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ThucYdides
Stahl’s classic book on Thucydides, now in English, penetrates as few others to the Greek writer’s 
deepest interests. Stahl reveals Thucydides’ work as a study in the fallibility of human projections. 
Above all, Thucydides is shown as interested in tracking how optimistic plans lead to irremediable 
suffering in the field of foreign policy.

For this English-language edition, the German original has been revised, and enlarged by two 
chapters reflecting the author’s recent work.

The author
Hans-Peter Stahl is Andrew W. Mellon Professor of Classics at the University of Pittsburgh. He is 
author of Propertius: ‘Love' and ’War'. Individual and state under Augustus. The original German 
edition of the present book is Thukydides. Die Stellung des Menschen im geschichtlichen Prozess 
(1966).

Cover illustration
Two eagles on the corpse of a hare. Design based on a coin of Akragas from the late fifth century.
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