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BUT YOUR SUBSYSTEMS
DO RESPIRATE YOUR
CORE BIOMASS. BETTER
SAFE THAN SORRY.

THIS PLANET ALSO
HOSTS AN UNUSUAL
ASSORTMENT OF
MOONS FOR ITS SIZE.

AS A RESULT,
GLOBAL MAGNETIC
FIELDS ARE ERRATIC.

WH

WHICH MEANS YOUR
GLIDER FUNCTIONS ARE
BASICALLY OFF-LINE.
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SHIP’S SENSORS
DETECT NO RADIO
SIGNALS OF ANY KIND.
IF THERE /S INTELLIGENT
LIFE HERE...IT'S STILL IN
ITS INFANCY.

REMEMBER
YOUR
MANDATE.

S
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DESTINATION HAVE BEEN
UPLOADED TO YOUR
. YO

DESCRIBE THIS / ONCE AGAIN...ALL FILES
NEXT PLANET. PERTAINING TO OUR

HOPEFULLY...THIS

i‘ WORLD WILL OFFER

B

YES, WELL...IN THOSE
INSTANCES, SHIP'S
SPECTRUM ANALYSIS
FAILED TO REGISTER
CERTAIN ANOMALIES

Vg
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GRAVITY AND SOLAR RADIATION
WITHIN THE MEDIAN RANGE
TO S| HUMAN LIFE.

M

TERRESTRIAL “M” CLASS PLANET,
APPROXIMATELY 87 PERCENT

e HIP EXITING WARP DRIVE ’

HYPROCHLORIC ACID
RAIN, LIGHTNING
TORNADOS, AND

TOXIC 50IL DESERTS.
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“A SAD END TO SUCH
A NOBLE IDEAL.

ORION ASSANTE HAS FALLEN
TO MARTIALISM AND MADNESS.
“THE KINGDOM OF
GRENDEL |5 OVER.

“OLR ENEMIES NOW

PRESS AT THE GATES, AND
THE PALACE SHIELDS ARE
ALL THAT STAND AGAINST
THE EMPIRE'S DEMISE.”

I AM JUNO 11, LAST OF THE THANK YOU, GRENPEL-PRIME,
ASSANTE BLOODLINE AND, PY FOR ANSWERING YOUR KHAN'S
1 FEAR..DESTINED TO BE THE SUMMONS. A DUTY YOU'VE
FINAL GRENDEL-KHAN. 4 NoT Flil-ztlhﬁz é';‘, OVErR A

1 SERVE NO ONE.
BUT YOU USED THE
ENCRYPTED KHANIC

CODES IN YOUR
TRANSMISSION.

NONE OF YOUR
PREPECESSORS
EVER DID.

14
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A FINAL RESORT, CLOSELY
MAINTAINED AND JEALOUSLY
GUARDED BY THE FEMALE
BRANCH OF ORION'S LINE.

1 ASSURE YOU...

NOT EXERCISED LIGHTLY.

IN SERVICE OF A MISSION
THAT ONLY ORION’'S CHAMPION
MIGHT SAFEGUARD AND
SURVIVE.

MY GRANDFATHER--JUPITER V-
WAS A WEAK AND STUPID KHAN.
HIS FAILURES HAVE LED US TO
THIS...GLOBAL CHAOS AND
DEVASTATION.

IP HUMANKIND

15 TO SURVIVE,

IT MUST LEAVE

BEHIND IT5 THIRST
FOR GDONQU%

HOow 15
THAT SCENARIO ANY
DIFFERENT?

MANKIND THEN
TURNS ITS AGGRESSION
AGAINST THE STARS...
AND THE CYCLE WOULD
ONLY CONTINUE.

15

PERHAPS,

I SEE ONLY
ONE SOLUTION--
TO BEGIN ANEW...

OFF-WORLD.

WE MUST
FIND A NEW
EARTH.
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PERHAPS NOT. FOR YOU WOULD
BEAR PRECIOUS CARGO.

THE PRESERVED DNA
OF THE FIRST KHAN, OR/ION
ASSANTE,..AND OF HIS TWO
SISTERS...AND OF HIS
TWO WIVES.

ILONG AGO
RENOLINCED
ANY INTEREST IN
HUMANITY'S
AFFAIRS.

1 HAVE SEEN
AND DONE TERRIBLE
THINGS IN PURSUIT
OF AN IDEAL THAT 1
ONCE HELD SACRED.
ONLY TO FIND
NOTHING.

AS THE
RIGHTFUL KHAN
COMMANDS.

50 1 WiLL 568
I CONE.

ALONG WITH A CLONING
CHAMBER, FAR ADVANCED
FROM ZOLA HITCHCOCK’S
ORIGINAL PROTOTYPE.

1 OFFER YOU THE
CHANCE TO REPOPULATE THE
HUMAN RACE...IN THE FORM OF
THE MAN YOU REVERED ABOVE
ALL OTHERS, AND HIS MOST
TRUSTED CIRCLE.

AND YET...

IF YOU ENTRUST THIS
MISSION TO ME, I WOLLLD
BE DUTY-BOLIND
TO ACCEPT.

HONORED PRIME,

1 CHARGE YOU TO HERALD AND
OVERSEE THIS CRUCIAL ENDEAVOR,
EARTH'S FINAL REDEMPTION...
GRENDEL’S ODYS5EY.

.
FEARLESS

PALADIN,
I ACCEPT YOUR

16
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Early concept art by MATT WAGNER
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and violence. Additionally, the visual aesthetics

of artists such as Moebius, Richard Corben,
Philippe Druillet, and Enki Bilal were distinctly
different from the mainstream American comic

book artists whose work I knew and loved.

Casting Grendel Prime on an adventure into
outer space gave me a golden opportunity to
pay homage to Heavy Metal and its integral
effect on my development as a comics creator
in my own right. The lone explorer on a journey
through the stars was a motif that has gone
missing from most modern sci-fi, and here
was the chance fo revive that classic scenario.
Additionally, Grendel: Devil’s Odyssey takes
more than a few of its cues from Gulliver’s
Travels by Jonathan Swift, with each strange
new world that Prime and Seven visit acting as
a twisted mirror of our own reality.

And sometimes, it seems . . . that mirror
can be a bit too reflective. We've all felt the
effects of the worldwide viral pandemic at
this point, a massive societal disruption that
temporarily suspended publication of this
series halfway through its run . . . just as the
next issue—which features an alien world
where an entire population that was obsessed
with its own distractions and entertainments
was wiped out by a virulent computer bug—
was about to be published. This whole
series begins with a rebellious siege on the
imperial capital. Although nowhere nearly as
destructive as that scene, the events leading to
an insurrection in our own nation’s capital at
least felt unnervingly familiar. If I'm not exactly
a Swiftian-level satirist, it's nice to know that

I'm at least striking some of the same chords.

Still, it's when times are at their most
challenging that I'm thankful for our ability to
reﬂect, rebuf, and reexamine real life through
the venue of fiction. By imagining both the
best and the worst possible outcomes to our
ever-changing world, fiction helps us alleviate
a bit of the devastating shock-and-awe that
potentially traumatic events often threaten
to deliver. Fiction is where we actualize our
dreams, where we exorcise our demons, and
where we endeavor to make it through yet

another day of life . . . one page at a time.

I'm also glad you could join us for the complete
tale of Grendel Prime’s odyssey into outer
space. It was a lot of fun ferrying him and
his drone companion (she prefers to be called
“Siggy”) through a myriad of other worlds
and other cultures. Some of them disturbingly
like our own . . . some of them only dark
reflections. In the end, this Devil’s Odyssey will
usher in an dll-new era of the Grendel saga,
one that will hopefully continue to surprise and

delight you, my faithful readers.

For even in the farthest f|ung reaches of the

galaxy . . . the Devil never dies.

—MATT WAGNER''June 2021
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If had been a long time since Id last seen

Grendel Prime.

The last time I'd drawn the character
was twenty years ago in the pages of
the illustrated novel Grendel: Past Prime,
written by Greg Rucka. But the last point of
continuity in Prime’s ongoing stories was
at the conclusion of Grendel: Devil Quest,
which acted as a narrative bracket to the
events in the second Batman/Grendel cross-
over series. Returning to the world of the
future, the last we’d seen of Grendel Prime
he was heavily damaged yet still fighting and
formidable. As he drives off on a stolen cycle
in the final scenes, his ultimate fate was left

uncertain. Until now.

After completing the final volume in my Mage:
The Hero Denied trilogy, | felt the need to return
to my other creator-owned epic. In the pages
of Grendel, | have free reign to tell whatever
tale intrigues me, and the very structure of the
saga grants a lot of leeway to do pretty much
any sort of story. And so | turned my creative
eye to continuing the tale of Grendel Prime
and what had become of him following the

ambiguous ending of his Devil Quest.

As per usual with my narrative approach in
Grendel, | always feel the need to shake things
up and change directions, especially after
such a long hiatus from the title. Additionally,
| felt like we'd spent a lot of time in the world
of Grendel Prime as it stood, that futuristic
dystopia of warring Grendel clans and a
tenuous global empire. It seemed a little

repetitive to simply show how Prime would've

— THE STARS . OUR DESTINATION —

eventually got himself fixed up and whole
again. Obviously, he would have access to
the files of his primary creator, Dr. One, and
the archives of his liege lord—the first Grendel
Khan, Orion I. We know that he’d never take
his semi-destruction as anything more than a
temporary setback and, either through imperial
loyalty or other more aggressive means, he’'d
find the resources and aid to fully reconstruct
his cyborg body and systems. Probably even
better than before. All of that was just a given

. . . the reader didn't need to see it.

| knew | needed a radical change to jump-
start things. When we'd last left Grendel Prime,
he was in a dark and cynical frame of mind,
resorting to incredibly sinister methods in order
to redefine what he saw as the disintegration
of the Grendel identity. He wasn’t above
indulging in the most inhuman actions in a
desperate search to attain an unreachable
goal. After all that, what could possibly
encourage him to once again reengage with

humanity and resume the role of a paladin?

That's when | decided to send him into outer

space.

| was sixteen years old when Heavy Metal
magazine first debuted in America, and its
influence on my creative imagination was
vast. Sneaking this “Mature Audiences”
and oversized comic off the upper rack of
magazine shelves a|ways felt a bit dqring, and
the stories and art were like nothing I'd ever
seen to that point. These were the first comics
I'd ever encountered that were aimed at a more

adult readership and that featured explicit sex





