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IF WE SACRIFICED
TO THE INVERTED
CROSS, IT WOULD
GIVE US WEALTH AND
STATUS IN RETURN.

OUR ORGANIZATION,
THE CORRUPTED,
SOMETIMES DID DIRTY
WORK FOR THE RICH AND
POWERFUL ON REQUEST.

SOMETHING

LIKE THAT.
I WAS ADMITTED
TO UNIVERSITY ON
A SCHOLARSHIP...

BUT AFTER I GOT
INTO A FIGHT, IT

WAS REVOKED. I COULDN'T
FACE MY FAMILY.

THEY COMMITED SUCH
HORRIFIC, INHUMAN DEEDS...

HAPPENED
BACK THEN?

BECAUSE IT WAS FUN,
PROFITABLE, OR SIMPLY
A WAY TO PASS THE TIME.

SO YOU WERE
ASSASSINS.

BROUGHT ME INTO
THE FOLD AND SAID I
COULD EARN MONEY...

AT THAT TIME,
WE ONLY CARED
ABOUT OUR OWN

SELFISH DESIRES...
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THERE WAS NO PARTICULAR
REASON WE CHOSE
THAT ORPHANAGE.

DICKSON'S FAMILY HAD A COTTAGE
NEARBY IN THE MOUNTAINS.

WHILE ON VACATION, HE'D
SEEN THE CHILDREN THERE
PLAYING IN THE FIELDS. HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE A
GREAT IDEA TO TEACH THOSE
LITTLE BASTARDS A LESSON...

THAT LITTLE BITCH
SAID SHE WANTED TO
BE A MUSICIAN WHEN
SHE GREW UP! HOLDING
A CONCERT FOR
THOSE DESTITUTE
GUTTER WHELPS...

I WANTED TO
SLAP SOME SENSE
INTO HER RIGHT
THEN AND

THERE.

I'D LOVE TO
BRING THOSE LITTLE
MAGGOTS BACK
TO REALITY!

THEY WERE
EVEN HANDING OUT
PAMPHLETS AT THAT
DECREPIT EXCUSE
FOR A CHURCH...
\ WE WERE ALL
BEGGING ' _ SO DRUNK.
PASSERSBY TO
"SHOW THE ORPHANS AT @ - IT CLOUDED OUR
SOME LOVE." NN & JUDGEMENT IN THE

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED.
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I REMEMBER GILBERT
AND LUCIAN DIED LAST.

W-WHAT ARE
YOU DOING?/
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THAT EVENING,
WE WENT TO THE
ORPHANAGE.

WE PERFORMED
THE RITUAL IN THE
NEARBY FOREST.

WE SEE
YOU, DEITY
WHO ROAMS
THE REALM OF

WE OFFER
YOU A BLOODY
SACRIFICE TO
ADORN THE PATH
YOU TREAD.

RELISH IN
THE SCREAMS OF THE
LAMBS, WHICH FOR YOUR
SAKE WE HAVE BLED.

LIGHT AND BEAUTY
SHALL EMERGE WITH
FILTHY DREAD.
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el FAMILY...
| WAITING...

<dd

THEY'RE
INNOCENT!

CONGRATS
ON YOUR FOURTH
MARRIAGE. I'VE
SEEN YOUR
WIFE'S FILMS.

T T £
]
A N
g | 2 r l\\
KATERINA AND 3
i ([ Focus o
s THE CASE.
A\(h*

THE RUMORS PAINTED
US AS FANATICAL
CULTISTS...

PRIVY TO UNKNOWN

SECRETS, BELIEVING
IN THE MOST FOUL,
MOST UNCLEAN...

WHICH LED
US TO WORSHIP
THE DEVIL...

WAS SIMPLER
THAN THAT.
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HOWARD
GILBERT.

JOHN
DICKSON.
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WE WILLINGLY
OFFER UP OUR
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ronesown.
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OFFICER
GILBERT.

i LIFE TREATS THESE

MR. TAYLOR IS
WAITING FOR YOU IN
EzaN T\ HIS STUDY ON THE
MY, WHAT A... og([] - SECOND FLOOR.
MAGNIFICENT ‘ )

MANOR.
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q BESTSELLING AUTHOR ELI
\ N TAYLOR MARRIED MOVIE STAR
N = KATERINA HILL LAST MONTH/

L S ~— THIS IS HIS
A [ [\ FOURTH MARRIAGE.

O R 3 A Y /&
oy N Dz

IN AN INTERVIEW, POL

MRS. HILL INSISTED THAT MONEY
HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE MATCH.
SHE AND MR. TAYLOR SUPPOSEDLY
HAVE A GENUINE CONNECTION.

KILLERS SURE LEAD
OF A CLICHE, EXCITING LIVES.
ISN'T HE?

ELI TA L'C]R'kDTI\’ATIE)NAL NOVEL,
"EYES UPON LIGHT"
WILL BE RELEASED ON DECEMBER 1ST, 2006.
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S
CHOICE, 2004
BESTSELLING AUTHOR, HE'S
THE ALBERT MEDAL... CERTAINLY A
CELEBRITY.
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PLEASE.

h-- — 3
s WE'VE AGREED
. TAYLOR o !
HAS QUITE A - ON ROYALTIES!

COLLECTION
_ OF AWARDS.

IF YOU'RE NOT
= WILLING TO UPHOLD OUR -
AGREEMENT, THEN I'LL GO | \ : N ‘ MR. TAYLOR, N
“\_TO ANOTHER PUBLISHER’ / \oN 4
m = THEY'RE

I'D ASK WHAT THIS
IS ABOUT, BUT I KNEW AS
SOON AS YOU CALLED!

I WILL NOT
FLEE FROM MY
” _RESPONSIBILITY.






OPS/images/page_0016.jpg
=3
w >
Hh =
uy O
o <
o &
=z 2
<O

>






OPS/images/page_0004.jpg





OPS/images/page_0021.jpg
;

Z// /; ‘i‘x‘ N ‘/’ \\ 'IVP
// 'N— &) "’l
A s D
g \ N AN
/ ey
[}






OPS/images/page_0017.jpg
THE INHABITANTS OF
THAT ORPHANAGE
WERE HAPPY.

THERE WAS NO
DARKNESS THERE.

THE INVERTED CROSS
RELISHED PLACES LIKE THAT.
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PLEASE LET US
GO, MISTER...
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