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  Overview


  In my study of Hebrews, I have meditated on two key words: covenant and testament. A covenant is an agreement or alliance. A testament is also an agreement or alliance, but one that is linked to an inheritance. A testament has to do with a will that goes into effect at the death of the testator.


  We know that the Holy Scriptures of the Bible are divided into the Old Testament and the New Testament.


  Each of these is based on a covenant that God made with his people. However, in addition to these two great covenants there were others:


  God made a covenant with Noah. He also made a covenant with Abram (even before God changed his name to Abraham) and then with his great-grandson Levi. David made a covenant with Jonathan and so on. This goes all the way back to Cain and Abel who each made an offering to God. Abel, who offered a lamb, was accepted, and Cain, who offered grain that he had labored to produce, was rejected.


  After Adam and Eve sinned, they soon realized they were naked and attempted to cover themselves with fig leaves. God, however, covered their nakedness with coats of skins (Genesis 3:7, 21). In order to obtain the necessary animal skins, something had to die, and Scripture is clear that without the shedding of blood there is no remission (of sin). This is why God established the blood covenant.


  In order for a covenant to be viable and valid, both parties must agree to the terms or conditions and abide by them.


  Terah,1 the father of Abram,2 led the family as they traveled from Ur of the Chaldees3 toward the land of Canaan4 and arrived at Haran5 and dwelled there until he died (Genesis 11:31–32).


  But the LORD had said unto Abram, Depart out of thy country and from thy nature and from thy father’s house unto a land that I will show thee; and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. And I will bless those that bless thee and curse those that curse thee, and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. (Genesis 12:1–3)


  God is the one who proposed the agreement, or covenant, with Abram. God told Abram to do something and promised Abram that if he obeyed, a most wonderful blessing would follow, not only for Abram but ultimately for all the families of the earth. As Abram followed God, this covenant was ratified and confirmed several times, until eventually God changed Abram’s name to Abraham.6


  Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness, and he was called the Friend of God. (James 2:23)


  God led Abram to the promised land, and after a detour to Egypt due to a famine, his nephew Lot7 decided to live in the fertile plain near the wicked city of Sodom (Genesis 13:1–13).


  And the LORD said unto Abram, after Lot separated himself from him, Lift up now thine eyes and look from the place where thou art towards the Aquilon8 and to the Negev9 and to the east and to the west; for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it and to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth, so that if someone could number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it, for I must give it unto thee. Then Abram removed his tent and came and dwelt among the terebinth [or mighty] trees of Mamre,10 which is in Hebron,11 and built there an altar unto the LORD. (Genesis 13:14–18)


  When God began to ratify his promises to Abram (after Abram had followed him to the promised land), the response from Abram was to dwell in the mountains at Hebron and build an altar unto the Lord. This altar was to offer blood sacrifices (Abram’s way of responding to God).


  Then something terrible happened to Lot. Four powerful kings came with their armies and fought and overcame the five kings that were over Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities.


  And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their provisions and went away. And they also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods and departed. (Genesis 14:11–12)


  Abram must have been absolutely sure that what God was telling him was true because when he heard the news, he took 318 of his tried and true servants that he had raised in his house and went out and slaughtered all four of the enemy kings, rescued Lot and the people of Sodom, and recovered all the goods.


  Then Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine, for he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of the heavens and of the earth; and blessed be the most high God, who has delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And Abram gave him tithes of all. (Genesis 14:18–20)


  And so it is that from that time, four thousand years ago, until today, bread and wine continue to be symbols of covenant and of communion with God (symbols that are fulfilled in the blood and body of Jesus Christ). Melchizedek means “king of righteousness,” and king of Salem means “king of peace.” These are titles that apply to our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the king of righteousness and king of peace.


  King David prophesied regarding the promised Messiah:


  The LORD has sworn and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.12 The Lord at thy right hand shall smite the kings in the day of his wrath. (Psalm 110:4–5)


  Unfortunately, even after such spectacular salvation, Lot did not learn his lesson (he went back to his house in Sodom), and the people of Sodom that Abraham and his servants had saved returned to their wickedness and went from bad to worse (Genesis 18:20–21), even though Abram gave Melchizedek tithes of all their goods.


  On the other hand, God took this occasion to formalize his covenant with Abram (Genesis 15). God promised childless Abram that not only would he be blessed but also he would have an heir (born out of his own bowels), and as a father of faith, God compared Abram’s seed to the stars of the heavens. The real seed (singular) of Abraham is Jesus Christ and all those who make up the many members of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27).


  The book of Hebrews was written at a time in which the nation of Israel had rejected, condemned, and crucified their Messiah, Jesus Christ. Extreme judgment loomed on the horizon (as was the case when Abram and his men saved the people of Sodom) and it would not be long before Roman legions destroyed Jerusalem and the temple. Jesus’s prophecy that not one stone would be left upon another was fulfilled close to the year AD 70 (Matthew 24:2). God used the writer(s) of the book of Hebrews to send a final warning to the disobedient Jewish nation as the age of law was ending, which also applies to disobedient denominations as the age of grace is ending. This warning has also applied to individual Jews or Christians ever since it was written almost two thousand years ago.


  Some think that Sodom was destroyed because the men of Sodom attempted to rape the angels that God sent to inspect the city (Genesis 19:4–11). This brazen outrage undoubtedly was a final nail in their coffin, but look at what God had the prophet Ezekiel say when he told him to notify Jerusalem of her abominations:


  As I live, said the Lord GOD, Sodom thy sister has never done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters. Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom: pride, fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the afflicted and needy. And they filled themselves with arrogance and committed abomination before me, and when I saw it, I took them away. (Ezekiel 16:48–50)13


  In prophetic Scripture daughters can refer to entire congregations.14 In God’s eyes, as evidenced throughout Scripture, people and even groups of people can either be clean or unclean. The bride of Christ is clean (without spot or wrinkle or any such thing). However, as we look around us today, how many seemingly Christian individuals, congregations, or even denominations have the iniquity (or hidden sin) of Sodom? Western Christianity in general seems to have many individuals and groups seriously infected with pride, fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness (with the “unfortunate” exception of a few places, such as Cuba and Venezuela, where in the midst of great physical need, most Christians are humble and seem to be spiritually flourishing).


  Whenever there has been great apostasy, God has always had a faithful remnant. The book of Hebrews encouraged the faithful remnant among the apostate nation of Israel so that they abandoned Jerusalem and Judea before the ax fell, and they scattered all over the known world preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. Today, God’s faithful remnant is much, much larger. It would be a terrible tragedy if the age of grace were to end like the age of the law. It is true that a great falling away is prophesied prior to the second coming, and even though this is happening, I believe there can simultaneously be a great end-time harvest of souls (of those producing the fruit of the Holy Spirit) and that this is also prophesied.


  As the true people of God, we desperately need to believe God (like Abram did) and do what he says without fear of our enemies. God saw Abram’s heart, and even though Abram made a few mistakes along the way, God saw that they were honest mistakes and covered them until he even began to share his most intimate plans with his friend. As this intimate relationship progressed, God changed the very nature of Abram. In fact, from the beginning of their relationship, God told him he would have to leave his own nature behind and travel to the place God would show him. Their relationship developed until God changed Abram’s name (and name has to do with nature) to Abraham (Genesis 17).


  The fact that God covers honest mistakes should encourage all of us.


  


  Chapter 1


  Today If Ye Will Hear His Voice


  Hebrews 1


  1 God, having spoken many times and in many ways in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,


  2 has in these last times spoken unto us by his Son, whom he has appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the ages;


  Who are the fathers? Those who first believed God were men like Enoch and Noah and Abraham and so on.


  What are these last times? Times have to do with days and years. One day before the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years are as one day (Psalm 90:4; 2 Peter 3:8). If God’s prophetic plan is to bring forth a new creation in seven prophetic one-thousand-year days, then these last times are the last three days of the week.


  What does it mean to be appointed heir of all things? This means that eventually everything that exists will belong to the Son and be under his power and dominion.


  What are the ages that God made through his Son? Three ages that stand out in Scripture are the age of law (from the giving of the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai until the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ – approximately fifteen hundred years) and the age of grace (from the establishment of the church until the second coming – approximately two thousand years). There is also a future age of the kingdom (from the second coming until the new heavens and the new earth – approximately one thousand years – or one prophetic day).


  Therefore, everything centers on the Son of God, who God has appointed heir of all things and by whom God made the ages.


  3 who being the brightness of his glory and the express image of his substance and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;


  4 being made so much better than the angels, as he has by inheritance15 obtained a more excellent name than they.


  The Son is the brightness of the glory of the Father and the express image of his substance (John 1:18). He continually upholds all things by the word of his power. The Son by himself purged our sins and sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high. He continues to reign at the right hand of the Father.


  The main reason that the Son is so much better than the angels has to do with the inheritance that he has obtained. (Remember that he has been appointed heir to all things.)


  5 For unto which of the angels did he say at any time, Thou art my Son, this day I have begotten thee?16 And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?17


  6 And again, when he brought in the firstbegotten18 into the world, he said, And let all the angels of God worship him.19


  A very strong and careful case is being made for the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ from Old Testament Scripture.


  7 And of the angels he said, Who makes his angels spirits and his ministers a flame of fire.20


  8 But unto the Son he said, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a rod of equity is the sceptre of thy kingdom.


  9 Thou hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity; therefore, God, even thy God, has anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.21


  Here it is clear that the Scripture directly addresses the Messiah (meaning the Anointed One) as God in verse 8.


  10 And Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:


  11 they shall perish; but thou dost remain; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment;


  12 and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed; but thou art the same, and thy years shall never fail.22


  The Lord (the Son of God who is the Anointed One, or Messiah) is the creator of the heavens and the earth (which in their present state are not eternal and will pass away). Jesus said, The heaven and the earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away (Matthew 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33). In our present state we will also pass away. The heavens and the earth will be changed into new heavens and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17; 2 Peter 3:13) and we
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