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  Introduction


The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is one of the central hopes of the Christian faith. From the earliest days of the church, believers have looked forward to the return of their Lord. The New Testament repeatedly presents this event as the “blessed hope,” encouraging Christians in every generation to live in expectation of Christ’s appearing. 
Because this hope is so important, many believers have attempted to determine when Christ will return. Throughout history some have tried to calculate the exact date of the Second Coming using biblical prophecies, chronological systems, world events, or symbolic interpretations of Scripture. Others have claimed that God revealed the timing of the end through visions, dreams, or special revelations.
These predictions have often generated excitement and urgency among followers. Yet they have also produced confusion, disappointment, and in many cases a crisis of faith when the predicted dates passed without fulfillment.
The question therefore arises: Does the Bible actually allow us to determine the day or hour of Christ’s return?
This question is not merely theoretical. In every generation new voices appear claiming to have discovered hidden prophetic timelines or special keys that supposedly reveal the timing of the end. With modern communication and social media, such predictions can spread rapidly and influence large audiences.
For this reason, it is important to examine the subject carefully and return to the clear teaching of Scripture. What did Jesus Himself say about the timing of His return? Did the prophets reveal the exact moment of the end? If the day and hour are unknown, what signs did the Bible give to help believers understand the time in which they live?
This booklet explores these questions by examining key passages of Scripture related to the Second Coming. The Bible reveals that while the precise timing of Christ’s return has not been disclosed, God has not left His people without guidance. Scripture points to signs that indicate the nearness of the end and emphasizes the worldwide proclamation of the gospel as a central element in God’s final plan.
By studying these passages carefully, we can understand the difference between watching for the Lord’s return and attempting to calculate its timing.
The purpose of this study is not to weaken the expectation of Christ’s coming, but to strengthen it by placing it on the firm foundation of Scripture. When the Bible is allowed to interpret itself, it warns against time-setting while calling believers to live in faithful readiness as they await the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ.






  
  Chapter one
“Coming Soon” in the Bible


The New Testament repeatedly speaks of the return of Christ as something that is near. Several passages use language that suggests urgency and expectation. Because of this, some readers assume that the Bible must reveal the precise timing of the Second Coming. Others conclude that believers should attempt to calculate when Christ will return. 
However, a careful reading of Scripture shows that the Bible’s emphasis is not on predicting the date, but on living in readiness.
The Language of Imminence
Near the close of Scripture, Jesus declares:
“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” (Revelation 22:12, KJV).
A few verses later the same promise appears again:
“He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” (Revelation 22:20, KJV).
The word quickly does not necessarily mean that the event must occur immediately within a short period of time. Rather, it emphasizes certainty and suddenness. When the moment of Christ’s return arrives, it will come swiftly and decisively.
The New Testament writers also spoke of the Lord’s coming as something that should always remain in the believer’s expectation.
James wrote:
“Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” (James 5:8, KJV).
Similarly, Paul reminded believers:
“The Lord is at hand.” (Philippians 4:5, KJV).
These statements encouraged Christians to live with a constant awareness that Christ’s return could occur at any time.
Expectation in Every Generation
From the earliest days of the church, believers understood that the Second Coming was the great hope of the gospel. The apostles did not present Christ’s return as a distant event that would only concern future generations. Instead, they taught that Christians should live with a sense of expectancy. This expectation served several important purposes.
First, it encouraged believers to remain faithful during trials and persecution. The promise that Christ would return and establish His kingdom gave hope to those suffering for their faith.
Second, it reminded Christians that their lives should be lived in harmony with the teachings of Christ. Knowing that the Lord could return at any time inspired believers to pursue holiness and obedience.
Finally, the expectation of Christ’s return strengthened the mission of the church. The gospel was to be proclaimed to the world in preparation for the coming kingdom of God.
The Problem of Delay
Even in the early Christian church, some people began to question the promise of Christ’s return. As time passed, skeptics mocked the expectation of the Second Coming.
The apostle Peter addressed this problem directly:
“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers… saying, Where is the promise of his coming?” (2 Peter 3:3–4, KJV).
Peter explained that such skepticism fails to understand God’s perspective on time. What may seem like delay from a human point of view does not indicate that God has forgotten His promise.
Peter writes:
“But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” (2 Peter 3:8, KJV).
He then explains the true reason for the apparent delay:
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9, KJV).
The delay of Christ’s return is therefore not a failure of God’s promise. Rather, it reflects His mercy and patience as He gives humanity opportunity to repent.
A Warning Against Premature Expectations
The apostle Paul also addressed misunderstandings about the timing of the end. Some believers in Thessalonica had become alarmed by claims that the day of the Lord had already arrived.
In response, Paul wrote:
“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ… that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled… as that the day of Christ is at hand.” (2 Thessalonians 2:1–2, KJV).
Paul explained that certain events must occur before the final coming of Christ.
He therefore urged believers not to be deceived by claims that the end had already come:
“Let no man deceive you by any means…” (2 Thessalonians 2:3, KJV).
This instruction reveals an important principle.
While Christians are called to live in expectation of Christ’s return, they must also exercise discernment and avoid being misled by premature predictions or alarming claims about the end.
Nearness Does Not Mean Date Prediction
Although the Bible speaks of Christ’s coming as near, it does not encourage believers to determine the exact time of that event. The language of nearness is meant to produce watchfulness, not calculation.
Throughout history, some interpreters have misunderstood these passages. They assumed that statements about the nearness of Christ’s return must provide clues for calculating a specific date. As a result, various predictions have been made about the timing of the end of the world.
Yet the same Scriptures that speak of the Lord’s coming as near also contain clear warnings against attempting to determine the exact moment of His return.
The emphasis of the New Testament is therefore not on discovering when Christ will come, but on being ready whenever He comes.






  
  Chapter two
No One Knows the Day or the Hour


Among all the teachings of Jesus concerning His return, few statements are as clear and direct as His declaration that the exact time of His coming is unknown to humanity. In the midst of His great prophetic discourse on the Mount of Olives, Christ spoke plainly about the limits of human knowledge regarding the Second Coming. 
Jesus said:
“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.” (Matthew 24:36, KJV).
This statement forms one of the strongest biblical warnings against attempts to determine the precise timing of Christ’s return. Rather than encouraging speculation about dates, Jesus established a boundary regarding what believers can and cannot know about the future.
The Context of Christ’s Statement
Matthew 24 records Jesus’ response to the disciples’ questions about the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the age. In His answer, Christ described many events that would occur before His return. These included wars, natural disasters, persecution, false prophets, and the worldwide proclamation of the gospel.
After describing these signs, Jesus made it clear that while such events indicate the approach of the end, they do not reveal the exact moment when the Son of Man will appear. It is within this context that He declared that no one knows the day or the hour.
This distinction is important. The Bible does provide signs that point toward the nearness of Christ’s return, but it does not reveal the precise time when that event will occur.
Knowledge Reserved for the Father
In His statement, Jesus explained that this knowledge belongs to the Father alone. Even the angels in heaven, who serve in the presence of God and carry out His commands, do not possess this information.
This declaration emphasizes that the timing of the Second Coming rests entirely within God’s authority. Human beings are therefore not given the ability to calculate or determine the date of this event.
The Meaning of “Day and Hour”
The expression “day and hour” represents a common biblical way of referring to the exact time of an event. By using this phrase, Jesus was not merely speaking about a specific day or hour in isolation, but about the precise moment when the Son of Man will return.
Some interpreters have suggested that while the day or hour cannot be known, the year or general period might still be calculated. However, this reasoning misunderstands the point of Christ’s statement. The emphasis of the passage is that the exact timing of the event is not revealed to humanity.
If the year of Christ’s return could be determined, Jesus’ warning would be undermined, since the event would no longer arrive as an unexpected moment.
The Teaching of the Apostles
The apostles repeated this same principle when instructing the early church about the Second Coming.
The apostle Paul wrote to believers in Thessalonica:
“But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:1, KJV).
Paul reminded them that the day of the Lord would arrive suddenly:
“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2, KJV).
Just as a thief comes unexpectedly, the return of Christ will take the world by surprise. Those who are unprepared will be caught unaware when the final events unfold.
However, Paul also made an important distinction regarding believers. He wrote:
“But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.” (1 Thessalonians 5:4, KJV).
Christians are not called to predict the exact time of Christ’s return, but they are called to live in spiritual alertness. Paul therefore urged believers:
“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.” (1 Thessalonians 5:6, KJV).
The emphasis again falls not on calculation, but on watchfulness.
A Call to Watchfulness
Immediately after declaring that no one knows the day or hour, Jesus urged His followers to remain watchful. He said:
“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.” (Matthew 24:42, KJV).
The purpose of this warning is not to create anxiety or uncertainty, but to encourage spiritual readiness. Because the exact time of Christ’s return is unknown, believers are called to live in a continual state of preparation.
Jesus illustrated this principle by comparing His coming to the unexpected arrival of a thief during the night. Just as a homeowner who knew the hour of a thief’s arrival would prepare accordingly, so believers are urged to remain spiritually alert at all times.
The Lesson of the Parables
In the chapters that follow this discourse, Jesus reinforced the same lesson through several parables. Stories such as the parable of the faithful servant and the parable of the ten virgins emphasize the importance of readiness rather than prediction.
The central message of these teachings is clear: the disciples of Christ are not instructed to calculate the moment of His return, but to live faithfully while awaiting it.
A Warning for Every Generation
Throughout history, various individuals and movements have attempted to determine the date of Christ’s return. These predictions have often been based on complex calculations of prophetic numbers, interpretations of current events, or claims of special revelation.
Yet Christ’s own words stand as a warning against such efforts. When Jesus declared that no one knows the day or the hour, He established a principle that applies to every generation of believers.
The task of the church is not to determine the calendar of the Second Advent, but to proclaim the gospel and prepare hearts for the coming kingdom of God.







