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For some people, the Catholic church has always been a place of respite. A place to practice their faith, and to commune with God. For others, the Catholic church has always been at the center of conspiracy and secrets. The Catholic church has always tried to keep the scandals that fall under their watchful eye under wraps, and for good reason. Many of them are so horrific that people would demand an overhaul of the entire system, for the safety of the victims. Of course, the scandals and conspiracies of the Catholic church date way, way back. For some, they are much more recent: in the last hundred years, or so.

Many people have different experiences with the Catholic church, that much is for sure. Despite the scandals, there can be no way to definitively say whether it’s the church itself, or the bad apples that are drawn to it for the positions of power they can take up. For those who met with Hans B. Schmidt, a German Roman Catholic priest, their experience with the Catholic church would be their last. 

With a Protestant father and a Catholic mother, Hans Schmidt was born in 1881, though the exact date isn’t known. He was born in Aschaffenburg, a Bavarian village. He was born to a large family, and as a child, he was already religiously devout, nearly obsessed with faith. His mother had sewn him a child-sized cassock that he wore everywhere, often earning him the name of “the little chaplain”. Not much is known about his childhood, but what is known is disturbing enough. In the early years of his life, Schmidt was known for having a fascination with the dismemberment of the body, as well as blood. As a child, Schmidt took to quenching this fascination with mutilating animals. His family members told stories of when Schmidt took the heads of his parent’s geese and carried the heads around in his pockets. 

It was also well known that Schmidt would spend much of his free time at the slaughterhouse. What better place to fill his need for dismemberment? He would watch the animals there be dismembered and dissected. Schmidt, in his later years, would admit that the sight of blood was what sparked some of his first sexual arousals. Through all of this, Schmidt had also taken a deep devotion to religious studies. He was devout, and though his otherwise strange fascinations lead people to be uncertain about how fit he was to go on to study Catholicism, he continued on to his seminary studies. 

At 23, Schmidt claimed that he had been ordained by Bishop Kirstein, allowing him to finally serve as a Catholic priest. According to Schmidt, the bishop did so while they were alone, and that he would rather not speak of it at all. Schmidt also claimed that St. Elizabeth came to her himself in the middle of the night before he was ordained by Bishop Kirstein. He said that St. Elizabeth came to him and said, “I ordain you to the priesthood”. Though, Schmidt also claimed he told no one, thinking that the others would make fun of him, claiming that he was also the butt of jokes for things like this. 

Schmidt couldn’t always keep out of trouble, though. His first run-in with the police was 1905, at the age of 24. He had been forging diplomas for students that were failing their studies. Despite a desire to see Schmidt punished by the public prosecutor, Schmidt evaded any charges due to the lawyer that his father had hired. The reason for the charges being dropped? Mental defect. 

The mental defect might have been right. Schmidt was assigned to parishes in Burgel and Seelingstadt. While there, it was well known that Schmidt had unnatural tastes. He molested the altar boys under his charge and had affairs with the women in the church. It was even well known that Schmidt sought out prostitutes. As for his congregation, they didn’t like him very much, either. Schmidt was eccentric. For a church that is so much about tradition and order, Schmidt’s eccentricities didn’t fit well for the Catholic priesthood. 

After many complaints, Schmidt would not be assigned any more parishes. There was not much left for him to do but to find somewhere else to call home. In 1909, Hans Schmidt immigrated to the United States, where he was assigned to the St. John’s Roman Catholic Church in Louisville, Kentucky. Of course, that didn’t last long. For the Catholic church, Schmidt was still eccentric and not well-liked in his new home. After some issues with the senior Pastor, Schmidt was finally transferred to the St. Boniface’s Church, in New York City. 

In 1912, while serving the St. Boniface’s Church, Hans Schmidt met Anna Aumuller. She was a housekeeper for the Rectory of St. Boniface. She was new to the United States as well, having only been there for two years since emigrating in 1910 from the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Anna wasn’t receptive to Schmidt’s advances, at first. Still, Schmidt was insistent all the same. Schmidt had claimed to hear a voice of God that was commanding him to love Anna. Whether he really believed that, or whether it was a real mental defect, was unknown. In the end, Anna seemed to give in to Schmidt and the two entered a secret relationship together.

Of course, Schmidt’s relationship with Anna was undoubtedly sexual. At the same time, beginning in December of 1912, Schmidt was also in a secret relationship with a dentist by the name of Ernest Muret. Not just his secret lover, Ernest Muret also ran a counterfeiting ring alongside Schmidt as his business partner. There was not much about Schmidt that seemed worthy of the priesthood. Schmidt’s bisexual tendencies had been well-recorded in his youth. By Schmidt's own admission, he seemed to prefer his relationship with Ernest over Anna. Still, despite his desire for Ernest over Anna, Schmidt went ahead and married Anna in a secret ceremony. 

The marriage occurred after Schmidt had been transferred to St. Joseph’s Church in Manhattan. While he continued on his secret relationship with Anna, he also performed a ceremony to marry them - though, it wasn’t legally binding. Still, he wrote their names on a marriage certificate and promised Anna that he would leave behind the priesthood to be with her. Perhaps all would have been well, had that been what happened. 

It was clear through those who knew Hans Schmidt in his formative years that there was something not quite right about him. Even his lawyer had argued mental defect. Perhaps, this has been done at the time simply to get him off scot free. But, there was some truth to the claim. After all, most psychiatrists now look for the harming of animals as a child for the signs of a disturbed person. Back in the late 1800s, there was no such marker. While Schmidt had been an admittedly strange child, no one wound his fascination with the slaughter and dismemberment of animals to be anything other than that: strange. 

One night, Schmidt was having relations with Anna on the High Altar at theSt. Joseph’s Church. It was there that Schmidt heard the same voices that had told him to love Anna in the first place. Now, the voices were telling him something quite different. Schmidt claimed that a voice from God was telling him that he needed to sacrifice Anna at the altar, that God was telling him to do this. Of course, Anna told him that he was crazy and that he couldn’t possibly. She didn’t break it off with him, however. In fact, not long after the incident at the High Altar, Anna told Schmidt that she was pregnant with his child. 

On September 2, 1913, Hans Schmidt committed a crime so heinous that not even the Catholic church could cover it up. In the night, Schmidt went to the apartment that he and Anna had rented under the guise of being a married couple. There, his lover slept, pregnant with his child. The voice of God had not left Schmidt, and they were still insistent about his need to sacrifice her. It was there that Schmidt slit Anna’s throat while she was still sleeping. That might have been enough for him if there was not something clearly wrong with Hans Schmidt. After cutting her throat, Schmidt proceeded to have sex with her body while she bled out on their bed. He drank her blood as well. The whole ordeal ended with Schmidt following through with a life-long obsession: dismemberment. 

Schmidt dismembered Anna’s body and took it with him on a ferry, where he then threw it into the East River. After he had killed Anna and gotten rid of her body, Schmidt went right back to St. Joseph’s Church as if nothing had ever happened. He offered the Holy mass and administered Communion, as though he hadn’t just given in to his darkest urges. 

On September 5th, 1913, a woman by the name of Mary Bann was walking near the docks along the New Jersey side of the Hudson River. She was walking with a male friend of hers, and it was there that she noticed a brown paper bade that was tied up with twine. It looked rather large, and Mary went to find out what it was. When she made her way down the side of the riverbank, Mary discovered that inside of the package was something no one should ever have to see: the dismembered piece of a torso, belonging to a young woman. 

Not two days later, a man and his dog found the lower half of that very same torso. The body part was taken to the Hoboken Morgue, as was the upper part of the torso two days earlier. Slowly, the rest of the body began to wash up over the next few days, and the body parts trickled into the morgue. Two days after the second half of the torso washed up on the shore of the river, a fisherman caught something rather heavy on his hook. It couldn’t have been a fish, but as he pulled it up her recognized it as something distinctly human. The fisherman couldn’t pull it all the way up, as it slipped off his hook - but what remained was human hair. He thought, perhaps, that he had found a human head. 

But by the time the harbor police arrived, they couldn’t find anything. The body parts, though washed up in New Jersey, were found to have been wrapped up in newspapers from New York. The body parts painted a picture of a young woman who couldn’t be much older than eighteen. She was obviously slight and small, maybe just shy over five feet or so, with dark hair. The autopsy of the torso also found the woman to have been pregnant, about five months along. On the shoulder blade of the torso was a birthmark, and that was how Inspector Faurot, who had taken over the case, got his first clue into who this mysterious victim was. Anne Hirt, a woman who worked at St. Boniface, came forward to police when she had not seen her friend, Anna Aumuller, in several days. 

Anna Aumuller, too, had a birthmark on her shoulder and had confided in Anne about her pregnancy. Anne was able to identify the remains of Anna when she was brought to the morgue to look at the body. Anne was able to give Inspector Faurot all the information that he needed to begin the investigation into the murder of young Anna Aumuller. Anne Hirt had spoken to Anne about an “artist” that she was soon going to marry, as well as her apartment that she recently moved into
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