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Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move




	♔

	King




	♕

	Queen




	♖

	Rook




	♗

	Bishop




	♘

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better
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	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better




	+–

	White has a decisive advantage




	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage




	=

	balanced position




	!

	good move




	!!

	excellent move




	?

	bad move




	??

	blunder




	!?

	interesting move




	?!

	dubious move




	#

	mate




	ch

	championship




	zt

	zonal tournament




	izt

	interzonal tournament




	ct

	candidates tournament




	tt

	team tournament




	ol

	olympiad




	m

	match




	cr

	correspondence










Preface by grandmaster Pepe Cuenca

I can recall two nightmares that marked my adolescence: one chess-related, one non-chess-related. The non-chess-related one was that I dreamt I was choking on a piece of chewing gum. I woke up but still thought that the dream was real. I desperately hurled myself off the top bunk in which I slept and as I fell I managed to knee my little brother in the stomach. My brother brought me back to reality, not before calling me every name under the sun.

The chess-related nightmare was called the London System. Between the ages of thirteen and twenty-three I must have played at least fifty games against the Serbian International Master Slobodan Kovacevic in tournaments in Andalucía. The much-loved ‘Kovy’, as we affectionately called him among my group of chess friends, was a specialist in this line, which caused me much suffering for many years over the board. And I say over the board because away from it, analysing with Kovacevic was a real pleasure, and I learned a huge amount from him.

My desperation was so great that one of my best friends, International Master Marcos Camacho, even suggested playing 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘f3 b6 3.♗f4 ♗a6!?, to drag London players out of their comfort zone at all cost. Rather desperate measures, as you can see!

The book The Agile London System by FIDE master Oscar de Prado was a great success. I read it with great pleasure and learned about many variations of which I was unaware, or to which I had previously paid no attention. This new book aims to explore even more deeply the different strategic plans involved and bring the theoretical lines up to date. This updating of the London System is needed, since in recent years there have been many games with it among the world’s chess elite, including the World Champion Magnus Carlsen, who has employed it as one of his main weapons in several rapid and blitz world championship events.

A mistake that London System players often make is to play it in 100% of their games with the white pieces, and without studying it very deeply. I think that with this book the reader will come to realise the richness of this opening and how necessary it is to know it well, both with white and with black. There are some variations which are more positional but also some very aggressive lines of a tactical nature, or involving an attack against the black king.


All in all, I would say that the London System is a very interesting weapon and I think that this book of Oscar’s is a meticulous piece of work, in which you can learn all the intricacies hidden in this opening, which every day is being employed by ever more tournament players.

A special game

This is perhaps one of the games with the London System that has made the greatest impression on me in the last few years and which has given me the greatest enjoyment. I was also fortunate to be able to provide live commentary to this game, which was a very exciting experience. The game was played between two good friends of mine, two of the most outstanding young players in Spanish chess: Miguelito Santos and Jaime Santos. Fasten your seat belts and prepare to enjoy yourselves!

Game 1 London System, main line

Miguel Santos Ruiz 2581

Jaime Santos Latasa 2575

Iberoamericano Internet 2020 (2)

1.d4 d5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♗f4 c5 4.e3 ♘c6 5.♘bd2 e6 6.c3 ♗d6

This is the line I myself usually play against the London System, The middlegame battle, as nearly always in this system, revolves round the squares e4 and e5.

7.♗g3

7.♗xd6?! would mean losing the above-mentioned battle for the square e5.

7…0-0

7…♗xg3?! is risky for Black. After the opening of the h-file White has

plenty of attacking possibilities against the black king.

[image: images]

8.♗d3

The natural square for the bishop. It controls e4 and points at h7.

8.♗b5!? is the other very interesting possibility, which the World Champion Magnus Carlsen himself has played with great success. His victory over Vishy Anand is very instructive: 8…a6 9.♗xc6 bxc6 10.♕a4 ♖b8 11.♕a3 ♗xg3 12.hxg3 cxd4 13.cxd4 a5 14.0-0 ♕b6 15.b3 ♗a6 16.♖fc1 ♘d7 17.♕d6 ♕a7 18.♖xc6 ♗b5 19.♖c7 ♖b7 20.♖ac1 a4 21.♖xb7 ♕xb7 22.♖c7 ♕b8 23.♖xd7 ♗xd7 24.♕xd7 1-0 Carlsen-Anand, Doha 2016.

8…b6 9.♕e2!?

A very venomous attacking line. White’s main idea is to break very quickly with e3-e4.

9.♘e5 is the main line. White prepares the advance 9…♗b7 10.f4 and attack on the kingside. Here there is one of the most attractive positional manoeuvres that I learned when studying this line in depth: 10…♘e7 (Black threatens to play …♘e4 and subsequently …f7-f6 to expel the powerful knight from e5) 11.♕f3 (for the moment White prevents this) 11…♘f5 12.♗f2. After this move it would seem that Black has made a fool of himself, because g2-g4 is coming, but… 12…♗e7!! (making room for the knight on d6; later Black will occupy e4 with a complicated and very interesting position) 13.g4 ♘d6 14.g5 ♘fe4 15.0-0-0 c4 16.♗c2 b5 17.♕h3 b4 18.♘xe4 dxe4 19.♗e1 ♗d5 20.♖g1 b3 21.axb3 cxb3 22.♗b1 f5 23.gxf6 ♗xf6 24.♖g4 ♘f5 25.♔d2 ♕a5 26.♔e2 ♗xe5 27.dxe5 ♖ad8 28.♔f2 ♕a1 29.♗d2 ♗c4 30.♕h5 ♕xb2 31.♔e1 ♖xd2 0-1 Karjakin-Adams, Wijk aan Zee 2016.

9.e4! is another very venomous move to which Black should respond with …♗e7. I can testify to the dangers of this variation. I faced it over the board in the Madrid League 2016/17 against the strong International Master Javier Moreno Ruiz. I was nailed to the board for 45 minutes thinking and I didn’t have a clue what to do. In fact I was clearly worse after capturing the pawn, which seems the most natural: 9…dxe4 (9…♗e7! is the correct response, but not at all easy to play over the board if you don’t know the position) 10.♘xe4 ♘xe4 11.♗xe4 ♗b7 12.dxc5 ♗xc5 13.♕a4 and, for example, after the ‘natural’ 13…♕c8? 14.♗xh7+!! and… hasta la vista, baby! 14…♔xh7 15.♕h4+ ♔g8 16.♘g5, with a decisive advantage.

9…♗b7 10.e4 ♗e7!

The typical response to e3-e4, to avoid the fork …e6-e5. If 10…dxe4 11.♘xe4 ♘xe4 12.♗xe4 (12.♕xe4 g6 13.0-0-0∞) 12…cxd4 13.♖d1, reaching very complex positions.

11.e5 ♘h5

[image: images]

12.h4!N

A novelty that contains a lot of venom, as we’ll see in the game. White is preparing a support point for the knight on g5.

12.a3, introduced in Welling-Blomqvist, Fornebu 2106, is the main move in this position.

12…♘xg3 13.fxg3 ♕b8!

Better than 13…♕c7 because after 14.♗xh7+ ♔xh7 15.♘g5+ ♔h6 16.0-0 the black queen is unable to go to e8 to protect f7.

[image: images]


14.♗xh7+!

White goes all-in with the bishop sacrifice on h7.

14…♔xh7 15.♘g5+ ♔h6

The only move. 15…♔g8 16.♕h5 ♗xg5 17.hxg5 f6 18.g6 and it’s all over; 15…♗xg5 16.hxg5+ ♔g8 17.♕h5 transposes.

16.♕d3

Threatening mate in one. If now 16.♕e3 cxd4 17.cxd4 ♗a6! 18.♘xe6+ and again we can appreciate the importance of the queen being on b8 rather than c7: 18…♔h7 19.♘xf8+ ♕xf8, with a clear advantage to Black. The bishop pair is clearly superior to the rook.

16 ♘df3 is the recommendation of the engine (with equality), in a position that a human being needs weeks to understand!

16…g6 17.h5!

[image: images]

17…♘xe5!!

If 17…gxh5 then 18.♕h7+ ♔xg5 19.♕xh5 mate.

18.hxg6+

Not 18.dxe5? ♕xe5+ 19.♔f2 ♕xg5 and White’s attack is insufficient.

18…♔g7

If 18…♔xg5 then 19.♕e3+ ♔f6 20.♕f4+ ♔xg6 21.♕h6+ ♔f5 22.♖h5+ ♔g4 23.♖g5+ ♗xg5 24.♕h3 mate.

19.♖h7+ ♔g8

[image: images]

20.♖h8+!

And here, incredibly, Black has to play 20…♔g7 with a draw by repetition. Not even the engines, to start with, see the winning variation for White after the capture of the rook. Stockfish needs about ten seconds on my machine.

20…♔xh8?

If 20…♔g7 then 21.♖h7+ ♔g8 22.♖h8+ with a draw.

21.g7+ ♔xg7 22.♕h7+ ♔f6

The king goes for a stroll up the board.

23.♕h6+ ♔f5

[image: images]

24.0-0-0?

24.♔e2!! is the key move to win, since it threatens the deadly check on f1 and at the same time prevents the check on d3. If 24…♗a6+ then 25.c4! and there’s no way to prevent ♖f1+, winning.

24…♘d3+ 25.♔c2 ♕xg3 26.♖f1+ ♘f4

And Black has been given time to provide cover.

27.♘h3

[image: images]

27…♕d3+?

After 27…♗d6, White would have had nothing better than 28.♕h5+ ♔f6 29.♘xf4 ♗xf4 30.♕e5+ ♔e7 31.♖xf4, and Black’s advantage in material is too great.

28.♔c1 ♕xf1+

The only move.

29.♘xf1 ♘xh3 30.♘g3+ ♔g4 31.♕xh3+ ♔f4 32.♘e2+ ♔g5 33.♕g3+ ♔h6 34.♕h3+ ♔g6 35.♘f4+ ♔g5 36.♕g3+?

It was a draw after 36.♕e3!, for example 36…♔f5 37.♕e5+ ♔g4 38.♘h3 ♔h4! 39.♕e3!.

36…♔f5

[image: images]

And Miguel lost on time in an inferior position, having run out of checks. When you face the London System you expect long positional games, but this opening contains some diabolical variations, such as the one shown in this game. I hope you liked it!

GM José Cuenca Jimenez
 Granada, May 2021







Introduction

The London System, which also covers the so-called Pereyra Attack, the New York System and the modern Jobava Attack, is a universal opening system characterised by a set-up for White usually based on playing d2-d4, ♗f4, ♘f3, e2-e3, c2-c3 and h2-h3 and which can be played against almost any response by Black. It has a reputation for solidity and it relies more on schemes than long lines of theory. It’s more important to understand the ideas and plans of the system than to study a lot of theory, although at times it requires a degree of precision in the move-order.

It has long been a popular opening with club players and amateurs but in recent years, following the publication of my previous book The Agile London System in 2016, added to the fact that the world elite, led by Magnus Carlsen, began to play this system on a regular basis, the popularity of the London has really taken off and it has featured in a great number of games. At the same time we have seen the appearance of a host of courses, books and videos on this opening, as well as a great deal of analysis devoted to it.

In this book we are going to look at the London System from a more practical viewpoint, focusing on the needs of amateur players, in contrast to my previous book The Agile London System, which was a much more theoretical work and tried to cover all possible options. To be clear, the present book is neither a theoretical manual on the London System, nor simply an update to the previous book, although the latest novelties and the currently critical lines are analysed. This is essentially a new book, focusing on the specific themes that arise in this opening and with an explanation of the most important plans and ideas. The aim is to help the amateur player to understand the London System and play it correctly and easily.

The London System is ideal for players who don’t have much time to study openings, or simply dislike, or are not very good at, studying long and difficult theoretical variations. We can play the same opening against many black responses and we can often play our ideal set-up without worrying too much about the move-order, or the opponent’s preparation. The worse that can happen is that Black equalises, but from that point on we can play the rest of the game from a solid position and with a knowledge of the plans.


In the present book we are going to cover a variety of important strategic concepts, common situations, move-orders, typical plans and ideas, as well as typical tactics, combinations and endgames, all in a clear and simple way, so that anyone can learn and play this opening, no matter their playing level.






LESSON 1

General ideas and move-orders

The London System is ideal for players who do not have much time to study openings, or who just like to play solidly, although in many lines it’s necessary to be precise with the move-order. In general, our play will be based more on common ideas and themes than on very specific or complicated variations; it’s very difficult to end up in a bad position with white, or to be surprised right in the opening.

The aim is not to gain an advantage straight from the first moves of the opening but instead to play according to a quiet scheme and then continue according to how the opponent responds. In many variations the position opens up and White wins a lot of games with a strong attack on the enemy king; even though this is a solid system, it doesn’t mean that we give up all ideas of attacking or gaining the initiative. Sometimes the play is more positional but at other times an attack is appropriate.

The advantage that the London System player has over his opponents is the greater experience he will have in the majority of positions, because very often our opponents don’t find the best plans, due to having less experience. In addition, the belief that this is a harmless or drawish opening system can lead opponents into taking it too lightly or neglecting to prepare against it. We can play the London System against practically all of our opponent’s responses, which is going to save us a lot of time and effort in preparing for games.

The London System is characterised by quick development of the queen’s bishop to f4. After 1.d4 the next move is usually 2.♗f4, or 2.♘f3 followed by 3.♗f4, so that after a subsequent e2-e3 the bishop will be outside the pawn chain and play an active part in the game. This bishop will be one of the key pieces in many variations of the London System. After that White plays c2-c3, forming a triangle of centre pawns (c3/d4/e3), although in a few variations the c-pawn is advanced to c4. The move h2-h3 completes the set-up, providing a hiding place on h2 for the f4-bishop.

The white king’s bishop will generally go to d3 (its best square) in games where Black doesn’t fianchetto on the kingside (…g7-g6). Sometimes it goes to b5, to put pressure on the c6-knight. However it will go to e2 when Black plays a defence based on …g7-g6, such as the King’s Indian or the Grünfeld.

In most games White castles kingside. Sometimes White delays castling, in order to attack the black king by throwing forward the h- and g-pawns. In the usual lines of the London System, it’s almost never good for White to castle queenside.

The queen’s knight usually goes to d2 when White has played c2-c3, or to c3 if White has played c2-c4.

The white queen has various options. We usually try to bring it to the kingside, after playing ♘e5, via f3-h3, or perhaps directly to h5. On many occasions the queen will emerge on the queenside via b3 and at other times it will go to e2, to support the advance e3-e4.

[image: images]

This would be White’s usual development pattern in the London System in the majority of variations where Black doesn’t fianchetto on the kingside with …g7-g6; in that case the light-squared bishop would be on e2. As we can see, we have the bishop on f4, outside the pawn chain formed by the triangle c3/d4/e3. The move h2-h3 provides it with a hiding place on h2. Normally we would follow up with kingside castling and then, depending on Black’s set-up, we would decide where to develop our queen and what plan to follow.

The move-order is also important. Even though sometimes it won’t matter which move we make first, we should be aware of some precise move-orders, in order to frustrate the opponent’s plans and try to gain the advantage.

Move-order

Let’s now consider the recommen­ded move-order against Black’s various replies. Let’s begin with the critical line which marks the main difference between playing 2.♗f4 or 2.♘f3.

1.d4 d5

Or 1 …♘f6. In both cases we play…

2.♗f4

This is the precise order that we recommend, developing the bishop to f4 instead of playing 2.♘f3. Bringing the bishop out first has several advantages, mainly in connection with Black’s ideas of playing …c7-c5 and …♕b6. In many variations that Black can choose it makes no difference, but in the lines where Black mounts quick pressure against b2 with the moves …c7-c5, …♘c6, …♕b6 it’s preferable to postpone ♘f3 in favour of developing the queenside.

The key difference if we develop the king’s knight first can be seen in the following sequence: 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♗f4 c5 4.e3 ♘c6 5.c3. The most accurate continuation for White according to current theory would be 5.♘bd2 ♕b6 6.dxc5! ♕xb2 (or 6…♕xc5), which is admittedly a promising line for White, but not one we recommend in this book, since it steps outside the most usual schemes of the London System. It produces a very irregular pawn structure and leads to more complicated positions, where we would need to study more theory, and in this book we want to provide you with simple, precise variations and above all for you to learn the usual plans and ideas. 5…♕b6 6.♕b3 c4! 7.♕c2 The ending after 7.♕xb6 axb6 is good for Black, but now Black has a strong reply:


[image: images]

analysis diagram



7…♗f5!

This is the key move, gaining an important tempo for development and forcing White’s response.

8.♕c1

It’s not possible to capture with 8.♕xf5, since after 8…♕xb2 Black will win the rook on a1, with a winning advantage. But after 8.♕c1 Black has equalised with no problems. Although a few strong players, such as Kamsky, have played this with white we don’t recommend it. White has no advantage and furthermore Black’s game is more comfortable.

So let’s go back to the main variation after 2.♗f4, when Black plays…

2…♘f6.

After the moves 2…e6 or 2…c5 we would also play 3.e3.

3.e3 c5

Another advantage of moving the bishop first and postponing the development of the knight is that we prevent lines such as 3…♘h5, which here loses the knight after 4.♕xh5, and we also avoid a pin with 3…♗g4, which could now be answered with 4.♕d3, 4.f3 or 4.♗e2.

4.c3

This move bolsters the centre by supporting the d4-pawn; it’s our most common response when Black plays …c7-c5. It also allows the white queen to go to b3, if White needs to defend b2. The moves 4.♘c3 and 4.dxc5 are also interesting, although they lie outside our usual scheme.


4…♘c6 5.♘d2

This move releases the a1-rook from its imprisonment.

5…♕b6

Attacking the b2-point. Other moves, such as 5…e6 or 5…♗f5, are less sharp and lead to normal London System positions.

6.♕b3

White defends the b2-pawn and offers the exchange of queens, since the ending would be favourable to White.

6…c4

This move attacks the white queen, which must now take a decision; instead, 6…♕xb3 7.axb3 favours White.

[image: images]

7.♕c2!

Now this move is the correct one and it allows White to fight for the advantage, since here the bishop sortie 7…♗f5? fails to 8.♕xf5 ♕xb2 9.♕b1, with a decisive advantage to White.

Here Black usually plays 7…g6, although after 8.e4 White maintains an initiative.

Now we shall look at the move- order which is considered to be the main line of the London System, arising after…

1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 e6

[image: images]

4.♘f3

This is the main and most important move.

The development of the knight can be further delayed with 4.♘d2 c5 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♗d3 ♗d6 and here there is an independent line, which is a type of Stonewall Attack with White’s bad bishop exchanged – which we shall look at further on – arising after 7.♗xd6 ♕xd6 8.f4.

This is better than 4.♗d3, which as well as depriving White of the option of ♗b5, which is good in some lines, allows 4…c5 5.c3 ♕b6; this move disturbs White’s natural development, since none of 6.♕b3, 6.b3, 6.♕c1 or 6.♕c2 promise much.

4…c5

Black’s move-order can vary; it’s possible to play 4…♗d6 here, seeking to exchange the f4-bishop, to which the usual answer is 5.♗g3.

Also playable is 4…♗e7, which I consider less testing for White; when Black makes this move, covering the g5-square, he is usually threatening to exchange the f4-bishop with …♘h5 and although we can sometimes allow the exchange on f4, White’s strongest move is 5.♘e5. We make this move when Black has played …♗e7, but not after …♗d6. If you don’t like it though, you can always play the normal 5.h3.

5.c3

A move that bolsters the centre and allows the queen to come out to b3 if necessary.

5…♘c6 6.♘bd2 ♗d6

The best and most usual line for Black is this one, seeking to exchange the f4-bishop and hoping to be able to play a later …e6-e5, freeing his position. White, for his part, should either prevent this exchange or else allow it only if he gains some advantage in return.

The alternative would again be to play 6…♗e7, with the idea of hunting the London bishop with …♘h5; then we can either play 7.♘e5, which would be the start of the variation known as the Pereyra Attack, or the quieter move 7.h3.

[image: images]

7.♗g3

This retreat, as we said, is good and is the usual move, although there are other options, such as allowing the exchange on f4. We’re going to recommend this as our main line. White’s idea is that if Black exchanges the bishops it will open the h-file for us, making kingside castling more dangerous for Black; in that case we would normally try to castle queenside (as should Black). White’s idea would be to place a knight on e5 and advance the pawns with f2-f4, g2-g4 etc.

7…0-0

The alternative is to exchange on g3, although this is not played much, since it leaves White with the more comfortable position and Black with few chances of counterplay. After 7…♗xg3 8.hxg3 ♕d6 Black is threatening to free himself with …e6-e5, so now White should respond with 9.♗b5!. This pin is essential in order to fight for the advantage; White is prepared to give up his bishop for the knight in order to be able to install a strong white knight on e5.

8.♗d3

This is the main and best move when Black plays …d7-d5 and …e7-e6. The d3-square is usually the best for this bishop, commanding the diagonal b1-h7 and aiming towards the black king and the h7-pawn. White has also tried 8.♗b5 here, but it has been shown that Black has no problems after 8…♘e7 or 8…♗e7; White normally ends up retreating the bishop with 9.♗d3.


[image: images]

Black has several plans, the most common at the moment being 8…b6, although 8…♕e7 and 8…♖e8 are also played.

Now let’s consider the main move- order against the lines where Black plays …g7-g6, the usual choice of King’s Indian or Grünfeld players.

1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6

[image: images]

3.e3

Here there’s a very fashionable alternative in 3.♘c3, which can even be played on move 2. White threatens to advance with e2-e4 and now, in order to avoid lines of the Pirc Defence, Black usually plays 3…d5. Instead, after 3…d6 or 3…♗g7 White could play 4.e4, which most King’s Indian or Grünfeld players don’t like to face. After 4.e3 ♗g7 White has a choice between the aggressive 5.h4, which is the most popular, and the quieter moves 5.♘b5 and 5.♗e2.

3…♗g7 4.♘f3

Even here White can still play 4.♘c3, but this time Black has no need to respond with …d7-d5, now that White has already played e2-e3 (as playing e3-e4 would now lose a tempo). Instead Black can develop normally with 4…0-0 and follow up with …d7-d6.

4…0-0 5.♗e2

In the variations where Black plays …g7-g6, White nearly always develops his light-squared bishop on e2. On d3 it would be more exposed to a possible …d7-d6/…e7-e5 break, which might threaten a further advance to e4, forking the bishop and the f3-knight. Furthermore the diagonal b1-h7 is blocked, reducing the scope of the bishop on d3. From e2 the bishop can support a possible h4-h5 break. In some variations the bishop moves to f3. A playable alternative is 5.h3.

[image: images]

5…d6

We shall cover the Grünfeld set-up with 5…d5 further on.


6.h3

This move is designed to provide a refuge on h2 for the London bishop, anticipating a possible attack by Black’s knight from h5, although it’s also possible to play 6.0-0. In that case 6…♘h5 can be met with a thematic manoeuvre to prevent or hinder the exchange of the bishop with 7.♗g5 h6 8.♗h4 g5 and now 9.♘fd2!, which is the key move, attacking the black knight. Now if 9…♘f6 then 10.♗g3 preserves the bishop, so Black usually plays 9…♘f4 or 9…gxh4, leading to complex positions with an unbalanced pawn structure.

6…c5

Black has various options here, but 6…c5 is the most popular move. After 6…♘c6, 6…♘bd7 or 6…♘fd7 the best option is 7.0-0.

7.c3 b6 8.0-0 ♗b7 9.♘bd2 ♘bd7

[image: images]

This is one of the main positions of the London System vs the King’s Indian Defence.

Here White has several options to choose from and sometimes the move-order is relatively unimpor­tant, since they all generally lead to the same plan.

The most frequently played move is 10.a4, gaining space on the queen­side, but White can also preface this with 10.♗h2 or 10.♖e1, which usually form part of White’s plan in any case.

Now let’s see how White tackles a Grünfeld set-up by Black:

1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.e3 ♗g7 4.♘f3 0-0 5.♗e2 d5

[image: images]

With this move Black opts for the typical Grünfeld set-up. Now the pawn break …e7-e5 is harder for Black to achieve, and less unpleasant for White to face. In return Black increases his control of the centre, especially the e4-square.

6.0-0

Here White can play 6.♘c3, trans­posing to the so-called Barry Attack. Alternatively he can transpose to the main line with 6.h3 c5 7.c3 ♘c6 8.♘bd2 ♕b6 9.♕b3.

6…c5 7.c3 ♘c6

The alternative is to play an im­me­diate 7…b6 8.♘bd2 (or 8.h3) 8…♗b7 9.h3 (9.a4 and 9.b4 are also good).

8.h3

This is the best move and is neces­sary now to enable the retreat of the bishop from f4 to h2, since after 8.♘bd2 ♘h5 the typical manoeuvre to preserve the bishop doesn’t work very well, e.g. 9.♗g5 h6 10.♗h4 g5 11.♘e1 cxd4! 12.cxd4 (if 12.exd4 ♘f4) 12…♘f4 13.♗g3 (13.exf4 gxh4) 13…♘xe2+ 14.♕xe2, and Black achieves a good position.

[image: images]

8…♕b6

Here 8…♘d7 is also played, after which 9.♘bd2 e5 10.♘xe5 ♘dxe5 11.dxe5 ♘xe5 12.♘f3 is a bit better for White. Black can equally well opt for the set-up with 8…b6.

9.♕b3 c4

[image: images]

10.♕a3!

Here this is the best move, profiting from the fact that the black bishop is on g7, so the diagonal a3-f8 is available. From a3 the queen sup­ports the break b2-b3, which will give White the advantage. The exchange of queens with 10.♕xb6 gives White no advantage; neither does the retreat 10.♕c2 ♗f5 promise White much.

Now let’s consider White’s move- order against the Queen’s Indian Defence, arising after:

1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 b6

[image: images]

Black opts for a typical Queen’s Indian Defence set-up.

4.♘f3 ♗b7 5.♗d3

Another frequently played option is 5.♘bd2 ♗e7 6.h3; however, if we play the immediate 5.h3, before Black has moved his bishop to e7, Black can choose 5…♗d6 instead, which equalises.

5…♗e7

[image: images]

6.h3!

Once Black has played …♗e7 he is threatening to harass our bishop with …♘h5; that’s why the move h2-h3 is necessary, to hide the bishop on h2. Consequently 6.0-0 ♘h5 would equalise for Black.

6…0-0 7.0-0 c5 8.c3 d6 9.♘bd2

[image: images]

9…♘bd7

I believe it’s slightly better for Black to develop this knight to d7 rather than c6, since on d7 it doesn’t inter­rupt the action of the b7-bishop. If 9…♘c6, 10.♕e2 is the best move, defending the bishop on d3.

10.♕e2

This is the main set-up for White against the Queen’s Indian. White has several plans, such as e3-e4, ♗h2, ♖e1 or a2-a4.

Now let’s look at how we play against the Dutch Defence after:

1.d4 f5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3.

[image: images]

Now Black must decide which type of Dutch Defence he wants to play:

 - Leningrad, with …g7-g6

 - Classical with …e7-e6 and …d7-d6

 - a set-up with …b7-b6

 - a Stonewall with …e7-e6 and …d7-d5.

3…e6

The Leningrad set-up is considered somewhat inferior in this move- order, due to 3…g6 4.h4!. White can also play more conventionally with 4.♘f3 ♗g7, and now an interesting idea is 5.♗c4!?, hindering Black’s castling. White has also played 5.c4 or 5.h3. Black should answer 4.h4 with 4…h6, since after 4…♗g7?! 5.h5! White gains a clear advantage, which can quickly become decisive, for instance after the dubious 5…♘xh5.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



This is refuted with 6.♖xh5! gxh5 7.♕xh5+, which gives White a winning advantage.

The same results after 5…0-0? 6.hxg6 hxg6 7.♕f3, among other things.

Relatively best is probably 5…d6, but after 6.h6 White remains with a clear advantage.

After 4…h6 White continues with 5.♘c3 d6 (if 5…♗g7 White has the advantage after 6.♕f3 0-0 7.♕g3 or 6…d6 7.♕g3 ♔f7) 6.♕f3. This is the idea of White’s aggressive set-up: we prepare queenside castling and put pressure on Black’s kingside at the same time. After 6…♘c6 7.0-0-0 e6 8.e4 White has the advantage.

Another move-order to try to play the Leningrad is to start with 3…d6. Nevertheless, after 4.♘c3 (White can also continue in normal fashion with 4.♘f3 g6 5.♗c4 e6 6.h3 ♗g7 7.0-0) 4…g6 5.h4 h6, we transpose to the previous line.

4.♘f3 d6

This introduces the Classical System. With 4…d5 5.c4 c6 Black sets up the Stonewall formation.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Against this variation there’s a plan which is very good for White, namely 6.♘c3 ♗e7 7.♗d3 0-0 8.♕c2 ♘e4 9.g4!, with advantage to White. Now 9…fxg4 is not good, due to 10.♘e5, with a strong initiative, so Black usually plays 9…♘a6 or 9…♕a5, although White retains the advantage.

Another option is to play 4…b6.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



Here there are several options, for instance 5.♗e2 ♗b7 6.0-0 ♗e7 7.c4 0-0 8.♘fd2, or 5.♗d3 ♗b7 6.c4, with a slight advantage to White.

5.c4 ♗e7 6.♘c3 0-0 and now White can choose between 7.♗e2, 7.♗d3 or 7.h3.

Now let’s look at how we can play against Slav Defence set-ups, which arise after:

1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6

Another option is to play an imme­diate 2…♗f5, to which we respond with 3.c4.


[image: images]

analysis diagram



This can be played right away. Instead, after 3.e3 e6 4.c4 Black has the option of playing 4…♗xb1 5.♕a4+ (worse are 5.♕xb1 ♗b4+ 6.♔d
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