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  Note to Readers


The characters in this book are unapologetic and dramatic. The scenes are steamy and the road to happily ever after maybe twisted. This book is meant for audiences 18 years old and older. A list of potential triggering themes can be violence, cheating, drug use, child neglect among other things. 






  
  Dedication


This book is dedicated to my best friend of over 40 years, my sister, Tessa Marie! 
Tessa,
Girl we have been doing this bestie thing for what seems like our entire lives. Fifth grade seems like yesterday! Lol
We have played softball and basketball together, and even joined chorus together! I still remember classes we would have together, and you set behind me and will tug on my girls to see them bounce back! And let's not forget you corn rolling my hair before a basketball game!
How about those bus rides back from away games. We would always sit in the very back of the bus! Remember one of the nights we were on our way back home after an away game and one of the guys told us the story of the man who’s head got cut off by a train, and you could still see him walking down Maco Road with a lantern and if you noticed him, he would follow the vehicle? I will never forget that night we saw him and started screaming and Coach Jenkins was thinking the guys had done something to one of us and when we explained what happened, everyone started laughing!
You have been with me for the worst times in my life and the best times. I wouldn’t want it any other way! I love you Sis! This book is for you!






  
  The Second Chance Series


High School Beginnings: Part One.

It was senior year, and Sylvia Taylor, Wes Hamilton, Lana Thomas, Chris Shaefer, Greg Straton, Denise Brown, and Wes’s brother Dwayne, who was a year younger, were as thick as thieves. They all did everything together. It was no wonder a couple of them dated, and others had the biggest crushes on each other.
Lana and Greg had been dating since freshman year. They were homecoming king and queen junior and senior year. Everyone expected them to get married, if not right after high school, then after a while when they were in college. Lana played third base in softball and was the guard on the basketball team. Greg was on his way to college on a full football scholarship to Duke University as their new quarterback. The NFL looked to be in his future.
Chris and Denise dated for a few months during junior year but decided that they were better as friends than they were a couple. Dwayne, however, had the biggest crush on Denise, but never approached her eraser. he figured she would think the same way about him that she did Chris. So, he kept his feelings to himself and stayed her friend.
Sylvia played shooting guard in basketball and second base in softball. She loved sports, even football. When it came to schoolwork, she was a B student, but she could have been an A student if she were more focused. She loved hanging out with her friends, especially at the beach. That was her favorite pastime, and sometimes, she would go sit at the beach by herself just to think.
Sylvia dated Jay from sophomore year up until mid-summer between junior and senior year. He was a year older and had left for college right after he graduated. They decided it was best to break up, and if it was meant to be, then they would find their way back to each other. What Sylvia realized was that it was the best decision she had made for herself. She was more focused on her future now. She was studying more, looking at colleges, and being more decisive on what she wanted to get her degree in and what her career goals were.
Wes was a star athlete as well. He also played shooting guard for the men’s basketball team, ran track, and played running back on the football team. He had his life all planned out and was not going to be distracted. He got a full basketball scholarship to the University of Miami. He spent most of his free time practicing but would hang out with the gang some too. He had his eyes seton the NBA.
The only other thing he was passionate about and had his eyes set on was Sylvia. Ever since his best friend Chris started dating her best friend, Lana, during freshman year, she had been the only woman for him. Sure, he went out on a couple of dates, but mostly stayed in his shell. He was really quiet and shy. However, that was only one reason he hadn’t asked her out. She had been dating Jay when he realized how much he liked her. Jay never fit into their group, and Wes didn’t like him for numerous reasons. One reason was that he knew Jay had cheated on her, even though she seemed to be clueless. Another reason he never approached her was because he never thought she’d like him back.
Sylvia had really started to see things and people differently, people that she had never really seen before after she and Jay broke up. One of those people was Wes. She thought his shyness was cute, but when the gang was all together, he would open up and come out of his shell. He was the jokester of the group, always making jokes and having everyone laughing. She admired his determination and practice ethics and knew he would make it into the NBA.
She had a conversation with Lana about halfway through their senior year about Wes. She admired his skills on the court and thought he was hilarious. Lana immediately recognized something in her friend’s voice.
“You like him!” Lana said with a quirky laugh.
“Lana, what on earth are you talking about? We are all good friends,” Sylvia replied, sounding dumbfounded.
Lana jabs her in her side and says, “You know exactly what I meant. Make a move! I think you guys would make a cute couple.”
“Couple? Who’s talking about being a couple? I am talking about his skills on the court. Okay, yes, I will admit that he is hot, but we’re too good of friends to cross that line,” Sylvia replied.
“That’s bull, Syl, and you know it,” Lana told her shaking her head.
“Well, he probably doesn’t think of me like that. Some things are just better left alone,” Sylvia said in a low tone.
“Okay, whatever you say. I won’t push the issue,” Lana said.
But from that conversation on, Sylvia couldn’t stop herself from dreaming about Wes, and she couldn’t keep her eyes off of him when they were all together.
Wes couldn’t help but notice the way Sylvia looked at him lately. Did something change or was it just his imagination?

      ***High School Beginnings: Part Two.

It was senior year, and Sylvia Taylor, Wes Hamilton, Lana Thomas, Chris Shaefer, Greg Straton, Denise Brown, and Wes’s brother Dwayne, who was a year younger, were as thick as thieves. They all did everything together. It was no wonder a couple of them dated, and others had the biggest crushes on each other.
Sylvia and Wes were a part of the group and good friends that ended up having crushes on each other by the time they graduated, but neither of them told the other. Sylvia and her boyfriend had broken up, and then she started to see Wes in a different light. Wes never got serious with anyone because of his feelings for her. 
Chris and Denise dated for a few months during junior year but decided that they were better as friends than they were a couple. Dwayne, however, had the biggest crush on Denise, but never approached her eraser. He figured she would think the same way about him that she did Chris. So, he kept his feelings to himself and stayed her friend.
Lana and Greg had been dating since freshman year. They were homecoming king and queen junior and senior year. Everyone expected them to get married, if not right after high school, then after a while when they were in college. Lana played third base in softball and was the guard on the basketball team. Greg was on his way to college on a full football scholarship to Duke University as their new quarterback. The NFL looked to be in his future.
As Lana and Greg were getting ready to graduate, it looked like the super couple was just that, a super couple that would never let anything like college and distance stop them from being together. At least, that’s what it looked like on the outside. On the inside of their relationship, it was a different story. 
At first, it was arguments because she decided to go to the University of Florida instead of following him to Duke University. He couldn’t understand why she just wouldn’t go with him. He didn’t understand that this was always her dream, just like the NFL was his. But they kept up appearances through graduation, even to their closest friends.
On graduation night, the gang had gotten together and hung out at the beach. Everyone was drinking and having a good time, except for Lana.
Lana, Sylvia, and Denise were all standing at the edge of the water, letting the waves hit their feet while they watched the guys standing around the bonfire.
“Lana, what’s going on with you tonight?” Denise asked her.
“I really don’t feel like talking about it right now, guys,” Lana said to Denise and Sylvia.
“Come on, Lana, talk to us. There is something really bothering you. We just walked across the stage from graduating high school, and you are not happy at all. We have all been talking about how excited we are our whole senior year, and even part of our junior year,” Sylvia said as she put her hand on Lana’s arm.
“I know,” Lana said as she stared at Greg. Then, the tears started flowing. “Greg and I decided to break up. We have been talking about it for weeks now. There is just too much distance between our colleges for us to put the pressure on each other to keep our relationship together and focus on school. We said that if it was meant to be, then we would find our way back to each other. But it doesn’t make it hurt any less. I am heartbroken.”
“We are so sorry,” Sylvia said, and Denise chimed in, “What can we do?”
“Nothing, guys, just be here,” Lana replied.
The rest of the night went in a blur for Lana. Greg couldn’t take his eyes off of her. He told the guys what they had decided. No one could believe it, and neither could he. He never imagined they would not be together.
For the remainder of the summer, they tried to distance themselves from each other to make it easier when they left for college, but they were not successful. It was clear to Greg and Lana that there would never be anyone else for either of them. They just had to get through the next four years, and then they would be together again, somehow.
For more on what happens with Wes and Sylvia’s steamy story of love and betrayal, read “Back Where it Began” the first book of the Second Chance Series. 
Two old high school crushes find love years later. Both had terrible relationships before.
Can they make this new relationship work and not take all of that hurt and pain from their past with them?
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