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Ken Rex McElroy was a cattle thief who threatened the residents of Skidmore Missouri with violence until the citizens of the town got tired of this behavior and engaged in a mob-style execution of McElroy as he was parked in front of Skidmore’s D & G tavern on July 10, 1981, with the shooters in the crowd of people that fired on McElroy’s silver Chevy Silverado not being named to law enforcement by the people of the town. Ken Rex McElroy was the terror of the town and known as the “Town Bully” in Skidmore, Missouri, because he did things like abuse animals, rape women, burglarize, rustle cattle and hogs, assault people and molest people. By any definition, he was not a good guy. Ken Rex McElroy was a big brute of a man with slicked-back hair live Elvis, and, according to many accounts, was moderately handsome. Ken Rex McElroy had 15 children, from four different wives and many of these so called “wives” were women that he forced into marrying himself after he had sex with them when they were under-aged, thus causing McElroy to drive them to a magistrate in a county that would marry them so that Ken Rex McElroy could avoid charges of statutory rape in addition to avoiding having the victim testify against him in court. Ken Rex McElroy would intimidate the parents of these young girls if they protested his marrying of these under-aged women. Ken Rex McElroy shot the dog of one of the girl’s parents in addition to burning down their home and was not charged with this despicable act.
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McElroy made a relatively substantial living off of leasing land near his farm, trading and raising dogs, as well as stealing livestock, grain, alcohol, gasoline and antiques. Breeding and trafficking hunting dogs was one of McElroy’s many talents, and he also made a lot of money from these dogs.The fifteenth child of sixteen in a family of poor migrant tenant farmers named Tony and Mable McElroy, who moved between Kansas and the Ozarks before settling in Skidmore, Missouri, Ken Rex McElroy dropped out of school in Skidmore at the age of 15-years-old and began hunting raccoons in the hills of Skidmore, Missouri. Ken Rex McElroy quickly developed a reputation as a womanizer, cattle rustler and small-time thief.
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Among the other despicable acts, of Ken Rex McElroy, this big brute of a guy with slicked back hair like Elvis tried to murder the town grocer in Skidmore Missouri—Ernest “Bo” Boenkamp, after the grocer had an argument with one of McElroy’s children over what the grocer alleged was a stolen 10 cent piece of candy. Boenkamp never accused McElroy’s child of stealing the candy but did tell the children of McElroy in the store that one of the 10 cent pieces of candy was not paid for when one of the younger children tried to walk out the door with the candy, which insulted one of the older children, McElroy’s daughter, Tonia, who subsequently slammed all of the purchased merchandise in the store counter, demanded their money back and told the grocery clerk Evelyn Summer that the McElroy family would never purchase goods at the Boenkamp owned grocery store, B & B Grocery, in Skidmore Missouri, again. Shortly after argument over an unpaid for 10 cent piece of candy occurred, Ken Rex McElroy and his wife Trena appeared at the store and yelled angrily at the Boenkamps, Louis and Ernest, in addition to clerk Evelyn Summer, about “having their children called thieves.” Ernest “Bo” Boenkamp replied to Ken Rex McElroy and Trena McElroy that he had not accused the children of stealing the candy but rather simply had mentioned to the youngest child in the group that he had not yet paid for the piece of candy as the child was about to walk out the door. After this agitated verbal exchange, “The Town Bully,” Ken Rex McElroy, subsequently told the cashier at B&B grocery that he wanted purchase a pack of cigarettes, but B&B grocery owner Ernest “Bo” Boenkamp responded by telling Ken Rex McElroy he could not buy the cigarettes since his mouthy daughter Tonia had stated inside the store that the McElroy family would no longer be purchasing goods from B&B Grocery as a result of the candy incident in which Ernest “Bo” Boenkamp brought it to one of the children’s attention that they were walking out the door with an unpaid piece of 10 cent candy. This disturbing incident took place on April 25th, 1980.
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McElroy cornered Bo Bowenkamp at the back of his B&B grocery store on July 8th, 1980 and threatened his life. McElroy shot Bowenkamp in the neck with his itchy trigger finger with a shotgun during the confrontation. Bowenkamp would have been hit in the face but moved his head just before Ken Rex McElroy fired the shotgun. Bowenkamp was lucky to survive the encounter, and McElroy got arrested and charged with attempted murder.
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People Were Afraid of McElroy
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People were afraid of Ken Rex McElroy—so afraid, in fact, that all across Nodaway County, Missouri, tough guys in saloons referred to this 265 pound, five-foot-10 man with bushy eyebrows and sideburns, low forehead and massive arms simply as “mister.” This town bully who many referred to as a monster did not brawl in the streets but rather stared down the people who he decided were his enemies, flashed a gun and, on occasion, used this gun.
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A Double Personality: Deliberate Socio-pathic Manipulation
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At the raccoon hunting meets that Ken Rex McElroy attended, this man was super affable, friendly and nice and buddy up to people so that these people would not believe it when others told them that Ken was rustling cattle. Ken Rex McElroy knew how to manipulate certain different groups of people so that to the people of Skidmore, Missouri, Ken Rex McElroy was the “The Town Bully,” but to the people that Ken Rex McElroy wanted to do deals with at the raccoon trading hunting dog training meets, he was a very slick, greasing the palm, rubbing elbows type of social guy.
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