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‘Hurry up, Dennis, we’re going to be late!’ 

called Rubi as she raced down Bash Street 

School’s corridor with their invention balanced 

precariously on her lap. ‘The Science Fair has 

already started!’ 

 ‘I’m coming, I’m coming!’ Dennis’s 

muffled voice came from behind the large piece 

of cardboard he was carrying. 

 In truth, most of the words on their 

presentation board bamboozled him. He 

was the ideas guy in this duo, though Rubi 

had firmly shot down some of his best ones: 

electronic slingshot, fart gun, sausage 

simulator. Instead, they (namely 

Rubi) had invented a MIND* 

reader, which allowed them to 

hear everyone’s numskulls – the 

beings that live inside your head. 

But it was Dennis who’d had the 

*Marvellous 

Imagination 

Neurotransmission 

Device

blamazing idea of just how to use it. 

 ‘Keep up, Gnasher! It’s your fault we’re late. 

Did you really need the third sausage stop?’ 

 ‘Gnash!’ barked Gnasher, which Dennis 

understood to mean Of course! 

 The three of them burst into the school hall, 

which was already buzzing with noise and activity. 

 ‘Ahh, there you are!’ Miss Mistry shouted 

over the crowd. ‘Your table is 

over there by the stage.’ 

 ‘Thanks, Miss!’ Rubi said 

and zoomed off again, quicker 

than Dennis could keep up. 

 Dennis heaved their 

presentation board onto 

the table and rubbed at the 

sausage-grease marks. 

 ‘Are you ready?’ he 

asked Rubi . . .

 

I’ve written this in the same way as the other 

intros –hope it’s okay! You can probably just 

pop a couple of photos of Dennis, Gnasher 

and Rubi here :) I’ve also taken the label from 

page 12 – do you think we should remove it 

there or leave it? 

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
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8What would YOU do?What would YOU do?

‘Nearly ready!’ Rubi 

cheered. ‘Oh, Dad, 

can I test my latest invention on you? 

Make sure you mind the curly thingy-ma-wires.’

‘Well, I suppose I wouldn’t mind helping out,’ 

Professor Von Screwtop replied with a grin. 

‘Great! Let’s see what your numskulls make 

of this!’

DAD, WOULD 

YOU RATHER . . .

. . . HAVE THE HEAD OF 

A DOG BUT THE BODY 

OF A MAN. . .

. . . OR THE BODY OF A DOG 

BUT THE HEAD OF A MAN?

F

A

Z

O

o

M

!

PROFESSORPROFESSOR 

VON SCREWTOPVON SCREWTOP

WHAT DO PROFESSOR VON SCREWTOP’S 

NUMSKULLS THINK?
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What would YOU do?What would YOU do?

Just think how difficult it would 

be to make any new inventions 

with paws instead of hands. 

We wouldn’t be able to hold a 

spanner . . . or a test tube . . . But what about the 

head of a dog? Our 

glasses would fall off!

But the head of a dog 

means the nose of a dog 

. . . our sense of smell 

would be 40 times better. 

That would be FANTASTIC 

. . . but what if we have to 

go round sniffing other 

dogs’ bums?

We’d hear much better too 

– about four times better! 

Although all the noise might 

distract us from our work.

I’d have to start licking 

people’s faces . . . Rubi 

might not like that!

WHAT DO PROFESSOR VON SCREWTOP’S 

NUMSKULLS THINK?
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10

ARE YOU SURE THIS IS WORKING, 

RUBI? YOUR DAD IS JUST TILTING 

HIS HEAD AND SCRATCHING 

BEHIND HIS EAR.

WOOPS, FORGOT TO TURN UP

THE VOLUME. THERE’S MORE, 

DAD –WOULD YOU CHANGE YOUR 

MIND WITH THESE VARIATIONS?

 YOUR HUMAN BODY CAN’T STOP 

WAGGING ITS BUM

 YOU TALK LIKE A HUMAN, BUT BARK 

EVERY TIME YOU SEE A SQUIRREL

 YOUR BODY MAY BE HUMAN, BUT 

YOUR FARTS SMELL LIKE A DOG’S 

 YOU EAT HUMAN FOOD, BUT ALWAYS 

HAVE DOG BREATH

 YOUR DOG HEAD TALKS LIKE THE KING 

 YOUR DOG BODY LOOKS LIKE ONE OF 

THE ROYAL CORGIS
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 YOUR BODY MAY BE HUMAN, BUT 

YOUR FARTS SMELL LIKE A DOG’S 

 YOU EAT HUMAN FOOD, BUT ALWAYS 

HAVE DOG BREATH

YOU DON’T WANT TO GO ROUND WAGGING 

YOUR HUMAN BUM ALL DAY. IT LOOKS SILLY 

IF YOU DON’T HAVE A TAIL ATTACHED.

AS LONG AS YOU CAN STILL TALK LIKE A HUMAN, I 

WON’T MIND IF YOU BARK EVERY NOW AND THEN.

BUT THERE ARE SQUIRRELS EVERYWHERE 

. . . ESPECIALLY SINCE I INVENTED THE 

NUT-O-MATIC DISPENSER MACHINE IN 

THE GARDEN. YOU’D HAVE TO PUT ME ON 

A LEAD. I’D BE BARKING ALL DAY!

BARKING MAD, MORE LIKELY. DO YOU 

REALLY WANT YOUR FARTS TO SMELL 

AS BAD AS GNASHER’S?

HIS BREATH ISN’T EXACTLY FRESH EITHER.

GNASHER IS THE PERFECT DOG AND THE 

PERFECT SIZE. IF YOUR BODY WAS LIKE A 

CORGI’S, YOUR LEGS WOULD BE TOO SHORT.

I’D BE TOO SHORT TO REACH ANYTHING UP 

HIGH! I WOULD HAVE TO INVENT A PORTABLE 

EXTENDABLE ESCALATOR . . . OR A ROBOTIC 

TRAMPOLINE . . . OR A . . .

WHICH OPTION WOULD YOU CHOOSE 

WITH ALL THOSE VARIATIONS 

ADDED INTO THE MIX?
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12

‘Gather round, gather round!’ 

 shouted Rubi. ‘You are about 

to witness science and comedy 

history being made! This here is a MIND* reader. 

Watch as I demonstrate it on my 

partner, Dennis.’ 

DENNIS, WOULD 

YOU RATHER . . .

What did she just say? It 

sounded like she wanted 

us to choose between two 

yucky foods. I’m putting 

my music on. 

. . . OR EAT A BURGER WITH A 

SIDE OF GNASHER’S FOOD?

. . . EAT THE OLIVES’ 

MYSTERY STEW WITH 

A SIDE OF CHIPS . . .

*Marvellous 

Imagination 

Neurotransmission 

Device

DENNISDENNIS 

MENACEMENACE

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?

WHAT DO DENNIS’S NUMSKULLS THINK?

T

h

U

N

k

!
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Hmmm I’m assuming she 

doesn’t mean sausages 

for Gnasher’s food. What 

is dog food made out of 

anyway? Will it make us ill?

If we squint a bit, Gnasher’s 

nosh might look a bit like 

human food with a burger 

beside it. But the Olives’ stews 

look like they’re still alive! The 

burger at least looks tasty. 

You’re not the one who 

has to smell them! 

Gnasher’s breath honks 

after he wolfs down a 

bowl of food. At least the 

stews smell . . . interesting.

What did she just say? It 

sounded like she wanted 

us to choose between two 

yucky foods. I’m putting 

my music on. 

The stew is less work for me to 

shovel down the hatch – except 

a few mystery lumps. Neither will 

make the Tumskulls happy . . . 

but the chips and burger might 

make it easier for them. 

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?

WHAT DO DENNIS’S NUMSKULLS THINK?
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14

I COULDN’T HELP BUT NOTICE THAT 

YOU’RE PERFORMING SOME SORT OF 

TORTURE ON MY CUZ . . . CAN I HELP?

IT’S NOT TORTURE, BUT 

SURE! IT’S JUST ABOUT TO 

GET INTERESTING WITH 

SOME VARIATIONS ON THE 

QUESTION. DENNIS, WOULD 

YOU CHANGE YOUR DECISION 

WITH THESE DIFFERENCES?

 YOU HAVE TO EAT GNASHER’S FOOD ON 

STAGE IN FRONT OF EVERYONE

 OLIVE WILL SERVE YOU HER STEW FOR 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER AT HOME

 YOU CAN CHOOSE THE FLAVOUR 

OF STEW (BUT NOT WHAT’S IN IT)

 YOU’LL GET £20 FOR EVERY CAN 

OF GNASHER’S FOOD YOU EAT

 EATING GNASHER’S FOOD WILL LET YOU 

TALK TO DOGS, BUT NOT HUMANS

 YOU’LL GET NIGHT VISION FROM OLIVE’S 

STEW, BUT NO LONGER BE ABLE TO SMELL
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BLIMEY, CUZ. YOU COULD BE RICH IF YOU 

EAT GNASHER’S FOOD FOR A WEEK!

URGH, NO WAY. EVEN IF I CAN 

DISGUISE IT WITH THE BURGERS, 

IT’D STILL BE A MEATY JELLY!

AND YOU’D HAVE TO DO IT IN FRONT OF 

THE WHOLE SCHOOL TOO! YOU’D BE THE 

LAUGHING STOCK OF BASH STREET. AGAIN. 

HEY! I’VE NEVER BEEN A LAUGHING STOCK. 

AND I’D RATHER THAT THAN OLIVE FEEDING 

ME AT HOME!

YEAH, ONCE A DAY AT SCHOOL IS BAD ENOUGH. 

AND IF THEY DID LAUGH AT YOU, YOU COULD 

TALK TO YOUR NEW DOG PALS AND GET ’EM!

BUT I ALREADY UNDERSTAND GNASHER, 

AND HE’S THE ONLY DOG I NEED TO TALK TO!

AND IF YOU HAVE NIGHT VISION, YOU COULD 

BE MY, I MEAN, BATMIN’S FAITHFUL SIDEKICK!

 EATING GNASHER’S FOOD WILL LET YOU 

TALK TO DOGS, BUT NOT HUMANS

 YOU’LL GET NIGHT VISION FROM OLIVE’S 

STEW, BUT NO LONGER BE ABLE TO SMELL

WHICH OPTION WOULD YOU CHOOSE 

WITH ALL THOSE VARIATIONS 

ADDED INTO THE MIX?
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16

Minnie looked amazed. 

‘Can I try it out? If Dennis can 

do it, I can definitely handle it.’

‘Sure,’ Rubi replied. ‘Just put the MIND reader 

on your head like this.’

‘I know what to do,’ Minnie declared, and 

thrust the device upon her head.

 MINNIE, WOULD 

YOU RATHER . . .

 . . . ALL OF YOUR PRANKS 

GO PERFECTLY, BUT DENNIS 

ALWAYS GETS THE BLAME . . .

. . . OR ALL OF YOUR PRANKS 

GO WRONG, BUT YOU CAN TAKE 

CREDIT FOR ALL OF DENNIS’S 

BEST PRANKS?

T

h

W

A

C

k

!

MINNIEMINNIE 

THE MINXTHE MINX

WHAT DO MINNIE’S NUMSKULLS THINK?

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
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