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Dedication

This book is dedicated to my grandchildren Gavin and Elaina (Lainey)

They are the reason I write.





This book is also dedicated to the children out there

being bullied.

Tell your teachers, tell your parents,

tell anyone and everyone!

❤️

Someone will help.
















  
  Hello



Before you read your book, I have a message for you from some friends of mine.
Hi! My name is Colton / Bennett (Bear) / Abby / The Quiet One / The Kid in the Wheelchair / A Foster Kid / The Kid with hardly any Friends. You may already know who I am because I'm probably someone in your class.
I'm new / autistic / disabled / a foreigner in your school. I usually sit in the back of your class.
Sometimes, I don't mix well with other kids because I have difficulty being social. Some of us can't talk or communicate too well. It can get very lonely for us.
I may be the one in the back of the room with a teacher's assistant. That's because I need help with things. Some of us need a lot of help.
I watch everyone though; I can have days where that's all I can do really. Some of us have a hard time moving around but I would love for someone to come over and say "Hi!". Maybe even call me your friend. I love to laugh and be with other kids my age. I bet you can help me have fun. But just saying 'Hi' to me would show me that you know I'm here and that would make me so happy and make my day!!
Thank You so much!!!  ❤️
In memory of Colton,
A Short Life, Long and Lovingly Remembered.
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  Chapter one
Chapter 1




Springdale Street. I’ve lived on this street, in the same house and played in the same yard all of my life. 
Really, I have. 
My mom Sarah and my dad Dave brought me straight home from the hospital where I was born to this same house that we still live in now. I even have the same bedroom. It was a baby nursery for when I was first born and now it’s my bedroom. I’ve never lived anywhere else.
Springdale is a nice street to be sure, but it is all quite boring. My mom and dad always say that they like it that way. Personally, I wish there was SOME excitement. I mean, NOTHING interesting ever happens here. And I mean nothing. It’s probably the most boring street in the world.
All that was about to change though.
It happened the year that my older sister Lainey and my brother Gavin, who are twins, turned 11.  You see, because they are twins, they share the same birthday. But, before their birthday which is March 25th, it was very, very quiet and like I said, totally boring.
My mom is a social worker and works at a big office building in our downtown. A social worker does many things but mostly they help other people. My mom works with other women who have a hard time living with their partners, especially if they fight a lot. She tries to help sort out and help these women live better lives. Lots of times she helps them leave their partner if they are abusive. 
My dad works at the big steel mill in our town. He checks the steel to make sure it is perfectly made to what the steel customer ordered. I also live with my older twin siblings (Lainey and Gavin) and lastly, our dog Rosie. I’m the youngest in the family, except for Rosie. She’s younger than me.
We don’t really know what kind of dog Rosie is. Aside from her being a medium size, and having a curly tail, it’s a bit of a mystery.  Even the vet is stumped. He’s guessing some kind of terrier maybe. She came into our lives from a rescue group that my grandparents were helping with at the time.
Anyways, like I said, Springdale was a quiet street for most of my life. That was until a bully came to our school. There has always been bullies at school, every school has them, but this was different. This bully’s name was Fred, and he had a little sister Emily. When they came to our school, they brought trouble. That’s when things really started to change around here. 
My name is Hailey. Hailey Marija Packing and I became a part of that change.  Not a big part really, but I was there when everything happened.
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  Chapter two
Chapter 2




Let me tell you a little bit about me.
Not that long ago, I was sick. Very sick. I had cancer and I had to take some very strong medicine to make me better. The medication was called chemo, and it made me lose all my hair. And l mean all of it. It just fell out. Just like that. But my hair has been growing back for a while now and I feel much better. 
I’m ok with everything because I’m not sick anymore. My hair is still not anywhere as long as it used to be but I do have a wig made from my older sister Lainey’s hair. Sometimes I still wear it, especially when I miss my long, long hair. But that was almost a year ago now. Still, I never want to go through that again! I’ve decided to donate my wig now to someone else who is going through the same as I did. My family, especially Lainey thinks it’s a great idea.
Next door to us on our usual quiet street, are really nice people called the Donnolly’s.  Jerry and Donna Donnolly. They don’t have any of their kids living with them because their kids are all grown up with families of their own. But Donna and Jerry sometimes have kids that stay at her house that are not theirs.  
They look after the kids of moms and dads who are having a hard time looking after them.  Her house is called a ‘foster home’. Donna has been our neighbour for as long as I can remember. She’s lived here even longer than we have. My mom says the kids that get to stay with Donna are lucky. She loves to cook and bake. A lot of the kids that end up staying for a while at Donna’s usually haven’t had cooking like this before. She bakes the best cookies ever.
Sometimes when Donna has a kid my age staying with her, she lets my mom know and then I’ll have a new playmate for a while. It never lasts very long though as they usually go back to their family after a while. Donna does what my mom calls ‘Short Term Foster Care’. Donna has a whole bunch of grandchildren that come to visit her too. She always calls me over to play especially when her granddaughter Ophelia is there. Ophelia is close to my age, and she is a lot of fun.
Our neighbours on the other side of our house are the Crofts.  They’re really nice people too. They have an amazing plum tree in their yard we make jam from, but they don’t have any kids my age to play with. 
None of my friends live by my house. I have my dog Rosie and I have some great friends at school like Jenny and Josie. I just wish I had someone to ride with on the school bus. It seems everyone has someone to ride back and forth to school with, like a friend for company, except me. I do have lots of friends at school once I get to the school. 
My best friend of all though is Quinn. Quinn was new to our school last year. She doesn’t live that close to me, she lives on the other side of the school. It doesn’t matter though because we still hang around a lot and we do a lot of fun things together. Quinn is in my dance class and swim class but not on my hockey team. She might join hockey though next year; I hope she does. It would even be more fun playing hockey together. 
Quinn has red hair.  My grandmother, my Gammy, calls her a ‘Ginger’ because of the colour of her hair. Gammy loves Gingers because they remind her of some of her family overseas in a little village called Kilbehenny in Ireland. 
I just call her my friend.






  
  Chapter three
Chapter 3


One day, while we were having one of my favourite suppers, which is pasta and meatballs, we had a bit of excitement. Lainey had her best friend Emma over for supper and just after we had started to eat, all of a sudden, Gavin and Lainey’s tablets started buzzing. Both of them together!
We are not allowed to have our tablets at the supper table. We keep them in a basket on the kitchen counter while we eat. We couldn’t see them in the basket but we sure could hear them! Lainey and Gavin looked at each other and then started eating really fast. They were anxious to find out what was going on. Mom told them both to slow down. Then my tablet started buzzing too. There was so much buzzing, that Rosie started to give us little barks and growls! Mom just looked at me when I grabbed my fork really fast. That look meant she wasn’t fooling around. We all slowed down, but we didn’t waste any time either, finishing our supper.
The news that sent our tablets buzzing was that we were getting some new kids at school! My brother Gavin heard from his best friend Max that it was a new boy.  Lainey was disappointed because she was hoping if their class was going to be getting a new kid, it would be a girl. She and Emma were both disappointed when their friend Hannah texted them saying she had heard it was a boy too. But what got me excited with all the texts going back and forth is the new boy had a little sister and that, that little sister was going to be in my class! Yes! This really was exciting!
Lainey couldn’t care less that the new boy, named Fred was joining their class, but Gavin did.  Once the news of the new kids really got out, Gavin and his friends Max, Thomas and Austin were excited as were the rest of the boys. They were all hoping he played hockey.  Gavin and his friends loved to play hockey after school, especially Nolan and Beckett. They wanted another player for their street hockey team. “I really do hope he plays hockey.” Said Gavin. He was already thinking up new teams in his head.
Lainey rolled her eyes, “Ugh, another boy!  Boring. There are too many boys in our class already!” Then she and her friend Emma started to wonder out loud if he was cute. I could hear them start giggling. Ugh to them, giggling about boys! 
Later, in a text message from Quinn, she told me she had actually seen the new girl but just very quickly. She went to the dentist today after school. Just as she was leaving with her little brother Cole and her mom, the two new kids arrived at the school together to register. The two kids were with a man who Quinn said, she thought ‘looked angry’. Quinn didn
[image: image-placeholder]
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