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About the translation
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It was not possible to have a consultancy on the correct use of words and expressions of the English language. I already apologize, if I used something wrong, and I am on hand to make corrections.
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Introduction
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The human being has a latent need to seek power and ways to control other people. Throughout human history, there are many examples of situations involving this search. There were and still are familiar, judicial, and political disputes; wars, authoritarian regimes, etc. Human beings always find a way to fight for what they desire.

This search reaches the lowest level when it involves religion, whatever it is. Power and domination-hungry people create prophecies, religious codes, “supernatural happenings”, secret societies, and everything else that gives them power.

Christianity was not immune to human desires during its history. There have always been people that used religion to get what they wished. In the name of God and Jesus, there were trials, persecution, torture, execution, and wars. Those who were in charge always said that everything was done under God’s will and that was the best for everyone.

Even amid the densest darkness of domination and oppression, small lights and seeds of hope rise. People rise and start to criticize and act against everything wrong. Even if their lives are at risk, those who seek the truth do not go back, and they use all possible ways to free people from lies.

The current world lives in a very particular moment of human history. After the conquest of several civil liberties, self-proclaimed “conservative” groups seek ways to restrict society again. The groups try to impose their life standards on everyone, ignoring individual will and beliefs. And these movements get more and more strength, supported by political and religious figures, most of them extremists and controversial.

Slowly, these political-religious movements advance in society, imposing moral, cultural and behavioral standards. These advances deserve attention because everyone knows what happens with theocratic societies. People exonerate themselves from their responsibility and say that everything is because of religion.

If nobody does anything to avoid the breakthrough of these groups, the world will pass through significant transformations. People might live in a future that was already written in history books...
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Genesis
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22nd Century

On a sunny morning, two white boys play in the street in a middle-class residential neighborhood. The houses did not have big walls separating them from the street. There was only a tiny wall of about three feet​[1] in each of them. They were about ten years old, wore t-shirts and Bermuda shorts, and they played soccer quietly because there was no vehicle traffic.

They heard some sirens getting close and stopped playing. Every moment the sound of the sirens grew louder.

“Samuel, what happened?” One of the boys asked.

“I don’t know. But I guess that it isn’t a good thing.” he said apprehensively.

[image: image]

They waited a few minutes, and big white vehicles arrived on the street.

David, run!” Samuel said scared. “It’s the Ecclesiastical Army!”

The boys left the soccer ball, and each one ran to their house. The neighbors in all homes closed doors and windows. Each family seemed to prepare itself for the worst.
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The cars stopped at the entrance of one house, and people in white military clothing got out. Each of them was equipped like a soldier, helmet, mask, and one high-caliber weapon in his hands and another small one in his waist. They also wore vests with many combat accessories.
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They lined up in front of the house, and the commandant said nervously, “Put to end all unfaithful ones!”

The soldiers fired intensely. The commandant made a sign with his hand for them to stop, and they did so.

The commandant took a grenade and threw it into the house. There was an explosion, and some people ran out from the side.

The soldiers fired many times, and the bodies fell to the ground.

As soon as he got into his home, Samuel’s mother, a white woman of about forty years, wearing trousers and a t-shirt.

“Let’s go to the basement.” she said with concern.
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They ran there, and it was not an ordinary basement. They went down many stairs, and there was a metallic door, heavy and thick.

She said, “You’ll be safe here.”

She was closing the door.

“Mom!” he said with tears, “Stay here!”

She hugged him and also said with tears, “I can’t! If we stay here, all of us will die. Here, you’ll be safe.”

She closed the door and went to the living room. Samuel’s father was there preparing some machine guns. He wore trousers and a T-shirt, and he was a white man, about the same age as the woman.
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He hugged her and said, “I think our group has been discovered.”

“Dear, we always knew that this could happen. This is the price paid for seeking the truth.”

“My love, I prefer to die for the Gospel’s truth than live a lying religion.”

“It’s true,” she said sadly, “I only get sad for leaving our son. I hope he gets well.”

“Dear, God will be with him all the days.”

The soldiers got close to the house. The couple went to the back of the house, and the shots started. They were able to protect themselves.

The grenade was thrown, and the two left the house from the back. There was still dust from the explosion, and the two started shooting against the soldiers, and many were killed.

Samuel heard the bang of the explosion, knelt, and prayed, “God, protect my parents. They are good people. They always do what is right.”

Samuel’s parents continued shooting at the soldiers. Another grenade was thrown near where they were, and they ran to protect themselves. The shots struck both of them, and they fell to the ground during the running.

The soldiers did the same procedure in all houses on that street.

Samuel stayed in the basement for some hours until he noticed the bang of the explosions had stopped.

He went out of the basement and saw part of his house destroyed. Then, he went to the back of his house, looking for his parents. When he saw them, Samuel began to cry.

“God! Why?” he said shouting.

Samuel lay down on the side of the bodies and cried for some time. After the initial shock, he thought, “I need to get out of here.”

He went walking through the street and saw all houses destroyed and bodies on every side.
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He walked towards David’s house, entered there, and saw his body hit by many shots. He hugged the body and said crying, “Lord, he was only a child!”

Samuel heard a vehicle noise on the street and got scared. He thought, “Someone must have seen me! I think my time has come.”

He hid behind some rubble. Someone got into the house, and a female voice said with sadness, “The Ecclesiastical Army was here. If they continue like that, they will eliminate all of us.”

Samuel’s green eyes tried to see the person, and he made a noise. The middle-aged black woman with brown military clothes drew a pistol and looked for who was there.

“Don’t shoot,” Samuel said scared, “I’m only a child.”

He went out of the rubble; the woman put away her gun and hugged him.

“Are you hurt?” She asked.

“I’m not.”

“Is there anyone else here?”

“I think not.”

“Where are your parents?”

“They’re dead.” He began to cry.

The woman comforted him, saying, “Everything will be alright. Let’s get out of here.”

The two left the house, got in an ordinary black car, and went away from there.

Thirty years later

A television was showing a news broadcast. A young black woman said, “Last night, another attempt of vandalism was recorded in one of the temples of the Congregation of True Evangelists.”

A video showed the walls of a big church with many painted phrases. There were many insults to the church and its members.

A young man about thirty years old with light brown skin was watching, sitting on a sofa. He wore a white tunic with a brown belt. The sleeves of the tunic reached his wrists.

The journalist said, “According to witnesses’ reports, members of another church are involved in this action. Until this point, nobody has claimed responsibility for the attack.”

He turned off the television, sighed, and said, “It’s always the same thing. Fights and vandalized churches.”

He got up, and he was of average height and weight. He passed his hands over his black braided hair and held it, forming a ponytail until the shoulders. His braids were in a dreadlocks style. He went to a mirror, looked at himself, and said, “How would I look without a beard?”

He had a dense beard covering his whole face. And he also had light brown eyes.
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The man went to his bedroom, took his laptop, and sat on the bed. He opened a browser and saw a Brazilian flag with the following message, “Welcome, Yoel Gedeon. You are connected to a secure network. All contents are analyzed by the Federal Government of Brazil. You have access to an infinite amount of content. However, any content deemed harmful is blocked.”

Yoel thought, “We control your life. And you can only access what the government thinks is right.”

Yoel accessed some websites and saw some pieces of news. Virtually all the content was related to the biggest Christian churches in the country. It was news about events, people, leaders, etc. It was rare to see pieces of news about people’s daily lives or other events. He got tired of this and said, “Wherever I go, the religion is there.”

Yoel went to the kitchen of his house. His parents were there, sitting at a desk with some papers. Both wore clothes similar to Yoel, white tunics with colorful belts.

His father, Yehudi Gedeon, was white with green eyes; he was fifty-five years old and had average height and weight. His hair was gray, straight, and neck-length. His beard was gray and covered his face.
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His mother, Devorah Gedeon, was black with light brown skin and eyes. She was fifty-two years old and had average height and weight. Her hair was brown, mid-back length with small curls.
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“Yoel, we need to talk,” Yehudi said apprehensively.

“What happened, Dad?”

“Son, we need your help,” Devorah said sadly.

“Help with what?”

“You know,” Yehudi replied.

“I got it. Money. Did something happen?”

“This month,” Devorah replied, “we had to donate to the church, and we have little money.”

Yoel said a bit angrily, “I always tell you two that you don’t have to donate everything to the church, but you don’t hear me.”

“Everything is for God’s work,” Devorah replied.

“Mom, are you sure? I think everything is for the church leader’s work. Did you already see the size of his house?”

“He is a big man of God,” Yehudi said, “he deserves to have many good things.”

“And the church members?” Yoel said ironically. “What do they deserve? Debts and misery?”

“Yoel, don’t think like that. Everything has a purpose.” Devorah replied.

“I know,” Yoel said suspiciously.

Yehudi said seriously, “Can you help us?”

“Of course!”

“Thank you.”

They got up and hugged Yoel.

The next day, on a sunny and hot morning, Yoel walked through a Downtown street. It was a street with many skyscrapers, and there was an advertising screen in each of them. Advertisements of products and services were exhibited. However, the majority of the time was filled with messages from the great Christian churches in the country. Each of them showed videos of the services and phrases claiming that only that church preached the truth. Some advertisements satirized other churches and their members, treating them as unintelligent people and saying they were condemned to hell.
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Yoel got into an office building and went to his workstation. He sat down, turned on his computer, and started to work.

After a few hours, he received a call telling him to go to the human resources department.

Yoel went there, got into a room, and sat in front of a black man about the same age as him.  He wore a tunic and had similar hair and beard to his.
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“Good morning, Elnathan. How are you?”

“Good morning, Yoel. I’m fine. How about you?”

“I’m fine too.”

“Yoel, you’re completing ten years of formal work, and now you can request to exclude the religious taxes from
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