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Introduction

You and Your Child

Your job is to help your child excel in school. Everyone agrees that children bloom when their parents, family, friends, and neighbors nudge them to learn—from the Department of Education to the Parent Teacher Association, from research organizations known as “educational laboratories” to the local newspaper, from the National Endowment for the Arts to kids’ shows on TV.

But state standards hardly make for enjoyable leisure reading, and plowing through reports on the best ways to teach math and reading can leave you with a headache rubbing your temples. You’re caught in the middle: you want to help your child, but it’s not always easy to know how.

That’s where 4th Grade at Home comes in. We identified the core skills that fourth graders need to know. Then, we put them together along with some helpful tips for you and fun activities for your child. We built this book to be user friendly, so you and your child can fit in some quality time, even as you’re juggling all your other parental responsibilities.
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For a helpful orientation to 4th Grade at Home, head over to The Princeton Review’s channel at www.YouTube.com/ThePrincetonReview.

Rob Franek, Editor-in-Chief of The Princeton Review, will share suggestions for how best to use these books with your child and get the most out of this educational tool. Our team at The Princeton Review is here to help you and your child as best we can.





A Parent’s Many Hats

As a parent, you’re a cook, a chauffeur, a coach, an ally, and oh so many other things. So, keep it simple. Check out these ways you can use 4th Grade at Home to get involved in your child’s academic life.

Teacher. You taught your child how to cross the street and tie his or her shoes. In addition, you may have worked to teach your child academic skills by reviewing the alphabet, helping your child memorize facts, and explaining concepts to your child. By doing so, you are modeling a great learning attitude and great study habits for your child. You are teaching him or her the value of school.

Nurturer. As a nurturer, you’re always there to support your child through tough times, celebrate your child’s successes, and give your child rules and limits. You encourage your child while holding high expectations. All of this can help your child feel safe and supported enough to face challenges and opportunities at school, like new classmates, new teachers, and so on.

Intermediary. You’re your child’s first representative in the world. You’re the main go-between and communicator for your child (school-to-home and home-to-school).

Advocate. As an advocate, you can do many things: sit on advisory councils at school, assist in the classroom, join the PTA, volunteer in school programs, vote in school board elections, and argue for learning standards and approaches you believe in.


Sometimes it’s hard to know what to do, and it’s easy to feel overwhelmed. But remember, it’s not all on your shoulders. Research shows that family and close friends all have a huge effect on children’s academic success.





What’s in This Book
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How Does Your Child Learn Best?

Did you know that your child learns in a lot of different ways? When children learn, they use their minds, their bodies, and their senses—their sense of sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell.

Some children can succeed in any classroom while others need specialized learning support, but all of them have strengths and weaknesses. Your child can learn to rely on his or her strengths and then work on any weaknesses. This book is full of activities that address each of these learning styles.

Visually—Using Our Sense of Sight Your child may learn best by looking at pictures, outlines, maps, and such. Your child may like to draw pictures or take notes.

Auditory—Using Our Sense of Sound Your child may learn best by listening to teachers speak, discussing with friends and classmates, and listening to music while studying. Your child may like to tap a rhythm with his or her pen or pencil while studying.

Kinesthetic—Using Our Sense of Touch and Movement Your child may learn best by moving, taking action, or walking around.

Click here to download a printable PDF of select interactive activities from this book.

How to Use Learning Styles

Talk with your child about his or her successes at school, home, or with hobbies. How did your child learn what he or she needed to succeed? Knowing how your child learns best can help you make the most of your child’s natural strengths and work on your child’s weaknesses.

Once you know how your child likes to learn, you can make sure your child includes those learning methods that work (especially when studying for important tests). You can also support your child as he or she tries out more challenging learning methods. In the long run, this will help your child become a well-rounded learner!


[image: ] The Goal

You know getting involved with your child’s school experiences is the right decision. But here’s a reminder of some of the rewards you may reap! Research shows that getting involved in your childs school experiences can result in:



	
Increased academic performance



	
Better behavior at school



	
Increased academic motivation



	
Better school attendance







And lest you think your child reaps all the rewards, you might find that helping your child learn gives you:



	
More info about your child’s school



	
A greater sense of your own learning preferences



	
More appreciation for all the work you did as a student



	
A better relationship with your child’s teacher and school staff











Want to Know More?

Check out these online resources for more reading and math support.

Math Chimp. If you want information about more effectively helping your child in mathematics, go to http://www.mathchimp.com.

Early Math from PBS Parents. If you want activities to become more engaged in your child’s school mathematics program, go to https://www.pbs.org/parents/learn-grow/all-ages/math.

Parent Resources from Reading Rockets. If you want to better understand how to enhance parent teacher conferences and relationships, go to https://www.readingrockets.org.

Office of Elementary & Secondary Education (OESE). If you want information about training, advocates, or other educational assistance, go to https://oese.ed.gov.

Parents for Public Schools. If you want to find out about chapters of parents working together to advocate for school improvement, go to www.parents4publicschools.org.

Parent Teacher Association (PTA). If you want to connect with other parents involved in local schools, go to www.pta.org.

Parent Training and Information Centers. If you want to find out about education and services to assist a child with disabilities, go to www.parentcenterhub.org/.

Reading Is Fundamental. If you want help with supporting your child’s reading and learning, go to www.rif.org.
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			Using Context

			In grade 4, children are really beginning to grow as readers. They might not even notice how much reading they do each day. They read signs in stores, directions on games, and stories at school. All of this reading helps them sharpen their comprehension skills and build their vocabularies.

			Every day, they come across new words—from hazard to polka dot and concrete to pyramid. They also come across familiar words used in new ways. For example, they probably know that a kid is a child, but they may not know that it is also a young goat. These are multiple-meaning words.

			Unfamiliar words are best decoded using context clues. Sometimes it can be a challenge to find clues, and sometimes children use the details they find the most interesting to try to determine the meaning of a word, even when those details are unrelated. To answer questions involving the meaning of words, your fourth grader must be able to identify appropriate context clues and use them correctly.

			First things first: Get a sense of what your child already knows. Turn the page and tell your child to Jump Right In!
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				Here’s what you’ll need for this lesson:

				
						
						paper and pencils

					

						
						markers or crayons

					

						
						dictionary

					

				

			

			

			[image: ] Jump Right In!

			Maren and Zack

			Maren and Zack seemed so different. Maren was born in a small town in Montana, loved math, and ate peanut butter for breakfast. She wore an orange hat to school every day and had a pet hamster named Milkshake.

			Zack was born in New York City and preferred poetry. He wore plain white shirts and brown shoes, and liked to read in the morning. He often fed a squirrel that lived in a pine tree next door.

			Maren and Zack were different, but they were good friends. They both lived in Portland, Maine, and went to the same school.

			They played dodgeball during recess and sat next to each other during lunch.

			“Maren is fun,” said Zack. “She and I both play with a gray cat that lives near our school. Maren is better at soccer than I am; she hardly ever trips. But I’m better at checkers than she is. We seem to like the same things.”

			This made Maren smile. “Zack is cool,” she said, twisting on her heel. “He’s always in a good mood, and he’s nice to everyone. Plus, he can play the guitar as well as our music teacher.”

			Zack planned to try out for the school play the following week. “I have to stay an hour after school every day for rehearsal,” he said. “My parents said it’s okay. I hope Maren tries out too.”

			“I might, but I’m scared to be on stage in front of everyone. My mom says I have stage fright,” she said, as she pulled her hat down over her forehead.

			“Most people do,” Zack said. “But we can be nervous together!”

			
				1. In the second paragraph, the passage says that Zack wears plain white shirts. What does the word plain mean?

				A. clean

				B. dark

				C. simple

				D. free

				2. Zack says that Maren hardly ever trips while playing soccer. What does the word trip mean in this context?

				A. to go on vacation

				B. to fall down

				C. to score

				D. to skip

				3. Zack says that if he is in the play, he will have to stay after school for rehearsal. Write what the word rehearsal means.

				4. What context clues from the passage did you use to prepare your answer to question 3?

			

			Excellent Job! [image: ]

			

			[image: ] Checking In

			[image: ] Answers for this page:

			
				1. C

				2. B

				3. An A+ answer: “A rehearsal is a practice for a performance that will happen later.”

				4. An A+ answer: “In the passage, Zack says that he would have to go to rehearsal every day after school if he is in the play. This tells us that rehearsal will prepare him for the performance. It is like practice in a sport.”

			

			If your child chose the correct answers, make sure that she used context clues. You might ask your child to underline the details that were important.

			If your child answered any of the questions incorrectly, try to figure out why. You might ask, “What can you use to help you define the word rehearsal in the story?” Help your child find useful context clues by noting information around the word rehearsal that would help to define it, like the fact that Zack is trying out for the play. Then, try answering the questions again as a team.

			[image: ] Watch Out!

			Sometimes fourth graders think that context clues have to be located near the word they’re trying to figure out, but this isn’t always the case. For example, at the beginning of the passage, we learn that Maren and Zack seemed different. We find out that Maren wears an orange hat. Zack, meanwhile, wears plain white shirts. Their clothes are different, and if Maren’s clothes are brightly colored, this is another clue to the meaning of plain. In this case, the clue is in another paragraph. Encourage your child to look for clues throughout the passage.

			

			What to Know…

			Refer to your Activities PDF for a printable version of this activity.

			Your child comes across new words every day.

			Review these skills with your child this way:

			
				
						
						Context clues are words, phrases, and information that surround a word in a passage that help you figure out the meaning of the word.

					

						
						Multiple-meaning words are words that have several different meanings depending on how they are used in a sentence.

					

				

			

			Your child might see the following poster at school.

			
				Do You Want to Try Out for the School Play?
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				Auditions for The Princess and the Pea are this Friday at 3 P.M. in the main auditorium.

				See Mr. Monzi in room 134 for more information.

			

			
				Ask your child to circle any new words in the poster. These might include auditions and auditorium. Ask, “What context clues can help you figure out the meanings of these words?” Also, point out that the word play can have more than one meaning.

			

			[image: ] Checking In

			Your child should be able to determine that:

			
				
						
						Auditions are when you try out for a play.

					

						
						An auditorium is a room in which an audition might happen.

					

				

			

			Ask your child to expand these definitions. You might ask:

			
				
						
						What does an auditorium look like, and why would an audition take place there?

					

				

			

			

			On Your Way to an “A” Activities
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			Type: Arts and Crafts

			Materials needed: paper, markers or crayons

			Number of players: 2 or more

			Think of someone interesting, but don’t say the person’s name out loud. This person might be someone you saw on television or met in real life. Now, draw a simple stick figure. Add details to the drawing that reveal who this person is. Add these details one by one. After you add each detail, ask your partner to guess who this person is. Notice that the details you add are context clues. They tell people who this person is.
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			Type: Active

			Materials needed: none

			Number of players: 2

			Think of a word that has more than one meaning. You might choose a word like bark. This describes the noise that a dog makes, but it also describes the outer layer of a tree. Have your partner tell you all of the word’s meanings. You can take turns coming up with multiple-meaning words.

			
				Fourth Graders Are…

				Some fourth graders might be embarrassed when they don’t know the meaning of a word. Tell your child that everyone encounters new words—even you. Encourage your child to be excited to find out what new words mean. If there aren’t any context clues, your child can use a dictionary. Challenge each other to use new words in conversation.
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			Type: Reading/Writing

			Materials needed: paper and pencils

			Number of players: 2 or more

			Ask a parent to give you a list of new words. These must be new words for everyone in the game. Your parent might give you three words or five words. It’s up to you. Your parent should use each word in a sentence. For example, your parent might choose the word precious and use it in a sentence like this, “Grandma always kept her precious stones locked away in a safe place.” Or a word like gradually in a sentence like, “During springtime, the days gradually grow longer.” Then, the players take turns trying to define the words. Whoever gets the definition right wins. Then, you should take turns coming up with sentences using these words. Each sentence you write should build on the sentence that comes before it. This will allow you to create a fun story. If there are two players and three new words, your story will have six sentences. You might even start keeping your own dictionary with the words you learn.

			[image: ] Study Right

			Encourage your child to keep a list of new words and their meanings. You can make this fun. For example, the list might be written with colorful markers, or you might give your child a special notebook in which to write these new words. You also might keep the list on your refrigerator at home. This will help your child build a strong vocabulary. It will also help reinforce the meanings of these words with your child.

			

			Has your child breezed through the activities? If so, he or she can work on this Using Your Head activity independently.

			Using Your Head
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			Grab a pencil!

			Zack and Maren are writing essays about the school play for their English class. Their teacher tells them that they each have to use a new word. Zack chooses the word friendly, which means nice, or easy to get along with. Maren chooses the word challenging, which means hard or difficult. Their teacher asks them to include context clues to help their classmates determine the meanings of these words.

			
				1. Help Zack out. Write a sentence that uses the word friendly. In your sentence, be sure to include enough context clues so his classmates can figure out the meaning of the word.

				2. Now, help Maren. Write a sentence that uses the word challenging. In your sentence, make sure that you include enough context clues so her classmates can figure out the meaning of the word.
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			Before Reading

			In grade 4, children begin to see themselves as readers—not only as readers in school, but as readers in the world. Some fourth graders think the purpose for reading can be determined only by the teacher or that reading is simply a way to get information. However, you know that people read things for many reasons—for fun, to figure out how to make a cake, or even to find out where Walla Walla is.

			Good readers understand that reading is an active process. They participate in that process by knowing why they are reading, using information they have, and thinking about what might happen next. To become an active reader, your child needs a plan for using his or her prior knowledge, without having that knowledge overshadow the new information that’s being presented by the text.

			To become a strong reader with good comprehension skills, your fourth grader needs to determine why he is reading, as well as how to use the information from the text to make predictions.

			First things first: Get a sense of what your child already knows. Turn the page and tell your child to Jump Right In!
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				Here’s what you’ll need for this lesson:

				
						
						a newspaper with a photo of a famous person

					

						
						several reading materials, such as magazines, brochures, take-out menus, recipes, or anything else with words on it

					

						
						a short story

					

						
						paper and pencils

					

				

			

			

			[image: ] Jump Right In!

			Love the Earth!

			We all need to take care of the planet we share. We need to make sure that the Earth is around for people in the future. Let’s all do our part!

			Here are some simple things you can do:

			
					
					Take shorter showers or use less water in your bath. This will save water.

				

					
					Recycle your bottles, cans, and paper. Ask your parents to help you figure out how to do this.

				

					
					Turn the lights off when you leave a room. This will save electricity.

				

					
					Be careful with paper. Use both sides of each sheet of paper. Use leftover sheets of paper for notes or letters. This will help save trees.

				

					
					If possible, hang your clothes to dry outside. A dryer uses a lot of electricity. This will help you cut down on the amount of electricity you use.

				

					
					Don’t litter. If you have something that you need to throw away, wait until you are near a trash can. Never throw it on the ground. The trash can wind up in our lakes, rivers, or oceans.

				

					
					Plant a tree or flowers. Ask your parents to help you. If you can’t do this at home, think about doing it at your grandparents’ home, your school, or at a local park. Trees provide shade on hot days, and both trees and flowers even clean the air we all breathe.
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				1. Someone might read this passage

				A. to find a recycling center near his or her school

				B. to enjoy a story about trees and flowers

				C. to learn about how to care for the planet

				D. to find out how electricity works

				2. If the author wrote more, what else might the author ask you to do?

				A. Leave your television on when you leave the house.

				B. Wash your towels every day.

				C. Have your parents drive you to school each morning.

				D. Turn the water off as you brush your teeth.

				3. What will using both sides of a sheet of paper do?

				4. Have you learned about caring for the Earth before? If so, when? What did you learn?

			

			Excellent Job! [image: ]

			

			[image: ] Checking In

			[image: ] Answers for this page:

			
				1. C

				2. D

				3. An A+ answer: “If you use both sides of a piece of paper, you use less of the Earth’s resources. This means the Earth will have more resources for the future.”

				4. An A+ answer: “I learned about caring for the Earth from Saturday morning cartoons. I learned that people should try to use their cars less to help reduce pollution.”

			

			If your child answered correctly, ask, “What information in the passage did you use to choose your answers?” Ask your child to write his or her reasons for choosing the correct answers in the margins and to underline the words in the passage that helped him or her identify those answers.

			If your child answered incorrectly, ask, “What were your reasons for choosing that answer?” Make sure you understand how your child arrived at the incorrect answer. If your child used prior knowledge that is not appropriate for this question, explain why the information is inappropriate and ask them to try again.

			[image: ] Watch Out!

			Sometimes it’s good for fourth graders to make their reading relevant by accessing knowledge that they already have about a particular topic. For example, with question 4, your child could have learned about caring for the Earth from many different places, such as school or television or friends or even other reading material. And if your child does have prior knowledge about a particular topic, that knowledge ought to help your child figure out whatever it is he or she is reading. It doesn’t hurt to push your child to look into things that they seem interested in. Children at this age are often tremendously curious, and children can be encouraged to indulge their curiosity through reading. Provide your child with the opportunity to read for enjoyment as well as to find out new things.

			

			What to Know…

			When your child sits down to read, how does she prepare herself? There are many things your child can do to prepare to read and to help herself understand a passage while she is reading.

			Review these skills with your child this way:

			
				
						
						Prior knowledge is any relevant information we have before we begin reading.

					

						
						A prediction is an idea or thought about the future.

					

						
						Strong readers often set a purpose for reading—they know if they are reading to get information or to have fun. To get information, people might read newspapers, instruction manuals, editorials, essays, dictionaries, cookbooks, and other texts. To have fun, people might read poems, novels, plays, short stories, and other texts.

					

				

			

			You and your child might see a sign like this when visiting a recycling center.

			
				[image: ] Recycling Center [image: ]

				Get cash for your:

				• bottles

				• cans

				• newspapers and magazines

				We are open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day.

				It’s fast and easy. Stop by today!

			

			
				Ask your child, “What do you know about recycling or recycling centers?” Then, ask your child, “If we were going to the recycling center, what might we do after seeing this sign?” Then, ask your child if he would read the sign for fun or to get information.

			

			

			[image: ] Checking In

			When correctly using prior knowledge, your child might say:

			
				
						
						I’ve never been to a recycling center, but I know that people recycle to help the Earth.

					

						
						Our local recycling center takes only newspaper, but this one takes newspaper, cans, and bottles.

					

				

			

			Children struggle when they use prior knowledge instead of details in a text:

			
				
						
						Our local recycling center takes only newspapers, so I think this sign is wrong.

					

						
						Our old cans and bottles are dirty, so no one would want them.

					

				

			

			Most children can use information to make predictions:

			
				
						
						The recycling center would like our old copies of Time magazine.

					

						
						If we go later than 6 p.m., the center will be closed.

					

				

			

			Most children can use information to set a purpose:

			
				
						
						I would read this sign because I want to get information about how to recycle things at the recycling center.

					

				

			

			
				Fourth Graders Are…

				Fourth graders sometimes assume information they have is the only information there is. It can be fun to surprise your child with facts that might not fit with what he or she already knows. You might ask, “Do you think Grandma likes to dance?” If your child says no, you might respond, “Grandma won a jitterbug contest when she was younger.” This will help your child understand how prior information can lead to incorrect predictions.

			

			

			On Your Way to an “A” Activities
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			Type: Reading/Writing

			Materials needed: a newspaper with a photo of a famous person

			Number of players: 2

			Be a fortune teller! Have one player silently read the newspaper article that goes with the photo. That player should keep the details of the story to himself or herself. The player who reads the story should show the other person the photo and give a very general idea of what the story is about. The player who did not read the story should write a paragraph that predicts what the story says. How close are the two stories? The player who wrote the paragraph should consider the prior information that he or she used. Were the predictions correct?
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			Type: Speaking/Listening

			Materials needed: reading materials, such as a newspaper, magazine, brochures, take-out menus, bus schedules, novels, plays, recipes, directions on a side of a box, and so on

			Number of players: 2

			Spread the reading materials out all over the room. Have one player stand in the center so they can see all of the materials at once. That player points to each item, one by one. For each, he or she asks if it would be read to get information or to have fun. After going over about half of the materials, you should switch positions. After all of the materials are identified, you can discuss several articles in each magazine and newspaper. Notice how different your answers are for each type of reading material. How is your answer for a recipe different from your answer for a novel?
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			Type: Reading/Writing

			Materials needed: a short story, paper, pencils

			Number of players: 2 or more

			Read the first half of a short story. Stop at the halfway point and predict what will happen in the rest of the story. Write a paragraph to describe your prediction. Have fun with it. If you want, draw a picture to accompany your story. Then, finish reading the story. Did you correctly predict the ending? What information did you use to make your predictions? Did you use prior information? If so, was it incorrect?

			[image: ] Study Right

			Show your child how to set a purpose when reading. You can do this with a variety of texts. If you are reading a recipe, you could point out that you are reading the recipe to figure out how to make a particular dish. Or, if you are reading directions on the side of a box, you might point out that you want to make sure you do something correctly. If you are reading a novel, you can explain that you are doing it for pleasure and what kind of pleasure this type of reading produces. This will help your child understand the variety of texts that are out there, as well as the range of reasons why we read things. After a week or so, turn the tables on your child. Encourage your child to tell you why she is reading something, such as a poster or a letter.

			

			Has your child breezed through the activities? If so, he or she can work on this Using Your Head activity independently.

			Using Your Head
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			Grab a pencil!

			Juan wrote the following paragraph for school. Read Juan’s paragraph. Then, answer the questions that follow.
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			Little Chores That Help

			I do a lot of little things to help save our planet. When I brush my teeth in the morning, I always turn the water off. I think about all the fish smiling while I’m brushing. They’ll still have some water to swim in, even if it’s just a tiny bit more. When my family and I went on a picnic in the summer, my parents wanted to throw away their plastic forks and cups, but I wouldn’t let them. They thought I was being a pain, but it doesn’t really take much time or effort to take the forks and cups home and wash them. This way we can use them again, and somebody else won’t have to carry around so much trash when they clean up the park. I also reuse
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one into 10 tenths in the
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independently. Give Jump RightIn!
your child as much time N
as he or she needs. >
But if your child takes 1. If Raheem mixes the pretzels and rais

more than 30 minutes, 3
consider the possibility A. =
that they may be 8
having a hard time 6

focusing, be unfamiliar B. —

with the skill, or have 16

difficulty with the skill.
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The Skill

Each lesson targets a
key fourth-grade skill. "~ Adding and Subtracting Fractions

You and your child can B dding and subtracting fractions is confusing for some middle-school
either work on all the : students, so imagine how difficult it must be for fourth graders who
. : are doing it for the first time. Adding and subtracting fractions is
lessons or Ple and ¢ different from regular addition and subtraction, which can further
choose the lessons you contribute to your child’s confusion.

¢ Athome, children hardly ever need to add or subtract fractions, so they really

want. If time is short
) - don’t practice this concept much, except in the classroom. As children get

your child can work on {0 % older, they mayneed to add or subtract fractions in the real world—
an activity without % especially for measurements.In the classroom, fourth graders are expected
L. ¢! toadd and subtract fractions with like and unlike denominators. It’s
reviewing an © ¢ important for children to learn how to do this since they will continue to
entire lesson. ! ¢ add and subtract fractions in every area of math.

© 1 To help your child fully understand how to add or subtract fractions, you can
Just for You ....+" % use models. You can also apply these skills to areas that your children enjoy,

For tipS, advice, insight, such as sports, games, cooking, and so on.

and clues from parents ... First things first: Get a sense of what your child already knows. Turn the
and educators start s page and tell your child to Jump Right In!
here! Read this before RV
diving into the rest of D
the lesson. Here's what you'll need for this lesson:
H H H et e « paper
First ThingsFirst ... : o e
This is the starting : : - markers
. . . . * indexcard:
point for your child e
in every lesson. |
b WW

Supplies .....-
Get your child in the
habit of gathering
supplies before
starting a lesson.
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CheckinglIn ...

Check your child’s
answers to the Jump
Right In! questions.
Whether your child
aced the Jump Right
In! questions or had
some trouble, here’s
stuff you can do to
keep supporting
your child.

Watch Out! ..

These tips identify
common pitfalls and
help you help your
child avoid them.

@ CheckingIn

@ Answers for pages 180 through 182:

1. C
2. D
3.B
4, AnA+answer: 1_3_1
2 8 8
5. An A+ answer: _+i=iorl
8 8 2

If your child answered correctly, ask, “What did you do to find the answer?”

Have your child walk you through the steps she took.

If your child answered incorrectly, review each question. Ask, “What do

% you do when you add or subtract fractions with like (or unlike) denominators?”

@) watchout!

Some children don’t realize that they should add or subtract only the numerato
when they’re adding and subtracting fractions. So they add the numerators togeth
as well as the denominators. To help your child with this problem, have
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Whatto Know...
Review these key

skills, definitions, and
examples with your
child. Questions and tips
are provided so you

and your child can talk
about the skills.

Fourth Graders Are... ....

Your child’s natural
stages of growth can
play into academic
success. These tips give
you insider info on the
developmental stages of
your child and how to
help your child through
his or her transitions.

WhattoKnow...

* Your child needs to understand the terms fraction, numerator, and denomi
¢ these definitions on page 167) before moving on to these new skills.

e Review these skills with your child this way:

« A multiple is a number that is a product of a whole number and
another number. For example, 5 X 2 = 10, so 10 is a multiple of 5. The
numbers 15, 20, and 25 are all multiples of 5.

« The greatest common factor (GCF) is the greatest of the factors that
are shared by two numbers.

Fourth Graders Are..
Fourth graders love to
play games and measur
Don't hesitate tointeg
skills you are working
onwith them
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Using Your Head
If your child feels
confident, here’s

an independent,
challenging activity
where your child can
show oft what

she knows.

Has your child breezed through the activities? If so, he or she can

Your Head activity independently. If not, look for help with sequenc

| Using Your Head

20

minutes

N

Grab a pencil!
Raheem, Miranda, and Terry are on a picnic.

1. If Raheem brough 1 cup of his trail mix and they

T cup of it, how much trail mix is left?
4
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