gunslinger tendencies, someone just shrugs and says, “At least it'll be fun.” Even John Fox, a man who loves conservative offense more than Chicago loves deep-dish pizza, reluctantly admits, “Well... he throws it far.”

Then, with a deep breath and a whisper of destiny, the Bears submit the card.

With the second overall pick in the 2017 NFL Draft, the Chicago Bears select... Patrick Mahomes, quarterback, Texas Tech.

The crowd goes silent—mostly because they're stunned the Bears made a bold, forward-thinking decision that didn't feel like it was made on a dare. Somewhere in Kansas City, Andy Reid pauses mid–cheeseburger bite, sensing a disturbance in the force. Meanwhile, Bears fans immediately begin Googling "Patrick Mahomes scouting report" and "Texas Tech quarterback good???"

In the war room, the energy transforms. People are high-fiving. Pace looks like a man who just fixed his credit score. Scouts are nodding smugly as if they knew this would happen all along. Suddenly everything feels possible: an explosive offense, national respect, and maybe even an NFC North where Aaron Rodgers isn't the only quarterback with superpowers.

And Mahomes himself? He walks across the stage with that trademark half-smirk, already imagining the Midwestern kingdom he's about to rule. He pulls on a Bears cap—yes, orange and navy instead of red and gold—and in that moment, every Bears fan watching at home feels a twinge of hope they haven't felt since 1985.

Of course, no one knows exactly what the future holds. But one thing is certain in this universe: the Chicago Bears have just drafted the most electrifying quarterback prospect in a generation. And the NFL? Well, it's about to get turned upside down.

Welcome to the beginning of the Mahomes Era... Windy City edition.
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Mahomes' Rookie Year Under John Fox
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If you've ever wondered what chaos wrapped in optimism looks like, welcome to Patrick Mahomes' imaginary rookie season under Chicago Bears head coach John Fox. Picture this: a wildly talented, rocket-armed quarterback from Texas Tech stepping into a conservative, defense-first football universe where offensive creativity goes to hibernate. Mahomes arrives in Chicago bright-eyed, hyped, and probably a little confused about why everyone keeps telling him to "just hand the ball off and don't do anything weird."

In this alternate timeline, Mahomes enters a Bears locker room still recovering from years of quarterback uncertainty, a long parade of offensive coordinators, and the lingering fog of whatever the post-Cutler era was supposed to be. Fans are hopeful but skeptical, because hope in Chicago is like Wi-Fi at Soldier Field — inconsistent and often unavailable when you need it most.

John Fox, a man whose hobbies include defense, defense, and occasionally punting on 4th-and-1 at midfield, suddenly finds himself responsible for developing a once-in-a-generation quarterback. This is the same coach who once referred to his playbook as "not a suggestion," so you can imagine the creative tension brewing from the moment Mahomes sits down in his first film session.

Still, even in this conservative setup, Mahomes can't help but be Mahomes. During training camp, rumors leak that he's completing no-look passes in drills, which Fox finds deeply unsettling. "Why would you look away from the guy you're throwing to?" he asks, genuinely bewildered. But the players love it. Suddenly wide receivers are smiling, the
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