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1. The Case of the Missing Shadows
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The first time Sarah noticed something odd, it was on a sunny Monday afternoon. She and her best friend, Liam, were walking home from school. Sarah loved sunny days because of the long shadows they cast, perfect for playing shadow tag. But as they reached the park, she froze.

“Liam,” she whispered, pointing at the ground. “Where’s your shadow?”

Liam squinted at the sidewalk. Sure enough, the shadow that usually stretched out in front of him was gone. He jumped, waved his arms, and even spun in a circle, but there was no dark outline mirroring his moves.

“It’s probably just a trick of the light,” he said, brushing it off. But Sarah couldn’t shake the uneasiness. Something felt wrong.
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Chapter 1: Shadows Vanishing Everywhere
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Over the next few days, more people’s shadows began to disappear. First, it was Sarah’s neighbor, old Mrs. Tuttle, who claimed her shadow vanished while gardening. Then it was the entire soccer team at school. By Friday, almost half the town was shadowless.

Sarah and Liam decided to investigate. They set up a “Shadow Watch” in Sarah’s treehouse, complete with a notebook, binoculars, and snacks. The notebook filled quickly with observations:

Mrs. Tuttle’s shadow was last seen at 3:45 PM.

Shadows seem to vanish suddenly, no warning.

People without shadows feel fine, but they seem... distracted.

Sarah noticed something else, too. The people missing their shadows acted strange—forgetful, quiet, almost as if something was draining their energy.

“I think the shadows are being taken,” Sarah said one evening, her voice trembling.

“But by who? Or what?” Liam asked.
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Chapter 2: The Shadow Thief
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That question was answered the next day. While walking through the park at dusk, Sarah spotted movement near the old fountain. A dark figure, barely more than a ripple in the air, flitted between the trees. She grabbed Liam’s arm.

“Did you see that?” she hissed.

Liam nodded. They crept closer, hiding behind bushes. The figure moved toward a jogger, its wispy form stretching out like a hand. As it touched the jogger’s shadow, the dark outline shivered—and then vanished, sucked into the figure’s form.

“It’s stealing shadows!” Liam whispered, horrified.

The figure turned suddenly, as if sensing them. For a moment, Sarah saw its face—or rather, the lack of one. It was all darkness, with glowing eyes like embers. Then it melted into the night.
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Chapter 3: The Magical Mirror
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Determined to stop the shadow thief, Sarah and Liam decided to research the park’s history. At the library, they discovered an old photograph of the fountain. In the background was a tall mirror, now missing. According to the librarian, the mirror had been part of an art installation decades ago but was removed after several “incidents.”

“What kind of incidents?” Sarah asked.

The librarian hesitated. “People reported strange reflections... shadows moving on their own. Eventually, the mirror was deemed cursed and locked away.”

The kids found a clue in the photograph: a plaque on the mirror read, Beware what you cast in the looking glass.

“That’s it!” Liam exclaimed. “The mirror trapped something inside it, and now it’s loose.”
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Chapter 4: The Plan
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Sarah and Liam knew they had to find the mirror. They tracked it to a dusty storage room in the town museum. The mirror was enormous, its surface cloudy and faintly glowing.

“This is creepy,” Liam muttered.

Sarah stepped closer. Her own reflection stared back at her, but it wasn’t quite right—her shadow moved differently, almost impatiently. Suddenly, a voice echoed from the glass:

“Release me.”

“No way,” Sarah said, backing up. But the shadow thief emerged from the mirror, its form twisting and writhing.

“You stole shadows!” Sarah accused.

The figure’s voice was like a cold wind. “I am bound to this mirror. Shadows are my only escape.”

Sarah glanced at Liam. “What happens to the people you steal from?”

“They fade,” the figure replied simply. “And I grow stronger.”
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