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ABOUT THE BOOK

Flotsam & Jetsam is the ultimate trivia book for fans of the popular BBC Radio 4 programme Desert Island Discs, and a fascinating introduction for all those who have yet to discover its delights.

Taking the reader through seven decades of wonderful entertainment, here is an absorbing range of facts, figures and miscellany – including who chose what, and why. It also reveals much about the castaways’ drives and motivations, their influences and, of course, their lives.

Spanning the early years with the original presenter, Roy Plomley, and the present day, the Desert Island Discs programme has brought its own unique surprises to listeners, some very personal, some humorous, such as Eric Morecambe’s choice of a deckchair as his luxury and Ernie Wise’s of a deckchair ticket machine.

From Beethoven to the Beatles, from chessboards and chocolate to Jane Austen and Zola, Flotsam & Jetsam is the perfect companion guide to the national treasure that is Desert Island Discs.
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To Penny, Jack and Charlie, my three favourite castaways



Have you visited the Desert Island Discs website?

 
www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/desertislanddiscs


Here you will find every castaway from 1942 to the present 
and over 1,500 programmes to listen to.
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INTRODUCTION

‘I don’t want to achieve immortality through my work … I want to achieve it through not dying,’ said Woody Allen.

Alas, Roy Plomley is no longer with us, but he achieved his immortality on the strength of a high-concept idea he came up with more than 70 years ago. There was nothing new in asking people to nominate their favourite records (the book and the luxury came later): what really made the programme unique was the desert island. The combination of the two meant that the music took on huge importance. This was it: there was no going back to the record shop. Your choices defined you.

And that’s where we, the listeners, came in.

How much did we really know about politicians, film stars or, indeed, our fellow citizens?

Their choice of music – revealed in the course of an interview in which they were often (and not deliberately) caught offguard – told us much more than mere words could ever have done.

Whether it was Dame Edith Evans choosing Rawhide (by Frankie Laine), Noël Coward selecting The Hole In The Ground (by Bernard Cribbins) as his favourite record or even Jeffrey Archer asking for It’s Hard To Be Humble by Mac Davis, Desert Island Discs has never lost its ability to surprise and delight the listener.

As the writer of fun reference books, I had often made lists of such interesting choices. I had also put together lists of people who had chosen their own records, unusual luxuries selected and people who had requested a specific song (e.g., My Way). This was, obviously, a painstaking job but one which, as a fan of trivia and the programme, I relished.

And then two things happened.

First, the creation of a fantastic website – www.bbc.co.uk/desertislanddiscs. Now, everything was available, all the choices of records, books and luxuries with links to other guests who had made the same or similar choices.

Then, almost simultaneously, I was invited to compile this book to celebrate the seventieth anniversary of this illustrious programme, first broadcast in January 1942.

I thought I’d died and gone to heaven.

Yup, that’s the sort of man I am, but then who else would you want to do a book like this?

Precisely.

Paradoxically, the existence of such a brilliant site that was available to everyone was problematical. If this book was to be of any value, it couldn’t just replicate the site. Obviously, I would be using it as my primary source (though I would also draw upon newspaper libraries and my own celebrity database) but it was important to derive – rather than merely reprint – from it.

So it was that I found the two people (Arthur Askey and Sir David Attenborough) who had been on the show four times, the 12 three-time guests and 225 two-timers (so to speak).

Then there were the 84 husbands and wives (separately rather than together), the 10 fathers and sons, the 10 fathers and daughters, the eight pairs of brothers, the eight pairs of sisters and the seven pairs of brother and sister.

Something interesting emerged through these lists. Of all the husbands and wives, only three pairs had been on in the past 17 years: Alison Steadman (1995) and Mike Leigh (1997), Harold Evans (April 2000) and Tina Brown (December 2000), and Meera Syal (2003) and Sanjeev Bhaskar (2008). I should add, for the sake of rigorous accuracy, that they may not have been married at the time of their appearances.

Sir Terence Conran (1996) and Jasper Conran (1995) were the most recent father and son; Nigel Lawson (1989) and Nigella Lawson (2003), the most recent father and daughter; Sir Lew Grade (1987) and Sir Bernard Delfont (1991), the most recent brothers; and the writers A. S. Byatt (1991) and Margaret Drabble (2001) the most recent sisters.

The programme has cast its net much wider in recent years. In its first 40 years, it clearly drew from a much smaller group of people. This explains why so many of them were invited back so often.

Similarly, I managed to find six fathers-in-law and sons-in-law, six mothers-in-law and sons-in-law, nine brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, seven pairs of cousins and four uncles and nephews. I even managed to find a grandmother and grandson (Dame Gladys Cooper and Sheridan Morley) and an uncle and niece (Christopher Lee and Dame Harriet Walter).

However, in every instance, I was careful not to use the word ‘all’. Whereas I was confident that I had indeed found all the husbands and wives who had appeared, I couldn’t be so sure with brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law.

You will notice the absence of the word ‘all’ in much of the rest of the book. This is not due to uncertainty but rather because it was essential to make the book as readable as possible.

Let me explain.

If I compile a list of people who have chosen a specific song, I only use the names I think readers will know. It might be interesting to discover that someone you’ve heard of has chosen a song as one of their eight most important records; it most certainly isn’t interesting to discover that someone you’ve never heard of has done so.

So how do I know who you – or other readers – ‘know’?

I’ve tried to select the names I think most people will recognize. Note: I don’t say ‘everyone’ or ‘no one’ – just ‘most people’. Having spent my entire career making that call of who is known to most people and who isn’t, I’m confident that I’ve got it right here.

Most of the time.

Apart from choosing the avenues I wanted to explore – and most of them were, if you like, self-selecting – I haven’t editorialized at all.

Of course, that’s absolutely right. Although I’m the author, this isn’t ‘my’ book: it’s a Desert Island Discs book. You’ve almost certainly bought it for the subject matter rather than the author.

I haven’t even raised a metaphorical eyebrow.

So let me do so now.

When it comes to the most popular (non-classical) music acts, there’s no surprise that The Beatles (chosen 252 times), Frank Sinatra (240), Bing Crosby (166), Louis Armstrong (136) and Noël Coward (131) are the most successful. However, I am surprised by how few castaways chose otherwise immensely popular acts … and vice versa. Let me remind you here that the cut-off date for this book is 29 January 2012, the seventieth anniversary of the very first programme.

So it was that John McCormack (with 40) was chosen by more castaways than Carole King, Madness, Santana, Steely Dan, The Moody Blues, Hank Williams, The Carpenters, The Doors, Electric Light Orchestra and The Small Faces put together!

Similarly, I find it hard to believe that 10cc, Cream, Duran Duran, Chris Isaak, Sade, Status Quo, Tom Petty And The Heartbreakers, Steve Winwood and Frank Zappa were all chosen just once each and that not one of The Allman Brothers, America, Crowded House, Bo Diddley, Fairport Convention, The Four Tops, The Hollies, The Isley Brothers, Joe Jackson, Manfred Mann, Simple Minds, Sly And The Family Stone and The Style Council was chosen at all!

I’m not particularly knowledgeable about classical music but I’m useful with a database and so I faithfully recorded the most popular composers (all fairly predictable) and works. In addition, I included the results of the BBC’s own 2011 survey of listeners’ choices, and it was interesting to compare and contrast the aggregated choices of the guests with those of the listeners. The former are more highbrow and esoteric; the latter more populist and mainstream.

When it came to the luxuries and books, I aimed for eclecticism. With the luxuries, some guests were scrupulously honest and chose things that would enhance their lives on the desert island. Others … well, I would draw your attention to the ‘Unique Luxuries Chosen’ here. I particularly liked Benjamin Zephaniah’s request for the law of the land (so he could break it) and Felix Dennis’s choice of a very long stainless-steel shaft to encourage pole-dancing mermaids.

As for the book choices, it’s quite clear that some guests use the programme as an opportunity to show off their erudition – hence the ‘popularity’ of Tolstoy, Proust and Joyce. As with the music choices, it’s at least worth pondering some surprises. Proust alone was selected by more castaways (48) than Evelyn Waugh, Ernest Hemingway, John Steinbeck, John Buchan, G. K. Chesterton, Agatha Christie, D. H. Lawrence, J. D. Salinger, Kingsley Amis, Saul Bellow, Anthony Burgess, Albert Camus, J. P. Donleavy, John Fowles, Laurie Lee, Harper Lee, Doris Lessing, George MacDonald Fraser, V. S. Naipaul, George Orwell, Kurt Vonnegut and John Wyndham put together.

Meanwhile, it’s extraordinary to think that not one of the novels by Martin Amis, J. G. Ballard, Truman Capote, Joseph Conrad, William Golding, Günter Grass, Graham Greene, Ian McEwan, Iris Murdoch, Boris Pasternak, Terry Pratchett, Philip Roth, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Muriel Spark, John Updike or Keith Waterhouse was chosen at all.

That’s Graham Greene – as in the finest writer of the twentieth century (I know, I’m editorializing here). It is true that his brother, the former director-general of the BBC Sir Hugh Greene (1983), did choose, as a record, an excerpt from Greene’s In Search of a Character: Two African Journals, a work of non-fiction. But still. It is extraordinary.

Oh well, there’s always time.

Finally, a brief note about the castaways and their titles: throughout the book a title or honorific is given only when the castaway had already been awarded it at the time of their appearance on the programme. You will find a full list of the Flotsam & Jetsam castaways at the end of the book.

Desert Island Discs will continue to run for as long as there are people willing to share their choices and listeners who are keen to listen to them.

Here’s to the next 70 years!

Mitchell Symons
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THE PRESENTERS

Roy Plomley (1942–1985)

Michael Parkinson (1986–1988)

Sue Lawley (1988–2006)

Kirsty Young (2006–present)
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THE ANNIVERSARY GUESTS

The very first guest was Vic Oliver, on 29 January 1942.

The tenth-anniversary guest was actress Jeanne de Casalis, on 29 January 1952.

The twentieth-anniversary guest was actor Sir John Gielgud, on 29 January 1962.

The thirtieth-anniversary guest was opera singer Stuart Burrows, on 29 January 1972.

The fortieth-anniversary guest was musician Paul McCartney, on 30 January 1982.

The fiftieth-anniversary guest was Prime Minister John Major, on 26 January 1992.

The sixtieth-anniversary guest was Viscount Linley, on 3 February 2002.

The seventieth-anniversary guest was naturalist Sir David Attenborough, on 29 January 2012.
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THE FIRST TEN CASTAWAYS (IN 1942)

Vic Oliver (Comedian)

James Agate (Critic)

Commander Campbell (Mariner and Explorer)

C. B. Cochran (Showman)

Pat Kirkwood (Actress)

Jack Hylton (Bandleader)

Captain Dingle (Explorer)

Joan Jay (Fashion Glamour Girl)

The Rev. Canon W. H. Elliott (Precentor of the Chapels Royal)

Arthur Askey (Comedian)
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THE TWO PEOPLE WHO WERE ON FOUR TIMES

Arthur Askey (1942, 1955, 1968, 1980)

Sir David Attenborough (1957, 1979, 1998, 2012)
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ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE ON THREE TIMES

Petula Clark (1951, 1982, 1995)

Michael Crawford (1971, 1978, 1999)

Sir David Frost (1963, 1971, 2005)

Robertson Hare (1951, 1959, 1972)

Stanley Holloway (1951, 1962, 1975) – already 60 on the first occasion

Barry Humphries (1973, 2009 and as Dame Edna Everage 1988)

Dame Celia Johnson (1945, 1954, 1975)

Sir Charles Mackerras (1959, 1975, 1999)

Sir John Mills (1951, 1973, 2000)

Sir John Mortimer (1968, 1982, 2001)

Peter Ustinov (1951, 1956, 1977)

Sir Terry Wogan (1983, 1988, 2012)
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ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WERE ON TWICE

Kingsley Amis (1961, 1986)

Julie Andrews (1964, 1992)

John Arlott (1953, 1975)

Sir Frederick Ashton (1959, 1981)

Richard Attenborough (1952, 1964)

Isobel Baillie (1955, 1970)

Dame Beryl Bainbridge (1986, 2008)

Dame Janet Baker (1968, 1982)

Dame Joan Bakewell (1972, 2009)

Jill Balcon (1945, 2007)

John Barry (1967, 1999)

Richard Rodney Bennett (1968, 1997)

Stan Barstow (1964, 1986)

Tony Bennett (1972, 1987)

Sir John Betjeman (1954, 1975)

John Bird (1968, 2000) (actor and comedian)

Cilla Black (1964, 1988)

Peter Blake (1979, 1997)

Sir Arthur Bliss (1959, 1972)

Claire Bloom (1955, 1982)

Dirk Bogarde (1964, 1989)

Sir Chris Bonington (1973, 1999)

Sir Adrian Boult (1960, 1979)

Julian Bream (1961, 1983)

Richard Briers (1967, 2000)
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Raymond Briggs (1983, 2005)

Dave Brubeck (1959, 1999)

Dora Bryan (1956, 1987)

Sir Arthur Bryant (1960, 1979)

Marti Caine (1979, 1991)

Ian Carmichael (1958, 1979)

Robert Carrier (1965, 1987)

Jackie Charlton (1972, 1996)

George Chisholm (1963, 1982)

John Cleese (1971, 1997)

John Clements (1951, 1964)

Sebastian Coe (1981, 2009)

Joan Collins (1961, 1989)

Fay Compton (1952, 1974)

Billy Connolly (1977, 2001)
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Dame Gladys Cooper (1952, 1967)

Ronnie Corbett (1971, 2007)

Cicely Courtneidge (1951, 1957)

Quentin Crewe (1984, 1996)

Sinéad Cusack (1983, 2002)

John Dankworth (1957, 1986)

Sir Robin Day (1969, 1990)

Cecil Day-Lewis (1960, 1968)

Dame Ninette de Valois (1966, 1991)

Dame Judi Dench (1972, 1998)

Monica Dickens (1951, 1970)

David Dimbleby (1974, 2008)

Sacha Distel (1971, 2004)

Ken Dodd (1963, 1990)

Sir Anton Dolin (1955, 1982)

Diana Dors (1961, 1981)

Sir Anthony Dowell (1975, 1998)

Margaret Drabble (1968, 2001)

Jimmy Edwards (1951, 1961)

Mary Ellis (1954, 1982)

Gwen Ffrangcon-Davies (1962, 1988)

Dame Gracie Fields (1951, 1961)

Sir Ranulph Fiennes (1983, 1994)

Michael Flanders (1965, and 1958 with Donald Swann)

Bruce Forsyth (1962, 1996)

Dick Francis (1967, 1998)

Lady Antonia Fraser (1969, 2008)

Sir John Gielgud (1962, 1981)

Hermione Gingold (1952, 1969)

Tito Gobbi (1958, 1979)

Rumer Godden (1975, 1996)

Stewart Granger (1945, 1981)

Frederick Grisewood (1945, 1960)

Sir Alec Guinness (1960, 1977)

Henry Hall (1952, 1968)

Sir Peter Hall (1965, 1983)

Joan Hammond (1951, 1970)

Sheila Hancock (1965, 2000)

Robert Hardy (1978, 2011)

Earl of Harewood (1965, 1981)
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Rolf Harris (1967, 1999)

Tom Harrisson (1943, 1972)

Lord Healey (1978, 2009)

Sir Robert Helpmann (1953, 1978)

Sir Alan P. Herbert (1955, 1970)

Jack Higgins (1981, 2006)

Graham Hill (1963, 1974)

Susan Hill (1974, 1996)

Earl Hines (1957, 1980)
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Thora Hird (1968, 1989)

Valerie Hobson (1945, 1954)

Michael Holroyd (1977, 2000)

Sir Michael Hordern (1967, 1987)

Kenneth Horne (1961, and 1952 with Richard Murdoch)

Elizabeth Jane Howard (1972, 1995)

Frankie Howerd (1959, 1982)

Bobby Howes (1945, 1954)

Sir Fred Hoyle (1954, 1986)

David Hughes (1956, 1970)

Richard Ingrams (1972, 2008)

Jeremy Irons (1986, 2006)

Glenda Jackson (1971, 1997)

Clive James (1980, 2000)

P. D. James (1982, 2002)

Eileen Joyce (1945, 1955)

Thomas Keneally (1983, 2007)

Deborah Kerr (1945, 1977)

Pat Kirkwood (1942, 1955)

Robin Knox-Johnston (1970, 1990)

Dame Cleo Laine (1958, 1997)

Sir Osbert Lancaster (1955, 1979)

Evelyn Laye (1954, 1969)

C. A. Lejeune (1942, 1957)

Alvar Liddell (1945, 1969)

John Lill (1970, 2001)

Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber (1973, 1999)

Margaret Lockwood (1951, 1972)

Elizabeth, Countess of Longford (1979, 2002)

Jacques Loussier (1967, 1987)

Joanna Lumley (1987, 2007)

Moura Lympany (1957, 1979)

Dame Vera Lynn (1951, 1989)
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Humphrey Lyttelton (1956, 2006)

Lorin Maazel (1971, 2005)

George MacDonald Fraser (1978, 2001)

Sir Fitzroy MacLean (1962, 1981)

Dame Alicia Markova (1958, 2002)

George Martin (1982, 1995)

James Mason (1961, 1981)

Sir Peter Maxwell Davies (1983, 2005)

Sir Robert Mayer (1965, 1979)

Kenneth McKellar (1961, 1977)

Sir Ian McKellen (1971, 2003)

Virginia McKenna (1966, 2004)

Yehudi Menuhin (1955, 1977)

Sir Jonathan Miller (1971, 2005)

Spike Milligan (1956, 1978)

Warren Mitchell (1967, 1999)

Bob Monkhouse (1998, and 1955 with Denis Goodwin)

Gerald Moore (1951, 1967)

Kenneth More (1956, 1969)

Dr Desmond Morris (1968, 2004)

Jan Morris (1983, 2002)

Peggy Mount (1968, 1996)

Malcolm Muggeridge (1956, 1981)

Frank Muir (1976, and 1960 with Denis Norden)

Barbara Mullen (1946, 1971)

Richard Murdoch (1961, and 1952 with Kenneth Horne)

Boyd Neel (1952, 1963)

Peter Nichols (1981, 2000)

John Julius Norwich (1975, 1997)

Sir Trevor Nunn (1968, 2003)

Edna O’Brien (1987, 2007)

John Ogdon (1967, 1989)

Vic Oliver (1942, 1955)

John Osborne (1959, 1982)

Alan Parker (1986, 2000)

Sir Peter Pears (1969, 1983)

Paco Peña (1978, 1999)

Siân Phillips (1979, 1997)

John Piper (1970, 1983)

Roy Plomley (1942, 1958)

Dame Joan Plowright (1981, 2006)

[image: images]

Dennis Potter (1977, 1988)

Dilys Powell (1957, 1991)

Michael Powell (1942, and 1980 with Emeric Pressburger)

André Previn (1967, 1996)

James Prior (1975, 1987)

Anthony Quayle (1957, 1976)

Steve Race (1959, 1971)

Frederic Raphael (1981, 2006)

Sir Simon Rattle (1978, 2008)

Ralph Reader (1944, 1961)

Sir Michael Redgrave (1945, 1955)

Brian Reece (1953, 1961)

Beryl Reid (1963, 1983)

Sir Tim Rice (1976, 2004)

Sir Ralph Richardson (1953, 1979)

John Ridgway (1986, and 1966 with Chay Blyth)

Sir Brian Rix (1960, 2009)

Alec Robertson (1957, 1972)

Sir Bobby Robson (1986, 2004)

Patricia Routledge (1974, 1999)

Lord Sainsbury (1992, 2004)

Vidal Sassoon (1970, 2011)

John Schlesinger (1967, 1991)

Peter Scott (1951, 1961)

Ronald Searle (1959, 2005)

Sir Harry Secombe (1956, 1997)
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Phyllis Sellick (2002, and 1963 with her husband, Cyril Smith)

Athene Seyler (1956, 1988)

David Shepherd (1971, 1999)

Donald Sinden (1956, 1982)

Stephen Sondheim (1980, 2000)

Sir Stephen Spender (1962, 1989)

Terence Stamp (1987, 2006)

Tommy Steele (1957, 1969)

James Stewart (1974, 1983)

Christopher Stone (1952, 1957)

Eric Sykes (1957, 1997)

Jimmy Tarbuck (1972, 2004)

Barbara Taylor Bradford (1985, 2003)

Dame Maggie Teyte (1951, 1968)

Irene Thomas (1979, 1997)

Terry Thomas (1956, 1970)

Sir Michael Tippett (1968, 1985)

Paul Tortelier (1964, 1984)

Dame Eva Turner (1956, 1982)
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Sir Laurens van der Post (1959, 1996)

Sir William Walton (1965, 1982)

Elsie and Doris Waters (1958, 1972)

Elisabeth Welch (1952, 1990)

Fay Weldon (1980, 2010)

Sir Arnold Wesker (1966, 2006)

Katharine Whitehorn (1966, 2005)

June Whitfield (1973, 1990)

Emlyn Williams (1942, 1975)

Kenneth Williams (1961, 1987)

Baroness Shirley Williams (1986, 2006)

Barbara Windsor (1970, 1990)

Sir Norman Wisdom (1953, 2000)

Ernie Wise (1990, and 1966 with Eric Morecambe)

Victoria Wood (1987, 2007)

David Wynne (1964, 1997)

Franco Zeffirelli (1978, 2003)
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ALL THE HUSBANDS AND WIVES WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

THE TWO PEOPLE in question were not necessarily married to each other at the time of their appearance. The first one to appear on the programme is listed first.

Pat Kirkwood (1942 and 1955) and Hubert Gregg (1966)

Vic Oliver (1942 and 1955) and Sarah Churchill (1966)

Jill Balcon (1945 and 2007) and Cecil Day-Lewis (1960 and 1968)

Stewart Granger (1945) and Jean Simmons (1975)

Dame Celia Johnson (1945, 1954 and 1975) and Peter Fleming (1951)

Sir Michael Redgrave (1945 and 1955) and Rachel Kempson, Lady Redgrave (1989)

Cicely Courtneidge (1951 and 1957) and Jack Hulbert (1952)

Kay Hammond (February 1951) and John Clements (March 1951 and 1964)

Peter Scott (1951 and 1961) and Elizabeth Jane Howard (1972 and 1995)

Richard Attenborough (1952 and 1964) and Sheila Sim (1953)

Hermione Gingold (1952 and 1969) and Eric Maschwitz (1956)

Sonnie Hale (1952) and Jessie Matthews (1954)

Sonnie Hale (1952) and Evelyn Laye (1954 and 1969)

Esmond Knight (1952) and Nora Swinburne (1953)

Roger Livesey (1952) and Ursula Jeans (1955)

Anna Neagle (1952) and Herbert Wilcox (1955)

Dame Sybil Thorndike (1952) and Sir Lewis Casson (1965)

Pamela Kellino (1953) and James Mason (1961 and 1981)

Margaret Leighton (1954) and Laurence Harvey (1955)

Margaret Leighton (1954) and Michael Wilding (1961)

Claire Bloom (1955 and 1982) and Rod Steiger (1999)

Barbara Kelly (May 1955) and Bernard Braden (December 1955)

Sir Osbert Lancaster (1955 and 1979) and Anne Scott-James (2004)

Leslie Caron (1956) and Sir Peter Hall (1965 and 1983)

Bebe Daniels (1956) and Ben Lyon (1958)

Janette Scott (1956) and Mel Tormé (1976)

John Dankworth (1957 and 1986) and Dame Cleo Laine (1958 and 1997)

Peter Sellers (1957) and Britt Ekland (1994)

Moira Shearer (1957) and Ludovic Kennedy (1971)

John Osborne (1959 and 1982) and Mary Ure (1961)

John Osborne (1959 and 1982) and Jill Bennett (1969)

Ronald Searle (1959 and 2005) and Kaye Webb (1993)

Anthony Newley (1960) and Joan Collins (1961 and 1989)

Michael Somes (1960) and Antoinette Sibley (1974)

Kingsley Amis (1961 and 1986) and Elizabeth Jane Howard (1972 and 1995)

Coral Browne (1961) and Vincent Price (1969)

Roy Hay (1961) and Frances Perry (1980)

Hattie Jacques (1961) and John Le Mesurier (1973)

Pamela Hansford Johnson (1962) and C. P. Snow (1975)

Sir Stephen Spender (1962 and 1989) and Natasha Spender (2007)

Group Captain Leonard Cheshire (1963) and Sue Ryder (1987)

Dorothy Squires (1963) and Roger Moore (1981)

Sir Peter Hall (1965 and 1983) and Maria Ewing (1999)

Sheila Hancock (1965 and 2000) and John Thaw (1990)

Earl of Harewood (1965 and 1981) and Marion Stein (1973)

MacDonald Hastings (1965) and Anne Scott-James (2004)

Hayley Mills (1965) and Roy Boulting (with John Boulting, 1974)

Harold Pinter (1965) and Lady Antonia Fraser (1969 and 2008)

Sir William Walton (1965 and 1982) and Susana Walton (2002)

Virginia McKenna (1966 and 2004) and Denholm Elliott (1974)

Lilli Palmer (1966) and Rex Harrison (1979)

Katharine Whitehorn (1966 and 2005) and Gavin Lyall (1976)

André Previn (1967 and 1996) and Anne-Sophie Mutter (1986)

Jeremy Thorpe (1967) and Marion Stein (1973)

Margaret Drabble (1968 and 2001) and Michael Holroyd (1977 and 2000)

Sir Trevor Nunn (1968 and 2003) and Janet Suzman (1978)

Dr Roy Strong (1970) and Julia Trevelyan Oman (1971)

Robert Bolt (1971) and Sarah Miles (1990)

Maggie Smith (1972) and Robert Stephens (1979)

Lord Longford (1975) and Elizabeth, Countess of Longford (1979 and 2002)

Julia Foster (1976) and Bruce Fogle (2001)

Billy Connolly (1977 and 2001) and Pamela Stephenson (1982)

Shirley Conran (1977) and Sir Terence Conran (1996)

Jacqueline du Pré (1977) and Daniel Barenboim (2006)

Jane Grigson (1978) and Geoffrey Grigson (1982)

Josephine Barstow (1979) and Terry Hands (1981)

Roald Dahl (1979) and Patricia Neal (1988)

Earl of Snowdon (1980) and Princess Margaret (1981)

Timothy West (1980) and Prunella Scales (1992)

Jeffrey Archer (1981) and Mary Archer (1988)

Daniel Massey (1981) and Penelope Wilton (2008)

Sinéad Cusack (1983 and 2002) and Jeremy Irons (1986 and 2006)

Madhur Jaffrey (1985) and Saeed Jaffrey (1997)

Phil Edmonds (1986) and Frances Edmonds (1987)

Maureen Lipman (1986) and Jack Rosenthal (1998)

Jeremy Lloyd (January 1987) and Joanna Lumley (September 1987 and 2007)

Jane Asher (1988) and Gerald Scarfe (1989)
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Anita Dobson (1988) and Brian May (2002)

Neil Kinnock (1988) and Glenys Kinnock (1994)

Lady Lucinda Lambton (1989) and Sir Peregrine Worsthorne (1992)

John Major (1992) and Dame Norma Major (2000)

Lord Norman Tebbit (1992) and Lady Margaret Tebbit (1995)

Alison Steadman (1995) and Mike Leigh (1997)

Harold Evans (April 2000) and Tina Brown (December 2000)

Meera Syal (2003) and Sanjeev Bhaskar (2008)
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Vivien Leigh (1952) and Dame Joan Plowright (1981 and 2006) were both married to Sir Laurence Olivier.

Pamela Brown (1953) lived with Michael Powell (1942 and 1980 – the latter appearance was with film producer Emeric Pressburger) until her death in 1975.

Nigel Balchin (1954) and Michael Ayrton (1955) were both married to Elisabeth Walshe.

Peter Sellers (1957) and Sir David Frost (1963, 1971 and 2005) were both married to Lynne Frederick.

Cyril Connolly (1966) and George Weidenfeld (1990) were both married to Barbara Skelton.

Maya Angelou (1987) and Germaine Greer (1988) were both married to Paul du Feu.
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ALL THE FATHERS AND SONS WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Ted Kavanagh (1951) and P. J. Kavanagh (1974)

Ted Ray (1952) and Robin Ray (1974)

Richard Dimbleby (1958) and David Dimbleby (1974 and 2008)

Kingsley Amis (1961 and 1986) and Martin Amis (1996)

Robert Morley (1962) and Sheridan Morley (1974)

MacDonald Hastings (1965) and Max Hastings (1986)

Raymond Postgate (1968) and Oliver Postgate (2007)

Marquess of Bath (1975) and Marquess of Bath (2001)

Earl of Snowdon (1980) and Viscount Linley (2002)

Sir Terence Conran (1996) and Jasper Conran (1995)1

1 This is the only example of a father going on the show after his son had been on.
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ALL THE FATHERS AND DAUGHTERS WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Bobby Howes (1945 and 1954) and Sally Ann Howes (1951)

Sir Michael Redgrave (1945 and 1955) and Vanessa Redgrave (1964)

Sir Michael Redgrave (1945 and 1955) and Lynn Redgrave (1970)

Sir John Mills (1951, 1973 and 2000) and Hayley Mills (1965)

Nigel Balchin (1954) and Dr Penelope Leach (1992)

Sir Michael Balcon (1961) and Jill Balcon (1945 and 2007)2

Lord Longford (1975) and Lady Antonia Fraser (1969 and 2008)2

Lord Longford (1975) and Rachel Billington (1983)

Eric Thompson (1975) and Emma Thompson (2010)

Nigel Lawson (1989) and Nigella Lawson (2003)
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2 The daughter went on the show before her father.
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ALL THE MOTHERS AND SONS WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Lady Diana Cooper (1969) and John Julius Norwich (1975 and 1997)

Shirley Conran (1977) and Jasper Conran (1995)

Princess Margaret (1981) and Viscount Linley (2002)

Anne Scott-James (2004) and Max Hastings (1986)3

3 This is the only example of a mother going on the show after her son.
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ALL THE MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Thora Hird (1968 and 1989) and Janette Scott (1956)

Elizabeth, Countess of Longford (1979 and 2002) and Lady Antonia Fraser (1969 and 2008)

Elizabeth, Countess of Longford (1979 and 2002) and Rachel Billington (1983)4

Rachel Kempson, Lady Redgrave (1989) and Vanessa Redgrave (1964)

Rachel Kempson, Lady Redgrave (1989) and Lynn Redgrave (1970)

4 This is the only example of a mother going on the show before her daughter.

[image: images]

ALL THE PAIRS OF BROTHERS WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Peter Fleming (1951) and Ian Fleming (1963)

Richard Attenborough (1952, 1964) and Sir David Attenborough (1957, 1979, 1998, 2012)

Sir John Gielgud (January 1962, 1981) and Val Gielgud (November 1962)

William Douglas-Home (1964) and Sir Alec Douglas-Home (1977)

David Kossoff (1964) and Alan Keith (1971)

Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber (1973 and 1999) and Julian Lloyd Webber (1981)

Edward Fox (1979) and James Fox (1983)

Sir Lew Grade (1987) and Sir Bernard Delfont (1991)
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ALL THE PAIRS OF SISTERS WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Isabel Jeans (1953) and Ursula Jeans (1955)

Hermione Baddeley (1959) and Angela Baddeley (1974)

Joan Collins (1961, 1989) and Jackie Collins (1986)

Vanessa Redgrave (1964) and Lynn Redgrave (1970)

Sarah Churchill (1966) and Mary, Lady Soames (1992)

Margaret Drabble (1968 and 2001) and A. S. Byatt (1991)
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Lady Antonia Fraser (1969 and 2008) and Rachel Billington (1983)
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Not two, but three sisters who have appeared on the show: Jessica Mitford (1977), the Duchess of Devonshire (with her husband in 1982) and Diana, Lady Mosley (1989).
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ALL THE PAIRS OF BROTHER AND SISTER WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Binnie Hale (October 1952) and Sonnie Hale (November 1952)

Sir Compton Mackenzie (February 1952) and Fay Compton (May 1952 and 1974)

Jack Warner (1953) and Elsie and Doris Waters (1958 and 1972)

Yehudi Menuhin (1955 and 1977) and Hephzibah Menuhin (1958)

Stirling Moss (1956) and Pat Moss (1963)

Anna Massey (1961) and Daniel Massey (1981)

Lord Rothschild (1984) and Miriam Rothschild (1989)
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FATHERS-IN-LAW AND SONS-IN-LAW WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Eric Barker (1957) and Anthony Hopkins (1985)

Sir Michael Balcon (1961) and Cecil Day-Lewis (1960)5

Sir Stephen Spender (1962 and 1989) and Barry Humphries (1973 and 2009)

Lord Longford (1975) and Harold Pinter (1965)5

Roy Dotrice (1977) and Edward Woodward (1974)5

David Puttnam (1984) and Loyd Grossman (1997)

5 In each case, the son-in-law went on the show before the father-in-law.

[image: images]

Clement Freud (1967) was the father of Emma Freud, the partner of Richard Curtis (1999).
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MOTHERS-IN-LAW AND SONS-IN-LAW WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Dorothy Dickson (1952) and Anthony Quayle (1957 and 1976)

Dame Gladys Cooper (1952 and 1967) and Robert Morley (1962)

Thora Hird (1968 and 1989) and Mel Tormé (1976)

Elizabeth, Countess of Longford (1979 and 2002) and Harold Pinter (1965)

Maureen O’Sullivan (1974) and André Previn (1967 and 1996)6

Natasha Spender (2007) and Barry Humphries (1973 and 2009)6

6 In each case, the son-in-law went on the show before the mother-in-law.
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GRANDMOTHER AND GRANDSON WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Dame Gladys Cooper (1952 and 1967) and Sheridan Morley (1974)
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BROTHERS-IN-LAW AND SISTERS-IN-LAW WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Roger Livesey (1952) and Isabel Jeans (1953)

Binnie Hale (1952) and Jessie Matthews (1954)

Binnie Hale (1952) and Evelyn Laye (1954 and 1969)

Diane Cilento (1960) and Peter Shaffer (1979)

Anthony Newley (1960) and Jackie Collins (1986)

Lord Longford (1975) and Anthony Powell (1976)

Patrick Lichfield (1981) and the Duke of Westminster (1995)

Maurice Saatchi (1995) and Nigella Lawson (2003)

Sir Terence Conran (1996) and Antonio Carluccio (2008)

Nick Hornby (2003) and Robert Harris (2010)
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Louis Kentner (1962) shared a mother-in-law – Evelyn Suart – with Yehudi Menuhin (1955, 1977).
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UNCLES AND NEPHEWS WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Leslie Howard (1942) and Alan Howard (1981)

Alec Waugh (1975) and Auberon Waugh (1986)

Sir Lew Grade (1987) and Michael Grade (1992)

Sir Bernard Delfont (1991) and Michael Grade (1992)

[image: images]

UNCLE AND NIECE WHO HAVE APPEARED ON THE SHOW

Christopher Lee (1995) and Dame Harriet Walter (2011)
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COUSINS WHO HAVE BEEN ON THE SHOW

Margaret Rutherford (1953) and Tony Benn (1989)

Terry Thomas (1956, 1970) and Richard Briers (1967, 2000)

Ernest Thesiger (1959) and Wilfred Thesiger (1979)

Ian Fleming (1963) and Christopher Lee (1995)

Earl of Harewood (1965, 1981) and Princess Margaret (1981)

Sir Ranulph Fiennes (1983, 1994) and Ralph Fiennes (1999)

Antony Sher (1987) and Ronald Harwood (2000)

Christabel Bielenberg (1992) and Viscount Rothermere (1996)
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GROOMS AND BEST MEN WHO HAVE BEEN ON THE SHOW
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OTHER CONNECTIONS BETWEEN CASTAWAYS

The daughter of Dame Daphne du Maurier (1977) married the son of Viscount Montgomery of Alamein (1969).

While in prison, T. Dan Smith (1968) was involved in amateur dramatics and encouraged fellow prisoner Leslie Grantham (1989) to pursue a career as a professional actor. (Grantham was later to star in the BBC soap opera EastEnders.)

The GP father of Nicholas Parsons (2007) delivered Margaret Thatcher (1978).

David Tennant (2009) was born David John McDonald but had to change his name because there was another David McDonald already on the books of the actors’ union Equity. So he adopted the professional name ‘Tennant’ – inspired by Neil Tennant (2007) of the Pet Shop Boys, after reading a copy of Smash Hits magazine.

Barbara Pym (1978)’s career was revived in 1977 when two prominent writers, Lord David Cecil (1969) and Philip Larkin (1976), nominated her as the most underrated writer of the century.

Hammond Innes (1972) bequeathed Celia Imrie (2011) his London house. He’d been a friend of her mother.

In 1959, Lord Soper (1966) was preaching at a meeting in Ballymena, Northern Ireland, which was also attended by the Rev. Ian Paisley (1988). A Bible was hurled from the crowd and hit Lord Soper on the head after he described Paisley as an ‘intellectual rabbit’. Paisley was subsequently fined for disturbing the peace.

[image: images]

After Sir John Gielgud (1962 and 1981) was arrested for ‘persistently importuning male persons for immoral purposes’, Edward Chapman (1968) started a petition to force him to resign from Equity. Sir Laurence Olivier reportedly threw Chapman out of his dressing room when he asked him to sign the petition.

Sir A. J. Ayer (1984) was the stepfather of Nigella Lawson (2003).

Jane Asher (1988) was engaged to Paul McCartney (1982).
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PAIRS OF CASTAWAYS WHO DIED ON THE SAME DAY

Jim Laker and Otto Preminger – 23 April 1986

Cecil Day-Lewis and Margaret Rutherford – 22 May 1972

Bernard Miles and Dame Peggy Ashcroft – 14 June 1991

Benny Green and Maureen O’Sullivan – 22 June 1998

Sir John Gielgud and Barbara Cartland – 21 May 2000

Alistair Cooke and Hubert Gregg – 30 March 2004

Patricia Neal and Jack Parnell – 8 August 2010
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CASTAWAYS’ UNUSUAL OCCUPATIONS

Dr Gwen Adshead (2010), Forensic Psychotherapist

Valentine Britten (1956), BBC Gramophone Librarian

John Brooke-Little (1974), Richmond Herald of Arms

Peter Bull (1983), Actor, Teddy Bear Expert

Charlie Cairoli (1976), Clown

Stanley Dangerfield (1975), Dog Show Judge

Vivian de Gurr St George (1954), Piccadilly Shoeblack

Fred Dibnah (1991), Steeplejack

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Vivian Dunn (1971), former Music Director of Royal Marines

Percy Edwards (1957), Animal Imitator

Eileen Fowler (1974), Physical Exercise Instructor

Oleg Gordievsky (2008), KGB Colonel

Rev. John Graham (2011), Crossword Compiler

Dr W. Grey Walter (1961), Roboticist

Rosina Harrison (1976), Lady Astor’s Lady’s Maid

Christopher Hopper (1966), Manager of the Royal Albert Hall

Maurice Jacobson (1969), Music Festivals Adjudicator

Heather Jenner (1967), Owner of a Marriage Bureau

C. A. Joyce (1971), Prison Worker

Harry Loman (1973), Stage-door Keeper

Emily MacManus (1966), Retired Matron

Robert Marx (1965), Underwater Archaeologist

Alan Pegler (1969), Owner of the Flying Scotsman

Philippe Petit (2005), High-wire Artist and Acrobat

Nicolai Poliakoff (1963), Coco the Clown

Percy Press (1974), Punch and Judy Puppeteer

T. R. Robinson (1963), Horologist

Clive Stafford Smith (2004), Death-row Lawyer

Doris Stokes (1985), Medium

Irene Thomas (1979 and 1997), Brain of Britain Radio Personality

Stanley Unwin (1962), Inventor of Nonsense Language, Comedian

Leslie Welch (1955), Memory Expert

Barbara Woodhouse (1980), Dog Trainer

Maurice Woodruff (1971), Psychic, Clairvoyant, Astrologer

Lavinia Young (1964), Matron of Westminster Hospital
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AGREED TO APPEAR ON DESERT ISLAND DISCS BUT REFUSED TO BE ON THIS IS YOUR LIFE

Danny Blanchflower (1960): he later explained, ‘I consider
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