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    For my mom, who gave me the idea for this story.
For my dad, for his steady love and encouragement.
For my family — Robbie and my children — who fill my world with joy, laughter, and endless love.
For every child who dares to shine in their own way.
And for families who remind them that courage, kindness, and love are the greatest gifts of all.
For every child who has ever felt different—
You are seen, you are loved, and you belong.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Sometimes, all someone needs is a friend who believes they can."
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By Sasha Dietze

A New Classmate

Snowflakes drift past the windows of Ms. Rivera’s classroom. The room smells like crayons and peppermint.

“Class,” Ms. Rivera says with a smile, “we have a new friend joining us today. Everyone, this is Eli.”
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Eli rolls in slowly using his shiny red walker. Stickers sparkle on the sides. His cheeks are pink from the cold.

“Hi, Eli!” Xariah calls from her pink wheelchair, waving brightly. “I’m Xariah. I have Cerebral Palsy too!”
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Eli’s eyes widen. “Y-you do?” he stutters.

She nods. “Yep! Welcome to our class.”

Ms. Rivera beams. “Thank you, Xariah. You two might have lots to share.”
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And just like that, a new friendship begins.
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The Christmas Play

A few days later, Ms. Rivera claps her hands.

“This year,” she says, “we’ll perform The Magic of Christmas Eve! We’ll sing, dance, and spread holiday cheer!”
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The classroom bursts with excitement. Everyone talks about the costumes they’ll wear and lines they will say.

Xariah’s heart twirls like snow in the air. She can already imagine gliding across the stage in her Super Wheels.

But when she looks at Eli, he’s staring at the floor looking worried.

During recess, she rolls beside him.

“Don’t you want to be in the play?” she asks gently.
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Eli shakes his head. “I t-t-t... talk funny,” he whispers. “A-and I walk slow. What if everyone laughs at me?”

Xariah’s smile softens. “You know what? I used to
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Thank You for Reading!

Xariah and Eli are so happy you shared their Christmas adventure!

Remember: the best kind of magic is kindness, courage, and friendship.

Merry Christmas from Xariah, Kiara, Quinn & Sasha Dietze! 

Author’s Note



	Santa’s reindeer: Santa has nine reindeer that pull his sleigh: Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen, and Rudolph.

	Candy canes: Candy canes were invented in Germany to keep children quiet during church services.

	Christmas trees: For a long time, people decorated Christmas trees with real things like fruit, nuts, and popcorn.

	“Jingle Bells”: The song “Jingle Bells” was originally written for Thanksgiving, not Christmas.

	Santa’s image: Coca-Cola helped make Santa’s modern look popular in advertisements.

	Christmas trees are grown for a long time: Most Christmas trees take about 15 years to grow before they are ready to be sold. 
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