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The Prequel series is a Sub-Series of the Chronicles of Kerrigan.

The prequel on how Simon Kerrigan met Beth!!

Download for FREE:
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Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!
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Book II - Dark Nebula 

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca24STi_bFM

Book III - House of Cards 
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Book V - Under Fire

Book VI - End in Sight 

Book VII – Hidden Darkness 
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BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU wish for...

When a sudden crisis lands Aria and her friends in trouble, they turn to an unexpected ally... only to get a little more than they bargained for in return.

Between their PC training schedule and their after-hours practice with Dorian, the friends barely have time to think. But when a secret revelation shocks the gang to the core, unsettling questions rise to the surface. The doors to the Privy Council are finally open, but how far do they truly lead? What’s the point of having such unparalleled gifts if they come with a leash? 

Their powers are growing. The demand to use them is growing as well. Torn between two masters, the friends must decide where their true loyalties lie.

But is that a question they really want answered?

And once they make a decision, can they ever go back?

​

Contents

Have You Read the C.o.K Series?

The Chronicles of Kerrigan: Gabriel

Kerrigan Chronicles

The Kerrigan Kids Series

Find W.J. May

Line of Ancestry Description

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Descent of Hope

The Kerrigan Kids Series

Find W.J. May

The Chronicles of Kerrigan

PREQUEL –

SEQUEL –

The Chronicles of Kerrigan: Gabriel

More books by W.J. May

TUDOR COMPARISON:

[image: image]
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1


[image: ]


Anyone who’d spent more than ten minutes with Aria Wardell could tell you it was only a matter of time before she ended up in jail.

Whether it was crashing her father’s car into the local bagel shop at age nine, impersonating an air traffic control officer at age eleven, or the time she and her friends attempted to reroute the city water grid in an effort to live closer to the beach, the notion that she might indulge in a kiss while levitating over the River Thames wasn’t that hard to imagine. But the fact that she was caught on camera?

That was a little harder to believe...

“They’re going to kill me,” she murmured, gripping handfuls of hair as her elbows pressed hard into her knees. “They’re actually going to kill me.”

She’d been repeating the same thing ever since being fingerprinted, photographed, and booked into the tiny holding cell. Ironically enough, for a child of thrillers and crime-dramas, she couldn’t wrap her head around it. Each moment felt like the beginning of an episode, something with scripted lines and predictable characters. She couldn’t believe it was actually happening, let alone that it was happening to her. A part of her kept waiting for the commercial break. A part of her kept reaching for her phone to find out if her friends were watching, too.

There wasn’t much foot-traffic at the riverside precinct, so little that Jason’s and her arrival had caused a bit of a stir. Their age helped. As did their lack of record. As did the fact that they were borderline hypothermic and dripping half the river onto the tile floor.

The officers had been stern, but not overly-concerned. There had been no real injuries, no real damages. It had helped significantly that they’d been apprehended alongside a man who was clearly insane—shouting something about aliens with superpowers living among them.

As far as they were concerned, the children were free to leave. The scuffle in the park and subsequent brush with the law could be chalked up to nothing more than a glorified teaching moment. An adolescent lesson about the dangers of taking psychotropic drugs.

All that had changed when they found the gun.

Aria buried her head in her arms, shivering uncontrollably.

Yes...the gun changed things.

They hadn’t been frisked before getting shoved into the back of the squad car. She’d all but forgotten she was carrying it until it fell out of her pocket and clattered onto the tile floor. There had been a terrifying moment of silence. Then the entire world had come crashing down.

People started shouting. Other guns were drawn. The crazy man with the camera had been vindicated—screaming the freaks were killers after all.

Jason had still been turning his head, looking to see what had happened, when his legs were kicked out from under him and he fell to the floor. Aria had still been lifting her hands, crying that the thing was just an antique and probably didn’t work anyway, when she’d been shoved into a wall.

Hands were cuffed and tightened. Radios crackled. Opinions changed.

Suddenly, the man with the camera wasn’t crazy—he was a witness, possibly a victim.

Suddenly, the band of arresting officers was highly interested in what he had to say.

And just like that, what had started as a literal walk in the park had ended in tragedy. Threats and warnings had been made. The children had been frisked and separated. Jason had been taken one way, Aria had been taken another—assumedly to spend the rest of their lives in prison.

At least until the government scientists take us away.

“...going to kill me...my parents are actually going to kill me...”

A throat cleared somewhere behind her. There was movement against the far wall. A pair of eyes had been watching since she’d arrived, twinkling with silent amusement as the pretty girl with the dark hair had a full-on mental breakdown right there on the bench. Most people lasted a bit longer. This one had unraveled the moment the guard locked the door.

“Honey, not to get into your business—but you need to stop with the whole ‘they’re going to kill me’ talk. Take it from someone who knows, it doesn’t exactly help your case.”

Aria lifted her head slowly, watching as the woman lifted herself from the shadows and came to sit by her side. She pulled a tissue out of nowhere. It was silently declined.

“Suit yourself.” She slipped it back into her pocket, glancing down the deserted hall. “But you’re not going to want to look like you’ve been crying when those guards come back.”

Why not? Aria stiffened in alarm, following her gaze. Is that wrong?

She’d also watched enough prison dramas to have a highly refined sense of the way things happened in ‘the clink’. There was a strong herd mentality. There was also a strict code. Those who survived did so by showing not the slightest bit of weakness or fear.

She straightened up quickly, wishing she’d accepted the tissue.

“You’re right—thanks.” She smoothed her trembling fingers flat on her knees, trying to deliver what she deemed an appropriate reply. “So, what are you in for?”

The woman raised her eyebrows slightly, trying not to smile. She wasn’t much older than the girl in question, maybe just ten or fifteen years, but it was hardly her first time behind bars.

“Solicitation,” she said without pause. “Or at least that’s what the bastards think I was doing. All that really happened was I stepped outside my work for a quick smoke.”

Aria nodded with wide eyes, siding immediately with the accused.

“Yeah,” she echoed, “the bastards.”

Maybe between the two of them there was a way to get free. It wasn’t like she could use her powers, not with surveillance cameras mounted on every wall, but there had to be other ways to escape. People from the common world did it all the time.

If I can pry this bench off the floor, maybe I can use it to fulcrum the door. Of course, practically speaking, I should probably start by making some kind of shiv...

“Where do you work?” she asked distractedly, glancing around the cell for raw materials while trying to keep the conversation going. If the two were going to be allies, she’d need all the information she could get. “Is it close?”

Does it have a basement? Somewhere we could lay low until morning?  

“It’s not far,” the woman replied, folding a piece of chewing gum into her mouth. “You ever heard of The Dancing Bare?”

Aria froze in place. “Yeah, uh...I think I’ve heard of it.”

There was a sudden noise at the end of the hallway—a metallic jangling, followed by some muffled voices. Aria leapt to her feet immediately while the woman stayed where she was, looking bored. A moment later, the door opened and two people appeared at the end of the hall. One was wearing the bulky uniform of a police officer, the other was blond and shivering—the cuffs of his leather jacket still dripping trails of river water onto the floor.

Jason!

“That’s the guy you came in with?” the woman asked, pushing to her feet for a better view.

Aria nodded silently, eyes glued to the end of the hall.

It didn’t look as though he’d been beaten—there were no lacerations or new bruises on his face. Then again, Jason had always taken a beating well. And he was smart. Alliances were better than fights in prison. Perhaps she should be looking for tattoos instead.

The woman stared between them then let out a low whistle, grinning all the while.

“Honey, you hang on to that one.” She looked him up and down, clucking her tongue appreciatively. “That boy is fine.”

You dance with that boy’s mother. Please don’t call him fine.

“Yeah,” Aria said distractedly. “Yeah, he is.”

Her heart quickened as she watched them come closer. A part of her had been convinced she was never going to see him again. He waited silently as the man fiddled with a set of keys before lifting his gaze slowly to the bars. Their eyes met. His warmed with the trace of a smile.

“What about these?” the officer asked loudly, rattling the cuffs around his wrists. “Are you going to behave? Or are we going to have another vending machine incident?”

Aria stiffened involuntarily but Jason lifted his chin, refusing to give anything away.

“I make no promises.”

The officer gave him a hard stare, then chuckled abruptly as he slipped in a key and removed the restraints. His eyes were still twinkling when he opened the door to the cell, glancing at Aria and muttering under his breath, “All that for a candy bar. She doesn’t look starving to me...”

Aria watched every move with bated breath, feeling almost nervous to talk to him. Who knew if they were under surveillance? Who knew if there was a group of people sitting in a dark room somewhere, watching their every move? Her eyes flickered to the cinderblock wall. Not ideal in terms of double-sided glass, but who knew what the bastards had up their sleeves...

“In you go.” The officer cocked his head towards the cell, pocketing the handcuffs at the same time. “Charmed as we all were by your company, I really don’t have all night.”

Okay, what the hell happened with this vending machine?

Jason swept unapologetically through the door, straightening his jacket and rubbing at his wrists. As he turned to deliver a parting jab of his own, Aria turned in quiet panic to her new friend.

“Do me a favor?” she whispered. “Don’t mention where you work.”

The woman flashed a smug grin. “Why not? Afraid of a little competition?”

Aria gave her a sour look, then whipped back around as the officer left and Jason turned around to face her. Three hours they’d been waiting to be reunited, but now that they were standing just a few feet apart they had no idea what to say. An awkward silence fell over the cell. A silence made significantly worse by the scantily-clad woman standing between them.

“Hey,” he finally managed.

Aria bit her lip, fighting the sudden urge to cry. “Hey.”

It was quiet for a few seconds more, then the woman piped up with a similar contribution.

“Hey.”

They turned to her in silence. One was scowling. The other was cautious and confused. She rose swiftly off the bench, blonde hair swirling around her, extending a flirtatious hand.

“I’m Beatrix.”

He paused a split second before shaking quickly. “Jason.”

If he recognized the rhinestone uniform, he didn’t let on. On the contrary, under the sharp gaze of his girlfriend he was incredibly careful not to let his eyes stray anywhere below her chin.

“So...mouthing off to the guards, huh?” She gave him a wink. “I’ve tried that myself. It doesn’t really work as well when you’re—”

“Hey, Bea?” Aria interrupted sweetly. “Give us a minute.”

The woman grinned again then retreated to her regular position against the wall, pretending not to eavesdrop as the two teenagers finally came together in an embrace.

“Are you okay?” Jason asked softly, forgetting all bravado as he pressed a secret kiss to his girlfriend’s damp hair. “Be honest with me.”

She nodded quickly, gripping the back of his coat. “Yeah. Are you?”

His body tensed as he pulled away, staring with a dark expression down the hall. “They strip-searched me.”

Aria’s jaw dropped to the floor. “...really?!”

There was a beat of silence.

“Uh...no.” He laughed softly as she smacked him in the chest. “Wow—this place really got to you. It’s only been a few hours and you’ve totally unspooled.”

An unhelpful voice piped up from the corner.

“I tried to tell you...”

Aria ignored them both, smacking him again before shaking drops of water from her hand.

“How are you possibly still wet?” she demanded, trying hard to change the subject. Her hand pulled away a sugary shade of red. “Wait, is that...is that Gatorade?”

He froze almost imperceptibly, then eased back with a casual shrug. “Yeah, so?”

Okay, he broke the vending machine.

Her eyes flashed nervously down the hall before returning with a vengeance. “How are you joking around right now? How the heck are you so calm?” she hissed. “The man caught us on camera, Jason. They found your dad’s gun—”

“I told them the gun was a prop from a school play,” he interrupted. “Said the guy saw me showing you and freaked out—thought we were trying to rob him or something. And as for the camera,” he paused with a hint of nerves, but forced them down with a deep breath, “I banged it pretty hard on those rocks. I can’t imagine they’d be able to recover any pictures.”

There was another pause.

“...pictures of what?”

Aria whirled around with a glare.

“Beatrix.”

“Yeah, yeah—I’ll give you guys a minute.”

In an effort to preempt violence, Jason flashed the woman a tight smile then put his arm around Aria’s shoulders—walking her casually to the other side of the cell. She was shivering, but not particularly cold. The longer his words sank in, the more she seemed able to relax.

“...what play?” she finally asked.

He glanced down at the top of her head. “Sorry?”

“What play did you say the gun was from?”

“Oh—Grease.”

She nodded automatically, then glanced up with a sudden frown. ...Grease?

He flushed as they shared a silent look.

“I don’t think they saw the movie.”

There was another awkward moment, and he floundered a moment under that arctic gaze before he cleared his throat briskly and flashed a winning smile.

“So how’s it been going in here? You already planning our great escape?”

Our escape?

She blanched the color of the walls, remembering that one missing detail.

...I knew I forgot something.

“Well actually...the thing is...”

Her cheeks flushed pink and his eyes sharpened with a sudden smile.

“You weren’t going to take me, were you? I wasn’t part of the plan!”

She bit her lip, stalling for time. “It’s not that I wasn’t going to take you,” she corrected quickly. “I was just really caught up in the moment and I kind of...forgot you were here.”

Her eyes snapped shut as Beatrix’s raspy laughter echoed in the cell.

“Oooh, child...”

“You forgot,” he repeated slowly, shaking his head with a martyred look. “Well I guess that’s understandable. We’ve only been dating a few weeks.” He shot her a sideways glance. “Of course, we’ve known each other for our entire lives...”

Fortunately Aria was saved from having to answer when the door opened and the same officer as before swept quickly down the hall. At first, she was almost relieved to see him. But this time, he was flanked by two others. This time, the indulgent smile was gone.

Something’s different. Something’s changed.

Jason noticed it at the same time, approaching the bars nervously. “So, uh...how’s that discharge paperwork coming?”

“Funny you should ask.” The man’s eyes flashed accusatorily as he jabbed a manila file in his hand. “I was all set to release you—but then a call came in from patrol. It seems the two of you match the description of two teenagers thrown out of a strip joint just a few miles up the road.”

Beatrix lifted her eyebrows. Aria paled and avoided her gaze.

“That was nothing,” she said quickly. “Just a misunderstanding—”

“No, I’m afraid not.”

Whatever goodwill Jason had spent the night building had apparently vanished the moment the officer set down the phone. He was strictly professional now. So were his friends.

“Between the club, the fake gun, and that business with the camera—we’re keeping you kids overnight,” he concluded, unlocking the door and gesturing Aria to a payphone at the other end
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