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Anne Frank’s Story


Carol Ann Lee was born in Yorkshire, England, in 1969. She began work on a biography of Anne Frank when she was just eighteen years old, but she put it aside while she went to university. At Manchester University she studied the history of art and design.

Her interest in Anne sparked an interest in the Holocaust, and she interviewed many Holocaust survivors to learn about their experiences.

It wasn’t until 1998 that she completed Roses From the Earth: The Biography of Anne Frank. It was published by Viking Books to substantial critical and public acclaim. It has so far appeared in thirteen languages. Anne Frank’s Story is her second book. Carol Ann Lee is married and has a baby son. She lives in Amsterdam, where she is working on her next book: the first full-length biography of Otto Frank.



For River Jake




A Message from The Anne Frank Trust:


Whatever your age, I am sure that Anne Frank’s Story by Carol Ann Lee will inspire strong feelings in you, and that you will be horrified to read of the terrible things inflicted by the Nazis on people who were considered ‘different’.

Anne wrote ‘I want to live on after my death’ and this encouraged her father, Otto Frank, to have her diary published, in the hope that it would inspire future generations to fight against such prejudices.

It also motivated a group of dedicated people to set up a charity – The Anne Frank Trust – in order to use Anne’s diary as a force for good. The Trust was launched in London in 1991 and our aim is to warn young people about the dangers of all types of prejudice and bigotry, anti-Semitism and racism.

The Anne Frank Trust stages the Anne Frank Exhibition, which travels all over Great Britain and is visited by tens of thousands of people each year. We commemorate Anne Frank Day on her birthday, 12 June, by planting Anne Frank Trees with many schools, colleges and towns, and there are annual Anne Frank Awards for moral courage.

All these activities are supported by members of the public. For an annual subscription of £10 you can really help us make a difference by becoming a Young Friend of the Anne Frank Trust. Once you are a member we will send you a free gift, our annual journal and a personal certificate. Your name will then be added to our Wall of Friends at the touring exhibition. If you would like to become a Young Friend please write to me at the address below and I will send you an application form.

I would very much like to welcome you as a Young Friend of the Anne Frank Trust in the near future.


Best wishes,

Joanne Hoffman, Friends Administrator


The Anne Frank Trust
PO Box 11880, London N6 4LN
Tel: 020 83409077
www.annefrank.org.uk
Reg. Charity no. 1003279



Introduction


‘Here is your daughter’s legacy to you.’


These were the words of Miep Santrouschitz, Austrian-born secretary to Otto Frank.

It was the summer of 1945. War in Europe was finally over, leaving in its wake a trail of destroyed countries, homes, families and lives.

Miep placed a red checked journal into Otto’s hands. She was right, but not only was Anne’s diary Otto Frank’s legacy – it and Anne’s story have become a rich inheritance for the world.

Like many others before me, I have read Anne’s diary and have marvelled at a young person, wise beyond her years, whose ability to use the written word to convey her innermost thoughts and feelings has captivated us all.

The following pages allow us to get to know Anne even more. We discover details about her family and friends, the places she called home, and the way that she lived. We see the backdrop of her short life unfold and can be forgiven at times for thinking that Anne was just an ordinary girl growing up within an ordinary, secure and loving family. In fact, the Franks were quite an extraordinary family, and we learn of how often they rose above unthinkable discrimination to make the best of every situation.

Anne Frank’s Story allows us to experience her life and to watch this ‘normal, lively child’ growing up, from her early days in Frankfurt where she was born in 1929, through to her untimely death at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in 1945.

Despite the growing power of anti-Jewish feeling in Europe, Otto and Edith Frank worked hard to protect their daughters’ interests and to enable them to grow up having fun and as much freedom as possible. They show us all how important it is to protect and jealously guard our family life.

Anne and her sister Margot courageously demonstrate the incredible ability children have to enjoy their childhood in spite of appalling hardships. We are clearly reminded of the importance of friends and relationships and how loyalty is one of the greatest gifts we can give to those we love.

As we stand in the dawn of a new millennium, I would love to believe that the world has learned – has moved on from the terrible persecution reported in these pages. I would love to believe that childhood is sacred and remains untouched by hatred and discrimination. I would love to believe that such horror will never again be witnessed or experienced by young or old alike.

Sadly, even recent history has shown that my belief is in vain. However, I cling on to hope. Hope that those of us who read Anne Frank’s Story or Anne’s diary, or who know of her life will find her an inspiration and will continue to strive for the ideals for which she continued to strive.


Diane Louise Jordan
TV and Radio Presenter and
friend of The Anne Frank Trust




Europe at the Time of Anne Frank


The Nazi Party was already on its rise to power in Germany in 1929 when Anne Frank was born. The party, led by Adolf Hitler, believed that certain groups of people – Jews, black people, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Romanies, the physically and mentally handicapped, homosexuals – had no right to live in ordinary society. Above all, they hated the Jews (this is called anti-Semitism; people who dislike Jews are anti-Semites). Hitler often gave speeches in which he said that Jews were lazy, greedy people who were ruining the country. But in fact, many German Jews had valuable, useful jobs; they were teachers, doctors, lawyers, bankers and shopkeepers. Thousands of Jewish men had fought for Germany in the First World War. However, many people believed Hitler because Germany was going through a difficult time (having lost badly in the First World War). He promised the German people a brighter future – which he said would come about once there were no more Jews in the country.

In 1933, Hitler and the Nazis gained absolute power in the German parliament, called the Reichstag. From then on, anyone who opposed the Nazis’ laws was beaten, imprisoned and often murdered. There were many attacks on minority groups, and on the Jews in particular. Two special groups of Nazi police were placed in control of German society: the Gestapo (the police force) and the SS (an elite army corps). Jews in Germany lost their jobs and all their rights as German citizens. Some began to leave the country. Many families
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