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      As night turned to dawn,
      a muscular figure 
could be seen running through the streets of Washington, 
D.C. With a polite “On your left,” the figure blew past another 
early-morning runner, Sam Wilson. Puzzled, Sam muttered to 
himself, “It’s called jogging, man, ease up.” 
    

    
      Sam continued his run. Passing the Washington Monument, he 
heard “On your left” again. This time Sam tried to catch up, but 
the figure was just too fast! Exhausted, Sam lay down on the 
grass to catch his breath. After a moment, the figure approached 
and asked Sam if he needed a medic. Sam quipped, “I need 
a new set of lungs!” then looked up. To his surprise, he saw 
Steve Rogers, more famously known as Captain America, the 
Super-Soldier and First Avenger!
    

    
      Sam introduced himself as a former soldier, just like Steve. But 
now he worked at the local Department of Veterans Affairs, 
helping soldiers cope with coming back from active duty. Steve 
thanked Sam for his service and told him that he was doing a 
very important job. 
    

    
      Before Sam could respond, S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Natasha Romanoff 
drove up in a slick sports car. She informed Steve that Nick Fury 
and S.H.I.E.L.D. needed him: there was a hostage situation in 
the Indian Ocean. Steve told Sam he’d see him around. Sam 
watched in awe as the one and only Captain America went off 
to save the day!
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      As S.H.I.E.L.D.’s hi-tech Quinjet swept 

      through the clouds over Africa toward 

      the Indian Ocean, Steve, in a stealth version 

      of his Captain America uniform, and 

      Natasha, geared up as super spy Black 

      Widow, learned more about the hostage 

      situation on S.H.I.E.L.D.’s huge ship, the 

      Lemurian Star. S.T.R.I.K.E. team leader 

      Brock Rumlow and his unit informed 

      them that a dangerous man known as 

      Georges Batroc had taken over the ship 

      with a band of pirates and was holding 

      the crew for a ransom of over a 

      billion dollars!
      
    

  



  
  
  [image: ]
  
    
      A true leader,
      Captain America gave the orders to the 

      team: Black Widow would cut the engines so the boat wouldn’t 

      go anywhere; Rumlow and the S.T.R.I.K.E. team would find and 

      rescue the hostages; and Cap would clear the ship’s deck of 

      pirates and find Batroc. 
      
    

    
      
      The jump door opened at the rear of the Quinjet and Cap dove 

      out! One of the S.T.R.I.K.E. team members looked at Rumlow 

      and asked, “Was he wearing a parachute?” 
      
    

    
      
      “No. No, he wasn’t,” replied Rumlow.
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