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Read This Important Safety Notice

To prevent accidents, keep safety in mind while you work. The tool guards in some photos have been removed for clarity. Use the safety guards installed on power equipment; they are for your protection. When working on power equipment, keep fingers away from saw blades, wear safety goggles to prevent injuries from flying wood chips and sawdust, wear headphones to protect your hearing and consider installing a dust vacuum to reduce the amount of airborne sawdust in your woodshop. Don't wear loose clothing, such as neckties or shirts with loose sleeves, or jewelry, such as rings, necklaces or bracelets, when working on power equipment. Tie back long hair to prevent it from getting caught in your equipment. People who are sensitive to certain chemicals should check the chemical content of any product before using it. The authors and editors who compiled this book have tried to make the contents as accurate and correct as possible. Plans, illustrations, photographs and text have been carefully checked. All instructions, plans and projects should be carefully read, studied and understood before beginning construction. Due to the variability of local conditions, construction materials, skill levels, etc., neither the author nor Popular Woodworking Books assumes any responsibility for any accidents, injuries, damages or other losses incurred resulting from the material presented in this book. Prices listed for supplies and equipment were current at the time of publication and are subject to change. Glass shelving should have all edges polished and must be tempered. Untempered glass shelves may shatter and can cause serious bodily injury. Tempered shelves are very strong and if they break will just crumble, minimizing personal injury.
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introduction


When it comes to wood-working, there are a couple of basic principles I try to follow. First, I want to make use of the man-made materials that have been developed from wood. I prefer sheet material over solid wood because many sheet materials have been created using the so-called “garbage” woods. Scrub trees, stumps and timber that couldn't be used for boards in the past are now being made into particleboard or plycoresheets. Since it isn't being plowed under, burned or left to rot, our forests benefit.

One premium-grade log can be used for veneers, and the previously wasted trees make up the stable core. That beautiful lumber then becomes dozens of cabinets instead of just one. That's what I call extending a natural resource.

The second principle has to do with teaching and writing. I build cabinets, teach woodworking and write books. The teaching aspect must be the primary focus of each book. I don't write books to show everyone how much I know about the subject — that's not, nor should it be — the function of any book. It's a learning tool and must be created with that in mind. I hope I've accomplished that goal.

I realized a long time ago how little I know about this vast and wonderful world we call woodworking. I learn new things each day and try to pass them on to fellow woodworkers. I look forward to writing a book or teaching a woodworking class because I know I will learn something new. That's the exciting and wonderful part of my work.

The projects I've designed and built for this book illustrate different techniques. I've attempted to show a number of ways to build a carcass, door and drawer. Almost all the projects have doors, but they are built using different techniques in an attempt to show different methods and styles of joinery. Don't be shy about using a technique in one chapter to build a project in another — that's the whole idea. Don't hesitate to experiment, because the knowledge gained by making mistakes is valuable.

Finally, as I've said in other books, you can build any of these projects simply by following the plans. As a result you'll have a nice piece of furniture that will last a few years. However, the real value is learning something new.
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