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Prologue
A New World

11 October 1933

“Comrade, would you please state your full name and rank for the record.”

“Battalion Commander Marius Victor Gracchus.”

The old Chicago Federal Building was filled to the rafters today with throngs of citizens eager to witness history in the making. The first in a series of Extraordinary Revolutionary Tribunals had begun early this morning. Marius sat stiffly in the witness box, while three white judges, twelve white jurors and a gallery full of mostly white spectators waited with bated breath for a black man’s testimony.

The People’s Tribune was a wiry man in his forties, with hair graying around the temples. “Major- sorry, old habits die hard – ComBat, you fought in the Battle of Chicago, correct?”

“Yes. The defense itself, and the subsequent campaign.”

The Tribune paced as he spoke, casually strolling along the well like he owned it. “Could you describe your role for the court, in brief?”

“Objection!” cried the lead defense counsel.

Marius had heard of the man before. He remembered the lawyer’s face from old issues of the Daily Worker. R. Nash Baldwin had been one of the Party’s top labor lawyers. It seemed queer to see him defending counterrevolutionaries.

“On what grounds?” said the middle judge, a young bespectacled red-haired man.

“Relevance. Gracchus’s heroics don’t have any relevance to the prosecution’s case against my client,” said Baldwin. Marius was no lawyer, but he knew a delaying action when he saw it.

The Tribune retorted, “Justice, the witness must provide context to give sense to his testimony against Major General Marshall.”

The judge scratched his temple pensively. “Overruled. But keep it pithy.”

The Tribune repeated his question. Marius did his best to keep it short, but even the critical points he’d discussed beforehand with Comrade Dennis, the Tribune’s assistant. “Well, the short of it is I was a member of the ol’ Spartacus League and a union organizer when the Putsch went down. I formed up with the Haymarket Brigade. I served in the 92nd Infantry Division during the Great War as a sergeant, so they gave me a platoon.”

“You were promoted quickly, correct?”

“Yes sir, when our company HQ was hit by some of General Marshall’s artillery, I suppose I just assumed command of what was left of Baker Company. We were in heavy fighting in the Pullman neighborhood.”

“Your foes, were they Regular Army?”

“No sir. Regulars in the White Army, you see they didn’t have the stomach for what was asked of them. For the most part they or the National Guardsmen in the White Army fought honorably and professionally. Who we fought in Pullman? I wouldn’t even call them men. More like rabid dogs. They didn’t take prisoners, and they were real keen on enforcing the renegade MacArthur’s Enemy Agents Order.”

The Tribune produced a document from one of the stacks on his desk. “I refer the court to exhibit seventeen, an intercepted copy of the so-called ‘Enemy Agents’ order.” With a bit of flourish, he handed copies to the judges and the defense counsel. “ComBat, could you describe for the court what its implementation meant in the battle for Pullman?”

A flood of images flickered through Marius’ mind. His pulse quickened as he remembered the vivid smell of blood. The square in front of a train station littered with lifeless bodies. A baby crying, somehow missing the slaughter as they clung desperately to their mother, her eyes open and still in her pale face.

That terrible anger was welling up within him again. Righteous rage he didn’t know if he could control. As stoically as he could manage, Marius calmly stated, “Pullman is a working class ward. These men had been given the task of liquidating political opposition. I believe the order termed it ‘communist political agents.’ As far as I can see, their definition of ‘communist political agent’ was just about everyone without an English surname, and some with them.”

“And these men were fighting as part of the Army of the Mississippi, under the command of General Marshall?”

“Yes sir.”

“These irregulars, the Volunteer Brigade of the Salvation Army; what became of them?”

“After three days of brutal fighting we defeated them. They were supported by a machine gun company of the 1st Infantry Division. On the night of 24 April, my company infiltrated the enemy lines, which had worn thin, and outflanked their machine gun support before they could move into position. The Regulars surrendered quickly, and a good number of them even helped in finishing the fight. Finally, on the 26th, their resistance collapsed and they surrendered.”

“Major,” the main judge scolded, “the details of the military operation do not concern the court. Tribune, what is the point of your line of questioning?”

“I’m just getting to that, your hon- er, I mean Justice.” The Tribune turned to Marius, still unrattled. “Did you interrogate any of the prisoners you took?”

“Yes. The XO of the Regulars said he had tried to arrest the Salvationist’s CO for ordering the liquidations, but was overruled by division HQ.”

“Objection, hearsay,” said Baldwin, rising to his feet.

The main judge turned to the Tribune, eyebrow cocked.

As smooth as ever, the Tribune replied, “Justice, these matters have all been entered into evidence. The witness’s statements on the content of official military documents of his unit are not hearsay.”

The judge cast his glare at Baldwin. “Counselor, your spirited defense of your client doesn’t extend to abuse of procedure.”

“The intelligence we obtained is detailed in my reports, which I believe were submitted to evidence,” Marius continued.

“So in your expert opinion,” the Tribune paused for effect, “it was the military policy of General Marshall’s forces to engage in atrocity, especially politicide?”

“Indubitably. Not only was it policy, but General Marshall showed complete disregard for the details of the enforcement of the Enemy Agent order. It did not matter how inexcusable was the conduct of fascist paramilitaries so long as the objective was accomplished. This was all done in complete violation of the laws of war. In my opinion, General Marshall is a disgrace to the uniform.”

“Objection,” cried Baldwin. “My client’s personal character is not on trial, his alleged actions are. The Major has no basis to speculate on the details of my client’s character or his fitness to wear the uniform of the former United States Army.”

The main judge sat pensively for a short moment. “Sustained. The jury will disregard speculations about the defendant’s fitness to wear the uniform. Major General Marshall is on trial for his alleged actions, whether his role in the MacArthur Putsch constitutes treason, and his military conduct, resulting in the death of American citizens, would make him criminally responsible for murder.”

The gallery rumbled. The gavel remained unused, the stern disapproval of the three judges proved sufficient.

“Tribune, do you have further questions?” said the judge on the left, a sour looking mustachioed man in his early thirties.

“No, Justice.” The Tribune turned to Baldwin. “Your witness.”

Baldwin approached Marius, calm and professional. “Marius Victor Gracchus is an unusual name. Were you born with it?”

“Objection, relevance,” stated the Tribune.

Marius did not wait for the judges to rule. “No, it was originally a nom de guerre. When I joined the Party in 1920, all the Mississippi cells were underground to avoid state terror. We used handles to protect our families from reprisals. But like Lenin and Trotsky, we sort of grew into the habit. Now it’s official.”

“Admirable. You stated previously you were in the National Army during the Great War. When did you enlist?”

“I didn’t enlist, I was conscripted. My number came up in September 1915, when they decided they were going to take colored folks for military service. I mustered out for France in summer 1916, and I was at or near the frontlines until the Armistice.”

“What rank did you attain before discharge?” Baldwin asked passively.

“I was battlefield commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant.”

“Indeed.” Baldwin grimaced slightly, “Yes or no, were you dishonorably discharged? Remember, you’re under oath.”

“I was dishonorably discharged for being a communist. You of all people should know that this is not a crime.”

The judge panel glared at Baldwin, but the trap had been avoided. Baldwin wrinkled his nose.

“Fair enough Major. But down to brass tacks; you are of course familiar with the norms of military discipline and protocol, having served in a leadership capacity.”

“Absolutely.”

“For the record, what uniform are you wearing presently?”

Marius shifted uncomfortably. Lawyers and their mysterious ways, he concluded. “It’s the service uniform of the Workers’ and Farmers’ Revolutionary Army.”

The uniform he wore was simple and utilitarian, an olive jacket with mandarin collar, worn with harness style brown leather rifle belt, simple olive trousers and well-shined leather boots. The gold wheat ear of a Battalion Commander adorned the shoulder straps. Simple campaign ribbons adorned the breast.

“And the defendant, General Marshall; what uniform is he wearing?”

Marius cocked his head.

“Humor me, major.”

Marius shrugged. “It’s the dress uniform of the United States Army.”

It wasn’t all that different from the revolutionary uniforms; a simple olive wool jacket, worn over a collared shirt and tie. The rank insignia followed the older imperial style, and hadn’t changed much since the Great War. Compared to the ostentatious uniforms of the British, French or Germans, it was rough and provincial, and that much hadn’t changed.

“And as a former member of the United States Army, please tell the court what oath you swore to wear that uniform.”

It took a moment to recall the words; it seemed like a lifetime ago Marius had stopped believing in them. He repeated them clinically, “I do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the United States of America; that I will serve them honestly and faithfully against all their enemies whomsoever.”

“Major, I believe there’s more to the oath,” Baldwin grinned.

Marius thought a moment. “I will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the orders of the officers appointed over me, according to the Articles of War.”

“And who was the President of the United States in April 1933?”

“Upton Sinclair,” said Marius, rolling his eyes.

Baldwin produced another copy of the evidence exhibit for the Enemy Agents order. He handed it to Marius nonchalantly. Now face to face, Marius could see the sheen of sweat on the counselor’s brow. His closely cropped brown hair was slightly disheveled. “Major, could you read for the court the first line of the order you and your valiant soldiers intercepted.”

With a moment’s hesitation, Marius read aloud “Pursuant to the orders of President of the United States Raymond Moley-”

“Tell me major,” Baldwin interrupted, “what is a soldier supposed to do when there’s two men both claiming to be president? Whose orders is he to follow? Whosoever are the enemies of the United States?”

“With all due respect, Counselor, I believe the outcome of the revolutionary war settled that matter,” hissed Marius.

“Well indeed. The old republic has passed, long live the Union of American Socialist Republics. But you haven’t answered my question, major. The matter was not settled when my client’s alleged crimes occurred. There were two men claiming to rightfully hold the office of President of the United States. Each had a Congress legitimating them. And in between these two governments, hosts of armed men clashed over the fate of the United States. So I ask again, who is the commander-in-chief? How is a soldier to tell who is a patriot and who is a traitor?”

—-

Marius sat on the steps of the courthouse. The imposing neoclassical building loomed over him almost in judgment. He couldn’t give a satisfactory answer to Baldwin’s question. He knew in his heart that he was right. The inner compass that directed the soul towards justice had pointed him true. The struggle was won, and the tyrants deposed.

But so many others; good men who he might have served beside once upon a time, had failed that that test.

The scars of the MacArthur Putsch still lingered on the city. Bombed out buildings littered Chicago and every other major city. Marius still smelled the ash on the wind. It stirred up memories of huddling behind a rubble barricade, watching as the flashes of artillery pierced the darkness, peering over the heap of bricks to see soldiers silhouetted against a burning department store.

The mirage faded as quickly as it came. Marius’ heart raced. He’d broken out in a cold sweat. He decided to go for a stroll, and see what he could find for lunch.

The Red Guards standing watch saluted as he passed. It was born of respect, not military obligation. He crisply returned their salute. The red flag flew proudly atop the great rotunda of the Federal Building. Seeing it calmed Marius’ rattled nerves. A new world had been birthed in the ashes of the old. The years of struggle, under the boots of the bourgeoisie, toiling in the factories and fields, bleeding on the fields of war, had finally been vindicated. The workers were calling the shots now. Having freed themselves, they would free the whole of humanity.

Marius got himself a hot dog from a street vendor. The ruddy faced Irishman shook his hand and thanked him for his service. Just a year ago, he could not have imagined being able to get a cup of coffee in a white café, let alone being treated like a comrade.

As he ate his hot dog, Marius wondered if it even mattered if Marshall got what was coming to him. It might be crueler to let the traitor live to see the old world of domination and exclusion he’d bled to defend die by inches.

One
Seeds of Struggle

Excerpts from Sean Hannity, A History of the Worker's Vanguard in America, 1876-1946, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1999)

The Socialist Labor Party grew respectably throughout the 1890s. Under the firm but often heavy handed leadership of the brilliant theoretician Daniel DeLeon, the party and the affiliated Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance increased its influence within the American working class. However, there were notable setbacks in this period. German language sections of the Socialist Labor Party chafed under DeLeon's rigid ideological purity, particularly those centered around the Newyorker Volkszeitung.

The real godsend came when the relatively young leftist organization, Social Democracy of America, chaired by Eugene Debs, folded into the Socialist Labor Party in 1898.[1] The young organization had formed out of the remnants of the American Railway Union, crushed by the bourgeois state during the Pullman Strike of 1894. Its members, most often relatively new to the politics of Marxian socialism, represented a diverse spectrum of left-wing radicals, from industrial unionists like Debs, to city sewer socialists, to Owenite utopian socialists. After rejecting initial plans for co-operative colonies as unfeasible, the dialogue developed with delegates from Socialist Labor would ultimately prove fruitful.

Debs himself engaged in a lengthy series of correspondence with DeLeon. While the two never found much personal affection for each other, both recognized the importance of an alliance between the two organizations. The potential for a resurgent American Railway Union within the STLA was far too politically important for DeLeon to let slip by. Likewise, Debs immediately recognized the importance of the organization that Socialist Labor had spent the last two decades building, from the myriad working-class newspapers to the socialist clubs and party locals.

After the whirlwind romance, the short history of Social Democracy of America concluded. On June 14, 1898, the group's National Convention dissolved itself into the Socialist Labor Party by an overwhelming vote. Dissenting delegates associated with Victor Berger of Wisconsin left the organization, and attempted to form an independent Social Democratic Party of America later that fall. The Social Democratic Party would prove short-lived, outperformed at the ballot box by the Socialist Labor Party throughout its decade long history. Finally, in 1908, the two organizations made their peace, with both formally endorsing Eugene Debs' presidential bid that November. Within a few months, the dissident Social Democrats accepted the logic of socialist industrial unionism, and joined Socialist Labor.

...Eugene Debs was unequivocally the rising star within Socialist Labor. His rapid ascent to the national executive of the party confirmed his status as DeLeon's foil. The two would form an uneasy duumvirate over the party until DeLeon's passing in 1911. Perhaps the first recognition of the new consensus within the party was the 1899 compromise with the opposition faction, which softened the party's perhaps overly confrontational attitude towards the then dominant labor union, the American Federation of Labor.[2] These changes reflected Debs' own power base within the party. As a union man at heart, Debs’ chief early contribution to the Socialist Labor Party was the growing parity of the STLA with the political organizations of the SLP. In time, the STLA would grow to become an equal partner with Socialist Labor, leaving DeLeon's shadow and growing to become an impressive political force itself.

In the 1900 presidential elections, Socialist Labor's ticket of Eugene Debs and Joseph Maloney won a respectable 165,000 votes, placing the party in 4th place on the national electoral stage.[3] While still dwarfed by the dominant parties of the day, Socialist Labor was finally beginning to reach a national audience, allowing it to fulfill its role in developing and organizing class consciousness among American workers.

Excerpt: A selection of posts from the AH.com discussion titled “WI: McKinley Assassinated in 1901”, dated May 1, 2009.[4]

RedAmerican: So I was just reading through The Daily Worker today when I found a very interesting article. Apparently, when a family in Detroit, Michigan SR were digging through their attic looking at old family heirlooms, they stumbled upon the diary of their great-great-grandfather, a son of Polish immigrants named Leon Czolgosz.

Apparently, Leon’s diary had confessed that he had attempted to assassinate the President of the old United States in early September 1901. He made his first attempt on September 5th, but was unable to get close to the old imperialist. He was going to try to catch him on the next day of the exposition, but he was arrested that night by a racist Buffalo cop who had a grudge against Poles and other immigrants.

So what would our world look like today if Leon had managed to assassinate that bourgeois dog?

SeriousSam: Well, that’s interesting. If I remember correctly, McKinley’s VP at the time was a noted progressive... I forget his name though. Anyway, he’s not a very important person in history, so I don’t think you’ll find too much on Wiki about him.

LeninsBeard: I think his name was Theodore Roosevelt... *wikis*

Yup, Theodore Roosevelt. Apparently, he was a politician of some progressive sympathies at the time, and McKinley picked him for his deputy because it would help him fight off the influence of the populists and the unions. The corporatist establishment kind of marginalized him afterwards, and he faded into relative obscurity.

If McKinley were assassinated, then Roosevelt would become president, which would definitely give a boost to the progressive movement. While it might lead to short-term gains for the working classes, ultimately it might butterfly away the Red May revolution in ’33. It was the complete defeat of the progressive wings within the Republican and Democratic Parties that ultimately gave the Socialists the long-term support base they needed.

The Socialist Labor Party as a national party: Primary Documents

National Platform

Socialist Labor Party of America

Adopted by the Eleventh National Convention, Chicago, May 1904

And approved by a general vote of the party’s membership.

*

The Socialist Labor Party of America, in convention assembled, reasserts the inalienable right of man to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

We hold that the purpose of government is to secure to every citizen the enjoyment of this right: but taught by experience we hold furthermore that such right is illusory to the majority of the people, to wit, the working class, under the present system of economic inequality that is essentially destructive of their life, their liberty, and their happiness.

We hold that the true theory of politics is that the machinery of government must be controlled by the whole people; but again taught by experience we hold furthermore that the true theory of economics is that the means of production must likewise be owned, operated and controlled by the people in common. Man cannot exercise his right of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness without the ownership of the land on and the tool with which to work. Deprived of these, his life, his liberty and his fate fall into the hands of the class that owns those essentials for work and production.

We hold that the existing contradiction between the theory of democratic government and the fact of a despotic economic system – the private ownership of the natural and social opportunities – divides the people into two classes, the Capitalist Class and the Working Class; throws society into the convulsions of the Class Struggle, and perverts Government to the exclusive benefit of the Capitalist Class. Thus labor is robbed of the wealth which it alone produces, is denied the means of self-mastery by wagedom, rent, debt, interest, usury; and, by compulsory idleness in wage and debt slavery, is even deprived of the necessaries of life.

Against such a system the Socialist Labor party raises the banner of revolt, and demands the unconditional surrender of the Capitalist Class. The time is fast coming when, in the natural course of social evolution, this system, through the destructive action of its failures and crises on the one hand, and the constructive tendencies of its trusts and other capitalist combinations on the other hand, will have worked out its own downfall.

We, therefore, call upon the wage workers, toilers and yeoman of America to organize under the banner of the Socialist Labor Party into a class-conscious body, aware of its rights and determined to conquer them. And we call upon workers everywhere to join in the campaign of socialist industrial unionism in the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance to stand as one against the foes of human labor. And we also call upon all other intelligent citizens to place themselves squarely upon the ground of Working Class interests, and join us in this mighty and noble work of human emancipation, so that we may put summary end to the existing barbarous class conflict by placing the land and all the means of production, transportation and distribution into the hands of the people as a collective body, and substituting the co-operative commonwealth for the present state of planless production, industrial war and social disorder – a commonwealth in which every worker shall have the free exercise and full benefit of his faculties, multiplied by all the modern factors of civilization.

[image: http://www.marxists.org/history/usa/eam/slp/slplogo.jpg]

The Socialist Labor Party "Arm and Hammer" logo, 1876-1921

Important Events of Interest

1897

February 10: The Western Federation of Miners breaks with the American Federation of Labor, following the sobering experience of the Leadville miners’ strike.

March 4: William McKinley is inaugurated President of the United States, succeeding Grover Cleveland.

June 1: American mine workers begin a strike that successfully establishes the United Mine Workers’ Union.

June 15: The original American Railway Union's final conclave begins in Chicago. The new organization, Social Democracy of America, is openly courted by delegates from the Socialist Labor Party following its quick and decisive repudiation of utopian colonization schemes.[5]

September 10: The Lattimer Massacre: A sheriff's posse kills more than 19 unarmed immigrant miners in Pennsylvania.

October 4: At the close of the first national meeting of Social Democracy of America, the organization ratifies a general endorsement of industrial unionism, as the first step towards an eventual union with the Socialist Labor Party.

1898

February 15: The USS Maine suffers a catastrophic explosion in Havana's harbor, sinking with nearly all hands. Though the cause of the explosion is unknown, the press, particularly those under the ownership of William Randolph Hearst, portray the sinking as a result of nefarious Spanish treachery.

April 22: The United States is at a de facto state of war with Spain, as the US Navy begins a blockade of Cuban ports and captures a Spanish merchant ship. A formal declaration will come three days later.

May 1: The Socialist Labor Party organizes small pro-labor, anti-war demonstrations in its strongholds in New York, Chicago, Pittsburgh and San Francisco. While there are minor clashes with the police, the demonstrations fail to gain much public attention.

June 14: Social Democracy of America votes to dissolve the organization and its meager assets into relevant sections of the Socialist Labor Party and the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance.

July 7: The United States annexes Hawaii.

August 12: Hostilities end in Cuba between American and Spanish forces.

October 1: Victor Berger and other dissidents from the now defunct Social Democracy of America hold their first convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where they form the Social Democratic Party of America.

November 8: New York state office elections: the Socialist Labor candidate Benjamin Hanford makes the party’s best run yet for the office, winning close to 30,000 votes, approximately 2.5% of the total.

December 10: The Treaty of Paris is signed, formally ending hostilities between Spain and the United States.

December 31: By year's end, John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company controls 84% of the USA's oil, and most American pipelines. The age of monopoly capital has begun.

1899

January 6: The American Railway Union is reassembled as a member of the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance. Eugene Debs returns as national chair during the reorganization period.

February 4: The Philippine-American War begins following the outbreak of hostilities in Manila.

February 14: The US Congress authorizes the use of voting machines for federal elections, providing endless amounts of fun for future corrupt corporations and conspiracy theorists.

April 17: Following the firing of 17 union employees at the Bunker Hill Mine in Idaho, 250 workers affiliated with the Western Federation of Miners occupy and demolish a mill at the mine. Following a major bribe by the United Mineowners, the National Guard is deployed by the Governor to Coeur d'Alene. After a violent confrontation, over 1,000 miners and their families are herded into makeshift prisons. Many will never be charged, and won't be released from the concentration camps for many months.

June 1: The Socialist Labor Party's 10th National Convention begins in New York City, to review the integration of the Social Democrats into the party organization.

June 18: At the close of the SLP's 10th National Convention, the leadership of Daniel DeLeon and Henry Kuhn concede to ARU president Eugene Debs' proposal for increased parity between the STLA and the party administration.

June 19: The Newsboys Strike begins in New York. Delegates from the SLP National Convention, inspired by the impressive initiative of the all-children Newsboys Union, agree to help the child laborers organize their strike.[6]

June 24: The use of brutal strikebreaking tactics on the Newsies begins to backfire, as the Newsies begin selling working-class alternate press cleverly disguised as more famous newspapers, which bring full exposés of Hearst and Pulitzer's brutal tactics.

August 21: The Newsboys Strike ends, with the recognition of the union, and a return to the pre Spanish-American war bundle price of 50¢. The Newsies will join the STLA by the end of the year.

October 10: Samuel Clemens, alias Mark Twain, has a chance meeting with young, up-and-coming writer Jack London in San Francisco. Clemens, a newly baptized anti-imperialist, befriends the young Socialist Labor activist, though he remains steadfastly opposed to joining the party.

December 2: The Battle of Tirad Pass: Filipino forces successfully commit to a delaying action against the US military, guarding the retreat of Philippine President Emilio Aguinaldo before being wiped out.

1900

January 3: The US Census estimates the country's population to be approximately 70 million.

January 8: Following reports of miners’ revolts and lawlessness, President McKinley places the Alaskan territory under military governance.

March 5: Two US Navy cruisers are sent to Central America to protect US interests following a dispute between Nicaragua and Costa Rica.

March 15: The Gold Standard Act is ratified, placing the United States currency on the gold standard, ending the era of bimetallism.

May 15: The II Olympiad opens in Paris, France, as part of the Paris World Exhibition.

September 13: Filipino resistance fighters overrun a large American column at the Battle of Pulang Lupa.

November 6: Republican incumbent William McKinley is re-elected President over Democrat William Jennings Bryan. The Socialist Labor Party places a distant 4th, with 165,000 votes, approximately 30,000 shy of the 3rd place Prohibition Party.

1901

March 2: The U.S. Congress passes the Platt Amendment, limiting the autonomy of Cuba as a condition for the withdrawal of American troops.

March 4: United States President William McKinley begins his 2nd term. Theodore Roosevelt is sworn in as Vice President of the United States.

May 17: The US stock market crashes.

June 12: Cuba becomes a US protectorate.

July 5: The Western Federation of Miners adopts a socialist platform, calling for collective, worker control of the means of production, and a program of industrial unionism to further that end.

September 6: Leon Czolgoz is arrested in Buffalo, New York for vagrancy. President McKinley attends the day's festivities unimpeded.

November 28: The new constitution of the State of Alabama incorporates literary tests for voters in the state.

1902

February 18: The US Attorney-General brings a suit against the Northern Securities Company, a railroad trust, under the Sherman Antitrust Act, in order to allay middle class outcry over the very public machinations of the schemers of the trust. In private, the President has expressed his support to the owners of the trust.

May 2: The Coal Strike of 1902. 150,000 miners in the anthracite coal fields of western Pennsylvania from United Mine Workers of America go out on strike, demanding shorter hours, higher pay and increased control over their workplaces.

May 20: The Republic of Cuba begins de jure independence. In reality, the country is an American puppet.

June 2: The Coal Strike deepens as maintenance and clerical workers affiliated with the mines join the strike in solidarity.

July 10: The Rolling Mill Mine disaster in Jonestown, Pennsylvania kills over 100 miners.

August 1: The Coal Strike: The owners appeal to the federal government for aid in defeating the strikers, as the Pennsylvania National Guard is not sufficient to maintain security of the mines and suppress the strike. Coal stockpiles have been exhausted, and by now the entire coalfield has joined in the strike.

August 22: President McKinley becomes the first American president to ride in an automobile today in Hartford, Connecticut.

October 15: President McKinley deploys units of the U.S. Army to suppress the Coal Strike. Over four dozen miners are killed in the resulting battles. The strike ends by early November, with the beaten unionists agreeing to return to work in exchange for modest pay cuts and a chance to keep their jobs.

November 30: The leadership of the United Mineworkers of America, radicalized by what they saw as the blatant betrayal of the people by the government, push for the adoption of a socialist platform at the next union national convention.

1903

February 11: The Oxnard Strike of 1903 becomes the first time in U.S. history that a labor union is formed from members of different races.

March 4: Turkey and Germany sign an agreement to build the Constantinople-Baghdad Railway.[7]

March 11: The Hay-Herran Treaty, granting the US the right to build a canal across the Isthmus of Panama, is ratified by the US Senate.

May 31: Following Colombia's rejection of the Panama Canal Treaty, President McKinley orders the dispatch of a cruiser squadron and a contingent of Marines to support the Panamanian independence movement.

June 1: The Butte Copper Strike begins in protest over low wages and the firing of known union leaders from the mine. The strike, jointly coordinated by the Socialist Labor Party local and the Western Federation of Miners, quickly shuts down the city's crown jewel industry.

October 6: The Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty is signed by the US and Panama, giving the US exclusive rights over the Panama Canal Zone.

October 11: In spite of sporadic violence, the Butte Copper Strike ends with a minor victory for the miners’ union. While they fail to achieve all of their goals, the union wins pay raises and and a reinstatement of fired workers.

November 23: Colorado Governor James Hamilton Peabody dispatches the state militia to the town of Cripple Creek to quash a miners’ strike. The Colorado Labor Wars begin.

1904

January 31: The American Federation of Labor faces its first major reversal, the product of campaigns waged by employers for “open shops.” The employer and government back-push starts with a legal injunction against the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners.

March 14: The Supreme Court delivers its verdict in Northern Securities Co. v. United States, 193 U.S. 197: The Sherman Antitrust Act is overturned as an unconstitutional overstretch of the federal government's authority to regulate interstate commerce due to a violation of the takings clause of the Fifth Amendment. The 5-4 decision represents a major blow to progressives in both major parties.[8]

March 30: The US Army Corps of Engineers begins work on the Panama Canal.

April 8: The Entente Cordiale is signed between the UK and France

May 1: The Socialist Labor Party's National Convention begins in Chicago. The convention nominates Eugene Debs and William Wesley Cox to run on the party's presidential ticket.

June 6: The First Industrial Congress of the STLA opens in Chicago, to promote a national industrial union federation. At the Congress, the Western Federation of Miners amalgamates with the United Mine Workers, joining the STLA. With swelling membership, the STLA can, for the first time, stand as a legitimate alternative to the reformist AF of L.

July 1: The III Olympiad opens in St. Louis, Missouri.

August 14: In the final vote before the Congressional Recess, a revised antitrust bill fails 40-44. The bill, tailored to attempt to pass the Supreme Court's scrutiny following the overturn of the Sherman Antitrust Act, withers under criticism that it will still fail to pass legal muster.

November 8: Republican presidential nominee Charles Fairbanks defeats Bourbon Democrat Alton B. Parker.

The 1904 US General election, in brief

1904 would prove to be a tumultuous year in politics. Nowhere was this more the case than in the Republican Party. Strong voices of “Progressivism” in the party, among them Vice President Theodore Roosevelt and Wisconsin Governor Robert La Follette have become deeply dissatisfied with the state of American politics. With the overturn of the Sherman Antitrust Act, the lack of will to challenge the courts in the party, and the McKinley government's overly cavalier attitude in dealing with organized labor, they felt that the federal government and the state administrations controlled by the party had done great damage to the nation, and aggravated a growing class war.

In spite of the vulgar rhetoric thrown at them by the conservative branch of the Republican Party, the Progressive Republicans were not socialists; or even social democrats at that matter. Almost none of them were opposed to trusts on principle, and many have no love for organized labor. However, they did recognize that a state overtly colluding with the masters of capital on such a grand scale was tearing the nation apart. In their nationalism, they believed that a reconciliation between classes must be achieved; the excesses of capitalism must be restrained, the people must have some democratic voice in their governance.

However, the class collaborationists were unable to convince the rest of the Republican Party of the logic of their position in this campaign. Theodore Roosevelt, though carrying considerable popular support going into the convention, was unable to defeat the retrenched conservatives in the presidential nomination. In a heated series of ballots, the conservative Charles Fairbanks swept aside Roosevelt, clinching the nomination.

As his running mate, the party selected a relative moderate, William Howard Taft. In the aftermath, the Progressive Republicans themselves faced internal conflict over the proper course of action. The “Legalist Progressives,” represented among the professional politicians, civil servants, in the law schools and bar associations, argued that the movement as a whole needed to change tack and adapt to the new conditions. The majority of GOP Progressives, their intellectual center adopted a kind of proto-corporatist philosophy. Now that breaking up trusts was no longer on the table, they argued that the government must take an increased role to manage the excesses of capitalism in a more cooperative manner. The cartels would be need to be “guided” by the federal government to produce socially desirable outcomes, regulating prices and quality, with the government serving as the umpire between organized labor and large capitalists. Heavily influenced by political scholar Woodrow Wilson's treatise Congressional Government, the Legalist Progressives believed some form of constitutional form, likely pro-parliamentary, was necessary to reduce the “politics of personality” for the health of the republic.

In contrast, the “Populist Progressives” became embittered by what was seen as a betrayal of the principles of the Grand Old Party of Lincoln. Government of the people, by the people, they argued, could not be achieved through rational scientific management of the opposing classes of society. Without some material leveling, the republic itself was fast becoming an impossibility. Embittered and defeated in the post-election era, many of the faction felt they had been driven into the political wilderness.

The Democrats, at their St. Louis national convention, would ultimately thrust New York Appeals Court Judge Alton B. Parker into the limelight. A man with immaculate credentials and an air of seeming incorruptibility, Parker turned the party's campaign against “the rule of individual caprice” and “the presidential office's growing abuse of authority.”

The party platform would condemn the excesses of monopolies, high government expenses, and corruption within the executive departments. In spite of some of these paeans to populism, the party's platform remained essentially Bourbon in nature, favoring the gold standard, free trade and a relatively laissez-faire government attitude. While this put the Democrats at cross-purposes with the growing Legalist Progressives faction of the GOP, some common causes were found in the reduction of corruption and the limitation of presidential authority.

In spite of great enmity between Democrats and Republicans, relations between the two parties were relatively cordial this election. Both Fairbanks and Parker were quite conservative, having very similar philosophies about the role of government in society. Without William Jennings Bryan's decidedly class war laced campaign, the 1904 campaign proved to be quite amiable. And, at the very least, both candidates equally denounced the “radical anarchistic crusade” of the growing Socialist Labor Party.

1904 would be American Railway Union chairman Eugene Debs' second run for president. A brilliant, charismatic orator capable of uniting both AF of L supporters as well as his own STLA union's constituency, Debs gave “socialist treason” a human face. Supported by SLP stalwart William Wesley Cox as his running mate, Debs would greatly expand both the SLP's membership rolls as well as its vote share through the course of the campaign.

The 1904 campaign saw the first chink in the AF of L's armor as well. Defiance of AF of L president Samuel Gompers’ explicit voluntarist philosophy became more common among union locals of AF of L affiliates, particularly among teamsters, brewers and locomotive engineers.

The SLP also expanded into the traditional rural domains of the People's Party. Shattered by collusion and subsequent betrayal by the Democratic Party, the remnants of the Populists' organizations largely signed on to support Debs' call for a broad producers' alliance between industrial labor and yeoman farmers. This alliance was not yet universal, and many Populist groups did not actively endorse Debs' candidacy or make alliances with industrial labor. However, with the disintegration of much of the Populists' national organization those opposed to alignment with the SLP were unable to run a Populist candidate in the election.

Presidential Results

	Presidential candidate

	Party

	Popular Vote

	Percentage

	Electoral Count


	Charles Fairbanks

	Republican Party

	7,415,312

	55.51%

	336


	Alton B. Parker

	Democratic Party

	4,987,123

	37.33%

	140


	Eugene Debs

	Socialist Labor Party

	705,235

	5.28%

	0


	Silas Comfort Swallow

	Prohibition Party

	248,482

	1.86%

	0



––––––––

Congressional Results

	House of Representatives

	Majority

	Minority


	Leader

	Joseph Cannon

	John Sharp Williams


	Party

	Republican Party

	Democratic Party


	Leader's seat

	Illinois-18th

	Mississippi-8th


	Last election

	207 seats

	176 seats


	Seats won

	251

	135


	Seat change

	44

	-41



––––––––


	U.S. Senate[9]

	Majority

	Minority


	Party

	Republican Party

	Democratic Party


	Last election

	57 seats

	33 seats


	Seats won

	58

	32


	Seat change

	1

	-1




Two 
The Transitional Struggle

Excerpt from The Socialist Tradition in America: An Interpretation of American Political Thought Through Both Revolutions, by Louis Hartz (Harcourt: Brace Publishers, 1955)

...The socialist tradition’s triumph among the American proletariat was not, as it might appear, the Red May Revolution of 1933. Such a victory, bold and obvious as it is, would be entirely impossible without a far more subtle but ultimately more earth-shattering development. That small but vital turning point can be found with the eclipse of Samuel Gompers and the AF of L, and the rise of “Big Bill” Haywood and Solidarity.

1912 would prove to be a year of revolutionary importance in the American socialist movement. February would bring Gompers’ capitulation, and the final abandonment of class-collaborationist “craft-union” strategies in American organized labor. The commitment to revolutionary industrial unionism among the American proletariat would serve to provide the organizational bedrock upon which the class could be mobilized to seize political power. For now, that was still largely confined within the norms of Fabian Socialism, but important deviations from the traditional Bernstein-Kautskyian line of the Second International were also embraced by the Socialist Labor Party.

As the chief intellectual theorist of the early Socialist Labor Party, Daniel DeLeon built the fundamental theoretical doctrine that would serve to distinguish the American movement from the parallel movements across Europe. For all of their zeal and scholarship, the European “Marxist” intellectuals of that era were almost without exception a sort of liberal reformer dressed in worker's clothing. The leaders of the Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands (SPD) led the international workers' movement due to their mass organization and, on paper, powerful influence within the German Reich. However, the liberal whiggery of the Erfurt-era SPD confined the influence of the German working class to the narrow avenues provided by the bourgeois state. The left-wing dissidents of the SPD such as Luxemburg notwithstanding, the whole of the party was as bourgeois to the core as any of the other German parties.

The German reformists conceived of the class-struggle within the narrow confines of the bourgeois halls of government. In doing so, they neglected the very clear understanding that Marx and Engels had cultivated in their works for over three decades: the economic base of society is prior to and more fundamental than its superstructure.

The class struggle is a battle fought within the economic base of society between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. As such, it is also fought in all of the manifestations of the superstructure, of which the tiny parliament is but one of the many institutions of state, and the state in turn only one of many components of the social superstructure. These “Marxists” handily neglected the primary mode of the class-struggle, and the trade unions that had formed as a direct consequence of the class struggle. The trade union wasn't just denied revolutionary potential; it was totally disregarded and placed as a secondary institution to the party's parliamentary designs on power.

Even while the Socialist Labor Party made gestures to bourgeois respectability during the period immediately prior to the First World War, the party never abandoned its revolutionary orientation. The political struggle of the working class was properly understood to be broader than just elections. Elections would only be one aspect of the emerging vanguard's function within the proletariat. In many ways, the experience of the Socialist Labor Party would serve as a prototype to Lenin's writings on the nature of the revolutionary vanguard following the October Revolution.

As the vanguard party, the SLP would serve as the “university of the working class,” educating the the proletariat in the theory of revolution, and providing the organizational tools to teach the working class a means of resisting capital. In doing so, it would coordinate the totality of politics, and its intersection with social life. The vanguard party's apparatus would provide an authentically proletarian alternative to the organized corruption of the city machines, offering the means of subsistence, and most importantly, dignity and self-respect as a worker. As a rule of American politics, wherever the machines retreated or were dissolved, the vanguard party quickly advanced to fill the vacuum. The Republican campaigns against the corrupt Democratic Party machines prior to the 1912 General Election, and which only barely ensured victory for the Republicans, would leave a fallow field for working class organization to grow in.

...The SLP's and the Solidarity union's policy with regards to small freeholders and rural farm workers was another important revolutionary deviation from the whiggish orthodoxy of the European Lasalleans. The unique absence of feudal legacies, especially serfdom and religious absolutism, in American history created a vital difference in American class dynamics. Unlike in Europe, the rural farmer was not a peasant. The whole of the rural areas of America were not populated with a vast reactionary mass; instead, the rural worker and the freeholder were members of and natural allies of the urban proletariat respectively.

The 1912 General Election demonstrated this abundantly to the ruling classes, as vast sections of the rural Midwest and Western states turned out to support the Socialist Labor Party. Almost half of the Socialist caucus in the House of Representatives would come from predominantly rural western states, and these states had large slates of Socialists in their own state legislatures.

Excerpts from Sean Hannity, A History of the Worker's Vanguard in America, 1876-1946, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1999)

The period from the mid-1890s to the start of the First World War is often described by historians of the left as the Rise of Monopoly Capital. This pithy phrase, while apt, unfortunately cannot capture the full terror of this era. Never before in history had the economic power of society been constituted and consolidated into so few hands. These robber barons, men like John D. Rockefeller, J.P. Morgan, Charles Schwab and Henry Morrison Flagler, often amassed fortunes literally one million times greater than the wealth of the average worker.

Through entirely legal machinations, the cartels of this era centralized ever greater sections of capital into united combines called “trusts”. As they expanded, they plowed their lesser competitors under by the score.

The reasons for this expansion of capital have been well understood by modern political economy. The tendency of the rate of profit to fall in a capitalist society, first elucidated by Marx in Vol. 3 of Capital, is the inexorable historical force that drives the concentration of capital. As he noted, within the capitalist epoch “it is thereby proved a logical necessity that in its development the general average rate of surplus-value must express itself in a falling general rate of profit.” As the value of past labor, capital, increases exponentially with accumulation, the volume of current labor shrinks in proportion. Thus:


“...it follows that the portion of living labour, unpaid and congealed in surplus-value, must also be continually on the decrease compared to the amount of value represented by the invested total capital. Since the ratio of the mass of surplus-value to the value of the invested total capital forms the rate of profit, this rate must constantly fall.”



As the rate of profit fell, the very nature of capitalist market competition drove consolidation. It was no longer enough to be content with dozens of competitors in a given commodity market. But the size of the market for goods simply could not expand fast enough to keep in pace with the falling rate of profit. Without consolidation, each passing year would bring ever diminishing returns to capital, and thus stagnation. The successful firms, chiefed
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