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Introduction
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This is a full dialog book. That means that this book is full of dialog and that there is only dialog in it, except this Introduction. That also means no part is a narrative or read by a narrator.

I’ve indicated who’s speaking with both text and icons.

Ever have a Superhero power which is too strange to describe? Were you ever able to do something that you didn’t know you could?

Then perhaps you’re a lot like Zuper Zero and Red’s son – Zuper Zed.
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The Adolescent Years
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[image: image]Son: Hey, remember when I was a little kid and you guys called me Little Zuper Zero because I was still wondering what my Superhero powers were and if I had any?

[image: image]Dad: Sure, I remember that. But I still think that you’re a little kid. 

[image: image]Son: Dad!!!

[image: image]Dad: I’m just kidding! You know, I used to wonder what my Superhero powers were until I became Zuper Zero.

[image: image]Son: Don’t even say it Dad. I know, Everybody is a Superhero.

[image: image]Dad: You took the words right out of my mouth. Is that another of your Superhero powers?

[image: image]Son: Ha ha! No Dad. But do you remember when I was a bit older and you called me Stop-n-Go because I could stop and go faster than anybody else?

[image: image]Mom: I remember that! Screech! Screech! That’s all we ever heard. I remember that we had to keep replacing your tennis shoes because you wore them out so fast with all that stopping and going.

[image: image]Son: Well now I want a new Superhero name.

[image: image]Dad: And why’s that?

[image: image]Son: Well, Stop-n-Go doesn’t sound very grown up.

[image: image]Mom: That’s ok. You’re still our little boy.

[image: image]Son: Mom!!!

[image: image]Dad: I think what our little tyke is trying to say, is that he wants to impress somebody with a grown-up Superhero name.

[image: image]Mom: Oh, and who would that be? 

[image: image]Son: It’s nobody, Mom. Really!

[image: image]Mom: Say, is our son still seeing Raven?

[image: image]Son: Come on you two! We’re just friends.

[image: image]Dad: That’s not what I heard.

[image: image]Son: Dad! Mom! Knock it off!

[image: image]Mom: That’s right, you’re just friends. You know there was a time when your Dad and I were just friends. Weren’t we Zuper Zero?

[image: image]Dad: That’s right Red, my Dear.

[image: image]Son: Oh man! It’s time for the history lesson again while my folks get all mushy!
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Zuper Red

[image: ]


[image: image]Son: Hey Dad! I think I’ve come up with a new Superhero name.

[image: image]Dad: Great! What are you going to call me?

[image: image]Son: It’s not for you Dad!

[image: image]Mom: Swell, what are you going to call me?

[image: image]Son: You guys! It’s a Superhero name for me!

[image: image]Dad: Oh. That’s nice. I suppose It’s something like Go-n-Stop!

[image: image]Son: No Dad, that would be like Stop-n-Go!

[image: image]Dad: But it would be like Stop-n-Go in reverse.

[image: image]Mom: I suppose it’s Not-So-Little Zuper Zero.

[image: image]Son: Hmph! Maybe I just won’t tell you what it is.

[image: image]Dad: Oh please!

[image: image]Mom: Pretty please!

[image: image]Dad: With pie a la mode on it?

[image: image]Son: Well, OK. I think that my Superhero name should be Zuper Red.

[image: image]Dad: Uh, I don’t know what to say.

[image: image]Mom: That’s sweet Dear. Isn’t it Zuper Zero? He used both of our names. 

[image: image]Dad: So, what does Raven think about your new Superhero name?

[image: image]Son: I haven’t told her yet. I thought I’d try it out on you two first.

[image: image]Mom: Well, we like it just fine, don’t we Zuper Zero? ... Zuper Zero?

[image: image]Dad: Oh, uh, yeah. I mean Yes! We like it just fine! I guess.

[image: image]Mom: But son, aren’t you afraid that Raven will mistake you for us with that name? Maybe you should think some more about your Superhero name. 

Your dad and I won’t mind. Will we Dear?

[image: image]Dad: No, we won’t mind! We won’t mind one bit!
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Sharing Names
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[image: image]Mom: Now Derek, what was all that about?

[image: image]Dad: All what?

[image: image]Mom: What was all that hemming and hawing about our son’s Superhero name?

[image: image]Dad: What hemming and hawing?

[image: image]Mom: Why don’t you want Stop-n-Go to use our names as his Superhero name?

[image: image]Dad: What do you mean? Stop-n-Go isn’t anything like our names.

[image: image]Mom: Stop stalling! Out with it! Why don’t you want our son to call himself Zuper Red? I thought it was very flattering, for both of us.

[image: image]Dad: Oh, I don’t know. I guess I never felt like I was anything special until I was Zuper Zero.

[image: image]Mom: You were always special. You were especially special because you didn’t need to feel special. You were just yourself. And that’s why I fell in love with you.

[image: image]Dad: You’re right. And I guess I still don’t really need to feel special most of the time. However, I still occasionally need to feel special, just like everyone does. But I’m not certain I’m ready to share my Superhero name with somebody else.

[image: image]Mom: You didn’t mind when we called him Little Zuper Zero.

[image: image]Dad: Yes. But he was little then. Soon he’ll be all grown up. He’ll be going off on his own Superhero missions. We might all be going off on Superhero missions together. Then people would really be confused when we told them our names.

[image: image]Mom: He already is going off on his own Superhero missions. And we’ve gone on several Superhero missions together as a family.

[image: image]Dad: That’s true enough. Well I guess, if our son wants to share our name, it won’t be so bad. 

We’d be Zuper Zero, Red and Zuper Red. Our names would rhyme.

[image: image]Mom: We might be Red, Zuper Zero, and Zuper Red. Then our names would rhyme a different way.

[image: image]Dad: You’re correct, of course. But I imagine that if our son gets his way, we’ll be Zuper Red and Folks.
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