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1.  ​Foreword 

[image: ]


Escalated And Expanded Iran War?: America's And Israel's War? When Will It End?

A vicious war started by the surprise joint preemptive strikes by America and Israel on Iran on 28 February 2026 has now gone completely out of control.

It looks like it is going to last several weeks, maybe months, or even years, depending on the mood and feeling of the American president Trump.
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2.  ​Why?
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Why such bloody-mindedness on all sides?

Why the unquenchable hatred?

Why the enormity and monstrosity of the weaponry used?

Why must the war start with a sneaky preemptive strike?

Has the world lost its moral compass?
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3.  ​War Of Many Names?
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Is this a war of choice?

A war of necessity?

A war for revenge?

A war for existence?

A war of extreme hatred?

A war for nuclear weapons hegemony?

A war to protect Israel?

A war for regime change in Iran?

A war to end all wars?

A war to divert public attention from the highly damaging Epstein scandals?

A war to give Trump emergency war powers to avoid losing the upcoming mid-term elections.

Is it now a Middle East war?

Is it escalating relentlessly to involve the Europeans and other American allies?

Is it going to become WW3?
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4.  ​Iran's Retaliation?
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On day 17 of the continuing war, when talking about Iran’s decision to target the Gulf countries in retaliation, Trump said it was “the biggest surprise I had of this whole thing.”

Is that believable?

Is he terribly shortsighted? Or did he simply choose to ignore the facts?

The following map shows the locations of the main strikes and counterstrikes among the alleged fifteen thousands of attacks made in the first 2 weeks of the war: 
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US embassy in Baghdad attacked by drones on day 18:
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US embassy in Riyadh hit by drones:

[image: ]

US-owned oil tanker hit:
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Smoke rises in the Fujairah oil industry zone, UAE:
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5.  ​Gulf States
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For decades, Bahrain, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar and Oman as US allies have allowed US military bases, infrastructure or access on their soil, and have been among the largest buyers of American weapons, products, bonds, assets and technology.  

But now many of these countries are having growing concerns about the relationship as they are pulled deeper into a war that they did not start and had tried to prevent. 
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In fact, they were simply ignored in the American and Israeli miscalculation in launching this horrific and escalating war.
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6.  ​UAE
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A week into the horrendous 2026 Iran war started by the joint preemptive strikes of the USA and Israel against Iran, UAE's Al Habtoor Group's Khalifa Al Habtoor released this highly cogent, incisive and clear-eyed open letter addressing American politician Lindsey Graham’s call for Gulf States to join the war: 

"I heard the statements of U.S. Senator Graham, in which he calls on the Gulf Cooperation Council countries to enter this war, saying that we are also under attack and that we must join the fight. And I say to him clearly: We know full well why we are under attack, and we also know who dragged the entire region into this dangerous escalation without consulting those he calls his "allies" in the region.

We thank God that the UAE and the Gulf Cooperation Council countries are doing well, and we have no need for someone who claims he came to the Middle East to save us. The truth is that hasty American decisions are what embroiled the region in a war whose peoples were not party to its decision-making, and its local allies were not consulted before it was launched.... If President Donald Trump and Senator Graham are prepared to risk their country and the lives of Americans for Israel's interests, that is their choice. As for us, we will not do the same. ...Finally, I say to Senator Graham: You may be a senator in the U.S. Senate, but anyone who hears your statements might think you're a member of the Israeli Knesset, because you defend Israel's interests more than you defend the interests of the American people themselves."

Need anyone else to say more?

In a social media post which was soon deleted, Al Habtoor also accused Trump of placing Gulf states 'at the heart of a danger they did not choose', writing: “Who gave you the authority to drag our region into a war with Iran?“

And on what basis did you make this dangerous decision? Did you calculate the collateral damage before pulling the trigger?” And he questioned Trump's motive for the war: “The peoples of this region have the right to ask as well - was this your decision alone? Or did it come as a result of pressure from Netanyahu and his government?”

In fact, such views of dissent are not uncommon in the region. Quite clearly, a rising tide of 'anger and frustration' has begun to surface across the Gulf on Trump's new Middle East war against Iran.
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7.  ​Different Reactions!
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This is a huge billboard in Israel to celebrate the war:
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This is a funeral rally in Iran:
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8.  ​Dangerous Escalations?
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On day 14 of the war, alarmed by the huge oil price surge following his war on Iran and the seriously clogged shipping traffic at the Persian Gulf, Trump said he will soon send American warships to escort ships through the Strait of Hormuz.
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Surprisingly, he then asked other countries for help: "The United States of America has beaten and completely decimated Iran, both Militarily, Economically, and in every other way, but the Countries of the World that receive Oil through the Hormuz Strait must take care of that passage, and we will help – A LOT."

But will these forced passages be like sitting ducks for Iranian war drones and sea drones?
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On day 15, Trump further said that “hopefully, China, France, Japan, South Korea, the UK, and others” will send naval assets to free up shipping lanes in the Strait of Hormuz.

On day 17,Trump warned NATO of a “very bad” future if allies do not help open up the Strait of Hormuz.

Clearly, he is getting desperate and is trying to escalate the war by involving both allies and non-allies.

This next escalation is extremely dangerous, and could lead to WW3.

But EU's top diplomat Kallas, normally a strident China and Russia hawk, has already pointedly said: “Europe is not part of this war. We have not started this war.”

Meanwhile, NATO as an organization has not made any decision to intervene, emphasizing that NATO is a defensive alliance, not an "intervention alliance". 

On day 18, Trump admitted that his appeal
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