
  
    [image: A Pain in the Neck]
  


  
    
      A PAIN IN THE NECK

      CASE FILES: POCKET-SIZED MURDER MYSTERIES

    

    
      
        RACHEL AMPHLETT

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Saxon Publishing]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2022 by Rachel Amphlett

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

      This is a work of fiction. While the locations in this book are a mixture of real and imagined, the characters are totally fictitious. Any resemblance to actual people living or dead is entirely coincidental.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Reading Order & Checklist

      

    

    
      
        A Pain in the Neck

      

    

    
      
        About the Author

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            [image: Rachel Amphlett Official Reading Order and Checklist]
          
        

        Missed a book? Download the FREE Official Reading Order and Checklist to Rachel Amphlett’s books here

      

      
        
        Audiobook format also available

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            A PAIN IN THE NECK

          

        

      

    

    
      A cool pale light threads its fingers between the metal slats of the white venetian blinds, feeling its way over the painted window sill.

      The sunbeam stops when it reaches the bed, becoming shackled by an expensive wristwatch of diamonds and gold that glistens as its owner folds his arms under his head and lets out an anguished groan.

      ‘Relax, Charlie. If you fight me, you know you’re only going to make it hurt all the more.’

      I flex my fingers and rest my thumbs either side of Charlie Petersen’s spine and press gently at the base of his thick neck, just under the grey curling hair that he tends to wear on the long side, even in his advancing years.

      ‘Here?’

      ‘Yes, oh yes.’

      A smile twitches at the corner of my mouth.

      Charlie Petersen is a sixteen stone giant of a man but when pain seizes his back with the wrath of a demon, he’s like putty.

      My thumbs sink into the pasty soft skin of his shoulders and he lets out an agonised cry that drowns out the panpipes and rainfall emanating from the speakers on top of a beech-coloured cabinet behind the door to the treatment room.

      I chuckle, slide my hands across his skin, and repeat the motion, sweeping my fingers between his shoulder blades and squeezing each of his vertebrae in turn.

      Charlie turns his head, burying his face into the paper towel lining the hole at the top of the bed, and chokes back a scream.

      I hum under my breath as I work my way down until I reach the dip of his pelvic bone, and then start work on his right hip.

      His body writhes as he tries to shuffle away from the pain, but I don’t stop. Instead, I grit my teeth and point my elbow deeper into the dense muscles, pushing my heels into the carpet to lend more weight to the manoeuvre.

      Charlie lets out a whimper before I switch to the other hip, brushing my fingertips over the tattoo that runs from his rib cage to his thigh, and then he groans through gritted teeth as my thumbs find the nerves under the skin.

      I let him rest, stepping back from the table and cracking my knuckles before wiping some of the oil from my hands with a soft clean white towel while I assess the prone figure.

      Eventually, Charlie raises his head from the table and twists his neck until he faces me, cheeks burning beneath pale blue eyes, a red indent circling his face from where he’s been lying against the padded headrest.

      At five foot nine inches tall and after years of cheap alcohol and junk food, he’s all fat and atrophied muscle.

      I can count at least three chins folding down to his stump of a neck, and resist the urge to curl my lip in disgust at the thin line of drool that hangs from his
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