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Preface

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the wonderful story of Daniel, a man who loved God with all his heart. 

Long ago, Daniel lived in a powerful kingdom where he faced difficult choices and great challenges. Even when others tried to harm him, he remained faithful to God and trusted Him completely. 

This book retells Daniel’s amazing journey in a way that is easy to understand and enjoy. As you read, you will discover lessons about courage, honesty, kindness, and faith. May Daniel’s story inspire you to trust God, do what is right, and never give up. Happy reading!
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Chapter 1: The Trusted Advisor
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Daniel lived in a great kingdom ruled first by Babylon and later by the powerful empire of King Darius. Long ago, he was taken from his homeland in Judah as a young captive, but even in a foreign land, he did not forget the God he loved. 

He grew into a man known across the kingdom for wisdom, honesty, and strong character. People in the palace saw that Daniel spoke truth at all times and refused to accept anything that would lead him away from what was right. 

Because of this, kings placed great trust in him, and he was given high responsibility in the royal court.

Daniel worked among important leaders who helped manage the kingdom. These leaders handled laws, taxes, and decisions that affected many people across the empire. 

Among them, Daniel stood apart. He showed wisdom in every decision and fairness in every judgment. When others made choices based on pride or personal gain, Daniel chose what was right for the good of the kingdom. 

His work was so careful and honest that even the king began to depend on his advice more than the advice of other officials. This caused Daniel to rise to a position of great honor.

King Darius saw that Daniel carried a special spirit of understanding. Whenever the king faced confusion about difficult matters, he looked for him. 

Daniel would listen, think with care, and speak words that brought order and clarity. The king began to consider placing him over the entire kingdom as one of the highest officials. 

This decision brought great respect toward Daniel, but it also planted seeds of jealousy in the hearts of other leaders who served alongside him.

Daniel had a habit that shaped his entire life. Each day, he took time to pray to God three times. In his room, he faced the direction of Jerusalem, remembering the place where his people once worshiped God in the temple. 

He gave thanks, asked for wisdom, and trusted God with every part of his life. These moments of prayer were not hidden or secret in his heart alone, but part of a steady pattern that shaped his actions, words, and decisions in the palace. 

Because of this, Daniel remained calm in times of pressure and honest when others tried to pressure him into wrong choices.

Many people in the kingdom noticed Daniel’s faith. Some respected him for it, while others did not understand why he refused to follow the customs of worshiping kings as gods. 

Daniel believed in one true God who rules over all creation. This belief guided him more than fear of human authority. Even when surrounded by powerful leaders who worshiped many gods, Daniel stayed firm in his faith.

As Daniel continued serving in the royal court, his reputation grew stronger. The king trusted him with more authority, placing him in charge of important matters that required careful leadership.

He did not use this power for personal gain, take bribes, or show favoritism. Instead, he treated all matters with fairness, whether small or great. 

People who brought problems to him found that he listened with patience and made decisions based on truth.

Because of Daniel’s strong character, the kingdom became more stable under his leadership. Problems that once caused confusion were solved with wisdom. 

Officials who once argued began to respect the structure he helped build. Even those who did not agree with his beliefs could not deny his honesty. 

Daniel became known as a man who could not be persuaded to do wrong, no matter what reward or pressure was offered.

Each day in the palace brought new tasks. Daniel reviewed records, settled disputes, and gave counsel to the king. Through all of this, he remained steady in his faith in God. 

He did not change his beliefs to fit in with others. He did not abandon his prayer life even when his position grew higher. His devotion remained the same in times of success as it had been in times of difficulty.

The other leaders watched Daniel carefully. They saw how the king valued him. They also saw how people across the kingdom spoke of his wisdom with respect. 

This attention made them uneasy. Some of them began to feel that Daniel was becoming too powerful. They worried that they would lose their own positions if Daniel continued to rise.

Still, Daniel continued his work without fear or pride. He did not boast about his success or compare himself with others. His focus remained on serving God and serving the king with honesty. 

In every decision, he sought what was right rather than what was easy. This made him stand out even more in a world where many leaders cared most about their own advantage.

As time passed, King Darius considered placing Daniel in charge of the entire kingdom. This meant Daniel would oversee all other officials. It was a position of great responsibility and honor. 

The king believed he was the most trustworthy person for this role. 

When news of this decision spread through the palace, it created strong reactions among the other leaders. Some were shocked, others were angry, and many began to feel threatened by Daniel’s rising influence.

Daniel continued his daily prayers, his honest work, and his faithful service. He did not seek power for himself, nor did he fear those who opposed him. 

His trust remained in God, who had guided him since his youth. This foundation would soon become very important, because unseen dangers were beginning to form around him in the palace.
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Chapter 2: The Jealous Rivals
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The royal palace of King Darius held many officials who served in positions of authority. These men were responsible for managing provinces, collecting taxes, enforcing laws, and advising the king on matters that affected the entire empire. 

Among them were governors, satraps, and high officers who took pride in their rank and influence. When Daniel received greater honor and trust from King Darius, these officials observed it with growing unease. 

They had expected promotion and recognition for themselves, but instead, the king’s confidence moved toward Daniel.

At first, the officials tried to convince themselves that Daniel’s rise would not change their own positions. They spoke among themselves in quiet tones about palace matters and tried to continue their duties as before. 

However, as days passed, they saw more signs of Daniel’s influence. The king consulted Daniel on serious matters, and Daniel’s counsel was accepted above others. 

This reality caused discomfort among the group of officials who had once expected to guide the kingdom without challenge.

Among the officials were men who had served in the empire for many years. They had built their status through political skill, alliances, and careful favor with leaders. 

They believed rank should be preserved among those who had long experience in palace affairs. 

Daniel, who had come from a foreign land as a captive in his youth, did not fit their expectations of leadership. His position disturbed their sense of order and pride. 

They could not accept that someone outside their circle had become more trusted than themselves.

As their frustration increased, conversations began to form in private gatherings. These officials met in small groups to discuss their concerns. 

At first, they spoke about Daniel’s background, questioning how someone from Judah could hold such authority in the empire of Persia. 

Then they moved to complaints about his influence, claiming that the king depended too much on his advice. These discussions slowly turned into determination to find a way to remove Daniel from his position.

Despite their growing resentment, the officials knew they could not act openly against him. Daniel’s record in service was spotless. 

Every report he submitted was accurate. Every decision he made in his duties showed fairness and wisdom. 

No evidence of corruption or wrongdoing could be found in his administration. This made their task more difficult. They realized that any attempt to accuse Daniel would fail unless they discovered a weakness in his behavior.

The officials began to observe Daniel closely. They studied his work in the palace records. They examined financial accounts, legal decisions, and reports from provinces under his authority. They looked for mistakes, errors, or signs of dishonesty. 

Each day of investigation brought the same result. Daniel’s work remained perfect in its accuracy and fairness. Even those who disliked him could not deny that his conduct was beyond reproach.

This situation deepened their frustration. Instead of finding relief through discovery, they found greater disappointment. 

Some officials began to speak about Daniel with
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