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Ireland before 1500: a land of saints and scholars

In this chapter you will learn about:


	Ireland’s earliest inhabitants

	the Celts

	the coming of Christianity

	the Vikings

	the Norman Conquest

	medieval Ireland

	the House of Kildare.



The earliest inhabitants

Modern archaeological research would tend to suggest that some of the earliest inhabitants on the island of Ireland were based around the Mountsandel area of Co. Derry, on the outskirts of the modern town of Coleraine and close to the mouth of the River Bann. Similar evidence of contemporaneous human settlements has also materialized close to Tullamore in Co. Offaly.

Living somewhere about 7000–6500 BC, it would appear that these early inhabitants were an itinerant people who were ignorant of farming methods, thus falling into the category of hunter-gatherers. Moreover, the heavily forested nature of the Irish landscape at that time meant that they seldom ventured inland. Instead they remained close to the coastline of seas and rivers.

The first Neolithic farmers emerged in Ireland perhaps close to 3,000 years later. These people were breeders of animals – cattle, sheep and goats – and, having cleared some of the dense forest, also began to cultivate crops such as wheat and barley. Evidence of the cultivation of the former – dating back to 2500 BC – has been found in the Newgrange area of Co. Meath.

Although their wattle and daub dwellings have long since disappeared, these Neolithic inhabitants have left us plentiful evidence of their more spiritual architecture. Great megalithic (made of stone) monuments including cairns, dolmens and passage graves were constructed across the island. Of particular note in the case of the latter is the monument at Newgrange, one of the earliest recorded buildings in the whole of Europe, which occupies about 0.4 hectares (1 acre) of land.



Insight – Passage graves

As the name suggests, passage graves consisted of long stone passages that ended in one or more burial chambers. In a certain number of these chambers, the main passage was so aligned that on particular dates – such as the winter solstice – the morning sun would briefly illuminate the burial space.



Over the course of the next few thousand years copper and bronze appeared in Ireland, allowing an impressive range of weaponry and jewellery to be produced. More modern methods of farming were also introduced, including the use of a basic form of ox-drawn plough.

The arrival of the Celts

It was somewhere about 600–500 BC that the race perhaps most associated with early Irish history first appeared on the scene. The Celts – as they were known – had been living in Central and Western Europe, prospering as both farmers and fighters. From these locations they had begun to fan out across the continent and beyond, eventually ending up in Ireland.

These iron users were soon to become the dominant people on the island. They spoke a form of Gaelic and, although they had no written language, they developed a system of writing that we know as Ogham. This was made up of a series of straight and angled lines of varying lengths, which were carved onto large standing stones.

Initially the Celts were pagan and they celebrated four main pagan festivals: Imbolg marked the beginning of spring; Bealtaine marked the start of the summer season; Lughnasa celebrated the start of the harvest season; and Samhain marked the conclusion to the harvest season. However, by about AD 400 they had begun to accept Christianity. That said, many of the deeper pagan practices were slow to die out.

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES

Under the Celts Ireland developed a recognizable political structure. Historians estimate that by the start of the eighth century AD there were in excess of 150 small kingdoms in Ireland. These kingdoms, known as tuatha (singular tuath), governed a mainly agricultural population of about 500,000 people.

Each small kingdom was presided over by a king – a rí tuatha – whose successor or tánaiste (a term still used today to apply to the Irish deputy prime minister) was elected during the incumbent’s lifetime. Not surprisingly, the holding of such a contest inevitably resulted in a high level of competition among those eligible within the king’s family unit, the derbfine. Interestingly the rí did not own the land within the tuath; instead it belonged to the freemen of the kingdom.

A group of small kingdoms was governed by an over-king or rí rúire. Finally there was the king of the province of which there were five by about AD 300. At this time there was no recognition in law of the fabled position of High King, however by the seventh century the Uí Néill Kings of Tara were probably the most powerful family in the land.



Insight – High Kings

While the title of High King of Ireland is well known and there are plenty of examples of those who laid claim to the title, it is less clear whether the term actually had any real political or territorial significance. Modern historical research would seem to suggest that the term had no real meaning with few, if any, of those who held the title actually able to exercise power across the whole island.



For protection such groups lived in easily defendable enclosures such as raths, ring-forts or promontory forts. Archaeologists have identified the sites of more than 40,000 of the former across the island. Some tribes even created artificial islands in the middle of lakes; about 200 of these have come to light. These structures are known as crannogs.

While the king was supported by a number of nobles the majority of the population were peasants. A few of these were freemen, a privilege that enabled them to move from place to place, seeking employment. The vast majority, however, were unfree and remained in the same tuath, working whatever sliver of land had been allotted to them by the nobles and providing some of the produce they made to their master. The Celts were mixed farmers who grew a wide range of crops and, for reasons that shall be explained, cattle rearing was also an important element of their work. Within these tuatha there also dwelt slaves, often captured in raids on neighbouring kingdoms.

The final significant group in Celtic society was the Aos Dána. This consisted of those individuals within the tuath possessed of particular skills. It included lawyers, doctors, druids, musicians, historians and poets. From among this group two categories stand out as having been of particular significance. The first was the lawyer or breitheamh (which translates as judge). From this title the law of the land became known as Brehon Law.

Brehon Law differed significantly from modern justice. Rather than imprisonment or corporal punishment the system relied – at least in the majority of cases – on a structure of fines. Each man was given a value or honour price, which was the value put on the victim of a crime. This value was always measured in terms of cattle. Not surprisingly, therefore, possession of cattle was an indication of wealth and cattle raiding was a common occurrence in Celtic Ireland. A system of other fines was also in existence for punishing those found guilty of committing lesser crimes.

However, it was the poet or file that was the most important member of the Aos Dána. He was the king’s spin-doctor, recording his heroic deeds – in verse of course – so that they could be recounted throughout the land. If the particular monarch demonstrated a lack of generosity to the file he would be rewarded with a satire. Evidence would suggest that this was not the most pleasant of experiences for those so ‘honoured’.

The coming of Christianity

Many assume – wrongly – that it was St Patrick who introduced Christianity to the Irish. However the religion existed – in some shape or form – on the island before Patrick’s mission. Indeed Patrick wasn’t even the first significant missionary figure to come to Ireland. He was preceded by another missionary, Palladius who, according to Prosper of Aquitaine, was dispatched to the island in 431 by Pope Celestine I (422–32). His task was to instruct the Christians already living there, but little else about him or his mission is known.

The following year is traditionally commemorated as the year of Patrick’s arrival. However, modern scholarship tends to be more guarded, placing the actual date roughly 30 years later. Of course, according to legend he had previously been in Ireland as a slave, captured on a raid in Britain by Niall of the Nine Hostages, and condemned to a life of herding pigs on the slopes of Slemish Mountain in Co. Antrim. Patrick herded for six years before escaping and training to be a priest and missionary. Eventually he returned to Ireland to take on the work begun by Palladius and, if legend is to be believed, had a jolly old time casting out snakes and teaching the mysteries of the Trinity with the aid of the three-leaved shamrock.

Whatever the case, in the wake of Patrick’s mission Christianity took root and began to flourish, albeit with some degree of resistance from the pagan druids who saw their positions coming under threat. Patrick wasn’t the only bishop to come to Ireland – others such as Auxilius and Secundus come to mind – but he is the best known, mainly due to his writings, particularly his Confession.

The following centuries marked the golden age of Irish Christianity, resulting in the island becoming known as ‘the land of saints and scholars’. Of particular note among a pantheon of missionary luminaries was Colum Cille, revered as the founder of Derry, who also founded the monastery of Iona off the west coast of Scotland and Columbanus, who established several notable monasteries in mainland Europe. At home too, famous monasteries sprang up in places such as Bangor, Armagh and Clonmacnoise and offshore on seemingly inhospitable islands such as Sceilig Mhichíl.

Vikings!

Still dotted around Ireland in places such as Devinish, Glendalough and Monasterboice are the remains – many still complete – of round towers. These buildings – about 27 to 30 metres (90 to 100 feet) in height, with their doorways 4.5 to 6 metres (15 to 20 feet) above ground level – were erected in or near monasteries to allow the monks to protect themselves and their valuables from the Viking raids that began at the very end of the eighth century (the earliest recorded raid was on Lambay Island in AD 795). These valuables included artefacts such as the great illuminated manuscripts that had been created to pass on the scriptures – for example the Cathach (extracts from the Psalms) and the Books of Kells and Durrow – as well as valuable gold and silver fashioned into striking creations such as the Ardagh and Derrynaflan Chalices.

Over the course of the next few years a series of raids took place against the monastic settlements that were dotted all around the Irish coast. It would appear that for about the first 40 years the Vikings were simply raiders, taking what they could find and leaving after their attacks; however, from about AD 830 this began to change and the Vikings started to establish settlements on the island. Within a generation a series of significant Norse settlements had sprung up in the southern parts of the island. Dublin (where significant Viking archaeological remains have been and continue to be found) was a Viking settlement and the modern conurbations of Cork, Limerick, Waterford and Wexford were also tenth-century Norse establishments.

By the end of the ninth century the Vikings were becoming – as the saying goes – more Irish than the Irish themselves; intermarrying was taking place while the Norse were also beginning to embrace Christianity. Sitric Silkenbeard, the Viking King of Dublin, converted to Christianity in AD 1000 and within a generation Dublin’s Vikings were constructing a cathedral on the site of the current Christ Church Cathedral.

Despite their growing influence, however, their power was eventually destroyed. One of the main actors in this development was the legendary Brian Boru who became King of Munster at the end of the tenth century.

High Kings?

Initially Brian was King of the Dál Cais in Co. Clare. In an attempt to increase his power, Brian began to build up alliances with other local kings while also strengthening his military resources. While this soon resulted in him gaining the kingship of Munster, Brian’s ambition was greater; he wanted to rule the whole island. Achieving this feat would mean obtaining the acquiescence of the Uí Néills of Meath who claimed that title for themselves. In 1002 Brian received that acquiescence – somewhat reluctantly it must be said – and peace reigned for a time.

It did not last, however, and before long Brian was involved in what would become his greatest victory, the 1014 Battle of Clontarf. The occasion was an attempt by Maol Morda, King of Leinster to challenge Brian’s position as High King. At Clontarf – which lay close to Dublin – Brian faced a coalition of Gaelic and Norse allies. Brian was victorious but unfortunately for him the fruits of victory were not to be savoured: the same battle also cost him his own life. In the words of the contemporary Viking sagas ‘Brian fell but saved his kingdom’.

In the vacuum caused by his death an extended period of conflict broke out between rival kings, each attempting to obtain the coveted high kingship. No one king was ever able to claim the title effectively and those that claimed it were usually known as High King with opposition. In 1166 Rory O’Connor, King of Connaught, was crowned High King of Ireland. He might have thought that he could see off any challenges from within the island, and in that context he might have been right. However, his opposition would come elsewhere, from a new and hitherto unknown quarter – the Normans.

1169 and all that!

The individual most associated with the arrival of the Normans in Ireland is Dermot MacMurrough, who from the 1130s was King of Leinster. According to Gerald of Wales (Giraldus Cambrensis) who penned a tome entitled The Conquest of Ireland, Dermot ‘preferred to be feared rather than loved… He was inimical towards his own people and hated by others.’

One of these others was Rory O’Connor and in 1166 O’Connor defeated MacMurrough in battle. The fight took place for two reasons; first, MacMurrough had refused to submit to O’Connor as the new High King, and second, over a decade previously MacMurrough had kidnapped Dervorgilla, who just happened to be O’Connor’s daughter as well as being the wife of O’Connor’s ally Tigernán Ua Ruairc, King of Bréifne.

In the aftermath of his defeat MacMurrough was forced to flee from Ireland. He ended up in Bristol with the intention of seeking help from the Normans. It became clear, however, that none would provide assistance without the permission of their king and so from Bristol Dermot headed for France in search of help from King Henry II (1154–89). Having tracked him down to Aquitaine, MacMurrough begged Henry to help him regain his throne and in return promised to become his ‘liegeman’. Henry gave MacMurrough permission to go to Wales and approach the Normans there for help.

Why, though, did Henry care about Ireland? Like many previous rulers of England – perhaps even dating back to Roman times – Henry had considered an invasion of the neighbouring island but had never actually got round to it. Furthermore, over a decade previously the English Pope, Hadrian IV (1154–9), had penned Laudabiliter, a document conferring on Henry the title ‘Lord of Ireland’ and allowing him to take control of Ireland and reform its Church.

Many of the Normans based in Wales had less land than their compatriots in England and so they were more than interested in helping Dermot. In 1169, therefore, a Norman force landed at Bannow Bay, Co. Wexford. MacMurrough and his followers joined the invaders and together they attacked and captured the town of Wexford. Shortly after, MacMurrough was restored to the kingship of Leinster. Because of the help he had received he became known as ‘Dermot of the Foreigners’.

Over succeeding years increasing numbers of Normans arrived in Ireland. Most prominent among these was Richard de Clare, Earl of Pembroke, better known to us as Strongbow, who landed in 1170. It was to Strongbow that MacMurrough had offered his daughter Aoífe’s hand in marriage, as well as the prospect of succeeding him as King of Leinster if he helped him regain his throne.

Led by Strongbow, the Normans captured Dublin by the end of the year and when MacMurrough died unexpectedly in May 1171 Strongbow succeeded him as king. However, despite having a strong new leader, it is probably fair to say that the kingdom remained far from stabilized.

The arrival of Henry II

Henry II was none too pleased when he heard of Strongbow’s success in Ireland and so in October 1171 he landed at Waterford accompanied by a large army. Thus he became the first Norman monarch to set foot on Irish soil.

Ostensibly Henry had arrived because of his concern that Strongbow was becoming too powerful and might eventually challenge Henry’s own influence. While that was undoubtedly true he had other – more pressing – reasons to escape from his regular haunts. Just ten months earlier three of his knights had executed Thomas Beckett, Archbishop of Canterbury, in the belief that Henry wanted rid of ‘this turbulent priest’. Henry was also keen to continue the process of Church reform in Ireland. This had begun earlier in the twelfth century – overseen by prelates such as Anselm of Canterbury and Malachy of Armagh – and had resulted in the holding of great reforming Synods at Cashel and Ráthbresail. In this way, Henry reasoned, he might be able to get back into the Pope’s good books again.

The king returned to England in April 1172. By the time of his departure all of Ireland’s significant political leaders – including Strongbow – had submitted to him save for a handful of monarchs including Rory O’Connor. The leaders of the Irish Church also submitted to the Norman king, wisely regarding him as a more likely supporter of ecclesiastical reform than any of the local leaders.

Those who had submitted to Henry had their territories regranted to them. In 1175 Rory O’Connor also submitted and – by the terms of the Treaty of Windsor – was permitted to rule the lands outside Norman control as Ard rí.

In the decades following Henry’s visit, the Norman conquest continued – in defiance of the terms of the Treaty of Windsor – until about three-quarters of the island had come under Norman control. Despite the superiority in numbers of the native Irish, superior military experience and tactics usually saw the invaders emerge victorious whenever and wherever battle commenced. Norman magnates such as John de Courcy gained influence in areas such as the Kingdom of Ulidia in North East Ulster while Connaught came under the influence of Richard de Burgo. Meath was controlled by Hugh de Lacy and Munster by a number of different Norman families.

Once control had been gained it was defended by the building of castle strongholds. Initially these were motte and bailey structures, erected because of their speed of construction, but before long they were being replaced by more permanent stone buildings. Many of these still survive, albeit in different states of repair. Of particular note one can point to the impressive castles at places such as Carrickfergus, Dundrum and Carlingford.

Beyond the Pale: establishing English control

It was during the reign of King John (1199–1216) that elements of the type of administrative system previously introduced in Norman England began to appear. Chief among these was the jury system, but it also included a structure of sheriffs whose job it was to collect fines and taxes and enforce the Norman’s system of law which was called Common Law. There were other innovations too: the feudal system made its Irish debut, while coinage bearing the harp symbol began to be minted. Finally, under Norman influence, elements of the county system began to emerge. Dublin was the first county to be created, first appearing in records in 1200.

As the thirteenth century progressed, more and more evidence emerged of the colonists’ efforts to cement their control over Ireland. As new territories were conquered in Munster, North-West Ulster and Connaught, castles, cathedrals, monasteries and towns (including Athlone, Drogheda, Dundalk, Kilkenny and Galway) were built, many with some form of defensive walls. At the same time more sophisticated forms of trade and commerce were developed, while introducing more intensive forms of agricultural production became a major preoccupation.

INCREASING CONTROL?

By the middle of the thirteenth century the greater part of the island had come under Norman control. The Normans’ superior weaponry, their skills at building easily defensible fortifications and their tactical nous made them irresistible – in a negative sense – to the native forces. At the same time the latter groups were often engaged in debilitating internecine struggles leaving them capable of offering little or no genuine resistance.

The monarchy was clearly keen to demonstrate the extent of its influence by this time. In 1254 Henry III (1216–72) gave Ireland (along with other areas) to his heir, the future Edward I (1272–1307), declaring them to be inalienably annexed to the crown. It was clear that the Normans wanted their control to be consolidated. There is plenty of evidence that they were well on the way to achieving this. By the middle of the century there were eight counties in Ireland.

Of course for most of the time the king was not there. In his absence a Justiciar (later to be known as the Lord Deputy or Viceroy) was in charge of running the colony and protecting the king’s interests. One of the Justiciar’s main tasks became the summoning of great meetings or parliaments, the first clearly documented one being held in June 1264 at Castledermot. A Council made up of other senior office-holders such as the Treasurer, Chancellor and Escheator supported the Justiciar in his work.

THE DECLINE OF THE COLONY

For all of their impressive systems and structures, however, the Normans were never able to conquer the Irish completely. By about 1250 three-quarters of Ireland was under Norman control, yet they simply were not able to finish the job. One key reason for this strange state of affairs was that English monarchs began to pay less and less attention to what was going on in Ireland, while those left in charge were often more interested in increasing their own particular position, to the detriment of the monarchy’s.

On top of that there just weren’t enough of them in Ireland; the Norman population was concentrated in Leinster and parts of Munster and thinly spread elsewhere. Moreover – as with previous invaders – they began to intermingle with the Irish way of life, particularly outside Dublin.

Most significant of all, however, was the emergence of a fight back by the native Irish after the middle years of the thirteenth century. Over the next century and a quarter some form of ‘Gaelic recovery’ took place. It was never a united campaign but bit by bit conquered territory was recovered. This was mainly achieved by using Norman weaponry and tactics and by employing Scottish mercenaries called Gallowglasses.

By the start of the fourteenth century, therefore, much of the land was back in the hands of the Gaelic chieftains; however, a strong ruler was needed to finish off the Normans. The man chosen was Edward Bruce, brother of Robert Bruce, King of Scotland.

EDWARD BRUCE

Edward Bruce arrived in Ulster in 1315 having been invited by a number of local Gaelic chiefs to lead an expedition to drive out the Normans. Initially Bruce was successful – in 1316 he was crowned as King of Ireland – but before long his luck began to change and at the 1318 Battle of Faughart the Normans finally defeated him. During this encounter Bruce was killed and his head was sent to King Edward II (1307–27). In spite of having been invited in, many of the Irish were pleased by this defeat since Bruce had not exactly endeared himself to the locals with his harsh tactics. Of his demise it was written, ‘There was not done from the beginning of the world a better deed for the men of Erin than that deed’ (Irish Annals).

In spite of the Gaelic resurgence, over the remainder of the Middle Ages no further serious attempt was made to overthrow the Norman colony or to unite the disparate elements that made up Gaelic Ireland. Yet the native population didn’t need to do much in any case. The Norman colony had been further weakened by the physical and material damage caused by these events and by the middle of the fourteenth century it had been banished from Ulster.

In 1360 the colonists sent a desperate message to the king, warning that their situation was dire. They listed the problems that were weakening their position and made clear their fear that the Irish were going to reconquer the whole country. Their plea was taken seriously and Edward III’s (1327–77) son Lionel, Duke of Clarence, was appointed Viceroy in Ireland.

THE STATUTES OF KILKENNY

Clarence arrived in Dublin in the autumn of 1361 and immediately started a campaign to regain control. However, military success was not forthcoming. Indeed, the Duke’s time in Ireland is best remembered for the series of laws enacted in an attempt to stop the Norman assimilation into the native population. At a parliament held in Kilkenny in 1366 the ‘Statutes of Kilkenny’ were enacted. These aimed to achieve their purpose by prohibiting, among other things, marriage between the races, the Norman use of the Irish language and Irish names within the colony, riding horses bare backed, the playing of hurling and so on.

However, things did not really improve and mixing between the races went on. It looked more and more likely that unless decisive military action was taken the colony would cease to exist. Therefore in 1394 Richard II (1377–99) landed in Ireland with a force of about 10,000 men. His aim, he said, was to ‘establish good government and just rule’.

The king remained in Ireland until the following year and in this time obtained the submission of many significant Gaelic chieftains. However, he was forced to return within four years as hostilities had broken out again. This time his visit was considerably shorter. Politically Richard was having problems back at home with challenges to his position from the Lancastrians. Upon learning that Henry Bolingbroke had seized the throne (as Henry IV, 1399–1413), the king was forced to turn for home where he was overthrown and murdered. His attempts to settle Ireland had lost him both his throne and, ultimately, his life.

Richard was the last English monarch to come to Ireland for over 300 years. The early Lancastrian monarchs were not particularly interested in events across the Irish Sea and without strong English involvement the Norman colony was left to its own devices and continued to decline even more rapidly than before. Indeed, the area it covered continued to recede until it covered only the region surrounding Dublin, later known as the Pale (from the Latin pallus denoting the stakes used to mark the borders of the area).

Yet it wasn’t all doom and gloom for the colonists. Outside this area three Norman families still retained power. Particularly important were the Fitzgeralds of Kildare. Although nominally loyal to the monarchy in England they continued to flout the guidelines laid down by the Statutes of Kilkenny. By the latter years of the fifteenth century they had become the most powerful rulers in the land.

Ireland and the Wars of the Roses

As the fifteenth century progressed, Ireland began to play an increasingly significant role in the continuing unrest within English political circles better known to us as the Wars of the Roses. In 1447 Richard, Duke of York, became heir to the English throne. In the same year the Lancastrian King, Henry VI (1422–61), appointed him Viceroy to Ireland. Richard’s visit to the colony in 1449–50 resulted in the creation of strong links between Ireland and the Yorkist cause. In the sure knowledge of this support Richard turned for home. Five years later the Wars of the Roses began.



Insight – Wars of the Roses

For the 30 years from 1455 to 1485 a number of wars were fought between the supporters of the Houses of York and Lancaster for control of the throne of England. The conflicts, known as the Wars of the Roses, resulted in the success and failure of a number of monarchs including Henry VI, Edward IV, Richard III and the eventual victor, Henry VII, who established a century–long Tudor dynasty (1485–1603).



For a time York was in the ascendancy but then the tide began to turn against him. Following his defeat at Ludford Bridge in 1459, he returned to Ireland once more. In the following year the Irish parliament – demonstrating its loyalty to the Yorkist cause – declared that it was treasonable to oppose York. It decreed that Ireland would be bound only by laws passed by its own parliament and stated that English writs were invalid. In a final flash of autonomy it also established a separate coinage for the island.

To all intents and purposes the colony was using the opportunity provided by events in England to declare its independence from London. It would not be the last time that it would be claimed by dissatisfied natives that ‘England’s difficulty was Ireland’s opportunity’.

In the same year – 1460 – York was killed in battle, but within 12 months his son had been crowned as Edward IV (1461–83). The question now was how the great Norman lords of Ireland would make use of the domestic power that they had gained as a result of the decisions of the 1460 parliament.

The answer was not in a manner that was pleasing to London in spite of the loyalty that those in power in Ireland had shown the Yorkist cause. By the end of the decade the English monarchy was becoming less and less enamoured with the behaviour of the Gaelic Irish and with the overly close links to them of the Anglo-Irish magnates such as the Earl of Kildare. However, attempts by Edward IV to restore some form of order only resulted in the outbreak of rebellion and in 1468 the crown was forced to agree to appoint Thomas, Earl of Kildare, as Lord Deputy even though it feared the consequences of such a move.

But why do this? Put simply, the crown did not possess the resources to conquer Ireland fully.

The power of the Kildares

The Lancastrians regained the throne after the defeat of the Yorkist Richard III (1483–5), on Bosworth Field in 1485. Although Kildare was a supporter of the Yorkist cause the new king, Henry VII (1485–1509), left him in place as Viceroy. However, the dangers to England of a semi-independent Ireland ruled by a man who was all but king were obvious and became even clearer in 1487 when Lambert Simnel – a Yorkist pretender to the English throne – was brought to Ireland.

The majority of the Anglo-Irish magnates, including the Earl of Kildare (now Garrett Mór), accepted Simnel’s claim and he was crowned King of England (as Edward VI) in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin. However on his return to England Simnel, accompanied by several Anglo-Irish noble supporters, was defeated in Nottinghamshire. In 1489 Henry VII summoned the Irish nobles to England, and had Simnel – now working as a kitchen hand – wait on them at a banquet.

Not surprisingly these developments increased Henry’s suspicions of Kildare but he was still not secure enough to move against him. Nor were the king’s problems over at least as far as Irish involvement in challenges for his throne were concerned. In 1491 Perkin Warbeck – another Yorkist pretender – was received in Ireland as Prince Richard (the younger of the two princes supposedly murdered in the Tower of London in about 1483). Kildare was more circumspect this time and Warbeck did not enjoy the same levels of support as Simnel had four years earlier. The pretender was executed later on at Tyburn in London. Henry was unimpressed by the Irish support for this second effort and was heard to remark ‘they will crown apes next.’

Poynings’ Law

Joking aside, Ireland was clearly proving to be something of a concern to the Lancastrian monarchy. Put simply, the Lord Deputy had done little or nothing to stop these challenges against his master the king. In 1494 Henry VII finally took action. He sent Sir Edward Poynings to Ireland as Lord Deputy. His instructions were to reduce the country to ‘whole and perfect obedience’ and thus to prevent Yorkist pretenders from using it as a base.

Poynings summoned a parliament, which enacted a range of significant legislation in terms of the future relationship between England and Ireland. Of particular note was ‘Poynings’ Law’ which decreed that parliament could meet in Ireland only after royal permission had been granted and the ‘King and Council’ in England had approved the laws that it proposed to pass. This legislation was clearly intended to curb the ability of the Kildares to act in a manner damaging to the Lancastrian monarchy.

In 1495 Kildare was summoned to London and sent to the Tower. However, Poynings advised Henry that the Kildares were still necessary to keep Ireland in order in the absence of any attempt to conquer the whole island, something that simply wasn’t on the cards. The Earl was therefore released and returned to Ireland as Lord Deputy. Henry ruefully remarked, to the Bishop of Meath, who had bitterly complained that ‘all Ireland cannot rule yonder gentleman’, that ‘he is fit to rule all Ireland seeing that all Ireland cannot rule him’ (Book of Howth). Whether or not he was now to be trusted was, however, another matter.

Garrett Mór ruled as Ireland’s ‘all-but-king’ until his death in 1513 when he was replaced by his son Garrett Óg, who had been brought up at the English court. Four years previously Henry VIII (1509–47) had come to the throne in England; he would be a much more secure and powerful ruler than his father and less tolerant of dissenters like Kildare. Under his rule the relationship between England and Ireland would change utterly.

 



10 THINGS TO REMEMBER


	The Celts did not originate in Ireland but came from central and western Europe. They developed Ogham, a system of writing on stone, which consisted of a series of straight and angled lines. They also imposed a nascent political structure on Ireland and by AD 700 Ireland could boast of more than 150 tuatha (kingdoms)



	Brehon law – the main system of justice in early Ireland – was mainly based on a structure of fines linked to cattle value.



	It was Palladius, not Patrick, who brought Christianity to Ireland.



	Round towers were erected to protect the inhabitants of monasteries from the Viking raids that began at the end of the eighth century.



	The Normans were invited to Ireland by Dermot MacMurrough, deposed King of Leinster, although Hadrian IV, the only English Pope, had previously given Henry II permission to take control of Ireland in the Bull Laudabiliter.



	The first clearly documented Irish parliament took place at Castledermot in 1264.



	Irish Gaelic chieftains employed Scottish mercenaries known as Gallowglasses to help them regain control of the island from the Normans.



	In 1366 the Statutes of Kilkenny were enacted. These laws aimed to retain the purity of Norman control by outlawing intermarriage with the natives and the use of Irish language and culture.



	King Richard II came to Ireland in 1394. There were no further visits from the monarchs of England for 300 years; however by the early 1400s, Norman control in Ireland was restricted to an area surrounding Dublin known as the Pale.



	Lambert Simnel, a Yorkist pretender to the English throne, was crowned as Edward VI in Dublin in 1487. In response to this and other examples of Irish ‘disloyalty’ Poynings’ Law of 1494 was passed. This stated that the Irish Parliament could only meet when the king agreed and could only pass laws that he had already approved.
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Reformation and rebellion

In this chapter you will learn about:


	Henry VIII, King of Ireland

	the Reformation

	the Munster Rebellion

	the Nine Years’ War

	the Ulster Plantation

	the 1641 Rebellion

	Cromwell in Ireland.



The fall of the House of Kildare

Initially Henry allowed Garrett Óg to continue as his Lord Deputy but Kildare was significantly less secure in his position than his father had been, while concomitantly Henry was considerably more so. Although there was a number of differences between the king and his deputy, the issue really came to a head after 1533, the year in which Henry married Anne Boleyn and broke with Rome. Soon after, Garrett Óg was summoned to London to answer charges of treason. The origin of these charges could be traced to the jealousy of other Irish families who had complained to Henry about Garrett Óg. One of these families, the Butlers, just happened to be related to Henry’s new wife.

Kildare set off for London in early 1534, entrusting the government of Ireland to his son, Thomas, Lord Offaly. The Butlers continued to stir things by spreading false rumours to the effect that Garrett Óg had been executed. To begin with Offaly did not know these rumours were not true and in response he led a group of armed men (each with their jacket edged in silk, hence Offaly’s nickname of ‘Silken’ Thomas) to St Mary’s Abbey in Dublin where he hurled the sword of state to the floor of the Council Chamber.

Having declared that ‘I am none of Henry’s Deputy; I am his foe’, Offaly returned to his base at Maynooth Castle and started to raise an army. His intention was to persuade the king that he couldn’t afford to dispense with the Earls of Kildare as his deputies in Ireland. There is some evidence that his father knew and approved of his plans which leads one to surmise that Offaly would have rebelled, rumours or not.

Henry was not overly impressed with this sequence of events. Kildare Senior was dispatched to the Tower of London, where he died in September. A month later Sir William Skeffington arrived in Ireland with an army in excess of 2,000 men. In the meantime Offaly was doing his utmost to rally support for a ‘Catholic crusade’ by making contact with English and Welsh Catholics, the Pope and continental rulers including Charles V (1519–58), the Holy Roman Emperor. It seemed that the religious issue was making its debut on the stage of Irish politics.

In 1535 the Fitzgerald castle at Maynooth was besieged and overrun by Skeffington. The survivors were all put to the sword despite having received the – obviously worthless – ‘Pardon of Maynooth’. Two years later Offaly and five of his uncles were executed in London. With their deaths the influence of the most powerful of the Irish families had been destroyed. Henceforth Ireland would be governed by English officials and controlled by an English garrison. Moreover, settling the key political issue of who ran Ireland now left the way clear for Henry to introduce his religious reforms.

The Reformation

The early sixteenth century echoed strongly with the calls for reform of the abuses that had sprung up in the Catholic Church. Interestingly none of these calls had ever come from Ireland, in spite of a marked decline there in the quality of religion. Yet this lack of native-sourced protest wasn’t to stop the Reformation spreading to Ireland, wanted or not. In 1536 the Irish parliament – with a considerable degree of reluctance – passed an act making Henry ‘the only supreme head on earth of the whole Church of Ireland’. Under the terms of this Act of Supremacy, the Church of Ireland became the established church with the English monarch as its supreme head. No other churches were to exist and the population was to pay a tax or tithe to support the Church’s existence.



Insight – Reformation

The reformation took many forms in different parts of Europe. Although there were those in England and Ireland who subscribed to the more Protestant views of individuals such as Luther and Calvin, the Henerican Reform had at its core – at least initially – the desire to wrest control of the Church in England from the Papacy.



 



Insight – Tithe

Following the Reformation the Irish population were required to pay a tax or tithe to help pay for the upkeep of the established Church of Ireland (whether they were members or not). The amount to be paid was reduced in the 1830s and finally abolished with the disestablishment of the Church of Ireland in 1869.



Initially these changes spread no further than the Pale. Although the state’s policy of surrender and regrant (see below) required the renunciation of the Pope’s authority for the maintenance of property title, those Gaelic chieftains who embraced it saw it as little more than a form of words and retained their traditional religious affiliations. Equally, many of the clergy paid no more than lip service to the liturgical modifications that were implemented. The only element of genuine change that did occur was with the attempted dissolution of the monasteries but even then many of them survived.

Henry, King of Ireland

In 1541 the Irish parliament declared Henry King of Ireland. He therefore became the first monarch to bear this title, if one excludes the aforementioned Edward Bruce, who never really reigned. In the same year Henry introduced the policy of surrender and regrant as a method of controlling Ireland that was cheaper than all-out warfare. By this, many of the main Gaelic Irish chiefs submitted to Henry and in return received titles of nobility from him. The policy also demanded that they should abandon the Gaelic language and traditions and their loyalty to Rome.



Insight – Surrender and Regrant

This policy came as a reaction to the FitzGerald rebellions and the creation of the Kingdom of Ireland. The policy demanded that native chieftains give up their lands to the monarch and then have them returned under royal charter. Those that received the grants were expected to adopt English customs of language, dress and behaviour.



One of the most notable subjects of the policy was Conn O’Neill, Ulster’s most powerful chieftain. In 1542 he travelled
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The 1641 rebellion




THE CONFEDERATION OF KILKENNY



To hell or Connaught: Cromwell in Ireland
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	The 1535 rebellion of ‘Silken’ Thomas FitzGerald ended the government of Ireland by native Viceroys. The new generation of governors – sent over from England – became known as the ‘New’ English to distinguish them from the original Norman settlers.



	By the 1536 Act of Supremacy Henry VII established the reformed Church of Ireland. Five years later he was declared King of Ireland, the first monarch to bear this title.



	Henry gained control over Gaelic chieftains through the policy of ‘surrender and regrant’. By this the chieftains surrendered their land to the king and were regranted it with English titles and expectations (in terms of loyalty and behaviour).



	In 1574 and again in 1580 the pope (who had previously excommunicated Elizabeth I in 1570) sent military assistance to Catholic rebels in Munster. Both rebellions failed.



	Although the earliest plantation had occurred during the reign of Edward VI, the first significant plantation took place in Munster at the close of the sixteenth century. It saw land granted to individuals such as Edmund Spenser and Sir Walter Raleigh.



	During the Nine Years’ War the Spanish sent a military force to support the rebels involved in the rising in Ulster. Unfortunately the Spanish forces landed at Kinsale, Co. Cork, many hundreds of miles away and were therefore of little or no use.



	Hugh O’Neill, the leading figure in the Nine Years’ War, was pardoned by James I; however in 1607 he was accused of treason and along with supporters fled for the continent in an event known as the Flight of the Earls.



	The Plantation of Ulster resulted in 40,000 settlers arriving in the province.



	The 1641 Rebellion and the subsequent Confederation of Kilkenny saw the Old and New English joining forces against their common (British and Protestant) enemies.



	The political and land settlements that followed Cromwell’s campaign in Ireland resulted in the loss of a significant level of (Catholic) power and influence.
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Glossary

abdication crisis The 1936 British constitutional crisis which arose when Britain’s new King, Edward VIII, abdicated so that he could marry an American divorcée, Wallis Simpson.

Air Raid Precaution (ARP) Established by the Westminster Parliament in 1938, ARP wardens were charged with preparing British people from attacks by air during the expected war with Germany.

Apprentice Boys A loyalist (see below) club set up in 1814 to remember the group of apprentices who closed the gates of Derry against the armies of King James II in 1688. The main annual event organized by the Apprentice Boys is a march in Derry on a date close to 12 August.

Ard Fheis Annual Party Conference (Irish).

Ascendancy The ruling class in eighteenth century Ireland.

Blueshirts The popular name given to the National Guard (itself formed from the Army Comrades’ Association). This movement (whose members wore blue shirts) developed a programme based on vocationalism, a theory of government closely related to corporatism.

Continuity IRA The name given to a splinter group which split off from the Provisional IRA (see below) in the aftermath of that organization’s 1994 cessation. The Continuity IRA has not declared a ceasefire as of yet.

cultural nationalism A movement that emerged in the latter years of the nineteenth century with the aim of ensuring that Ireland’s rich Gaelic heritage was not totally eroded.

Dáil Éireann The Lower House in the Irish Parliament (Irish).

Direct Rule A term used to describe the state of affairs when Northern Ireland is ruled directly from Westminster rather than by its own devolved parliament.

disestablish The removal (by a law of 1869 which took effect in 1871) of the State’s recognition of the Church of Ireland as Ireland’s official religion.

Emancipation (Catholic) The Act of Parliament (1829) that permitted Catholics to sit freely as Members of Parliament (MPs).

Fenian The popular name of the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB – see below). The movement was founded in 1858 – in both the United States and Ireland – with the aim of achieving an independent Ireland through the use of force.

Fourteen Points A series of suggestions (1918), put forward by US President Woodrow Wilson, as a way of preventing another World War. They included concepts such as national self-determination.

Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) Founded in 1884 by a group of individuals who feared the increasing influence of ‘English’ games such as rugby and soccer, the GAA was established to provide a countrywide structure for the playing of indigenous sports such as football and hurling.

Garda Síochána The Irish police (literally guardians of the peace – Irish).

gerrymandering The practice of drawing electoral boundaries in a way that benefits one particular group (usually a minority) at the expense of another (usually the majority).

Home Rule The nineteenth and early twentieth century campaign for Ireland to be granted a devolved parliament by Westminster.

internecine Mutually destructive conflict.

Irish Dimension The idea that the Irish government should have some input into how Northern Ireland is governed.

Irish National Liberation Army (INLA) A paramilitary republican group that emerged in 1975 from a split in the Official IRA (see below). The organization called a ceasefire in August 1998 but has refused as of yet to decommission any of its weapons.

Irish Republican Army (IRA) The IRA’s origins lie in the Irish Volunteers (founded in 1913). This movement split in 1914 over the issue of whether or not to fight for the British in the First World War. The part that refused to fight retained the name Irish Volunteers and part of it was involved in the 1916 Rising. In the struggle for independence that began in 1919 the Irish Volunteers was renamed the IRA. This movement too split in 1922 over whether or not to accept the Treaty. One part did eventually become the Irish Army, and one part that refused (known as the Irregulars – see below) fought and lost a Civil War and then became an underground organization, re-emerging occasionally to strike again for its goal of a united Irish Republic, particularly during the period 1956–62. In late 1969 the IRA split into the Official IRA and the Provisional IRA (see below) after a dispute over whether to pursue a political or military strategy.

Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) The official name of the Fenian movement (see above).

Irish Volunteers A private army established in 1913 with the express purpose of ensuring Ireland was granted Home Rule. The movement split in two at the start of the First World War with the vast majority going off to fight for the British (being renamed the National Volunteers) and a minority refusing to support Britain (retaining the name Irish Volunteers). An element of this group organized and executed the 1916 Rising. Later on the group became known as the Irish Republican Army (IRA – see above).

Irregulars The section of the IRA (see above) that opposed the Anglo-Irish Treaty and fought a civil war against the government forces.

Keynesian (economics) The ideas of economist John Maynard Keynes as expressed particularly in his 1936 book A General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money. This volume argued that the lack of demand for goods and rising unemployment could be countered by increased government expenditure to stimulate the economy.

Laissez faire Laissez faire is short for ‘laissez faire, laissez passer,’ a French phrase meaning to ‘let things alone, let them pass’. When applied in an economic sense it refers to avoiding state regulation of the economy.

League of Nations An international body established by the Paris Peace Settlement (1919) in an attempt to provide a place where leaders could talk together and so avoid wars. It was superseded by the United Nations after the Second World War.

Loyalist A hardline supporter of Northern Ireland’s continued link with the United Kingdom.

Loyalist Volunteer Force (LVF) Believed to have been set up in 1996 by members of the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF – see below) who opposed the loyalist paramilitaries’ ceasefire of 1994. Although opposed to the Good Friday Agreement the LVF declared a ceasefire of sorts in May 1998. In December 1998 it became the first paramilitary organization to decommission a number of weapons.

Luftwaffe The German air force (literally air weapon – German) first established during the First World War, banned by the Treaty of Versailles and re-established by Adolf Hitler in 1935.

Marshall Plan Linked in with the 1947 Truman Doctrine by which the US undertook to protect ‘free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures’. The Marshall Plan (named after the then US Secretary of State General George C Marshall) or the European Recovery Program (ERP) offered American financial aid to European nations to assist with a programme of European economic recovery.

New Ireland Forum A think tank established by the Irish government in 1983 to provide possible solutions to the Northern Ireland conflict. Its 1984 Report suggested a number of possible solutions all of which were rejected by the British Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher.

Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association (NICRA) A cross-community organization established in 1967 with the purpose of achieving equal rights for all of Northern Ireland’s citizens. It took its inspiration from the US civil rights campaign and employed similar tactics of peaceful demonstrations.

Official IRA One of the groups formed after the 1969 IRA (see above) split. The Official IRA continued to focus on establishing a socialist Ireland although it was not above using violence. It declared a ceasefire in 1972 and remained largely inactive thereafter.

Oireachtas The Irish parliament consisting of Dáil Éireann and the Seanad (Irish).

Orange Society/Order Established in 1795 with the aim of defending ‘the king and his heirs as long as they shall maintain the Protestant ascendancy’. The organization’s most public action is its annual commemoration of the 1689 Battle of the Boyne.

Pale The region surrounding Dublin during the late middle ages symbolizing the reduction in Norman control of Ireland (from the Latin pallus denoting the stakes used to mark the borders of the area).

Paris Peace Settlement The collective term given to a number of treaties drawn up at the end of the First World War.

plantation In Irish history the policy of colonizing an area with those of a different nationality and or religion so as to ensure political control.

pocket borough Parliamentary constituencies within large estates that returned the members that the owners of those estates wanted.

Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) A new police force established in November 2001 on the recommendations of the Patten Report to replace the RUC (see below).

proportional representation (PR) A system of voting designed to create a result more in line with the way in which people voted. Seats are allocated roughly in proportion to the percentages of votes cast for each party.

Provisional IRA (PIRA) One of the groups formed after the 1969 IRA (see above) split. The Provisional IRA aimed to use violence to remove British influence within Northern Ireland and to achieve a united Ireland.

Real IRA A faction of the Provisional IRA (see above) that emerged in 1997 following that movement’s decision to agree to a change to the IRA’s constitution that would allow the organization’s Army Council (which the Sinn Féin leadership allegedly controlled) to decide on possible concessions.

repeal To reverse the Act of Union (1800).

rotten borough Parliamentary constituencies that returned MPs for areas where there were no inhabitants.

Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) The police force of Ireland between 1822 (established by the Irish Constabulary Act of that year) and 1922 when it was replaced by the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) (see below) in Northern Ireland and the Garda Síochána (see above) in the Irish Free State. The RIC was the first police force in the British Empire to be permitted the use of the prefix ‘Royal’.

Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) The Northern Ireland police force between 1922 and 2001.

Seanad The Senate, the upper house in the Irish parliament (Irish).

sectarian To think or act in a way that discriminates against those of another religious group.

socialism Economic and political theory that places the means of production and distribution in the hands of the community.

special category status The recognition in the early- to mid-1970s that those convicted of crimes connected with ‘the Troubles’ had acted for political and not criminal reasons.

Stormont The name given to the Northern Ireland Parliament building opened on the outskirts of Belfast in 1932.

Surrender and regrant A Tudor policy introduced as a method of controlling Ireland that was cheaper than all-out warfare. By this policy many of the main Gaelic Irish chiefs submitted to the English monarchy and in return received titles of nobility from it. The policy also demanded that they should abandon the Gaelic language and traditions and their loyalty to Rome.

Taoiseach The prime minister of the Republic of Ireland (Irish).

Teachta Dála (TD) Dáil Deputies – members of the Dáil (Irish).

U-Boat German name for a submarine (literally undersea boat).

Ulster Army Council Set up in December 1973 by loyalist paramilitaries to resist the introduction of any significant ‘Irish Dimension’ (see above).

Ulster Defence Association (UDA) Formed in September 1971 with the aim of filling a perceived gap in the defences of the loyalist community. The UDA regarded itself as a defensive grouping that would resist republican aggression. It regularly used the cover name of Ulster Freedom Fighters (UFF – see below) to claim responsibility for acts of terrorism. The UDA was not declared illegal until 1992.

Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR) A part time and locally recruited section of the British Army established on the recommendations of the Hunt Report (1969) to replace the B Specials. The UDR was merged with the Royal Irish Rangers in 1992.

Ulster Freedom Fighters (UFF) A cover-name used since 1973 by the UDA (see above).

Ulster Resistance Established in November 1986 to ‘take direct action as and when required’ to end the 1985 Anglo–Irish Agreement.

Ulster Special Constabulary (USC) Established in 1920 to deal with the growing unrest in what was to become Northern Ireland. Most of its members were drawn from the UVF (see below). It was divided into three sections, A, B and C classes.

Ulster Unionist Council (UUC) The ruling body of the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP).

Ulster Vanguard Established in February 1972 by former Stormont minister William Craig as a co-ordinating body for traditional loyalist groups.

Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) A paramilitary group originally set up in 1912 to oppose the introduction of Home Rule to Ireland. It went off to fight for the British in the First World War. Some of its members joined the Ulster Special Constabulary (USC – see above) on its establishment in 1920. In 1966 the same name was adopted by a loyalist paramilitary grouping set up to oppose the liberal reforms of Terence O’Neill.

United Ulster Unionist Council (UUUC) Established in January 1974 to campaign against the Sunningdale Agreement.

Ulster Workers’ Council (UWC) Set up in 1973 (with the purpose of demonstrating the depth and strength of unionist opposition to the Sunningdale Agreement) this umbrella grouping of Protestant trade unionists gained substantial amounts of political and paramilitary support. It co-ordinated the May 1974 UWC strike which brought down the 1974 Power sharing Assembly and Executive.

Wall Street Crash As a result of a collapse of confidence in the Wall Street Stock Exchange (in New York) in October 1929, the value of stocks and shares collapsed. This impacted negatively on the entire US economy and, due to the influence of the same throughout the world, on the world in general.
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FILMS

Ireland and its history – particularly since the nineteenth century – have been portrayed in many ways on film. The following list (which is by no means definitive) will give readers the opportunity to see how some of the events and people mentioned in this book have been portrayed on the silver screen.

The Informer (1935)

The Plough and the Stars (1936)

Captain Boycott (1947)

Odd Man Out (1947)

The Fighting Prince of Donegal (1966)

The Violent Enemy (1969)

The Molly Maguires (1970)

A Sense of Loss (1978)

Angel (1982)

Harry’s Game (1982)

Acceptable Levels (1983)

Cal (1984)

A Prayer for the Dying (1988)

The Field (1990)

Hidden Agenda (1990)

Mountains of the Moon (1990)

The Crying Game (1992)

In the Name of the Father (1993)

Nothing Personal (1995)

A Further Gesture (The Break) (1996)

The Ghost in the Darkness (1996)

Michael Collins (1996)

Some Mother’s Son (1996)

Bogwoman (1997)

The Boxer (1997)

Resurrection Man (1997)

One Man’s Hero (1998)

Titanic Town (2000)

Bloody Sunday (2001)
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WEBSITES

There is a plethora of material available on the Web relating to the history of Ireland. Not all that is available is equally good and the reader should exercise a degree of discernment.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/recent/troubles/the_troubles_ article_01.shtml

Through a series of articles, media clips and photographs ‘the Troubles’ website takes the reader through Northern Ireland’s turbulent history.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/education/stateapart/

Although no longer updated, A State Apart is an interactive chronicle from the BBC covering the 30 years of conflict in Northern Ireland.

http://historical-debates.oireachtas.ie/

This Historical Debates website contains the full text of the Official Report of the Parliamentary Debates of the Irish Parliament.

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/ireland_1848_to_1922.htm

This website has material on a full range of Irish historical events from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

http://www.islandireland.com/Pages/history.html

The links on this useful website will take the reader to numerous resources on Irish history.

http://www.oireachtas.ie/

Website of the Oireachtas (Irish Parliament).

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/gcselinks/britishworld/ britainireland.html

Website on British and Irish History – some useful links.

http://www.ucc.ie/chronicon/

Chronicon is an electronic journal of history. It publishes articles relating to history with a particular focus on Irish history.

http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/

This superb site contains information and source material on all aspects of ‘the Troubles’ and the subsequent peace process.

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/

Website of the Northern Ireland Assembly. Links to an excellent Assembly Education Service section.
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