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Page of Cups

Ali Noel Vyain


Page of Cups

Madeline was outside talking with the neighborhood cats. It was quite a lively conversation. Eliot was in the greenhouse listening to music. All this Alice could hear and was aware of. She stood in the tarot reading room in front of the shelf with the special tarot deck. She picked up the deck and shuffled the cards. She set the deck down and drew the top card.

She blinked. Clearly, it was the Page of Cups. Alice left the room moments later to walk upstairs to her room. She sat down at the desk and found the two corresponding cards from her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She studied the card.

It was good to know the court cards weren’t always people, but could also be events as well. She smiled to herself knowing she was concentrating on her studies and she would be reflecting on them later. She continued to take her notes.

When she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen, Alice put her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and didn’t stop walking until she was in the kitchen.

Madeline didn’t turn her head as she continued to cook. “Alice, what is the card of the day?”

“Page of Cups.”

“So, what is the upright meaning?”

“The upright meaning is a person given to intense concentration on studies or on a project. They can be reflective, loyal, helpful and trustworthy. They can be a good type for secretive work. The card can also mean news or messages or an award.”

Madeline nodded. “And the reverse meaning?”

“The reverse meaning is easily distracted, fakery or unable to ignore impulses. It can also be seductive and destructive.”

Madeline nodded. “You can get a new card tomorrow.”

Eliot walked into the kitchen and set the table. Alice got drinks for everyone and Madeline served everyone. They sat down together and enjoyed their meal in silence. When they were done, Madeline left to deal with clients. Alice and Eliot washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

“Eliot, how are the orders for today?”

Eliot checked his tablet. “They don’t look too bad, but we’ll still have to make some items.”

She nodded. “Okay, let’s get started.”

They went to the greenhouse. Eliot displayed the orders on the big screen and he turned on some music. Soon they were crafting the items required by the orders. He had already gotten boxes ready for the larger orders. They were able to get the large orders done before the delivery person arrived.

They packed, sealed and labeled the boxes. The delivery person took the packages with a smile and nearly bumped into Madeline.

“Oh, sorry, ma’am didn’t realize you were there.”

Madeline nodded. “Good to see the orders are still happening.”

The delivery person smiled. “People do love what they craft these days. It is also good to see you.”

Madeline smiled. She turned to the young elves. “I see there are still some big orders going out.”

Both Alice and Eliot smiled and nodded.

Eliot said, “The stores don’t tend to order on the same days and so we seem to have at least two big orders to fill everyday.”

Madeline nodded. “Very good, my two Pages of Cups.”

Alice laughed.

Eliot asked, “Is that the card of the day?”

Madeline and Alice nodded.

Madeline continued, “You’re both still young, which isn’t a bad thing. You’re loyal and trustworthy. You both studying your areas of expertise with intense concentration. You’ve been very helpful as I age. By the way, aging isn’t entirely fun, but it is what it is.”

Alice and Eliot laughed.

“I hope you two have the grace that I have when you get to my age.”

They laughed even harder.

Madeline smiled. “As two wonderful upright Pages of Cups, I know I can trust you to continue with your secretive work. Such secretive work being crafting, healing and tarot.”

They continued to laugh.

She continued to smiled. “So, now I need another nap. You two know what to do without me telling you. For that I am relieved. I can be old and sleep as much as I need.”

This time Madeline joined the younger elves in the laughter. The neighborhood cats saw them and blinked. They went about their business around the neighborhood. Madeline went back inside the house and upstairs to her room. She closed the door and got into bed. She went to sleep with a big smile on her face.

Alice and Eliot went back to work filling some smaller orders and stocking for themselves to help the next orders to go better. When they were done, they went over their stock.

Eliot said, “Looks good. I think we’re done here for today.”

Alice said, “Good. Would you like me to do another practice reading for you now?”

He smiled. “Sure.”

He turned off the music and they left the greenhouse. They went upstairs. She sat at her desk and he sat down on the chair he brought from his room. She picked up a deck and shuffled the cards.

He thought for a moment. “Okay, I’m ready. I was wondering if I went back to live closer to my parents, what would happen?”

She blinked. She stopped shuffling and then set the deck down. She drew three cards and studied them a moment before answering his question. The three cards in order were the 5 of Wands, 9 of Pentacles and the 5 of Swords.

“I see in the past when you lived closer to your parents or even with them, there was a lot of fighting and chaotic energy around you. That couldn’t have been pleasant for you. In your present, you’re experiencing abundance and are quite happy. In the future, if you live closer to your parents, there will be more fighting and disagreements. It doesn’t look good.”

He nodded. “That was what I was afraid of. I still love my parents, but I don’t think I can live with them or even closer to them. I do think my place is here with you and Madeline, but my parents have asked me to come home.”

She blinked. “They did?”

He nodded. “At first I was intrigued, but now I think I will have to decline.”

“Will they be upset?”

“I’m sure they will be, and probably a bit disappointed, but I think in the end they will just accept my decision and let me be. I’m just not entirely sure they have my best interests at heart. I guess they’d prefer I’d be more like them than my uncle.”

“Sounds familiar. I hope they aren’t as bad as my mother is.”

“I don’t think they are. They weren’t happy with me coming here and apprenticing under Madeline, but eventually, they just accepted it. They stopped persuading me to do something else that they could understand.”

“That’s better than my mother. So, do you know what prompted them this time?”

“I think they are getting older and were hoping that I’d look after them. I’m not sure I can with everything else I currently do and I’m not sure I’d be able to see you.”

“Oh?”

He leaned closer to her. “You do know how important to me?”

She nodded.

“Good. Then hopefully, you can understand why I don’t want to leave you now. You finally admitted you feel the same about me and I want to see where this leads.”

“I see. I’m surprised you still haven’t tried anything with me.”

“As I told you before, I don’t have your permission and we’re not married.”

She smiled. “It’s things like that which make me feel more comfortable around you.”

He smiled and leaned back. “Good. Perhaps now is a good time for us to go for a walk around the neighborhood.”

“Yes, it is.”

He took his chair back to his room and they walked downstairs together. They walked out the backdoor. Soon they were walking around the neighborhood. The cats greeted them and they greeted the cats.

No one seemed to bother them. That was until Heath jumped out in front of them, causing them to stop. Both Alice and Eliot frowned at the werewolf.

“Hey, Alice, it’s been a while.”

She raised an eyebrow. “It was just yesterday and you were just as annoying then as you are now.”

Heath blinked. “Forget about yesterday. Let’s focus on today and the love we could share with one another.”

She frowned. “What love? I think you’re plain impulsive, like the reversed Page of Cups.”

Eliot chuckled.

Heath turned to Eliot. “What’s so funny?”

Alice smiled. “The Page of Cups is the card of the day and you embody the reversed version. You’re impulsive and easily distracted.”

Heath jumped backwards and blinked. He gaped at her. “What? You sound crazy!”

Alice laughed. “Do I? So, what if I do. You’re even crazier to think I’d go with you now when you’ve proven yourself incapable of being loyal and trustworthy. You are quite unhelpful.”

Heath frowned. “I’m sick of your attitude, Alice. You should be mine after everything I’ve done.”

She laughed. “I broke your spell. Get over yourself.”

He scoffed and turned to run before the neighborhood cats could herd him anywhere. Alice and Eliot watched him run and laughed.

Eliot said, “I hope that’s the last we see of him.”

“You know it isn’t. He’s not going to change until something drastic happens to him.”

“Which is quite unlikely it appears.”

They laughed and resumed their walk. They got home in time for dinner. He set the table and she got drinks. Madeline served everyone and they sat down to enjoy their meal together in silence.
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