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			The Plaza Patatta series consists of ...

			1.A Secret Hatch

			2. The Missing Boy

			3. The Locked Room

			4. A Toxic Intruder

			5. Who’s Knocking There?! 

			6. The Theater Creeper

			7. Panic in Paris

			8. Silent Night, Scary Night

			9. The Mysterious Waiter

			10. A Fantastic Birthday

			11. Luna’s Flop Party

			12. Luna’s School Disaster

			13. The Big, Fantastic Plaza Patatta Kids’ Cookbook

			14. Horse Trouble

			15. The Big Soccer Match

			16. The Mystery Sneaker

			17. The Speedy Vlogger
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			This curious young lady is the eldest child in the house. It’s why she’s supposed to set a good example, and, most of the time, she manages to do just that. But now that the police have come to question her, she’s finding it difficult. And scary. She would rather hide in her father’s arms, but her little sister has already gone there. So, she has to fend for herself. Her name is Luna.
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			This frightened girl is the second and also the youngest child in the house. When she saw the police officer, she quickly ran to her father. He’d protect her. They hadn’t done anything wrong, really. They had just been, um, curious. Fortunately, the officer didn’t look super angry at her, or she’d have burst into tears. Her name is Lisa.
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			This startled father is Daddy Howard Richardson; the only man in the house. He owns a restaurant: Plaza Patatta. That means the place where the fries are. You always get a few fries with an order there, even if you’ve just ordered a cheese sandwich. Because he’s been so busy cooking, he hasn’t noticed his daughters getting into trouble. 
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			They also have a mother: Mommy Marian. Because she’s famous, she’s hardly ever home. But that’s okay because Luna and Lisa are big enough and wise enough. Well... usually, anyway. It’s just that this time things have gone a bit awry, and they don’t even know exactly what happened.
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			This is the officer. He looks stern. He said he had a few questions for them when he came in. Luna and Lisa don’t know if he lives in Woodford too because they’ve never seen him before. Now he’s taking them to a table in the restaurant. He hasn’t given them a smile yet. They don’t know his name either. He just said he was a police officer...
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			This story takes place in Woodford, where the girls live. Their restaurant is in Woodford Forest, which is the quiet part of the village. There’s also Woodford Centre and Woodford Beach— where the tourists usually stay.

			It all started out so nicely, on the day their favorite YouTuber came to Woodford...

		

	
		
			1. A Challenge and a Prank

		

		
			It’s early afternoon, and the restaurant is still closed. The police officer follows Daddy Howard inside. The girls trail behind. Their shoulders are slumped... They look glum. They’d rather burst into tears, but they don’t.

			“Please, have a seat,” Dad says politely. “Would you like a cup of coffee?”

			The officer shakes his head. “I’ll have a Coke.” He nods.

			“Alright. Coming right up.” Daddy Howard leaves. As he passes his daughters, he furrows his eyebrows at them.

			What does he mean by that? Is he mad at them? Does he mean they should sit down? Does he mean he’ll punish them once the officer leaves? They don’t know...

			The officer points to the chairs on the other side of the table. He takes out a notepad from his pocket. His cap tilts slightly, and he adjusts it. “I’d like to hear what you think happened,” he says. “Start from the beginning.”

			Lisa asks, “Which beginning do you mean?”

			Luna discreetly pinches her leg and hisses, “He means when Yosh came to Woodford.” To the officer, she asks, louder, “You mean the beginning when the YouTuber came to Woodford?”

			“That seems like a good start,” the officer says and nods.

			Luna begins to talk. “Last week, Yosh came to Woodford Center for a meet and greet. He’s our favorite YouTuber. Lisa, especially, is a superfan of his.”

			“You are too,” Lisa whispers.

			“Yeah, I like him too.” Luna looks at the officer sheepishly. Now that she’s a teenager, she’s embarrassed to be a superfan. But Yosh is just so cool. He’s funny and cute, and he just looks nice. “Do you know him?” she asks.

			The officer shrugs. “Do you mean Yosh the YouTuber? Yeah, I know of him.”

			Lisa’s eyes widen. “You know Yosh?” Even their waiter Kamil didn’t know of him yet, and their friend Adem pretended he thought he was stupid. Daddy Howard had no idea. He’d ask what “that boy” was doing in his “videos.”

			“Those aren’t videos, Dad,” Luna said and laughed. “They’re called vlogs.”

			Daddy Howard laughed too. He said, “Video, film, vlog... It’s all the same to me.”

			[image: ]Luna explained, “On a vlog, he talks about what happened to him over the day. Recently, for example, he went to pick up a kitten from a shelter.”

			“That was so sweet,” Lisa swooned.

			Daddy Howard said, “So, a vlog is like a diary?”

			Luna hesitated before nodding, “Yeah, you can think of it like that, Dad.”

			Daddy Howard asked, “But a video isn’t a movie?”

			Luna sighed and said, “A video can be anything. A challenge or a gaming video or a prank.”

			“Wait, wait a minute...” Daddy Howard scratched his head. “What are you saying?”

			Lisa giggled and joined the conversation. “A challenge can be, for example, eating a bag of chips within fifteen minutes. Or you can do the challenge where one super spicy chip is in the bag.” 

			Luna nodded. “A challenge can also be to buy as much as possible for one euro. Or you take on a challenge from someone else. Do you understand what a challenge is now?”

			Daddy Howard looked puzzled. “I believe I’m getting the idea.”

			“Well, and a prank is when you trick someone. For example, if we put salt in your coffee and then film your reaction.”

			“Is that still a movie then?”

			“Huh? No, then it’s called a prank. That’s what I just said!” Luna burst into laughter at her silly father.

			“But you mentioned filming.”

			Lisa shrugged. “You film the prank, you film the video, you film the challenge. Simple, right, Dad?”

			Daddy Howard rubbed his chin. “So that’s what you’re watching...”

			Both sisters burst out laughing. “Of course, we watch that. Everyone watches it!”

			After their father finally understood a little bit of what they were talking about, the moment came when they wanted to ask their big question. With a sweet voice, Luna said, “So, Yosh is coming to Woodford next week for a meet and greet...”

			“A what? A meet and what?”

			“A meet and greet, Dad.” Luna sighed that he didn’t even know that. “That’s where you can meet him and say hello.”

			“So, it’s a meet and greet!” Dad thought he was being hilarious.

			Lisa looked at her father with puppy-dog eyes. “He’s so cute! Can we go, Dad, please?” 

			Lisa immediately started pleading, “Pleeease, pleeease, pleeease!”
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			Dad laughed at that, especially when Lisa promised she’d do the dishes for a whole month if they could go.

			Of course, they could go. Even before they started the whole story, Daddy Howard knew they could go. He already knew who Yosh was—but he hadn’t told the girls that...

			“So, you went to the meet and greet,” says the officer.

			Luna and Lisa nod. Yes, they were at the meet and greet. Nothing had gone wrong then.
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			2. Youtuber Yosh

		

		
			Daddy Howard sets down a glass of cola for the officer and asks if everything is alright. 

			“No, sir. Everything is far from alright,” says the officer. 

			“Of course.” 

			Daddy Howard is so polite, his daughters barely recognize him. He almost bows. “Excuse me,” Dad says before closing the door. He leaves his daughters alone with the officer. 

			Lisa hangs her head. Soon they’ll have to go to jail and she’ll be stuck with scary criminals and murderers. Tears prick at her eyes. 

			Luna straightens her back. She takes a deep breath and begins to speak… 

			“Yosh came for a meet and greet at The Ford.” She clears her throat. 

			“Excuse me, what is The Ford?” asks the officer. 

			“That’s our theater**.” Lisa chimes in to support her sister. “It’s in the center. We also have our school performances there.”

			
				**Check out Plaza Patatta: The Theater Creeper.

			

			The officer starts laughing. “What would Yosh do in a theater?” 

			“He’s really cool,” says Lisa. 

			“We wanted to go,” Luna says and nods at the officer. “But that morning our father was extra nervous, and he forced us to help him first.” 

			That was true. Daddy Howard had been nervously going back and forth between the restaurant and the kitchen. Suddenly, he had come up with something new: lemonade cakes. They were like pancakes, but with lemonade batter. “All kids love sweet things,” he said and nodded, “and kids love festive colors.” 

			“He’s got
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