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			Dedication

			
		
    To the students and teachers at Methodist English School, Tanjong Malim, past, present, and future. May your stories continue to inspire across the pages of time.
To all students and teachers of MES Class of 69.
To all who treasure the simple magic of books and libraries.
To my beloved wife, Wai Yin, whose love and unwavering support have been the foundation of everything I do.
To my sons, who have brought joy and purpose into my life.
To my daughters-in-law, who have enriched our family with their warmth and kindness.
To my grandsons and granddaughters, the light of my life, who remind me daily of the beauty and wonder of the world.
Above all, to the glory of God, whose grace has guided me through every step of my journey.
Finally, this book is for you all.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "To journey through time is to walk the thin line between memory and destiny."
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This story was born from a love of Malaysian history, old school stories, and the timeless wonder of books.

I am grateful to the many teachers, librarians, and mentors who keep the flame of curiosity alive.

Special thanks to my readers and supporters for your encouragements which makes each new page possible.

Special thanks to my MES school mate Lim Soo Ken for writing the forward.
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He stepped into the brilliant light

A whisper lost in the endless night
The faded stars and faded signs
To breathe again in '69.
The air is thick with colored tones
With rotary dials and cobbled stones 
The world reborn in black and white 
Born again in a youthful light
Bell-bottomed dreams and deep blue skies
Moon landings seen through optimistic eyes 
Young and old faces laughing free 
Time not touched by memory
Was he returning to change the past? 
Find out the things that cannot last? 
Unspoken words to correct the wrong 
Find the place where the heart belong
Time, though bent will not unspool 
For those who wish to change the rule 
The past is a transient flame 
In its glow, he is not the same.
He came back with eyes that see 
Not what was lost, but what must be 
Travellers learn what to find
Not through time but mind
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When I first read Time Traveller’s Return: Back to 1969, I was impressed by its creative story and the lasting emotions it left me with.  Dr. Andrew C S Koh's novel explores time, memory, and morality in a way that resonates personally and universally.

Rather than just being a fun time travel story, this tale prompts us to consider our history, heritage, and the small choices that impact it. Dr. Koh presents a lively and dynamic Malaysia, reflecting its crucial historical moment through the perspective of someone who truly understands it.

What makes this novel so captivating is its seamless fusion of nostalgia and forward-thinking. The visit to Tanjong Malim's MES School Library reflects our desire to reconnect with our past, fix our mistakes, and protect the good amid change. 

The core of this story asks a deep question: What does it mean to be human in a world shaped by history and driven towards the future?

Dr. Koh encourages us to ponder this question, not through simplistic answers, but through depth, creativity, and emotional resonance.

This book is not just a return to 1969. It is a return to ourselves.

Lim Soo Ken

2025
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Time Traveller's Return: Back to 1969 is a short story about time travel that explores Malaysia's past and reflects on our life choices.

This novel was inspired by my strong connection to Tanjong Malim and the MES School Library, which are filled with memories and have shaped my identity.

I wanted to blend fact and fiction to illustrate Malaysia in 1969: a nation at a pivotal moment, filled with hope, where people faced the challenges and dreams of a post-independence time.

At the heart of this tale is Dr. Andrew Koh, who, through an inexplicable twist of fate, finds himself hurled backward in time by an old book. What follows is a gripping blend of memory, mystery, and moral dilemma. 

As Andrew faces his past, he questions the future: Can technology protect humanity, or will it destroy it? Can a single act of kindness ripple across time? Should the past be preserved, or is it ever right to change it?

The book explores heritage and celebrates the beauty of culture, showing how literature can go beyond time, space, and identity.

Whether you lived through the 1960s or are learning about them now, I invite you to dive into a time where history echoes and the human spirit thrives.

Welcome to 1969.

Dr. Andrew C S Koh

2025
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This wonderful time-travelling mystery was engaging and magical. It’s a great book to read. Rowan E Creech, Goodreads, ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

A gem of a story, imaginative, heartfelt, and rich with sci-fi adventure. The author beautifully weaves past, present, and future into a hopeful tale about how one life can ripple through time. Uplifting, nostalgic, and inspiring. A perfect read for families and dreamers alike. The message lingers long after the last page. Mike Joyner, Amazon, ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Time Traveller’s Return: Back to 1969 is a nostalgic and imaginative short read that explores the tension between past and future. With its mix of suspense and reflection, it raises thoughtful questions about memory, choice, and destiny. A simple yet deeply engaging story.. Anonymous Customer, Amazon Germany ★★★★★

Time Traveller’s Return is a heartfelt story that blends imagination and history as a man step back into a different era to rediscover his past. It beautifully explores memory, identity, and the emotions tied to revisiting old times. A touching and thoughtful read for those who enjoy reflective time-travel tales. Sam Liu, Amazon ★★★★★

This fictional book absolutely blew me away. The imagery, imagination, and sci-fi blend were excellent, fast-paced yet beautifully simple. With nostalgia woven into past, present, and glimpses of the future, it’s an uplifting time travel adventure with a wonderful message. Highly recommended! Jennifer Surdam, Bookbub, ★★★★★

Fiction or reality? Memories come alive in this gripping blend of mystery, memory, and moral dilemma. Dr. Andrew Koh takes us back to the late 1960s, drawing us into
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