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Introduction

Hi, I’m Lucie. I’m 23 years old, and I’m the creator of The Camelia Bijoux jewelry brand and editor of the DIY blog The Camelia. I’ve always loved creating things. When I was little, I loved drawing, cutting, assembling, gluing . . . and as soon as I was old enough to create something other than modeling clay ice creams and clumsy coloring book creations, I turned to jewelry design. Over time, my designs have become more and more accomplished. When my girlfriends would ask me where I got my jewelry, I could proudly say “I made it!” I started selling my jewelry at the age of 11, and I haven’t stopped since. Today, I create jewelry that combines fine gold-plated brass and traditional Moroccan embroidery—a blend of tradition and modernity.

Besides creating my designs, I also enjoy sharing my expertise and ideas through my DIY blog and books, and by hosting creative workshops. I strive to make even the most complex designs accessible to everyone through my tutorials. I truly believe that anyone can create things with their own two hands!

In 2015, I discovered bead weaving, and “fell in love” with Miyuki beads. I was instantly drawn to the different weaving techniques that can be used to create a wide variety of bracelets, pendants, and earrings. This book brings together five different techniques to help you get started or improve your skills.

So, grab yourself some beads, get settled, and start weaving!

Lucie Fossemalle


Tools and Materials

All the jewelry in this book is made using Miyuki Delica 11/0 beads. These tiny seed beads, originally from Japan, are perfectly cylindrical and allow up to five strands of thread to pass through them. Thanks to their quality, the resulting weave is fine and uniform. These beads come in a wide range of colors and are sold in 5- or 8-gram packs. An 8-gram pack contains around 1,400 beads. You won’t need that much for the projects in this book; for example, around 260 beads are used for Bird on a Perch Necklace (page 64).
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1. Jewelry pliers: cutting (left) and chain nose (right)

2. Extra-strong glue

3. Bead loom

4. Hoop ear wires with crimp closures

5. French hook ear wires

6. Lobster clasps, 10mm

7. Jump rings: medium (Ø = 5mm) and small (Ø = 2–3mm)

8. Fine chain

9. Beading thread: Ø = 0.25mm (I use C-LON and One-G)

10. Beading needle

11. Nylon thread (for loom):
Ø = 0.25mm for warp threads (stretched on the loom)
Ø = 0.1mm for the weft threads (passed through the needle and threaded onto the beads)

12. Brass wire (Ø = 0.3mm)

13. Miyuki Delica 11/0 beads




Weaving Techniques

Cross Weave

This weaving is done freehand (without a loom) using brass wire, the ends of which cross inside the beads. This technique does not allow for very elaborate shapes, but rather simple ones like rectangles, triangles, and diamonds.

Peyote Stitch

Peyote weaving is done freehand, with rows offset from each other. The technique varies slightly at the end of the row, based on whether your selected number of beads at the start is even or odd. When it comes to circular peyote weaving, which allows you to weave a bracelet without adding a clasp, the end-of-row technique is also different for even- and odd-count peyotes.

Brick Stitch

Brick weaving is done freehand, with rows offset from each other much like a brick wall (hence the name). In this technique, the thread passes through each bead twice, making the weave stronger. This weave is particularly suitable for patterns featuring diagonals, triangles, and chevrons.

Loom Weaving

This technique uses stretched warp threads to form the structure of the weave, resulting in straight lines. The beads are then threaded onto a weft thread and woven between these stretched threads. They are, therefore, perfectly aligned.


JEWELRY ASSEMBLY: JUMP RINGS
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1. Place the ring with the slot facing upward. Hold it with your fingers on one side and the chain-nose pliers on the other.
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2. Open the ring by rotating one end toward you and the other in the opposite direction. Twist; do not open like a book.
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3. To close it again after inserting a clasp ring or other fastener, take hold of it as in step 1. Bring the ends together until it is closed.







CROSS-WEAVE TECHNIQUE

[image: ]

1. On the brass wire, pick up the beads for the first row. Form a U with the wire, so half of the wire is on the right and half on the left.



[image: ]

2. Pick up the beads for the second row onto the right wire.
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3. Pass the left wire through the beads on the right wire, so that the wires cross inside the beads.
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4. Tighten by pulling evenly on both wire ends so that the beads sit well.





EVEN-COUNT PEYOTE STITCH
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1. Using a needle, pick up the beads that will form the first row (blue) and the second row (orange) alternately onto the thread. Slide them to the end of the thread.
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2. Pick up the first bead for the third row (#7) and then pass it through the last bead of the second row (#5). Tighten the thread until the bead is positioned correctly.
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3. Pick up the second bead for the third row (#8), then pass the needle through bead #3. Bead #4 is skipped.
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4. Repeat step 3 to add bead #9.
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5. Follow steps 2–4 to add the fourth row (yellow), but one row above and from left to right.
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6. To finish, pass the needle through the woven beads in a random zigzag pattern. Apply a dot of glue to the thread. Once the glue is dry, cut the thread flush with the bead.





ODD-COUNT PEYOTE STITCH
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1. Using a needle, pick up the beads that will form the first row (blue) and the second row (orange) alternately onto the thread. Slide them to the end of the thread.
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2. Pick up the first bead for the third row (#6), then pass it through the last bead of the second row (#4). Tighten the thread until the bead is positioned correctly. Continue the row as shown in steps 3–4 of Even-Count Peyote Stitch (page 11).
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3. At the end of the third row (green), pass the needle through the first bead on the first row (#1).
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4. Pass the needle diagonally through beads #2 and #3.
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5. Pass the needle diagonally through beads #7, #2, and #1.
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6. Pass the needle back through the last bead on the third row (#8).
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7. Weave the fourth (yellow) and fifth (pink) rows as before. When you reach the end of the fifth row, pass the needle diagonally through beads #8 and #2.
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8. Pass the needle diagonally through beads #9 and #8.
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9. Pass the needle back through the last bead on the fifth row (#13). This technique should be used at the end of each odd row.
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10. To finish, pass the needle through the woven beads in a random zigzag pattern. Apply a dot of glue to the thread. Once the glue is dry, cut the thread flush with the bead.



Decreasing for Even or Odd Peyote
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1. Continuing from step 9 of Odd-Count Peyote Stitch, pass the needle through bead #9 and bring it out through bead #12.
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2. Pick up a new bead (#14) and pass the needle through bead #11. Depending on your pattern, continue the row as normal or repeat the decrease, symmetrically, at the end of the row.





CIRCULAR PEYOTE STITCH
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1. Circular peyote allows you to weave a bracelet without a clasp; therefore, it must be adapted to the size of your hand. Measure the circumference of your hand at its widest point (the connection point between your fingers and palm). Remember to fold your thumb inward as you would when putting on a bracelet without a clasp. This measurement is the length of your bracelet.
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2. Cut a long thread. Using a needle, pick up the beads for the first (blue) and second (orange) rows, starting with a second-row bead and alternating until you reach the required length. The total number of beads must be even. (Here, I’m using a small number of beads to illustrate.) Pass the needle and thread back through the first bead.
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3. Pull the thread to the opposite side so the circle is formed. The first and second rows of the bracelet are now completed. The beads will naturally fall into place in a staggered pattern as you weave.
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4. Start the third row (green) as an even-count peyote: pick up a new bead (#19), then pass the thread through the second bead in the second row (#3), skipping the first bead in the first row (#2).
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5. Tighten the thread until the bead is positioned correctly.
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6. Continue weaving, always skipping one bead and passing the thread through the next. Tighten after each bead is placed.
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7. Pick up the last third-row bead, pass the thread through the first bead in the second row (#1), then pass through the first bead in the third row (#19).
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8. Start and continue the fourth row (yellow), following steps 4–6. Continue with as many rows as desired.
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9. To finish, pass the needle through the woven beads in a random zigzag pattern. Apply a dot of glue to the thread. Once the glue is dry, cut the thread flush with the bead.



BRICK STITCH

For each of the jewelry patterns in this book that use brick stitch, the diagrams have an arrow indicating where you should start weaving for a more solid base. This is where the weave is widest.
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First Row
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1. Pick up the first two beads using the needle and slide them to the end of the thread.
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2. Pass the needle back through bead #1.
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3. Tighten so that the two beads sit side by side.
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4. Pass the needle back through bead #2.
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5. Continue the row by picking up a third bead.
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6. Pass the needle back through bead #2 and out through #3.
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7. Repeat for the entire first row.



Starting the Second Row
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1. Pick up two new beads (#8 and #9).
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2. Slide the needle under the thread bridge that joins the two beads at the end of the first row (#6 and #7). Tighten until beads #8 and #9 are in place, then pass the needle back through the bead #9. Tighten the thread again.



Continuing the Brick Stitch
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1. Pick up a new bead (#10).
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2. Slide the needle under the thread bridge that joins two beads on the row below (#5 and #6). Tighten until the bead is in place, then then pass the needle back through bead #10.
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3. Continue in the same way until you reach the end of the row (once you have the same number of beads as the first row).



End-of-Row Increase
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1. To increase the weave when you reach the end of the row, pick up a bead (#15). Pass the needle behind the previous bead (#14) to slide the needle under the thread bridge that joins beads #1 and #2.
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2. Tighten the thread until bead #15 is in place. Pass the needle back through bead #15. Do not loop the thread around bead #1; use the technique shown in step 2 of Continuing the Brick Stitch.



End-of-Row Decrease
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1. Pass the needle diagonally through the second-fromthe-left beads in the previous two woven rows (#14 and #2).
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2. Pass the needle back through the first bead in the first row (#1), up from the bottom, and then through the second-to-last bead in the second row (#14), making a triangle shape you pass the needle through the beads.
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3. Pick up two beads (#16 and #17), then pass the needle under the thread bridge that joins beads #14 and #13 in the row below, from left to right. Tighten the thread until the beads are positioned correctly.
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4. Pass the needle back through the new bead on the right (#17).
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5. Tighten the thread until the bead is positioned correctly, then continue weaving as before.
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6. To finish, pass the needle through the woven beads in a random zigzag pattern. Apply a dot of glue to the thread. Once the glue is dry, cut the thread flush with the bead.





LOOM TECHNIQUE

Basic Weave
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1. Attach and stretch 0.25mm nylon thread on the loom (warp threads). Always attach one row of thread more than the
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