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Dedication

For every child who ever looked up at a cloud and saw a story waiting to be told.
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The great drought — the parched savanna where every drop of water has vanished
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​Uncle Lion's Big Idea
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The land was parched. Every day from dawn till dusk, the sun drained every drop of water from the fields, and even at night, a scorching wind blew until morning. The scrublands turned to dust, the rivers ran dry, and the animals began to perish from thirst. It was a drought unlike any ever seen before.

In desperation, Uncle Lion called a meeting of all the animals to devise a plan. On the night of the gathering, Uncle Lion sat atop a small hill, and the animals assembled in a semicircle before him. Leopard, Hyena, Baboon, Jackal, Hare, and Tortoise were in the front, being important animals. The smaller ones, like Hedgehog, sat to the sides, while others like Zebra, Springbok, Ostrich, and Giraffe listened from farther away, mistrusting Uncle Lion.

Uncle Lion gazed hopefully at the sky, searching for a cloud, but there was none. Disappointed, he began to speak, masking his misery with an attempt at friendliness.
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The night gathering — Uncle Lion calls the animals to council beneath the full moon


“Friends, brothers, and nephews, it is time to make a plan. You know how terrible the drought is. Even when it rains, the water quickly flows to the sea, leaving the scrublands dry again. We need a dam to keep the water, but building a dam requires all of us. What do you think?”

“Certainly a good idea,” said Leopard.

“A wonderful idea,” agreed Hyena.

“The brightest suggestion ever from Uncle Lion,” said Jackal, with a sly wink that went unseen in the darkness.


The other animals agreed, and they began to discuss the dam. Everyone had ideas, but they patiently listened to each other. Finally, Water Tortoise suggested they find a place to build the dam while it was still cool. They searched and soon found a suitable spot, where they immediately began to work, scratching and digging with all their might.
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