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Everyone knew that Owl was the best reader in the 
Hundred-Acre Wood. Whenever his friends wanted to hear 
a story, Owl selected a book to read aloud to them.

One particularly fine spring day found him doing just that. 
“. . . and the goat became the best clockmaker in town and
 lived happily ever after,’” Owl read. “‘The end.’”
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Owl closed the book.

“Read us another one, Owl!” Roo begged. “Please?”

Owl cleared his throat. “Perhaps later,” he said. “I should 
rest my voice for a bit. My birthday is tomorrow, you see, and 
I suspect I may be called upon to make a speech for the 
occasion.” He went to return the book to his library.
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“Oh, dear,” Piglet said. “I hope Owl doesn’t mind reading 
to us so often.”

“Nonsense,” Rabbit replied. “He loves it.”

“Ol’ Long Ears is right,” Tigger agreed. “Readin’ books 
is what owls do best!”
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“But what if we’re asking for too many stories?” 
Roo wondered aloud.

Eeyore sighed. “We probably are.”

Piglet turned to look at Pooh, who hadn’t said a word.
 “What do you think, Pooh Bear?”




Pooh was thinking, an activity that didn’t come easily
for a bear of very little brain.

But this time, Pooh’s little brain had a big idea.

“Perhaps Owl would like it,” Pooh said carefully, 
“if we read to him once in a while.”
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